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Woodbridge Town Council 
 
Minutes of a Meeting of the Town Council held at the John Gibbons Gallery, on Tuesday 14th 

December 2021 at 7pm  
 
Councillors:    
 
Present: D Adelson, S Bale, P Gillard, G Holdcroft, J Jewers, E O’Nolan, C Page, S 

Rawlings, S Miller, M Sutton and M Wilks.  
 
Apologies: Lady C Blois, C Mapey, M Sylvester, R Sanders and C Walsh 
 
In Attendance: Town Clerk and five members of the public 
 
613. Apologies 

 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Blois, Mapey, Sanders, Sylvester, 
and Walsh  
 

614. To receive declarations of interest 
 
Councillor Sutton declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 629 as a Director of 
Woodbridge Riverside Trust and a Trustee of the Tide Mill.  
 
Councillor Holdcroft a non-pecuniary interest in items 626 and 627 as a Director of Choose 
Woodbridge.  
 
No other Councillors declared any interest in matters on the agenda. 
 

615. To consider requests for dispensations 
 
There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this 
Agenda to remain, speak and/or vote on that item in which they had declared an interest. 
 

616. Public Question Time 
 
A member of the public addressed the Council regarding the potential development of the 
Theatre Street toilets site.  
 
A member of the public addressed the Council regarding traffic calming on Burkitt Road.  
 

617. To receive a written report from County Councillor Page 
 
The Council noted the receipt of a written report from County Councillor Page. 
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618. To receive a written report from District Councillors Mapey and Yule. 
 
No report had been received from the District Councillors.  
 

619. For Members to question the District and County Councillors on matters contained in their 
written reports. 
 
Members noted that Councillors Sutton, Blois, Adelson and Jewers, along with the District 
and County Councillors, will attend the Councillor surgery on the Thoroughfare.  
 

620. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held on 7th December 2021 
 
The Council agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting held 7th 
December 2021 as a true record. 
 

621. To consider question and agree the following Financial Reports 
 
The Council noted the receipt of and approved the following financial reports:- 

 
a. Income to 30th November 2021 - £437,363.00 
b. Expenditure to 30th November 2021 - £266,877.00 
c. Income and Expenditure against Budget to November 2021 
d. Bank Reconciliation and Supporting Bank Statements to 30th November 2021 - 

£757,404.29 
e. The Accounts and Payments List for December 2021 - £11,181.81 
f. The HSBC Net report for December 2021 - £10,291.28 
g. The HSBC Corporate Card report for November 2021 - £0.00 
h. Summary of Direct Debit payments to 30th November 2021 - £292.06 
i. Debtors Report to 30th November 2021 

 
622. To note the receipt of the minutes from this Council’s Committees:- 

 
a. Planning – 30.11.21 
b. Highways – 06.12.21 
c. Climate and Ecological Emergency – 06.12.21 
d. Amenities – 06.12.21 
 

623. To note the resignation of Cllr. Jewers from the Planning Committee, and appoint a 
member to the Committee.  
 
It was agreed to appoint Councillor Page to the Planning Committee.  
 

624. To agree to adopt the following policies as recommended by the Standing Orders Working 
Party. 
The Council agreed to adopt the following policies: 
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a) Annual Leave 
b) Anti-Harassment and Bullying Policy 
c) Disciplinary Policy 
d) Emergency Dependants Leave 
e) Equal Opportunities Policy 
f) Expenses Policy 
g) Flexible Working Policy 
 

625. To agree to use the Elections EMR to pay for the May 2021 elections.  
 
The Council agreed that the cost of the May 2021 elections, £4,304.52, should be met from 
the Elections Ear Marked Reserve (335).  
 

626. To receive an update from East Suffolk Council regarding the Town Wide Wi-Fi scheme.  
 

Members discussed the proposal from East Suffolk Council to provide public Wi-Fi for the 

Thoroughfare and Market Hill, noting concerns about its failure to cover areas used by 

young people, such as the skatepark.  

 

The Council confirmed their approval of the two zones proposed by East Suffolk Council but 

wished to explore further the potential for funding to be provided by the District 

Councillors to widen the areas covered by Wi-Fi.  

 
627. To consider an offer from East Suffolk Council regarding their East Suffolk Town 

Celebrations update. 
 
The Council agreed to accept the offer of a consultancy package from East Suffolk Council, 
during phase 2.   
 

628. To consider a request from the Highways Committee to agree the Council’s response to the 

Lorry Route Plan review in Suffolk. 

 

The Council agreed to submit the following three areas to the Lorry Route Plan review 

Suffolk: 

 

- Grundisburgh Road, Burkitt Road, New Street, St Johns Street (B1079) 

- Beaconsfield Road, Victoria Road, Sun Lane 

- Quay Street, Church Street, Seckford Street 

 
629. To consider a request from the Woodbridge Riverside Trust to provide flood defence 

protection for the Longshed.  
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Councillor Sutton stated that he would refrain from voting and discussion on this matter.  

 

The Council agreed to bear the financial cost of installing flood barriers to the protect the 

Longshed, and agreed to proceed with the quotation from Flood Protection Solutions Ltd 

at a cost of £4,874.50 ex VAT. It was agreed that the cost for this work would be met from 

the Asset Major Works Ear Market Reserve (375).  

 

The Town Clerk was asked to seek legal advice on how the Council can seek damages from 

the developers of Whisstocks.  

 

630. Closure 
 
The meeting was closed at 8.05pm. 

   
                 Councillor Bale 

Chair 


