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Woodbridge Town Council 
 
Minutes of the Town Council meeting held at the Shire Hall on Tuesday 20th December 2022 at 7pm  
 
Councillors:    
 
Present: D Adelson, S Bale, Lady C Blois, P Gillard, G Holdcroft, J Jewers E O’Nolan, S 

Rawlings, R Sanders, C Walsh and M Wilks. 
 
Apologies: C Page, S Miller, M Sylvester and M Sutton. 
 
In Attendance: Town Clerk and one member of the public 
 

 
569. Apologies 

 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Page, Miller, Sylvester and 
Sutton. 
 

570. To receive declarations of interest 
 
Councillor Holdcroft declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 583 as a Director of Choose 
Woodbridge.  
 

571. To consider requests for dispensations 
 
There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this 
Agenda to remain, speak and/or vote on that item in which they had declared an interest. 
 

 572. Public Question Time 
 
The member of the public present did not wish to address the meeting.  
 

573. To note the receipt of a written report from County Councillor Page 
 
The Council noted the receipt of a written report from County Councillor Page. 
 

574. To note the receipt of a written report from District Councillors Mapey and Yule 
 
The Council noted the receipt of a written report from District Councillors Mapey and Yule. 
 

575. For members to question the District and County Councillors on matters contained in their 
written reports  
 
The Chair requested that any questions on the reports be directed to the District 



 

132 
 

Councillors by email and to The County Councillor via the Chair’s own councillor email to 
pass on (because she is not currently answering her County email address).  
 

576. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 22nd November 2022 
 
It was noted that at item 480 Cllr Rawlings is a trustee of the Woodbridge Museum Trust, 
not the Tide Mill Trust. With this correction the Council agreed and approved the signing of 
the minutes of the meeting held 22nd November 2022 as a true record.  
 

577. To consider, question and agree the following Financial Reports; 
 
The Council noted the receipt of and approved the following financial reports:- 
 

a. Income to 30th November 2022 - £489,277.00 

b. Expenditure to 30th November 2022 - £290,057.00 
c. Income and Expenditure against Budget to 30th November 2022 
d. Bank Reconciliation and Supporting Bank Statements to 30th November 2022 - 

£690,343.76 
e. The Accounts and Payments List for December 2022 - £10,687.29 
f. The HSBC Net reports for December 2022 - £10,687.29 
g. The HSBC Corporate Card report for November 2022 - £296.80 
h. Summary of Direct Debit payments to 30th November - £68.25 
i. Debtors Report to 30th November 2022 

 
578. To note the receipt of the minutes from this Council’s Committees 

 
The Council noted the receipt of the following minutes:- 
 

a.   Amenities – 22.11.22 
b.   Planning – 29.11.22 
c.        Finance – 29.11.22 
d.        Climate and Ecological Emergency – 06.12.22 
e.        Amenities – 06.12.22 
f.         Highways and Transport - 13.12.22 
g.         Planning – 13.12.22 

 
579. To consider the co-option of an eligible person to the position of Councillor to Woodbridge 

Town Council 
 
The Chair asked those Members present to vote for the candidate they wish to be elected 
to the position of Councillor to Woodbridge Town Council: 
 
Ruth Leach – six votes 
Nigel Phipps – four votes 
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One abstention.  
 
Ruth Leach was therefore co-opted to the position of Councillor to Woodbridge Town 
Council, Seckford Ward.  
 

580. To note the completion of the interim audit 
 
The Council noted the receipt and completion of the interim audit for 2022/23, which 
contained no recommendations for additional controls at this time.  
 

581. To consider a recommendation from the Finance Committee regarding the Councils IT 
system 
 
The Council agreed to utilise EMR 340 (Shire Hall Building Maintenance) to undertake an 
update of the Councils IT system at the cost of £8,179.50. ex VAT.  
 

582. To consider a recommendation from the Amenities Committee regarding the Theatre 
Street toilets 
 
The Town Clerk advised that since the Amenities Committee meeting advice had been 
received from the Planning Authority regarding the demolition of buildings, whereby an 
unlisted building in a conservation area can be demolished without planning permission if 
its total cubic content does not exceed 115 cubic meters (The Conservation Areas 
(Application of Section 74 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 
1990) Direction 2015. 
 
The Council agreed that the Town Clerk should seek confirmation from the Planning 
Authority regarding the ability to demolish the Theatre Street toilets without the 
requirement for Planning Permission, and for Officers to seek quotations for the demolition 
of the building to be received at a future meeting of the Council.  
 
The Council further agreed that if planning permission is required, the Town Clerk is 
mandated to submit the Council’s application.  
 

583. To consider the quotations received from PR companies regarding the Shire Hall 
consultation 
 
The Council agreed to appoint Prominent PR to undertake the PR work regarding the Shire 
Hall consultation at a cost of £5,650.00 ex VAT. It was noted that at item 451 the Council 
had agreed the budget line for this work (4005/150).  
 
The Council requested that the Accommodation Working Party work with the Deputy Town 
Clerk to agree the fundamentals of the Council’s PR requirements at their earliest 
convenience in 2023.  
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584. To consider the proposed designs for the branding of the Council’s website  
The Council noted the proposed designs for the branding of the Council’s website. 
 

585. To consider a quotation for remedial works to the Thoroughfare projecting clock 
 
The Council agreed not to proceed with the remedial works to the Thoroughfare projecting 
clock. 
 

586. To consider a request from St Mary’s Church 
 
The Town Clerk was asked to organise a visit to St Mary’s in order that the Council can 
further understand the request from Fr. Prior.  
 

587. To consider a quotation for repairs to the Kingston Pavilion Café 
 
The Council agreed to undertake the repairs to the Kingston Pavilion Café at a cost of 
£2,450.99 ex VAT, payable from EMR 331 Kingston Field Maintenance.  
 

588. To consider a request from Campsea Ashe Parish Council 
 
The Town Clerk was asked to request more information from Campsea Ashe Parish Council.  
 

589. Closure 
 
The meeting was closed at 8.10pm.  

 
                
                    Councillor Gillard 

                   Chair 


