
 

 
 

To all electors in the Parish 
of Woodbridge 
Notice is hereby given that the 

Annual Town Meeting 
Will be held at the 

Shire Hall, Market Hill 
on 

Tuesday 7th March 2023 at 7pm 
The Local Government Act 1972 provides that a Town Meeting shall assemble annually 
between 1 March and 1 June in every year. It is a meeting of Local Government Electors of 
the parish for the purpose of discussing the town’s affairs. The Town Mayor presides at the 
meeting and the Council’s Standing Orders apply.  

 
The under-mentioned business will be conducted – local government electors for the parish 
of Woodbridge are qualified to attend and participate in this meeting (LGA 1972 s 13(1)). 

 
Councillor Patrick Gillard 

Mayor of Woodbridge 
24th February 2023 

Agenda 
 
1. Welcome. 

Introductions from the Mayor of Woodbridge, Councillor Patrick Gillard.  

2. Apologies for absence. 

3. Consideration and approval of Minutes of the Town Meeting held on Tuesday 26th 
April 2022.  

4. Civic Year 2022-23. 
To receive a report from the Town Mayor on the Civic Year. 

5. Public question time. 
To receive questions from the public and reports from local organisations.  

6. Closure. 
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Woodbridge Town Council 
 
Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held at the Woodbridge Quay Church on Tuesday 26th April 
2022 at 7pm  
 
Councillors:    
 
Present: S Bale (Mayor of Woodbridge) and twelve members of the public.  
 
Apologies: D Adelson and M Wilks. 
 
In Attendance: Town Clerk 
 
953. Welcome 

 
The Mayor of Woodbridge, Councillor Sue Bale, welcomed those in attendance to the 
Woodbridge Annual Town Meeting.  
 

954. Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Adelson and Wilks.  
 

955. Consideration and approval of Minutes of the Town Meeting held on Wednesday 28th April 
2021.  
 
The minutes of the Town Meeting held on Wednesday 28th April 2021 were agreed and 
signed as a true record. 
 

956. Civic Year 2021-22. 
 
The Mayor of Woodbridge spoke to the following report on the 2021/22 Civic Year.  
 
After the mainly locked-down year 20/21, things started opening up a bit in the civic year 
21/22 though still not enough for us to have face-to-face council meetings until summer 21 
and even then we couldn’t meet in the Shire Hall.  Even today, we have erred on the side of 
caution in the spacious surroundings of the Quay church. 
 
Some important milestones: 
 
• We were determined to give back something to the town as a post-pandemic treat 
so in the summer we arranged a day of music, entertainment and dancing in Elmhurst Park 
followed by a DJ  session in the evening. 
 
• In October we appointed a new Town Clerk, well known to everyone as the previous 
Deputy Town Clerk – Greg Diaper. Then in January this year we welcomed a new Deputy 
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Town Clerk, Belinda Lloyd, who has hit the ground running.  This means we now have  a full 
complement of officers. 
 
• The eagerly-awaited new accessible play equipment was installed in Kingston Field 
and, from what we hear, it has not disappointed. There’s more to come in Elmhurst in the 
coming year. 
 
• The Experimental Traffic Order in the Thoroughfare was made permanent, allowing 
pedestrians the freedom to wander and shop in greater safety. 
• Discussions have been held regularly with Suffolk County Highways to progress the 
plans for a 20 m.p.h. zone in the town. 
 
• The council’s green initiatives continue apace . We have two tree wardens who have 
overseen the increased hedge-planting in Kingston and Fen Meadow. In addition the 
Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee organised a hugely successful Climate Action 
weekend in April. Keynote speaker was Lord Deben who was joined by eminent local 
speakers for a packed weekend of talks and demos. 
 
• In August, the Town Council was pleased to announce that it has entered into a long 
lease with the Crown Estates, which enables the council to manage and preserve the 
Deben foreshore in front of Whisstocks Quay. 
 
• The council has been very active as an ‘Interested Party’ in the Examination phase of 
the Sizewell C application and managed to highlight and press for resolution the areas of 
concern for Woodbridge especially during the construction stage, if the project gets the 
government’s go-ahead in coming weeks. 
 
• In February, I linked up with the County Councillor in the first of our new monthly 
‘Councillor Surgeries’ in the Thoroughfare. We are hoping these will include representatives 
from Town and District Councils plus the County Councillor in coming months. 
 
• The Town Council Budget for the civic year 22/23 was approved in January this year. 
It represents a small increase in the town council element of council tax of approximately 
18p a week for a band D property. This allows us, among other things, to install further 
accessible play equipment, to put aside a significant sum for a really exciting Platinum 
Jubilee celebration (Jubilation) in early June, maximise the grant-funding approved by East 
Suffolk Council for a Changing Places toilet in Elmhurst Park and fulfil our plans for a 
sensory garden. 
 
• Allotments have been a live issue. A town our size needs approximately 90 – 100 
allotment plots to fulfil the need. We currently have 19. The council is determined to keep 
looking for alternative ways of providing allotment space and accessing extra land. We will 
shortly be working with representatives from interested parties including the current 
allotment holders to come up with some plans. 
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• The Melton Hill site has finally been sold. On 11 April, myself and two councillor 
colleagues met with East Suffolk Council to learn about the outcome of the sale process 
and to press for public consultation on the plans.  Then on 22 April, we met the head of the 
Rose company, Steven Rose, and his colleague to discuss this further in what was an 
encouraging first meeting. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank all the councillors and officers who have worked so hard during 
this year to keep the show on the road and to see projects through to fruition. 
 

957.  Public Question Time 
 
A member of the River Deben Paddlers, Deben and Orwell Bluetits, Shingle Street Bluetits 
and the Peninsula Paddlers thanked Councillors for their support at the recent River Deben 
meeting. She spoke about her desire to start the following projects in 2022 which focus on 
the health of the river and the wellbeing of those wishing to use it.  
 
1 – Seek to gain designated bathing water status.  
2 – Initiate a seagrass rejuvenation project.  
3 – Open discussions with stakeholders regarding waste disposal from houseboats.  
4 – Organise a Community River event.  
 
A member of the public asked how Woodbridge and Woodbridge Town Council can offer 
support for Ukrainian refugees. The Town Mayor replied that she would consider calling a 
Town Meeting in order to discuss the issue with residents. It was noted by those present 
that Suffolk Refugee Support and if possible, Ukrainians already relocated to the area, be 
included in any discussion.  
 

958.  Closure 
 
The meeting was closed at 7.48pm.  
 

   
                 Councillor Bale 

Chair 


