WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of an on-line Meeting of the TOWN COUNCIL held on TUESDAY 26™ APRIL 2021 at 7pm

Councillors:

Present:

Apologies:

In Attendance:

S Bale, Lady C Blois (except items 1038-1054), P Gillard (items 1035-1053
only), G Holdcroft, J Jewers (items 1038-1054 only), S Miller, R Sanders (except
items 1035-1038), M Sutton, M Sylvester and C Walsh

E O’Nolan, S Rawlings and County Councillor Page
Locum Town Clerk, Locum Deputy Town Clerk and one member of the public

Action

1035. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors O’Nolan, Rawlings and
County Councillor Page.

1036. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Sutton declared an interest in item 1044 as Director of Woodbridge
Riverside Trust.

Councillor Sylvester declared an interest in item 1052 as a Trustee of Woodbridge

Museum.

No other Members declared any interests in matters on the agenda.

1037.  TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS

There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in any item on this
Agenda to remain, speak and/or vote during consideration of that item.

1038. TO AGREE AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 16™ MARCH 2021

The Council agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting held on
16™ March 2021.

Councillors Blois, Jewers and Sanders joined the meeting.

1039.  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

There were no questions from members of the public.
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1040. TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS MAPEY AND YULE

No written report had been received from the District Councillors.

1041. TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR PAGE

The Council noted the receipt of the written report.

1042. FOR MEMBERS TO QUESTION THE DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS ON
MATTERS CONTAINED IN THEIR WRITTEN REPORTS

There were no questions raised on County Councillor Page’s report.

1043. TO CONSIDER REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEES AND SUB-
COMMITTEES

The Council noted the receipt of the following Committee minutes: -

Planning of 16™ March 2021

Highways of 23¢ March 2021

Finance 23" March 2021

Emergency Response Group of 29" March 2021
Planning 30" March 2021

Staffing 6™ April 2021

Climate and Ecological Emergency 6™ April 2021
Amenities 6™ April 2021

S® 0 o0 T

1044. TO CONSIDER, QUESTION AND AGREE THE FOLLOWING FINANCIAL REPORTS

The Council noted and approved the following financial reports: -

a. Income to 31°t March 2021 - £422,135.00

b. Expenditure to 31°* March 2021 - £371,527.00

C. Income and Expenditure against Budget to 31°* March 2021

d. Bank Reconciliation and Supporting Bank Statements to 31 March
2021 - £596,585.00

e. The Accounts and Payments List for April 2021 - £39,838.53

f. The HSBC Net report for April 2021 - £38,314.53

g. The HSBC Corporate Card report for March 2021 - £229.55

h. Summary of Direct Debit payments to 315 March 2021 - £683.63

i,

Debtors Report to 31 March 2021
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1045.

1046.

1047.

1048.

1049.

TO NOTE AND AGREE THE RECOMMENDATION FROM THE STAFFING COMMITTEE
REGARDING THE PROCESS FOR FUTURE STAFF RECRUITMENT

The Council noted and agreed the recommendation from the Staffing Committee
regarding the process for future staff recruitment.

PUBLIC QUESTIONS

Agenda Item 5 discussed next.

With a member of the public having now joined the meeting the Council agreed that
he may address the Council

The member of the public outlined his proposals for a second “Tree for Peace” and
the establishment of a walk between that tree, to be in Fen Meadow, and the existing
tree in Kingston Field.

With the Council’s approval the Mayor directed that agenda item 17 be heard next.

TO CONSIDER A REQUEST TO DESIGNATE A SECOND “TREE FOR PEACE” ON FEN
MEADOW

The Committee considered the request and agreed to designate a tree on Fen
Meadow as a second “Tree for Peace” and to, covid restrictions permitting, arrange
a service of dedication on 21°t September 2021.

TO CONSIDER THE REINSTATEMENT OF THE PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE AT KINGSTON FIELD

The Council consider the reinstatement of the pedestrian bridge at Kingston Field and
agreed to advertise on the Contracts Finder website for both the culverting of the
ditch including erection of railings and provision of a new bridge. The Council also
agreed to contact the Army to see if they could assist in some way.

The Council agreed to earmark any savings which might accrue in respect of Theatre
Street toilets and staff salaries towards the cost of the works with the balance being
met from CIL monies.

TO NOTE THE INCREASED COSTS OF A DAILY EMPTYING OF ALL THE COUNCIL’'S WASTE
BINS AND AGREE WHETHER TO PROCEED WITH A DAILY EMPTYING

The Council noted the increased costs of a daily emptying of all the Council’s waste
bins and agreed to proceed with a daily emptying to 31% October with a review of its
effectiveness at the October Full Council meeting.

340



1050.

1051.

1052.

1053.

1054.

1055.

TO CONSIDER EMPLOYING SECURITY STAFF TO UNDERTAKE PATROLS OF THE
COUNCIL'S ESTATE

The Council considered employing security staff to undertake patrols of the Council’s
estate, and agreed a budget of £1,000, to be met from the PCSO/Youth Projects
earmarked reserves for random patrols of EImhurst Park until 215 June 2021, with a
review of the effectiveness of such patrols then.

TO CONSIDER THE PROVISION OF A COMMUNAL FIRE PIT OR BBQ AREA ON THE
COUNCIL'S LAND

The Council considered the provision of a communal fire pit or BBQ area on the
Council’s land and agreed to seek more advice from the Fire Service and the Council’s
insurers, as well as establishing the likely costs of providing/maintaining such a
facility.

TO AGREE TO THE PROPOSED ASSIGNMENT OF THE WOODBRIDGE MUSEUM’S
CURRENT LONG LEASEHOLD INTEREST TO WOODBRIDGE MUSEUM CIO

The Council agreed to the proposed assignment of the Woodbridge Museum’s
current long leasehold interest to Woodbridge Museum CIO, subject to the Museum
meeting the Council’s legal costs involved in the assignment.

TO AGREE TO EXCLUDE, IN ACCORD WITH THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO
MEETINGS) ACT 1960, THE PUBLIC AND PRESS ON ACCOUNT OF THE CONFIDENTIAL
MATTERS TO BE DISCUSSED

The Council agreed to exclude, in accord with the Public Bodies (Admission To
Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press on account of the confidential matters to be
discussed.

TO CONSIDER THE APPOINTMENT OF ORWELL HOUSING AS THIS COUNCIL'S
PREFERRED SMALL WORKS MAINTENANCE CONTRACTOR

Councillor Miller declared an interest in this item as an employee of Orwell Housing
and absented herself from the discussion.

The Council considered and agreed the appointment of Orwell Housing as this
Council’s preferred small works maintenance contractor until 31°* March 2022 with a

review of its effectiveness at the March 2022 Full Council meeting.

TO AGREE TO THE TERMS FOR THE DISPOSAL OF THE THEATRE STREET TOILETS
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The Council considered terms for the disposal of the Theatre Street toilets and agreed
to confirm certain matters regarding disposal with East Suffolk Council, and defer
further consideration of this item until at least the Council meeting on 4™ May.

1056. TO RECEIVE A POST-COVID EVENTS WORKING PARTY REPORT

The Council received a report and agreed that the budgets for “Post-covid events”
and “Christmas Events” be amalgamated and ring-fenced for supporting organisations
wishing to stage events on the Council’s land, and that the combined budget be held,
and relevant applications considered, by the Amenities Committee. The Town Council
Grant Funding also remains open to applications from organisations supporting covid
recovery.

The Amenities Committee would also be responsible for leading on working in
partnership with local ‘Not for Profit’ community groups and organisations by
supporting them with the development of safe outdoor Cultural and Arts Events in
the town for local people and their families.

The Post-Covid events working party will develops into the “‘Woodbridge Community
Events Delivery Group’ and work alongside the Town Clerk to support local ‘Not for
Profit’ organisations/groups to enable a range of events across Woodbridge to be
delivered for the local people of Woodbridge and its Visitors.

1057. TO NOTE THE COUNCIL'S SUBMISSION TO THE PLANNING INSPECTORATE PRIOR TO
PROCEDURAL DEADLINE B

The Council noted the submitted written response and thanked Councillor Sanders
for his work in preparing it.

1058. TO CONSIDER WHETHER TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER THERE IS PUBLIC INTEREST IN
FORMING A TOWN TWINNING ASSOCIATION INDEPENDENT OF THE TOWN COUNCIL

In view of the lateness of the hour this matter was deferred to the next meeting of
the
Council.

1059. CLOSURE

The meeting was closed at 9.47pm.

Councillor Bale
Chair
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