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 WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of an on-line Meeting of the TOWN COUNCIL held on TUESDAY 18TH AUGUST 2020 at 7pm  
 
Councillors:   
 
Present:  S Bale, Lady C Blois (except items 291 -293), G Holdcroft, S Miller (items 291-
   299 only), E O’Nolan, R Sanders, M Sutton, C Walsh and M Wilks 

  
Apologies:    P Gillard, J Jewers, S Rawlings and M Sylvester 
 
Absent without  C Mapey  
Apologies:   

 
In Attendance: Locum Town Clerk, Locum Deputy Town Clerk and Morag McInnes, East Suffolk 
   Council 
  
  Action 

291. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Gillard, Jewers, Rawlings 
and Sylvester. 
 

 

292. MEMBERS AND OFFICERS WERE INVITED TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS OF 
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY OR LOCAL NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS THAT THEY MAY 
HAVE IN RELATION TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA AND WERE ALSO REMINDED TO 
MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS AT ANY STAGE DURING THE MEETING IF IT BECOMES 
APPARENT THAT THIS MAY BE REQUIRED WHEN A PARTICULAR ITEM OR ISSUE IS 
CONSIDERED, AND TO DEAL WITH DISPENSATIONS AS REQUESTED BY INDIVIDUAL 
COUNCILLORS IN LINE WITH S33 OF THE LOCALISM ACT 2011  
  
Councillor Holdcroft declared a local non-pecuniary interest in item 302 as a Director 
of Choose Woodbridge.   
 
Councillor Sutton declared a local non-pecuniary interest in item 302 as a Director 
of Woodbridge Riverside Trust. 
 

 

293. COUNCILLORS WITH A PECUNIARY INTEREST IN AN ITEM ON THIS AGENDA, WHO 
WISH TO REMAIN, SPEAK AND/OR VOTE DURING CONSIDERATION OF THAT ITEM, 
MAY APPLY FOR A DISPENSATION BY WRITING TO THE TOWN CLERK PRIOR TO THE 
MEETING. APPLICATIONS MAY ALSO BE CONSIDERED AT THE MEETING ITSELF 
SHOULD THE NATURE OF THE INTEREST BECOME APPARENT TO A COUNCILLOR AT 
THE TIME OF THE MEETING 
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There were no requests from Councillors with a pecuniary interest in any item on 
this Agenda to remain, speak and/or vote during consideration of that item. 
 

294. TO AGREE AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD  21ST JULY 2020  
 
The Council agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting held 
Tuesday 21st July 2020 as a true record. 
 
The Mayor announced that there had been further developments in respect of the 
staging of the Opera, item 15, and that this item was no longer required. 
 

 

295. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 

There were no members of the public present. 
 

 

296. TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR PAGE 
 
The Council noted the receipt of the written report from County Councillor Page. 
 
Councillor Bale asked that consultation on changes to the Highway Code be added 
to the next Highways meeting. 
 

 

297. TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS MAPEY AND YULE 
 
The Council noted that neither District Councillor had submitted a report. 
 

 

298. TO CONSIDER REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEES AND  
SUB-COMMITTEES  

 
The Council noted the receipt of the minutes of the following Committees: - 
 

a. Planning of 22nd July 2020 
b. Emergency Response of 27th July 2020 
c. Planning of 28th July 2020 
d. Amenities of 20th July 2020 
e. Staffing of 5th August 2020 
f. Emergency Response of 10th August 2020 
g. Planning of 11th August 2020 
h. Climate Emergency of 12th August 2020 

 

 

299. TO CONSIDER, QUESTION AND AGREE THE FOLLOWING FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 
The Council noted and agreed the following financial reports: - 

 

a. Income to 31st July 2020 £179,736.00 
b. Expenditure to 31st July 2020 £96,371 
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c. Income and Expenditure against Budget to July 2020  
d. Bank Reconciliation and Supporting Bank Statements to 31st July 2020 
e. £612,963.70 
f. The Accounts and Payments List for August 2020 £4,507.95 
g. The HSBC Net report for August 2020 £3,465.46 
h. The HSBC Corporate Card report for July 2020 £117.31 
i. Summary of Direct Debit payments to 31st July 2020 £555.07 
j. Debtors Report to 31st July 2020 
 

The Locum Deputy Town Clerk gave a report on the current satisfactory financial 
situation. 

 
300. TO RECEIVE RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE STANDING ORDERS WORKING  

PARTY AND AGREE TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING REVISED POLICIES AND REMOVE 
CERTAIN FORMER POLICIES 

 
The Council receive the recommendations from the Standing Orders Working party 
and agree to remove the following former policies: - 

 
a) Mass Balloon Release – now incorporated in hire conditions. 
b) A-Boards – responsibility of SCC Highways. 
c) Electrical Appliances Policy – now incorporated in hire conditions. 

 

 

301. TO AGREE THE CHARGES FOR HIRE OF THE SHIRE HALL FOR WEDDINGS IN 2022 
 

The Council agreed to ask the Amenities Committee to review the charges for hire 
of the Shire Hall for weddings in 2021 and 2022 and make a further 
recommendation. 
 

 

302. TO RECEIVE INFORMATION ON THE SMART TOWNS PROJECT AND AGREE TO WORK  
WITH EAST SUFFOLK COUNCIL 
 
The Council received a presentation and information on the Smart Towns project 
from Morag McInnes and agreed to work with East Suffolk Council and Choose 
Woodbridge on the project. 
 

 

303. TO NOTE THE DECISION OF SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL REGARDING THE FUTURE OF  
THE CATERPILLAR CENTRE AND AGREE TO SUPPORT EFFORTS TO RETAIN THE 
CURRENT SERVICES WITHIN WOODBRIDGE  
 
The Council noted the recommendation to Suffolk County Council regarding the 
future of the Caterpillar Centre and agreed to support efforts to ensure the delivery 
of high-quality services within Woodbridge in appropriate fit for purpose premises. 
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304. TO AGREE COUNCIL REPRESENTATION ON THE TIDE MILL TRUST 

 
The Council agreed that, following the resignations of Councillors Semmens and 
Thompson from the Council, the Council’s representation on the Tide Mill Trust 
would be Councillors Bale, Gillard, Holdcroft, O’Nolan. 

 
The Council further agreed that Councillor Walsh would replace Councillor 
Thompson as the Riverside Ward representative at the proposed quarterly Police 
meeting. 
 

 

305. TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FOR THE TOWN COUNCIL TO ASSUME FULL  
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE STAGING OF THE PROPOSED OPERA IN ELMHURST PARK  
ON 13th SEPTEMBER 
 
The Mayor reported that as Woodbridge Riverside Trust had now assumed 
responsibility for staging the opera this item was no longer needed.  
 

 

306. TO CONSIDER WHETHER TO MAKE THE TRIAL RE-OPENING OF THE  
PLAYGROUNDS PERMANENT 

 
The Council agreed to make the trial re-opening of the playgrounds permanent, 
but also agreed to review the situation on a monthly basis, taking into account 
local spikes in the rate of virus transmission or Government guidance. 
 

 

307. TO AGREE TO DELINEATE THE COUNCIL’S OWNERSHIP OF FEN MEADOW 
 

The Council agreed to ask the Amenities Committee to further investigate the 
options for delineating the Council’s ownership of Fen Meadow. 

 
The Council agreed that the residents of 52 Bridgewood Road can continue to 
access their property via Fen Meadow.  
 

 

308. TO AGREE TO CEASE THE TEMPORARY ARRANGEMENTS FOR EMERGENCY  
DECISIONS 

 
The Council agreed to cease the temporary arrangements for emergency decisions 
introduced on 23rd March 2020. 
 

 

309. TO CONFIRM THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE’S DECISION TO REVERSE THEIR  
DECISION OF 8TH JULY TO INSTALL AN ADDITIONAL BENCH AT SCOUTS CORNER 
 
The Council agreed to confirm the Amenities Committee’s decision to reverse their 
decision of 8th July to install an additional bench at Scouts Corner. 
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The Council further agreed to create a new base for a seat opposite the remaining 
bench and place one of the benches temporarily removed on that base. 

 
The Council agreed not to lock Elmhurst Park at night but to purchase a night vision 
camera for surveillance of the area. 
 

310. TO CONFIRM THE SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE CIVIC  
YEAR 
 
The Council agreed that the Climate Emergency Committee should meet monthly, 
and the Emergency Response Group Committee should also meet monthly.  With 
these changes the schedule of meetings was agreed. 
 

 

311. TO AGREE A FINAL LIST OF EAST SUFFOLK ASSETS FOR POTENTIAL ADOPTION BY  
WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 

 
The Council agreed that the following East Suffolk assets be investigated for 
potential adoption by Woodbridge Town Council: - 
 

a) Castle Street open area and playground 
b) Newnham Avenue 

 
The Council agreed to consider, at their next meeting, whether the old cemetery or 
Chapel Street should be added to that list. 
 

 

312. 

 

TO AGREE THE COUNCILS RESPONSE TO EAST SUFFOLK COUNCIL’S CONSULTATION 
 ON CEMETARY/ BURIAL AVAILABILITY IN EAST SUFFOLK 
 
The Council agreed that its response would be: - 

 
a) This Council does not manage a cemetery, nor has any land available for use 

as a cemetery. 

b) Any future provision for Woodbridge residents needs to be in Woodbridge or 

within a three-mile radius, and accessible by public transport. 

c) Any future provision for Woodbridge residents needs to include the option of 

a green woodland burial. 

 

313. TO AGREE TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC AND PRESS FROM THE REMAINDER OF THE 
MEETING IN ACCORD WITH THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 
1960 IN VIEW OF THE CONFIDENTIAL STAFFING MATTERS TO BE AGREED 
 
The Council agreed to exclude the public and press from the remainder of the 
meeting in accord with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 in view 
of the confidential staffing and land matters to be considered. 
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314. TO CONSIDER THE RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE STAFFING COMMITTEE  
MEETING HELD 5th AUGUST 
 
The Council considered and agreed the recommendations from the Staffing 
Committee meeting held 5th August. 
 

 

315. TO NOTE THE INTEREST IN THE POTENTIAL REDEVELOPMENT OF THEATRE  
STREET TOILETS 

 
The Council noted the interest in the potential redevelopment of Theatre Street 
toilets and agreed in principle to the disposal of the site subject to replacement 
toilets being provided, the valuation of the site by the District Valuer, and planning 
approval. 
 

 

316. CLOSURE 
 
The meeting was closed at 9.50pm. 
 

 

 
 
 

Councillor Bale 
Chair 

 
      


