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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of a Meeting of the TOWN COUNCIL held at the Woodbridge Methodist Church on TUESDAY 
17TH AUGUST 2021 at 7pm  
 
Councillors:    
 
Present: D Adelson, S Bale, Lady C Blois, S Miller, S Rawlings, R Sanders, M Sutton and M 

Wilks 
   

In Attendance: Locum Deputy Town Clerk, Deputy Clerk and one member of the public 
 
Apologies: P Gillard, G Holdcroft, E O’Nolan, C Page, M Sylvester and C Walsh  
 
Absent 
without Apologies: J Jewers and C Mapey  
 
241. Apologies 

 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Gillard, Holdcroft, Page, Sylvester 
and Walsh. 
 

242. To receive declarations of interest 
 
Councillor  Sutton declared  an  interest in item 253 as a Director  of  Woodbridge  Riverside  
Trust  and Trustee of the Tide Mill.   
 
Councillor Bale declared an interest in item 253 as a Trustee of the Tide Mill Trust.   
 
Councillors Blois and Rawlings declared an interest in item 253 a Trustees of the Museum.   
 
No other Councillors declared any interest in matters on the agenda. 
 

243. To consider requests for dispensations 
 
There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this Agenda 
to remain, speak and/or vote on that item in which they had declared an interest. 
 

244. Public question time 
 
No member of the public wished to speak. 
 

245. To note the receipt of a written report from County Councillor Page 
 
The Council noted the receipt of a written report from County Councillor Page. 
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246. To note the receipt of a written report from District Councillors Mapey and Yule 

 
The Council noted that no report had been received. 
 

247. 
 

For members to question the District and County Councillors on matters contained in their 
written reports 
 
There were no questions for County Councillor Page, who was absent due to illness. 
 

248. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 20th July 2021 
 
The Council agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting held 20th July 
2021 as a true record, subject to the following amendment to minute 178 (b) so that it read 
“The Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee liaise with the Planning Committee to 
co-ordinate responses on planning applications involving significant trees”. 
 

249. To consider, question and agree the following Financial Reports 
 
The Council noted and agreed the following financial reports: - 
 

a. Income to 31st July 2021 - £239,682.00 
b. Expenditure to 31st July 2021 - £6,845.00 
c. Income and Expenditure against Budget to July 2021 
d. Bank Reconciliation and Supporting Bank Statements to 31st July 2021 - £700,543.16 
e. The Accounts and Payments List for August 2021 - £9,373.48 
f. The HSBC Net report for August 2021 - £9,373.48 
g. The HSBC Corporate Card report for July 2021 - £347.14  
h. Summary of Direct Debit payments to 31st July 2021 - £82.49 
i. Debtors Report to 31st July 2021 
 

It was reported that the outstanding debtor had paid. 
 
The Council wished to express their thanks to the Finance Assistant for her work in ensuring 
the accounts were up to date and accurate. 
 

250. To note the receipt of the minutes from this Council’s Committees 
 
The Council noted the receipt of the minutes from the following Committees: - 
 

a) Staffing Committee held 29th June 2021 
b) Planning Committee held 29th June 2021 
c) Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee held 6th July 2021 
d) Amenities Committee held 6th July 2021 
e) Highways Committee held 13th July 2021 
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f) Planning Committee held 13th July 2021 
 

251. To nominate a Councillor to attend meetings of The Ship’s Company  
 
The Council nominated Councillor Adelson to attend meetings of the Ship’s Company. 
 

252. To nominate a Councillor to attend meeting of The Woodbridge Society  
 
The Council nominated Councillor Blois to attend meetings of The Woodbridge Society. 
 

253. To agree by way of memorandum of understanding the relationship between the Town 
Council (as Corporate Trustee) and The Tide Mill Trust (as Managing Trustee) 
 
The Council agreed to defer a decision on this matter until the November meeting and to 
invite the Tide Mill, the Museum, the Longshed and the Art Club to submit a bid for a co-
ordinated educational programme, particularly involving schools, for the Woodbridge 
Historic Riverside area. 

 
254. To agree to jointly provide a changing places toilet facility as part of the planned 

refurbishment of Elmhurst Park toilets in Elmhurst Park toilets in 2022 
 
The Council agreed to jointly, with East Suffolk Council, to provide a changing places toilet 
facility as part of the planned refurbishment of Elmhurst Park toilets in 2022. 
 

255. To consider how to commemorate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
 
The Council agreed to allocate a draft budget of £20,000 for an event in Elmhurst Park to 
include music through the Queen’s reign, free fairground rides for younger children, 
opportunities for local voluntary organisations to showcase their offers, and other free 
activities to be held on the Friday of the Bank Holiday.  The Council nominated the Town 
Clerk, together with Councillors Miller, Blois and Wilks to prepare some ideas and costings 
for an early meeting of the Council. 
 

256. To consider the purchase of planters for installation in the Thoroughfare 
 
The Council agreed to investigate the use of planters further. 

 
257. To agree to purchase of the Market Hill telephone kiosk 

 
The Council agreed to purchase of the Market Hill telephone kiosk and committed a budget 
of £250 from the Amenities Committee budget to making the lighting safe and installing 
shelving so that it may be used as a free book library. 
 

258. To consider holding a programme of Councillor surgeries 
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Council considered holding a programme of Councillor surgeries and asked Councillors 
Sanders, Sutton, Blois, together with a Councillor representing the Riverside Ward to review 
the matter and agree a plan for future Councillor attendance at such surgeries. 
 

259. To review the Town Council’s Privacy Notice 
 
The Council reviewed the Privacy Notice and agreed that no  changes were required. 
 

260. To consider the Council’s position on the former District Council Offices site on Melton Hill 
following the marketing of the site with extant Planning Permission 
 
The Council agreed to defer this matter and to seek advice from the Suffolk Association of 
Local Councils. 
 

261. Closure 
 
The meeting was closed at 8.50pm. 
 
 

   
 
                 Councillor Bale 

Chair 


