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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of an on-line Meeting of the TOWN COUNCIL held on TUESDAY 20TH OCTOBER 2020 at 

 7pm  
 
Councillors:   
 
Present:  S Bale, Lady C Blois, P Gillard, J Jewers (items 502-512 only), C Mapey, S Miller  
   E O’Nolan (except items 502), S Rawlings R Sanders, M Sutton, C Walsh (except 
   items 502-507) and M Wilks (except items 502-506) 
 
Apologies:    G Holdcroft  
 
Absent without    
Apologies:  M Sylvester  

 
In Attendance: Locum Town Clerk, Locum Deputy Town Clerk, County Councillor Page, District 
   Councillor Yule and one member of the public  
  Action 

502. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillor Holdcroft. 
 

 

503. MEMBERS AND OFFICERS WERE INVITED TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS OF 
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY OR LOCAL NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS THAT THEY MAY 
HAVE IN RELATION TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA AND WERE ALSO REMINDED TO MAKE 
ANY DECLARATIONS AT ANY STAGE DURING THE MEETING IF IT BECOMES APPARENT 
THAT THIS MAY BE REQUIRED WHEN A PARTICULAR ITEM OR ISSUE IS CONSIDERED, 
AND TO DEAL WITH DISPENSATIONS AS REQUESTED BY INDIVIDUAL COUNCILLORS IN 
LINE WITH S33 OF THE LOCALISM ACT 2011  
  
Councillor Mapey declared an interest in item 517 as a Director of Choose 
Woodbridge and items 513 as a member of the Art Club. 
 

 

504. COUNCILLORS WITH A PECUNIARY INTEREST IN AN ITEM ON THIS AGENDA, WHO 
WISH TO REMAIN, SPEAK AND/OR VOTE DURING CONSIDERATION OF THAT ITEM, 
MAY APPLY FOR A DISPENSATION BY WRITING TO THE TOWN CLERK PRIOR TO THE 
MEETING. APPLICATIONS MAY ALSO BE CONSIDERED AT THE MEETING ITSELF 
SHOULD THE NATURE OF THE INTEREST BECOME APPARENT TO A COUNCILLOR AT 
THE TIME OF THE MEETING 
 
There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in any item on this 
Agenda to remain, speak and/or vote during consideration of that item. 
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505. TO AGREE AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD  22ND SEPTEMBER 2020  
 
The Council agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting held on 
22nd September. 
 

 

506. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 

There were no questions from the member of the public present. 
 

 

507. TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR PAGE 
 
County Councillor Page spoke to her report and advised that Suffolk County Council 
had today notified that the estimated cost of the 20mph scheme in Woodbridge 
would be £1m.  County Councillor Page reported that she had raised questions 
regarding rights of way around Woodbridge, especially in relation to those crossing 
the railway, which remained unanswered. 
 

 

508. TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS MAPEY AND YULE 
 
District Councillor Yule asked if she could be kept advised of residents’ requests for 
resident parking schemes.  The Council asked District Councillor Yule why there was 
not more regular parking enforcement action being taken in the Thoroughfare. 
 

 

509. TO CONSIDER REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEES AND  
SUB-COMMITTEES  

 
The Council noted the receipt of the minutes of the following Committee meetings: - 
 

a. Planning of 22nd September 2020 
b. Highways of 29th September 2020 
c. Emergency Response Group of 5th October 2020 
d. Planning of 6th October 2020 
e. Climate Emergency of 12th October 2020 
f. Amenities of 13th October 2020 
g. Planning of 15th October 2020 

 

 

510. TO CONSIDER, QUESTION AND AGREE THE FOLLOWING FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 
The Council noted and approved the following financial reports: - 
 

a. Income to 31st September 2020 - £361,099 
b. Expenditure to 31st September 2020 - £146,345 
c. Income and Expenditure against Budget to September 2020 
d. Bank Reconciliation and Supporting Bank Statements to 30th September 

2020 - £739,640.53 
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e. The Accounts and Payments List for October 2020 - £33,400.35 
f. The HSBC Net report for October 2020 - £16,844.63 
g. The HSBC Corporate Card report for September 2020 - £55.90 
h. Summary of Direct Debit payments to 30th September 2020 - £735.88 
i. Debtors Report to 30th September 2020 
j. Expenditure over £500 Report from 1st April – 30th September 2020 
k. The Precept amount of £162,914.00 received on 30th September 2020 

 
511. TO RECEIVE RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE STANDING  ORDERS  WORKING PARTY  

AND AGREE TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING REVISED POLICIES  AND  REMOVE  CERTAIN  
FORMER POLICIES 

 
The Council approved the recommendations from the Standing Orders Working party 
and agreed to adopt the following revised policies: - 
 

a) Reserves Policy 
b) Safeguarding Policy 
c) Land Hire Application Form and Event Safety Guidance 
d) Grants Policy 

 

 

512. TO RECEIVE AND TAKE ACTION UPON, IF APPROPRIATE, THE REPORT OF THE  
EXTERNAL AUDITOR ON THE 2019/2020 ACCOUNTS  
 
This item was deferred as the signed Part 3 had not been received from the External 
Auditor. 
 

 

513. 

 

TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FROM THE ART CLUB FOR FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO REDUCE  
ENERGY CONSUMPTION ON THE PREMISES 
 
The Council considered a request from the Art Club for financial support to reduce 
energy consumption on the premises and agreed that: - 
 

a) The Town Clerk would liaise with the Art Club to try to find grant funding 
from external sources for the works; and 

b) The Town Clerk would commission a survey to determine the life 
expectancy of the asbestos roof. 

 

 

514. FOR MEMBERS TO NOTE THEIR OBLIGATION TO REGULARLY REVIEW AND UPDATE  
AS APPROPRIATE THEIR REGISTER OF INTERESTS 
 
Members noted their obligation to regularly review and update as appropriate their 
Register of Interests. 
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515. TO REVIEW, AMEND AS REQUIRED AND AGREE THE COUNCIL’S STATEMENT OF  

INTERNAL CONTROLS 
 

The Council reviewed, and subject to minor amendments in Section 3 to substitute 
“Finance Committee” for “Finance and Staffing Committees” in line 5 and to add 
Climate Emergency” to the list of Committees in Section 3, agreed the Council’s 
statement of internal controls. 
 

 

516. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON CIL RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE 
 
The Council received and noted the updated CIL receipts and expenditure schedule. 
 

 

517. TO AGREE THE LOCATIONS TO PLANT TREES OFFERED TO THE TOWN COUNCIL  
BY CHOOSE WOODBRIDGE/NOTCUTTS 
 
The Council thanked both Choose Woodbridge and Notcutts for the offer and agreed 
to delegate the final decision on where these should be planted to the Town Clerk in 
consultation with selected Councillors to be nominated by the Town Clerk. 
 

 

518. TO AGREE TO SUPPORT THE SALVATION ARMY IN THEIR EFFORTS TO PROVIDE MEALS 
ON CHRISTMAS DAY 
 
The Council agreed to provide a grant of £1,000 to the Salvation Army towards the 
cost of providing Christmas Day meals to residents of Woodbridge. 
 

 

519. TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC AND PRESS FROM THE REMAINDER  OF  THE  MEETING   IN 
 ACCORD WITH THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSIONS TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 BECAUSE  
OF THE CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION BEING DISCUSSED  
 
The council agreed to exclude the public and press from the remainder of the meeting 
in accord with the Public Bodies (Admissions To Meetings) Act 1960 because of the 
confidential information being discussed. 
 

 

520. TO CONSIDER SELF-MANAGEMENT OF PART OF THE COUNCIL’S ESTATE 
 
The Council considered the confidential report and agreed: - 
 

a) To commission a condition and structural report on the Community 
Hall. 

b) To engage with the Community Hall Trustees to try to strengthen the 
Management Committee. 

c) To engage a consultant to report on the commercial opportunities for 
the Community Hall. 
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521. CLOSURE 

 
The meeting was closed at 9.08pm. 
 

 

 
 
 

Councillor Bale 
Chair 

 
      


