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Woodbridge Town Council 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Town Council held at the John Gibbins Gallery, on Tuesday 19th April 
2022 at 7pm  
 
Councillors:    
 
Present: D Adelson, S Bale, Lady C Blois, P Gillard, G Holdcroft, E O’Nolan, S Miller, C 

Page, S Rawlings, and C Walsh 
 
Apologies: J Jewers, C Mapey, R Sanders, M Sutton, M Sylvester and M Wilks 
 
In Attendance: Town Clerk and one member of the public.  
 
914. Apologies 

 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Jewers, Mapey, Sanders, Sutton, 
Sylvester and Wilks.  
 

915. To receive declarations of interest 
 
Councillor Gillard declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 925 as a Trustee of the Tide 
Mill Trust.  
 
Councillor Bale declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 925 as a Trustee of the Tide Mill 
Trust.  
 
Councillor Holdcroft declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 925 as a Trustee of the Tide 
Mill Trust, and in item 922e as a Director of Choose Woodbridge.  
 
No other Councillors declared any interest in matters on the agenda. 
 

916. To consider requests for dispensations 
 
There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this 
Agenda to remain, speak and/or vote on that item in which they had declared an interest. 
 

917.  Public Question Time 
 
The member of the public present did not wish to speak.  
 

918.  To receive a written report from County Councillor Page 
 
The Council noted the receipt of a written report from County Councillor Page. 
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919. To receive a written report from District Councillors Mapey and Yule. 
 

No report had been received from the District Councillors.  
 
Councillor Miller arrived.  
 

920. For Members to question the District and County Councillors on matters contained in their 
written reports. 
 
Members discussed the County Councillors report.  
 

921. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 24th March 2022 
 
The Council agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting held 24th 
March 2022 as a true record. 
 

922. To consider question and agree the following Financial Reports 
 
a. Income to 31st March 2022 - £451,065.00 
b. Expenditure to 31st March 2022 - £533,948.00 
c. Income and Expenditure against Budget to 31st March 2022 
d. Bank Reconciliation and Supporting Bank Statements to 31st March 2022 - £522,508.30 
e. The Accounts and Payments List for April 2022 - £30,439.42 
f. The HSBC Net report for April 2022 - £29,439.42 
g. The HSBC Corporate Card report for March 2022 - £356.95 
h. Summary of Direct Debit payments to 31st March 2022- £1,166.48 
i. Expenditure over £500 Report from 1st January – 31st March 2022 
j.   Debtors Report to 31st March 2022 
 

923. To note the receipt of the minutes from this Council’s Committees: - 
 
The council noted the receipt of the following minutes:  
 

a. Planning – 29.03.22 
b. Climate and Ecological Emergency – 05.04.22 
c. Amenities – 05.04.22 
d. Planning – 12.04.22 

 
924.  To note the receipt of the pay award for 2021/22 and the 2022/23 LGPS Pension 

Contribution Bandings. 
 
Members noted the receipt of the pay award for 2021/22 and the 2022/23 LGPS Pension 
Contribution Bandings. 
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925. 
 

To consider a grant application from the Tide Mill Trust.  
 
It was agreed that the budgeted sum of £7,500 (code 4810) be granted to the Tide Mill 
Trust further to their grant application.  
 

926. To note the closure of the Woodbridge branch of HSBC and agree to transfer face to face 
banking arrangements to the Saxmundham branch.   
 
It was agreed to transfer face to face banking arrangements to the Saxmundham branch of 
HSBC.  
 

927. To receive a recommendation from the Amenities Committee regarding the Elmhurst Park 
play area update.    
 
It was agreed to confirm the recommendation from the Amenities Committee that Kompan 
be appointed as the contractor to undertake the Elmhurst Park play area update at a cost 
of £50,000.  
 
It was further agreed that in line with the 2022/23 budget and following recent advice from 
Rialtas Business Solutions (The Councils financial software provider) that payment for these 
items be made/ allocated from the following Earmarked Reserves of the Council: 
 
£30,000 – Elmhurst Park play equipment EMR (345) 
£20,000 – Fen Meadow play equipment EMR (365) 
 

928. To appoint a contractor to undertake the Art Club structural survey.   
 
It was agreed to delegate the authority to appoint a contractor to undertake the Art Club 
structural survey to the Amenities Committee.  

  
929. To agree the 2021/22 CIL report 

 
The 2021/22 CIL report, to be published on the Councils website, was agreed.  
 

930.  To receive a report from the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee regarding the 
Climate Action Event.   
 
The Deputy Chair of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee provided a verbal 
report of the Climate Action Event.  
 

931.  To consider a report on the 2021/22 Financial Year. 
 
Members noted the report on the 2021/22 Financial Year.  
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932. To agree to seek quotations for a contractor to undertake the rebuild valuations of 
properties on the Town Council estate. 
 
It was agreed that quotations should be sought for a contractor to undertake the rebuild 
valuations of properties on the Town Council estate. 
 

933.  To consider a request from the Woodbridge Riverside Trust for a Town Council 
representative to be appointed to their organisation. 
 
It was agreed to appoint Cllr. Bale as the Councils representative to the Woodbridge 
Riverside Trust.  
 

934.  To receive a verbal report from the Chair following a meeting with East Suffolk Council 
regarding the Melton Hill site. 
 
The Chair provided a verbal report following a meeting with East Suffolk Council regarding 
the Melton Hill site. 
 

935.  To consider a request from the Anglian Energy Planning Alliance to add the Council’s name 
to a letter to the Secretary of State for Business Energy and Industrial Strategy. 
 
It was agreed to add the Council’s name as a signatory to a letter to the Secretary of State 
for Business Energy and Industrial Strategy regarding Sizewell C.  
 

936. To Council excluded the Public and Press from the remainder of the meeting in accord with 
the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1690 because of the confidential 
information being discussed  

 
Council Members agreed to exclude the Public and Press from the remainder of the 
meeting in accord with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1690 because of 
the confidential information being discussed 

 

937. To consider an agreement proposed by the Environment Agency regarding the Whisstocks 
floodgate.  
 
It was agreed to defer this item until legal advice was received from the Council’s solicitor.  
 

938.  To consider a recommendation from the Accommodation Working Party. 
 
It was agreed to confirm the recommendation from the Accommodation Working Party.  
 

939.  To consider a recommendation from the Staffing Committee regarding the recruitment of a 
handyperson to Woodbridge Town Council. 
 
It was agreed to defer this item to allow the Clerk, Chair and Chair of the Staffing 
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Committee more time to consider the recruitment process.  
 

940. To consider a recommendation from the Staffing Committee regarding staff pay. 
 
It was agreed to confirm the recommendation from the Staffing Committee regarding staff 
pay.  
 

941.  To consider a recommendation from the Staffing Committee regarding a request from the 
Council’s Wedding Officer. 
 
It was agreed to confirm the recommendation from the Staffing Committee regarding a 
request from the Council’s Wedding Officer. 
 

942 Closure 
 
The meeting was closed at 8.32pm.  
 

   
                 Councillor Bale 

Chair 


