Civic Year 2021-22 — ClIr Sue Bale, Mayor of Woodbridge.

After the mainly locked-down year 20/21, things started opening up a bit in the civic
year 21/22 though still not enough for us to have face-to-face council meetings until
summer 21 and even then we couldn’t meet in the Shire Hall. Even today, we have
erred on the side of caution in the spacious surroundings of the Quay church.

Some important milestones:

. We were determined to give back something to the town as a post-pandemic
treat so in the summer we arranged a day of music, entertainment and dancing in
Elmhurst Park followed by a DJ session in the evening.

. In October we appointed a new Town Clerk, well known to everyone as the
previous Deputy Town Clerk — Greg Diaper. Then in January this year we welcomed a
new Deputy Town Clerk, Belinda Lloyd, who has hit the ground running. This means we
now have a full complement of officers.

. The eagerly-awaited new accessible play equipment was installed in Kingston
Field and, from what we hear, it has not disappointed. There’s more to come in
Elmhurst in the coming year.

. The Experimental Traffic Order in the Thoroughfare was made permanent,
allowing pedestrians the freedom to wander and shop in greater safety.
. Discussions have been held regularly with Suffolk County Highways to progress

the plans for a 20 m.p.h. zone in the town.

. The council’s green initiatives continue apace . We have two tree wardens who
have overseen the increased hedge-planting in Kingston and Fen Meadow. In addition
the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee organised a hugely successful
Climate Action weekend in April. Keynote speaker was Lord Deben who was joined by
eminent local speakers for a packed weekend of talks and demos.

. In August, the Town Council was pleased to announce that it has entered into a
long lease with the Crown Estates, which enables the council to manage and preserve
the Deben foreshore in front of Whisstocks Quay.

. The council has been very active as an ‘Interested Party’ in the Examination
phase of the Sizewell C application and managed to highlight and press for resolution
the areas of concern for Woodbridge especially during the construction stage, if the
project gets the government’s go-ahead in coming weeks.



. In February, I linked up with the County Councillorin the first of our new monthly
‘Councillor Surgeries” in the Thoroughfare. We are hoping these will include
representatives from Town and District Councils plus the County Councillor in coming
months.

. The Town Council Budget for the civic year 22/23 was approved in January this
year. It represents a small increase in the town council element of council tax of
approximately 18p a week for a band D property. This allows us, among other things,
to install further accessible play equipment, to put aside a significant sum for a really
exciting Platinum Jubilee celebration (Jubilation) in early June, maximise the grant-
funding approved by East Suffolk Council for a Changing Places toilet in EImhurst Park
and fulfil our plans for a sensory garden.

. Allotments have been a live issue. A town our size needs approximately 90 — 100
allotment plots to fulfil the need. We currently have 19. The council is determined to
keep looking for alternative ways of providing allotment space and accessing extra land.
We will shortly be working with representatives from interested parties including the
current allotment holders to come up with some plans.

J The Melton Hill site has finally been sold. On 11 April, myself and two councillor
colleagues met with East Suffolk Council to learn about the outcome of the sale process
and to press for public consultation on the plans. Then on 22 April, we met the head of
the Rose company, Steven Rose, and his colleague to discuss this further in what was
an encouraging first meeting.

Finally, | would like to thank all the councillors and officers who have worked so hard
during this year to keep the show on the road and to see projects through to fruition.



