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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of an on-line Meeting of the ANNUAL TOWN COUNCIL held on WEDNESDAY 28TH APRIL  
2021 at 7pm  
 
Councillors:   
 
Present: S Bale (Town Mayor) and twenty-three members of the public 

  

Apologies:  E O’Nolan  
   

In Attendance: Locum Town Clerk, Locum Deputy Town Clerk 
 
 

  Action 

  1073. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence had been received from E O’Nolan. 
 

 

 1074. CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE TOWN MEETING HELD ON 

TUESDAY 30TH APRIL 2019 

 
The minutes of the Town Meeting held on Tuesday 30th April 2019 were agreed and 
signed as a true record. 
 

 

 1075. REPORT FROM THE TOWN MAYOR ON THE CIVIC YEAR 

 
Councillor Bale, the Town Mayor reported that, looking back over the last year, it goes 
without saying that it has been the strangest and saddest time.  
 

While there have been hardly any public or formal events, with the exception of limited 
VJ Day and Armistice Day commemorations, things have been happening in the town, 
notably:  
 
• The Emergency Response Group was set up to help residents throughout the key 

months of the pandemic. Councillors worked with an army of willing volunteers who 
helped to deliver prescriptions, food and emotional support. The latter two services 
are still ongoing for as long as people need them. Our thanks are due to all the 
volunteers and to County Councillor Page for all their work. The Group was proud 
to receive two awards from Radio Suffolk and also the Lord Lieutenant of Suffolk 
Award in Recognition of Outstanding Service to the Community.  

• It’s been really heartening to witness the town’s response to the pandemic. 
Numerous voluntary organisations as well as individuals have stepped up to offer 
help and support, businesses have come up with inventive solutions and an increase 
in food and other deliveries has made everyone’s lives easier.  
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•   Our new tenants at the Pavilion Café, Kingston Field, are Access Community Trust. 
They opened their doors in February 2020 just before lockdown. However, 
undeterred, and in line with their philosophy of community help and engagement, 
they have done a great job creating take-away food and helping others like the 
Salvation Army to feed people in need.  

•   The Community Hall has had a vital role in the rollout of the vaccination programme; 
the Tide Mill team has created a really imaginative set of online educational 
materials; work in the Longshed has continued when it could, with youth projects 
as well as the ongoing building of the ship by the Ship’s Company; the Museum has 
been preparing all-new displays ready for opening in May.  

•   After the declaration of a climate emergency and the climate summit held in 2019, 
the council set about making some of the parks more biodiverse and wildlife-
friendly. A section of Elmhurst Park is set aside for wildflowers and annuals have 
been replaced by perennials in the borders. Hedges in Fen Meadow have been ‘laid’ 
and around 1000 new hedge plants, donated by the Woodland Trust, have been 
planted. Kingston Field has seen some new hedge planting too. At Broomheath, an 
area has been fenced off to allow the undergrowth and grass to regenerate after 
the devastating fire some years ago and rabbit activity since. Thanks are due to 
Suffolk Coast and Heaths AONB for their contribution to the cost. Later in the year, 
the Council registered Woodbridge as an Earth Protector Town, thus publicly 
affirming our support for the movement to declare 'ecocide' a crime under 
international law.  

•   The daily closure of the Thoroughfare to traffic between 10 and 2 has been received 
very positively. At the same time, the County Council has put in place a new Traffic 
Regulation Order in the Thoroughfare which will greatly limit traffic and allow no 
parking apart from 15 minute delivery slots. In addition, four years after the County 
Council agreed on implementation of a 20 m.p.h. scheme for the town, the Town 
Council has agreed to part fund the first, design, stage of the process. The rest of 
the funding for this stage will come from money set aside in the County Councillor’s 
budget.  

•   I’m glad that there is momentum to re-apply for Woodbridge to become a Fairtrade 
town once more – a small committee is being set up to work on the application. 

•   It’s also good to see the young people of the town being given a voice. A group has 
been meeting weekly to talk about ways that they can have their say and be heard. 
They have joined the British Youth Council.  

•  We do have threats – we are sandwiched between the A12 and the railway and 
there are huge implications for us in regard to potential Sizewell construction traffic; 
plus, the proposed traffic-lighting of parts of the A12 could see more traffic diverting 
through the town. 

 
However, as we’ve heard recently, - not that we needed to be told – Woodbridge is the 
best place to live in the Eastern region. I think we should thank all the townspeople 
who have continued to make that true over the last gruelling 12 months. 
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 1076. TO ANSWER QUESTIONS OR DISCUSS STATEMENTS ON TOWN AFFAIR FROM MEMBERS 

OF THE PUBLIC 

 
Two members of Woodbridge Rotary regarding the format of this year’s Heritage Open 
Days, which was to be directed towards local food producers and suppliers, with the 
hope that it would be possible to involve school-children in illustrating the journey from 
plant to plate using flour ground by the Tide Mill. 
 
A member of the public spoke about the need for some form of residents’ parking 
scheme in the St John’s Hill area of town. 
 

A member of the public spoke at length about the extent and nature of the anti-social 
behaviour taking place at Broomheath, extending from the Council’s land onto that of 
other landowners and the risks to those involved arising from their trespass onto the 
railway. 
 

Another member of the public spoke about similar anti-social behaviour occurring in 
Elmhurst Park. 
 

Several members of the town’s Youth Council indicated that prosecution of the 
offenders was not the solution but that the town needed to find a more positive way 
to address it, and that there was a danger that stopping anti-social behaviour at one 
location may only move it to another location. 
 

A member of the public urged residents to support the Jetty Lane project as this was 
intended to provide the social meeting place for young people in the town, and another 
indicated that pre-covid there had been attempts to establish a drop-in centre for 
young people. 
 

 

 1077. CLOSURE 
 

The meeting was closed at 7.40pm. 

 

 
 
 

Councillor Bale 
Chair 


