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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of an on-line Meeting of the TOWN COUNCIL held on TUESDAY 21st JULY  2020 at 7pm  
 
Councillors:   
 
Present:  S Bale, Lady C Blois, G Holdcroft, J Jewers (except items 186 -197) S Miller,  

E O’Nolan, R Sanders, M Sutton, S Thompson, C Walsh and M Wilks (except items 
 186 – 189) 

 
Apologies:    S Rawlings, P Gillard and A Semmens 
 
Absent without  M Sylvester and C Mapey 
Apologies:   

 
In Attendance: Locum Town Clerk, Deputy Town Clerk and three members of the public 
  
  Action 

186. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Gillard, Rawlings and 
Semmens. 
 

 

187. MEMBERS AND OFFICERS WERE INVITED TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS OF 
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY OR LOCAL NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS THAT THEY MAY 
HAVE IN RELATION TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA AND WERE ALSO REMINDED TO 
MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS AT ANY STAGE DURING THE MEETING IF IT BECOMES 
APPARENT THAT THIS MAY BE REQUIRED WHEN A PARTICULAR ITEM OR ISSUE IS 
CONSIDERED, AND TO DEAL WITH DISPENSATIONS AS REQUESTED BY INDIVIDUAL 
COUNCILLORS IN LINE WITH S33 OF THE LOCALISM ACT 2011  
  
Councillor Holdcroft Declared a local non-pecuniary interest in item 201 as a Director 
of Choose Woodbridge.   
 
Councillor Sutton declared a local non-pecuniary interest in item 201 and 202 as a 
Director of Woodbridge Riverside Trust.  
 

 

188. COUNCILLORS WITH A PECUNIARY INTEREST IN AN ITEM ON THIS AGENDA, WHO 
WISH TO REMAIN, SPEAK AND/OR VOTE DURING CONSIDERATION OF THAT ITEM, 
MAY APPLY FOR A DISPENSATION BY WRITING TO THE TOWN CLERK PRIOR TO THE 
MEETING. APPLICATIONS MAY ALSO BE CONSIDERED AT THE MEETING ITSELF 
SHOULD THE NATURE OF THE INTEREST BECOME APPARENT TO A COUNCILLOR AT 
THE TIME OF THE MEETING 
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There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in any item on 
this Agenda to remain, speak and/or vote during consideration of that item. 
 

189 TO AGREE AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 7TH JULY 2020  
 
The Council agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting held 
Tuesday 7th July 2020 as a true record. 
 

 

190. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 

A member of the public spoke in favour of the Council granting free use of Elmhurst 
Park to stage an opera when national and local guidance permitted such events. 
 
With the agreement of the Council the Mayor brought agenda item 20 to be 
considered next (now item 191). 
 

 

191. TO GRANT FREE USE OF ELMHURST PARK TO A POST-PANDEMIC OPERA 
PRODUCTION, TO BE STAGED WHEN GOVERNMENT GUIDANCE PERMITS 
 
The Council agreed to grant use of Elmhurst Park, without charge, for the staging of 
an opera when national and local guidance regarding performances permitted such 
events being staged. 
 

 

192. TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR PAGE 
 
The Council noted the receipt of the written report, and agreed to put the closure 
of the Caterpillar Centre on the next Full Council agenda for discussion. 
 

 

193. TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS MAPEY AND YULE 
 
There were no reports from the District Councillors. 
 

 

194. TO CONSIDER REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEES AND  
SUB-COMMITTEES  

 
The Council noted the receipt of the minutes of the following Committee meetings: 
-  

a. Emergency Response of 29th June 2020 
b. Planning of 30th June 2020 
c. Amenities of 8th July 2020 
d. Emergency Response of 13th July 2020 
e. Planning of 14th July 2020 
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195. TO CONSIDER, QUESTION AND AGREE THE FOLLOWING FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 
The Council noted and agreed the following financial reports: - 

 
a) Income to 30th June 2020 £178,745.00 
b) Expenditure to 30th June 2020 £67,341.00 
c) Income and Expenditure against Budget to June 2020 
d) Bank Reconciliation and Supporting Bank Statements to 30th June  

2020 £631,998.71 
e) The Accounts and Payments List for July 2020 £15,689.15 
f) The HSBC Net reports for July 2020 £6,632.23 
g) The HSBC Corporate Card report for June 2020 £205.33 
h) Summary of Direct Debit payments to 30th June 2020 £485.00 
i) Debtors Report to 30th June 2020 

 

 

196. TO RECEIVE RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE STANDING ORDERS WORKING  
PARTY AND AGREE TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING REVISED POLICIES 
 
The Council noted the recommendation of the Standing Orders Working Party and 
agreed to adopt the following reviewed and revised policies, 

 
a) Campaign Policy 
b) Expenses Policy 
c) Flexible Working Policy 
d) Grievance Policy 
e) Lone Working Policy 
f) Maternity Leave and Pay 
g) Paternity Leave Policy 
h) Performance Improvement Policy 
i) Sickness Absence Policy 
j) Training and Development Policy 
k) Whistleblowing Policy 

 

 

197. TO AGREE TO THE DISPOSAL OF A DANGEROUS BENCH 
 

The Council agreed to the disposal of a dangerous bench removed from Kingston 
Field and of no monetary value. 
 

 

198. TO AGREE A RESPONSE TO CONSULTATION ON THE CODE OF CONDUCT 
 

The Council had no comments to make on the consultation on the Code of Conduct 
other than that the £25 limit on gifts needed to be increased. 
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199. TO AGREE TO WRITE OFF THE SUM OF £66.30 AS AN IRRECOVERABLE DEBT 
 

The Council agreed to write off the sum of £66.30 owed by a former Market Trader 
as an irrecoverable debt. 
 

 

200. TO NOTE AND AGREE THE REVALUATION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL’S ASSETS 
 

The Council noted and agreed the revaluation of the Town Council’s assets, which 
were now assessed as £677,124 as of 1st April 2020. 
 

 

201. TO REVIEW REPRESENTATION ON EXTERNAL BODIES AND ARRANGEMENTS  
FOR REPORTING BACK 

 
The Council reviewed its representation on external bodies and arrangements for 
reporting back, and agreed the following appointments and reporting mechanisms:- 
 

 

Committee/Outside Body Current WTC 
Representation: 
Councillors 

Reporting to Frequency of 
Reporting 

Suggested Manner 
of Reporting 

Choose Woodbridge  Bale and O’Nolan Town Council 6 monthly  

Community Hall 
Management Committee 

Gillard and Jewers Finance 6 monthly Circulation of 
minutes 

Greenprint Environmental 
Forum 

Wilks Amenities 6 monthly Circulation of 
minutes 

Leiston and District CAB 
Steering Group 
(incorporating the 
Woodbridge Outreach CAB 

Town Mayor Town Council Annual Circulation of Annual 
Report 

Parish Tree Warden  Blois and Semmens Amenities 6 monthly Circulation of 
written report 

Public Transport Liaison 
Officer  

Sanders Town Council 6 monthly Circulation of 
written report 

Regatta Committee  Deputy Mayor Town Council Annually in 
November 

Circulation of 
accounts 

SALC  Town Mayor and 
Deputy Mayor 

Town Council After each 
meeting 

Circulation of 
meeting agendas 
and minutes 

Woodbridge in Bloom 
Committee 

Blois and Walsh Amenities As required  

Woodbridge SNT Forum (ESC 
meeting) 

Blois, and Sanders plus 
Town Clerk 

Town Council 3 monthly Confidential 
circulation of agreed 
action 

Woodbridge Museum 
Trustees ($) 

Blois and Rawlings Amenities Annual Circulation of Annual 
Report 

Seckford Foundation  Holdcroft Town Council  Annual Circulation of Annual 
Report 

 

  
The Council agreed to revisit its appointments to the Tide Mill Trust at the next 
meeting. 
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The Council further agreed to establish a quarterly meeting with the Police with 
Councillors Blois, Sanders, Sutton and Thompson representing each of the four 
Wards, plus the Town Mayor and Town Clerk. 
 

202. TO CONFIRM RECOMMENDATION FROM THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE THAT THE  

WHISSTOCKS PLACE WORKING GROUP’S CHOICE OF SEATING FOR WHISSTOCKS  

PLACE AND AGREE TO PLACE THE ORDER, INCLUDING AGREEING AN INCREASE IN  

BUDGET 

 
The Council confirmed the recommendation from the Amenities Committee that the 
Whisstocks Place Working Group’s choice of seating for Whisstocks Place be agreed 
as Diamante and agreed to place the order, including the use of earmarked reserves 
and accrued savings arising from COVID19 to enable the purchase at a cost of 
£21,538.88, an increase over the budgeted £5,000. 
 

 

203. TO AGREE A CALENDAR FOR FLYING FLAGS 
 

The Council agreed a calendar for flying flags, subject to a national event occurring.  
The Council agreed that flags would be flown on the dates shown and that one copy 
of each flag not already held by the Council would be purchased. 

 
Date Occasion Type of Flag to be 

Flown 
Flag in 
Stock 

9th March (second 
Monday in March) 

Commonwealth Day Union Flag Yes 

21st April HM Queen Elizabeth 
Birthday 

Union Flag Yes 

4th May Firefighters Day NFRS No 

17th May International Day 
Against Homophobia 

Pride Flag Yes 

13th June Official Birthday of HM 
Queen Elizabeth 

Union Flag Yes 

21st June Suffolk Day Suffolk Flag No 

27th June Armed Forces Day Armed Forces No 

5th July NHS Day NHS Flag No 

3rd September Merchant Navy Day Red Ensign Yes 

15th September Battle of Britain Day RAF Ensign No 

24th October United Nations Day United Nations Flag No 

8th November (nearest 
Sunday to 11th 
November) 

Remembrance Day Union Flag Yes 

11th November Armistice Day Union Flag Yes 
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204. TO CONFIRM THE DECISION OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE TO RESURFACE THE  

SAFETY AREA UNDER THE SWINGS AT KINGSTON FIELDS 

 
The Council confirmed the recommendation of the Amenities Committee to: - 
 

a) that the defective safety surfacing below the swings at Kingston Field be 
replaced by a “wet pour” surfacing at a quoted cost of £9,967.30 

b) that this sum be met from the Kingston Field earmarked reserve 
c) that the sum of £2,000 be included each year in the annual budget against 

future renewal of this surfacing 
 

 

205. TO AGREE TO FURTHER UPDATE STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS  

IN ACCORD WITH AMENDMENTS TO LEGISLATION 

 
The Council noted the minor changes in figures for contracts as amended by 
legislation and agreed to further update Standing Orders and Financial Regulations 
in accord with amendments to legislation. 
 

 

206. TO CONSIDER WHETHER TO NOMINATE INDIVIDUALS FOR HONOURS FOR THEIR  
CONTRIBUTIONS DURING THE COVID19 PANDEMIC 

 
The Council agreed to defer consideration of this item until the next meeting for 
consideration as to whether those who made scrubs could be nominated as a group. 
 

 

207. 

 

TO AGREE TO SITE A NEW NOTICEBOARD AT FITZGERALD GREEN 
 

The Council agreed to site a new open-fronted noticeboard at Fitzgerald Green. 
 

 

208. TO AGREE THAT WHEN PLAYGROUNDS CAN BE SAFELY RE-OPENED IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH GOVERNMENT GUIDELINES THE FIRST DAY IS SOLELY FOR USE BY CHILDREN  
WITH DISABILITIES 

 
The Council agreed that when playgrounds can be safely re-opened in accordance 
with Government guidelines the first day would be reserved solely for use by 
children with disabilities. 
 

 

209. TO AGREE TO SUPPORT THE RECOMMENDATION TO FULL COUNCIL FROM THE  
PLANNING COMMITTEE TO REGISTER AS AN “INTERESTED PARTY” IN THE PRE- 
EXAMINATION PROCESS FOR SIZEWELL C 
 
The Council agreed to support the recommendation to Full Council from the 
Planning Committee that the Council register as an “interested party” in the pre-
examination process for Sizewell C. 
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210. TO CONSIDER AND AGREE OPTIONS FOR EXTENSION OF THE COUNCIL’S  
REWILDING SCHEMES AS RECOMMENDED BY AMENITIES COMMITTEE 

 
The Council considered and agreed options for extension of the Council’s rewilding 
schemes as recommended by Amenities Committee. 
 

 

211. 

 

TO AGREE TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC AND PRESS FROM THE REMAINDER OF THE  
MEETING IN ACCORD WITH THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 
 1960 IN VIEW OF THE CONFIDENTIAL STAFFING MATTERS TO BE AGREED 
 
The Council agreed to exclude the public and press from the remainder of the 
meeting in accord with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 in view 
of the confidential staffing matters to be considered. 
 

 

212. TO AGREE TO MAKE TEMPORARY CHANGES TO THE TOWN CLERK AND DEPUTY  
TOWN CLERK APPOINTMENTS 
 
The Council agreed the temporary changes as recommended in the confidential 
report. 
 

 

213. CLOSURE 
 
The meeting was closed at 9.20pm. 
 

 

 
 
 

Councillor Bale 
Chairman 

 
      


