
 

141 
 

WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of an on-line Meeting of the TOWN COUNCIL held on TUESDAY 22ND SEPTEMBER 2020 at 

 7pm  
 
Councillors:   
 
Present:  S Bale, Lady C Blois, P Gillard (items 400-418), G Holdcroft, J Jewers (items 400–
   417 only), E O’Nolan, S Rawlings R Sanders, M Sutton, C Walsh and M Wilks 
 
Apologies:    C Mapey and S Miller 
 
Absent without    
Apologies:  M Sylvester  

 
In Attendance: Locum Town Clerk, Locum Deputy Town Clerk, County Councillor Page and one 
   member of the public  
  Action 

401. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Mapey and Miller. 
 

 

402. MEMBERS AND OFFICERS WERE INVITED TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS OF 
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY OR LOCAL NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS THAT THEY MAY 
HAVE IN RELATION TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA AND WERE ALSO REMINDED TO MAKE 
ANY DECLARATIONS AT ANY STAGE DURING THE MEETING IF IT BECOMES APPARENT 
THAT THIS MAY BE REQUIRED WHEN A PARTICULAR ITEM OR ISSUE IS CONSIDERED, 
AND TO DEAL WITH DISPENSATIONS AS REQUESTED BY INDIVIDUAL COUNCILLORS IN 
LINE WITH S33 OF THE LOCALISM ACT 2011  
  
Councillor Holdcroft declared a local non-pecuniary interest in item 412 as a Director 
of Choose Woodbridge.   
 
Councillor Sutton declared a local non-pecuniary interest in item 412 as a Director of 
Woodbridge Riverside Trust. 
 

 

403. COUNCILLORS WITH A PECUNIARY INTEREST IN AN ITEM ON THIS AGENDA, WHO 
WISH TO REMAIN, SPEAK AND/OR VOTE DURING CONSIDERATION OF THAT ITEM, 
MAY APPLY FOR A DISPENSATION BY WRITING TO THE TOWN CLERK PRIOR TO THE 
MEETING. APPLICATIONS MAY ALSO BE CONSIDERED AT THE MEETING ITSELF 
SHOULD THE NATURE OF THE INTEREST BECOME APPARENT TO A COUNCILLOR AT 
THE TIME OF THE MEETING 
 
There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in any item on this 
Agenda to remain, speak and/or vote during consideration of that item. 
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404. TO AGREE AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD  18TH AUGUST 2020  

 
The Council agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting held on 
Tuesday 18th August. 
 

 

405. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 

There were no questions from the member of the public present. 
 

 

406. TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR PAGE 
 
The Council noted the receipt of the written report from County Councillor Page, who 
gave a verbal update and comment on it. 
 

 

407. TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS MAPEY AND YULE 
 
The Council noted that neither District Councillor had submitted a report.  The Town 
Clerk was asked to remind them to send a report for the October meeting. 
 

 

408. TO CONSIDER REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEES AND  
SUB-COMMITTEES  

 
The Council noted the receipt of the minutes of the following Committee meetings: - 
 

a. Finance of 19th August 2020 
b. Emergency Response of 24th August 2020 
c. Planning of 25th August 2020 
d. Planning of 8th September 2020 
e. Amenities of 8th September 2020 
f. Climate Emergency of 14th September 2020 
g. Finance of 15th September 2020 

 

 

409. TO CONSIDER, QUESTION AND AGREE THE FOLLOWING FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 

a. Income to 31st August 2020 £191,074.00 
b. Expenditure to 31st August 2020 £112,267.00 
c. Income and Expenditure against Budget to August 2020 
d. Bank Reconciliation and Supporting Bank Statements to 31st August 2020 

£611,333.90 
e. The Accounts and Payments List for September 2020 £26,800.63 
f. The HSBC Net report for September 2020 £26,681.84 
g. The HSBC Corporate Card report for August 2020 £578.75 
h. Summary of Direct Debit payments to 31st August 2020 £218.92 
i. Debtors Report to 31st August 2020 

 



 

143 
 

 
410. TO RECEIVE RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE STANDING ORDERS WORKING PARTY  

AND AGREE TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING REVISED POLICIES AND REMOVE CERTAIN  
FORMER POLICIES 
 

This item was deferred until the October meeting of the Council. 
 

 

411. TO AGREE THE CHARGES FOR HIRE OF THE SHIRE HALL FOR WEDDINGS IN 2022 
 

The Council agreed the charges for hire of the Shire Hall for weddings in 2021 and 
2022 be set as follows (inclusive of VAT), and that if either of the couple being married 
were on the Woodbridge electoral register they would qualify for a 10% discount: - 
 

 2021 2022 

Weekday £580 £650 

Saturday £590 £725 
 

 

 

412. 

 
TO AGREE IN PRINCIPLE TO THE INTERNAL ALTERATIONS PLANNED BY 
WOODBRIDGE RIVERSIDE TRUST FOR THE LONGSHED 

 
The Council agreed in principle to the internal alterations planned by Woodbridge 
Riverside Trust for the Longshed, subject to sight of the final approval of the East 
Suffolk Building Regulations Team. 
 

 

413. TO CONSIDER WHETHER TO ADD THE OLD CEMETERY AND CHAPEL STREET TO THE 
SCHEDULE OF EAST SUFFOLK COUNCIL PREMISES WHICH THE TOWN COUNCIL 
WOULD LIKE TO HAVE TRANSFERRED 

 
The Council agreed to add the old cemetery and Chapel Street to the schedule of East 
Suffolk Council premises which the Town Council would like to have transferred in 
order that a full business case for each area could be prepared before considering 
negotiations with East Suffolk Council. 
 

 

414. TO NOTE THE CONCLUSION OF THE 2020/21, PAY NEGOTIATIONS AND AGREE  
THEIR IMPLEMENTATION 

 
The Council noted the conclusion of the 2020/21 pay negotiations and agreed their 
implementation, backdated to 1st April 2020.  The Council further agreed a 3% 
increase for staff not covered by the national agreement. 
 

 

415. TO NOTE THE CHANGED ARRANGEMENTS FOR REMEMBRANCE DAY  
 
The Council noted, subject to any changes in Government guidance, the changed 
arrangements for Remembrance Day, which would be held in Elmhurst Park where 
there was greater space.  The Town Clerk was asked to ensure that the wreaths were 
later transported to the War Memorial. 

 



 

144 
 

 
416. TO NOTE THE QUOTATIONS RECEIVED FOR THE COUNCIL’S INSURANCE AND  

AGREE WHICH TO ACCEPT 
 
The Council noted the quotations received, and comments received from those 
companies not quoting, for the Council’s insurance and agreed to accept the 3-year 
agreement from its current insurer, Zurich, at a premium of £9,477.80. 
 

 

417. TO CONFIRM THE COUNCILS REGISTRATION STATEMENT IN THE PRE- 
EXAMINATION PROCESS FOR SIZEWELL C 
 
The Council confirmed the Councils registration statement in the pre-examination 
process for Sizewell C.   
 

 

418. TO CONSIDER THE RECOMMENDATION FROM THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY  
COMMITTEE THAT THE COUNCIL ENGAGE PROFESSIONAL PUBLIC RELATIONS  
EXPERTISE TO PROMOTE THE COUNCIL, AND THAT COMMITTEE’S SCHEMES  
BETTER 
 
The Council considered the recommendation from the Climate Emergency 
Committee that the Council engage professional public relations expertise to promote 
the Council, and that Committee’s schemes better, and agreed to investigate the cost 
of an 18-month appointment, to include a revised Town Council website. 
 

 

 Councillor Jewers left the meeting 
 

 

419. TO APPROVE THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY COMMITTEE’S DECISION TO ENGAGE  
EARTHWATCH TO PLANT A “TINY FOREST” AT AN INITIAL COST OF £10,000 
 
The Council agreed to send a “letter of intent” to Earthwatch to plant a “tiny forest” 
so that they could be included in a bid for EU funding for a scheme in Woodbridge.  If 
successful, the EU grant would contribute c£12,500 leaving the Town Council to find 
a further £10,000 towards this ground-breaking initiative. 
 

 

 Councillor Gillard left the meeting 
 

 

420. TO AGREE TO THE RECOMMENDATION FROM THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY  
COMMITTEE TO REGISTER WOODBRIDGE AS AN EARTH PROTECTOR TOWN 

 
The Council agreed to the recommendation from the Climate Emergency Committee 
to register Woodbridge as an earth protector town. 
 

 

421. TO RECEIVE AND TAKE ACTION UPON, IF APPROPRIATE, THE REPORT OF THE  
EXTERNAL AUDITOR ON THE 2019/2020 ACCOUNTS  
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This item was deferred to the October meeting as the External Auditor had not 
finalised their report. 
 

422. TO AGREE TO THE WHISSTOCKS FLOODGATE SERVICING 
 
The Council agreed to the servicing of the floodgate and purchase of a replacement 
airline (a condition of the agreement with the Environment Agency) at a total cost of 
£1,348.50. 
 

 

423. TO NOTE THE CHANGE OF DATES JANUARY FULL COUNCIL AND FINANCE 
 
The Council noted the change of dates for the January Finance Committee and Full 
Council meetings. 
 

 

424. CLOSURE 
 
The meeting was closed at 8.37pm. 
 

 

 
 
 

Councillor Bale 
Chair 

 
      


