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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of an on-line Meeting of the TOWN COUNCIL held on TUESDAY 16TH FEBRUARY 2021 at 7pm  
 
Councillors:   
 
Present: S Bale, P Gillard, G Holdcroft, J Jewers, S Miller, E O’Nolan, S Rawlings, R Sanders, 

M Sutton, M Sylvester, C Walsh and M Wilks (except items 1-5) 
 
Apologies:  C Blois, District Councillor Yule 
 
Absent without 
Apologies:  C Mapey 

   
In Attendance: Locum Town Clerk, Locum Deputy Town Clerk, County Councillor Page and one 

member of the public 
 

  Action 

  884. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillor Blois and District Councillor 
Yule.  
 

 

 885. 2  TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
  

  Councillor Sutton declared an interest in item 895 as Director of Woodbridge Riverside 
  Trust.   
 
Councillors Rawlings and Sylvester declared an interest in item 895 as the Council’s 
appointed Trustees to the Woodbridge Museum Trust.   

 
No other Members declared any interests in matters on the agenda. 
 

 

886.  TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in any item on this 
Agenda to remain, speak and/or vote during consideration of that item. 
 

 

887.  TO AGREE AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD  26TH JANUARY 2021  
 
Councillors asked for the following amendments to be noted; 
 
Item 811 - Councillors Blois, Rawlings and Sylvester declared an interest in item 818 as 
the Council’s appointed Trustees to the Woodbridge Museum Trust.   
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Item 820 - Councillor Sylvester declared an interest as a trustee of the Seckford 
foundation. 
 
With these additions the Council agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the 
meeting held on 26th January 2021. 

 
888. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 
There were no questions from members of the public. 
 

 

889. TO NOTE THE RECEIPT OF A WRITTEN REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS MAPEY 
AND YULE 
 
The Council noted the receipt of the written report. 
 

 

890. TO NOTE THE RECEIPT OF A WRITTEN REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR PAGE 
The Council noted the receipt of the written report. 
 

 

891. FOR MEMBERS TO QUESTION THE DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS ON MATTERS 
CONTAINED IN THEIR WRITTEN REPORTS 
 
The Council agreed to submit the following questions to the District Councillors:- 
 

a) Precisely what accommodation is being provided for rough sleepers in the 
current pandemic? 

 
b) Can they confirm how requests for residents’ parking schemes are to be 

submitted as the report is contradictory to information previously notified to 
the Town Clerk? 

 
c) What Sectors, with proportion of the overall grants allocated, have benefitted 

from East Suffolk’s Covid19 Business Grant Scheme? 
 
The Council asked County Councillor Page whether the County Council was learning from 
the recent snow and compiling evidence to help it better prepare for, and respond to, 
future similar events.  County Councillor Page advised that the County would be 
reviewing its preparedness, but the event had highlighted the need to refresh residents’ 
knowledge of the location and availability of existing grit bins, as well as the need to 
reinforce the message that all residents could clear their own frontages and spread grit 
on the path without fear of an insurance claim. 
 

 

 

 

892. TO CONSIDER REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEES AND SUB- 
COMMITTEES  

 
The Council noted the receipt of the following Committee minutes: -  

 



 

277 
 

 
a. Emergency Response Group of 25th January 2021 
b. Highways of January 26th 2021 
c. Emergency Response Group of 1st February 2021 
d. Planning of 2nd February 2021 
e. Amenities of 9th February 2021 
f. Climate and Ecological Emergency of 9th February 2021 

 
893. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TO CONSIDER, QUESTION AND AGREE THE FOLLOWING FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 
The Council noted and approved the following financial reports: - 

 

a. Income to 31st January 2021 - £407,443.00 
b. Expenditure to 31st January 2021 - £289,350.00 
c. Income and Expenditure against Budget to January 2021 
d. Bank Reconciliation and Supporting Bank Statements to 31st January 2021 
               - £683,732.68 
e. The Accounts and Payments List for February 2021 £11,426.73 
f. The HSBC Net report for February 2021 - £8,915.04 
g. The HSBC Corporate Card report for January 2021 - £371.00 
h. Summary of Direct Debit payments to 31st January 2021 - £239.00 
i. Debtors Report to 31st January 2021 
 
 

 

 

894. TO AGREE TO COMMISSION AND PART-FUND THE COSTING OF THE 20MPH SCHEME AS 
AGREED WITH SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL IN 2017 
 
The Council agree to commission and part-fund the costing of the 20mph scheme as 
agreed with Suffolk County Council in 2017, and to include the balance of £14,150 in the 
2022/2023 budget. The Council thanked County Councillor Page for her £24,000 
contribution from her local highways budget. 
 
The Council noted the likely completion date for the costing work as May 2022 and 
agreed to delegate to the Highways Committee any decisions on detailed design arising 
during the costing process. 
 

 

895. TO CONSIDER THE APPLICATION FOR GRANT FUNDING FROM WOODBRIDGE MUSEUM 
 
The Council considered and approved the application for grant funding from 
Woodbridge Museum for the sum of £1,508. 
 

 

896. TO REVIEW THE COUNCIL’S MANAGEMENT OF RISKS 
 
The Council reviewed the Council’s management of risks, and subject to minor changes 
as shown below, agreed that no further revisions were needed.   
The changes were:- 
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a) For staff add “L” to the risk assessment column in respect of meeting the 
Insurance company’s conditions 
 

b) For staff change “12” to “Annually” in the frequency column for “Loss of key 
personnel” 

 
c) For reserves change “At F & S Meeting” to “At F Meetings” in the frequency 

column 
 

897. TO CONSIDER AND PREPARE FOR FUTURE MEETINGS IN PERSON 
 
The Council considered the imminent ending of the emergency legislation enabling 
meetings to be held virtually and agreed that, subject to:- 
 

a) There being no new or extended legislation enabling Councils to hold virtual 
meetings after 7th May 2021; and 

 
b) COVID19 Guidance being issued by the Government prohibiting meetings of 

more than 17 persons to be held in public 
to:- 

a) Agree to hold the Annual Town Meeting virtually in April 
 
b) Agree to hold the Annual Meeting of the Council virtually on May 4th 
 
c) Agree to hold no further meetings of the Council, unless specifically required 

by legislation, until October 2021, or until either legislation permits virtual 
meetings or guidance permits meetings of more than 17 persons in person, 
whichever date is the earlier 

 
d) To source potential meeting rooms for Covid secure meetings exceeding 17 

persons in preparation for public meetings 
 
e) To offer extended leave of absence from attendance at meetings in person to 

all Councillors who request it 
 
f) To re-introduce a scheme of delegation to the Town Clerk, in consultation with 

the Mayor, to cover the periods when the Council is not meeting 
 
g) To review the meetings schedule post October 2021 
 

The Council further agreed that this decision would be reviewed, and amended 
as necessary, in the event of any changes to legislation which might permit the 
continuance of virtual Council meetings, or Covid19 guidance on the holding 
of meetings of greater than 17 persons. 
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898. TO AGREE TO APPOINT A CONTRACTOR TO UNDERTAKE THE INSTALLATION OF A 
FOOTHPATH ON KINGSTON FIELD 
 
The Council agreed to defer the appointment of a contractor until such time as 
quotations for the construction of a new footbridge were available. 
 

 

899. TO AGREE THE LOCATION FOR HEDGE PLANTING IN ELMHURST PARK 
 
The Council considered the potential locations and agreed to plant along the line shown 
in yellow on the plan below. 
 

 
 

 

900. TO CONSIDER HOW THIS COUNCIL SHOULD BE REPRESENTED AT THE SIZEWELL C 
EXAMINATIONS 

 
The Council recognised the need for it to be represented at the forthcoming public 
examination of the Development Consent Order and agreed to:- 

 
a) Delegate responsibility for responding to issues raised during the public 

examination to the Town Clerk in consultation with Councillor Sanders and the 
Mayor 
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b) Provide a regular update on any issues raised and agreed responses, for 
information only, to the next Full Council meeting 

 
c) Appoint Councillor Sanders as its representative at the Examination with the 

authority to act in accordance with this Council’s agreed stance of opposing 
the development consent order by challenging the applicant’s evidence and 
lack of adequate mitigation 

 
901. TO DISCUSS POTENTIAL ‘POST COVID’ EVENTS 

 
The Council agreed that a small Working Party comprising Councillors Blois, Jewers, 
Miller, Sutton, Walsh and Wilks be established to identify potential events and report 
back to Full Council with their suggestions. 
 

 

902. TO DISCUSS AND AGREE THIS COMMITTEES QUESTIONS IT WISHES TO PUT TO THE 
PEOPLE OF WOODBRIDGE 
 
The Committee agreed that Members would submit their questions to the Mayor to 
arrive by Tuesday 23rd February, and that the Mayor and the Town Clerk would agree 
the first questions to be put to the residents. 
 

 

903. CLOSURE 
 

The meeting was closed at 8.43pm 
 

 

 
 
 

Councillor Bale 
Chair 


