
  Woodbridge Town Council 
Shire Hall   Market Hill   Woodbridge   Suffolk   IP12 4LP 

Town Clerk:  Mr G E Diaper 
Tel:  01394 383599 

Email:  townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk  

To Members of the Town Council 

 Cllr Adelson     Cllr Holdcroft Cllr O’Nolan   Cllr Sutton 
 Cllr Bale    Cllr Jewers  Cllr Page Cllr Sylvester 
 Cllr Lady Blois  Cllr Leach  Cllr Rawlings Cllr Walsh 
 Cllr Gillard     Cllr Miller  Cllr Sanders Cllr Wilks 

You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of the Town Council to be held at the Shire 
Hall on Tuesday 21st February at 7.00pm 

Greg Diaper 
Town Clerk  
16th February 2023 

Public Attendance 
Members of the public and press are welcome to attend.  The public will be invited to give 
their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda, or raise issues for 
consideration of inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to 30 minutes duration. 

Agenda 
1. Apologies

2. To receive declarations of interest
Members and officers are invited to make any declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or
Local Non-Pecuniary Interests that they may have in relation to items on the Agenda
and are also reminded to make any declarations at any stage during the meeting if it
becomes apparent that this may be required when a particular item or issue is
considered.

3. To consider requests for dispensations
Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this Agenda, who wish to remain,
speak, and/or vote during consideration of that item, may apply for a dispensation in
writing to the Town Clerk prior to the meeting.  Applications may also be considered at
the meeting itself should the nature of the interest become apparent to a Councillor at
the time of the meeting.

4. Public question time
For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at a
future meeting of the Council. Thirty minutes maximum.

mailto:townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk


5. To note the receipt of a written report from County Councillor Page

6. To note the receipt of a written report from District Councillors Mapey and Yule

7. For members to question the District and County Councillors on matters contained in
their written reports

8. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 24th January 2023

9. To consider, question and agree the following Financial Reports;

a. Income to 31st January 2023
b. Expenditure to 31st January 2023
c. Income and Expenditure against Budget to January 2023
d. Bank Reconciliation and Supporting Bank Statements to 31st January 2023
e. The Accounts and Payments List for February 2023
f. The HSBC Net report for February 2023
g. The HSBC Corporate Card report for January 2023
h. Summary of Direct Debit payments to 31st January 2023
i. Debtors Report to 31st January 2023

10. To note the receipt of the minutes from this Council’s Committees

a. Highways and Transport – 31.01.23
b. Planning – 31.01.23
c. Planning – 14.02.23
d. Amenities – 14.02.23

11. To appoint a company to be the Council’s Grounds Maintenance Contractor (to follow)

12. To receive a recommendation from the Amenities Committee regarding Elmhurst Park.

13. To consider granting approval for the dredging of the Tide Mill race (to follow)

14. To consider a request from Woodbridge Football Club to position a storage facility on 
Kingston Field.

15. To receive an update on the grant funding as part of the UK Shared Prosperity Fund.

16. To consider a request from Cllr. Adelson regarding Network Rail.

17. To consider a request for a donation toward the upgrading of the town centre CCTV.

18. To note the year end accounts of the Seckford Foundation.

19. Closure



County Councillor's Report - Woodbridge 
Febrùary 2023 

County Councillor Càroline Page 

For information on local support during the Cost-of-Living Crisis, visit: 
www.suffolk.gov.uk/CostOfLiving 

Latest SCC COVID information is available here: 
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

For information on supporting Ukrainian refugees in Suffolk, email: 
refugeesupport@suffolk.gov.uk or ukrainesupport@communityactionsuffolk.org.uk 

SCC Financial Budget 

At the beginning of February, the Council Administràtion's budget for 2023/24 was voted in. This budget 
will now increase tax by 3.99% - broken down into a 2% rise in the Social Care Precept and a 1.99% 
increase in general tax. 

Council services have faced a gruelling year of demand and additional cost pressures. In addition, the 
Council is not on track to achieve Net Zero by 2030, as promised. . 

As opposition, therefore, my GLI group proposed an additional 0.89% increase (19p weekly increase) to 
ensure vital services were protected from cutting support to residents, and that more direct action could 
be taken to reduce carbon emissions. 

Our Group proposed to invest in a Carbon Budget Officer, to help develop a stronger pathway towards 
Net Zero. In addition, we proposed a review into Suffolk’s speed limits, in the hope of provide residents 
with a clearer path to more appropriate travel in their communities. 

We proposed using £1m to actively recruit, retain and reward frontline staff in adult social care, as well 
as investing more into Suffolk Libraries to help maintain services through the cost-of-living crisis. In 
addition, we wanted to invest £1m in providing wider capacity of community transport to be used to 
help achieve Net Zero through EV vehicle usage. 

The Conservatives voted against our budget amendments, saying our proposals were ill thought-out and 
not appropriate. 

Labour did not submit the budget response, nor did they vote in the budget meeting. They stated that 
they couldn’t make a difference to any result. 

County Deal Update 

National government met with Suffolk County Council to sign a provisional County Deal. The Deal will 
agree to devolve additional powers and funding to the County, including housing, transport and adult 
education.  



The Deal has been lauded as a momentous, however our Opposition group believes that this Deal has 
been signific overemphasised. The headline ‘£480m’ is in fact over 30 years – equating to only around 
£16m a year. Just under £6m has been agreed for new housing, this equates to under 30 homes – not 
even enough for one home per Conservative-held division in the County.  

The Conservative Council Leader promised we wouldn’t have a Mayor, however the deal agrees to 
create a Mayoral Development Corporation. Politically, there is a real risk of stagnation – with the 
elected Mayor potentially from one party and the majority of Councillors from another.  

Our Group are strongly in favour of devolving national powers to local authorities. There was a real 
opportunity to make a difference here, but our Group sees the current deal as merely a token gesture 
masqueraded a the ‘final solution’.  

For our full press release, visit our website: https://suffolkgli.wordpress.com/2022/12/12/suffolks-
county-deal-big-deal/  

 

New SCC Website  

Suffolk County Council have launched their new website. The new site is aimed to be easier and simpler. 
Our Group understands that this platform is often the first point of contact for residents and so it is 
important the website continues to engage and adapt to the needs of the Suffolk communities.  

To see the new site, visit: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/ 

 

Modern Slavery  

As the Council’s modern slavery annual statement was voted through cabinet, SCC have released an 
information bulletin to report any possible signs of modern slavery within your local communities.  

General signs of modern slavery cant include: Isolation, restricted movement, poor living conditions, 
unusual travel arrangements, and physical appearance of abuse.  

If you suspect a modern slavery crime is being committed, but there is no immediate risk of harm, you 
can report it to the Police on 101, or the Modern Slavery and Exploitation Helpline on 0800 121 700 – if 
there is immediate danger, phone 999.  

For further contact, email: community.safety@suffolk.gov.uk  

For more information, visit: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/community-and-
safety/communities/community-safety/modern-slavery  

 

Suffolk continues to look for more hosts! 

Suffolk is looking for new hosts to help support refugees. Accommodation must be available to guests 
for a minimum of 6 months. Hosts will be eligible to receive the £350 thank you payment for up to 6 



months or more, depending on the date your guests arrived in the UK (12 months starting from the date 
your guests first arrived in the UK). 

 

If you know anyone that might be interested, please encourage them sign up via the Suffolk County 
Council website, or by emailing refugeesupport@suffolk.gov.uk 
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Woodbridge Town Council 
 
Minutes of the Town Council meeting held at the Shire Hall on Tuesday 24th January 2023 at 7pm  
 
Councillors:    
 
Present: D Adelson, S Bale, P Gillard, E O’Nolan, S Miller, S Rawlings, R Sanders, M Sutton 

and M Wilks 
 
Apologies: Lady C Blois, G Holdcroft, J Jewers, C Page, M Sylvester, and C Walsh  
 
In Attendance: Town Clerk and nine members of the public 
 

 
642. Apologies 

 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Blois, Holdcroft, Jewers, Page, 
Sylvester and Walsh.  
 

643. To receive declarations of interest 
 
Councillor Sutton declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 654 as a Director of the 
Woodbridge Riverside Trust and confirmed he would not vote on the matter.  
 
Councillor Bale declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 654 as a Trustee of the Woodbridge 
Riverside Trust and confirmed she would not vote on the matter.  
 
Councillor Gillard declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 652 as family members attend 
Kyson School.  
 

644. To consider requests for dispensations 
 
There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this Agenda 
to remain, speak and/or vote on that item in which they had declared an interest. 
 

 645. Public Question Time 
 
The members of the public present did not wish to speak at this time.  
 

646. To note the receipt of a written report from County Councillor Page 
 
The Council noted the receipt of a written report from County Councillor Page. 
 

647. To note the receipt of a written report from District Councillors Mapey and Yule 
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The Council noted the receipt of a written report from District Councillors Mapey and Yule. 
 

648. For members to question the District and County Councillors on matters contained in their 
written reports  
 
The Chair requested that any questions on the reports be directed to the District Councillors 
by email and to The County Councillor via the Chair’s own councillor email to pass on 
(because she is not currently answering her County email address).  
 

649. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 20th December 2022 
 
The Council agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting held 20th 
December 2022 as a true record. 
 

650. To consider, question and agree the following Financial Reports; 
 
The Council noted the receipt of and approved the following financial reports:- 

 
a. Income to 31st December 2022 - £493,778.00 
b. Expenditure to 31st December 2022 - £320,471.00 
c. Income and Expenditure against Budget to December 2022 
d. Bank Reconciliation and Supporting Bank Statements to 31st December 2022 –  
        £669,325.98 
e. The Accounts and Payments List for January 2023 - £38,026.18 
f. The HSBC Net report for January 2023 - £36,526.18 
g. The HSBC Corporate Card report for December 2022 - £27.51 
h. Summary of Direct Debit payments to 31st December 2022 - £709.81 
i. Expenditure over £500 Report from 1st October 2022 – 31st December 2022 
j. Debtors Report to 31st December 2022 

 
 

651. To note the receipt of the minutes from this Council’s Committees 
 

The Council noted the receipt of the following minutes:- 
 

a. Climate and Ecological Emergency – 03.01.23 
b. Planning – 03.01.23 
c.  Amenities – 10.01.23 
d. Finance – 10.01.23 
d.  Planning – 17.01.23 
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652. To consider an application from Kyson School for a grant from the Council’s Community 
Infrastructure Levy reserves  

 
The Council received a presentation from representatives of Kyson School regarding the 
request from this organisation for funding from Council’s Community Infrastructure Levy 
(CIL) Earmarked Reserves for match funding toward the building of an outdoor classroom.  
 
The Town Clerk advised that the CIL Delivery Manager at East Suffolk Council had confirmed 
that the utilisation of Neighbourhood CIL towards this type of project is permissible under 
the CIL Regulations. 
 
The Town Clerk also advised that the funding request represented 7% of the Council’s entire 
Earmarked Reserves.   
 
The Council agreed to provide funding up to a maximum of £30,000 from its CIL Earmarked 
Reserves upon the receipt of the following from Kyson School: 
- Evidence of match funding to the amount of £30,000.  
- The provision of a fully costed project plan and design specification including accessible 

toilet facilities.  
- A plan for encouraging future community use of the proposed space.  

 
For internal purposes, should the full amount of £30,000 be provided, £22,483.15 will be 
utilised from the 2020/21 CIL EMR (379) and £7,516.85 be utilised from the 2022/23 CIL EMR 
(381).  
 

653. To consider the recommendation from the Finance Committee and agree the precept 
request for the Financial Year 2023/24 
 
The Mayor spoke to draft 5 of the budget, thanking Officers and the Finance Committee for 
their work preparing and calculating the figures. 
 
It was agreed to approve draft 5 of the budget as recommended by the Finance Committee, 
based on the following income and expenditure figures (a full public version of the budget is 
attached at Appendix A).   
 

Woodbridge  
 Town Council  

  

 Expenditure   Income   Net Expenditure  

 2023-24   2023-24   2023-24  

 £   £   £  

Staffing 162,867 - 162,867 

Administration 86,439 23,190 63,249 

Elmhurst Park 2,456 1,290 1,166 

Kingston Field 2,750 10,890 -8,140 

Other Amenity Areas 83,851 - 83,851 

Shire Hall 9,488 6,700 2,788 

Grants 14,500 - 14,500 
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Partnerships 3,000 - 3,000 

Parks and Playgrounds Upgrade - - - 

Other Major Projects 23,500 - 23,500 

Public Conveniences 5,993 250 5,743 

Whisstocks 5,350 8,622 -3,272 

Contributions from/to Reserves 75,837 - 75,837 

Total 476,030 50,942 425,088 

 
The Council agreed to serve on East Suffolk Council a precept demand of £425,088.00 for 
2023/24 financial year, which represents an increase of 4.9%, makes a band D equivalent of 
£125.40, an increase of £5.90 a year or 11p a week. 
 
Precept £425,088.00 
 
Band D Equivalents 3389.95 
 
Band D Council Tax £125.40 
 
Net Band D Increase £5.90 
 
Percentage Terms 4.9% 
 
Cost per week £2.41 
 
Increase per week £0.11 
 

654. To consider the legal documents regarding the offer of a one-year extension to the 
Woodbridge Art Club Limited relating to 15 Tide Mill Way, and mandate the Town Mayor 
and Deputy Mayor to sign on behalf of Woodbridge Town Council 
 
The Council agreed to mandate the Town Mayor and Deputy Mayor to sign the renewal lease 
relating to 15 Tide Mill Way on behalf on Woodbridge Town Council.  
 

655. To consider a request from the Woodbridge Riverside Trust regarding the installation of a 
pedestrian access route for the Longshed 
 
In accordance with section 6.2 (6.2.1 – 6.2.4) of the Council’s lease with the Woodbridge 
Riverside Trust for the building known as the Community Boatshed, it was agreed that 
consent be granted to the tenant to install a pedestrian access route for the building (known 
locally as the Longshed). 
 

656. To note the payments made to local organisations from the Council’s Discretionary Hardship 
Fund 
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The Council noted the payments made to local organisations from the Council’s Discretionary 
Hardship Fund.  
 

657. To consider recommendations from the Accommodation Working Party regarding the Shire 
Hall public consultation 
 
The Council considered the advice received from SALC and its internal auditor regarding the 
pre-election period, and agreed: 
 
- To postpone the launch of the Shire Hall public consultation until Friday 2nd June.  
- That the length of public consultation will be four weeks, ending on Friday 30th June.  
- That the questions to be asked as part of the consultation are as detailed in the below 

table. 
 

1 Postcode Inside/ outside of parish.  

2 Capacity in which you are 
answering this survey 

Organisation – if so name. 
Woodbridge Resident. 
Visitor. 
Other – Please state. 

3 In order of preference, 
please choose your 
preferred outcome for the 
Shire Hall: 

Sale of the building. 
 
Part renovation (structural work for 
the whole building and ground floor 
renovation). 
 
Full renovation (structural work for 
the whole building, adding 
accessibility lift, renovation of the 
ground and first floor). 

4 Comment Box Possible limit of characters.  

 
 

658. To consider an invitation from East Suffolk Council to bid for grant funding as part of the UK 
Shared Prosperity Fund 
 
The Council requested that a schedule of grant applications covering the four tranches of the 
two funds be presented at the February meeting for approval.   
 
Cllrs Leach and Miller were asked to work with the Deputy Town Clerk to agree the request 
for round 1 of the Art, Event and Culture scheme.  
 

659. To consider a quotation received from the Councils Quantity Surveyor regarding the Grounds 
Maintenance Contract 
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The Council agreed to appoint Playle and Partners to undertake the following work regarding 
the Council’s Ground Maintenance Contract tender process:  
 
1) Five, 1-hour Tender Discussion online Teams Meetings with up to 5 potential Tenderers 
to talk them through the documents and process (to be undertaken over one to two days). 
£600.00 EX VAT 
2) At least 3 subsequent online Teams Review Meetings to review tender queries (and WTC 
responses), tender returns and to finalise the documentation (1 hour each). £250.00 EX VAT 
3) Compliance Review of Tender Returns. £250.00 EX VAT 
7) Preparing the JCT Measured Term Contract, collating all associated documents and 
printing and binding x2 nr hardcopies (to be couriered via Recorded Delivery) for execution. 
£500.00 EX VAT 
8) A 2-hour JCT Training Session to be provided to WTC employees. £200.00 EX VAT 
 
Items 1, 2, 3 would be met from budget line 4000, and items 7 and 8 from budget line 4650.  
 

660. To consider the rescheduling of the Annual Town Meeting due to the pre-election period  
 
The Council agreed to re-schedule the Annual Town Meeting to Tuesday March 7th.  
 

661. To consider a request from Campsea Ashe Parish Council 
 
The Council agreed to request that Campsea Ashe Parish Council direct their concerns 
directly to the Ombudsman for Local Government and not to the Chief Executive of East 
Suffolk Council.  
 
The Council agreed that their name could be added to such a communication to the 
Ombudsman but did not wish to be a signatory to any letter to East Suffolk Council.  
 

662. To consider the draft license for the dredging of the Tide Mill race  
 
This item was deferred.  
 

663. Closure 
 
The meeting was closed at 8.49pm.   

 
 
                
                    Councillor Gillard 

                   Chair 
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Woodbridge Town Council 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the Highways and Transport Committee held at the Shire Hall on Tuesday 
31st January 2023 at 5.30pm  
 
Councillors:    
 
Present:  D Adelson, P Gillard and M Wilks 
 
Apologies  C Blois, C Page and M Sylvester 
                      
In Attendance: Town Clerk, Cllr Leach and three members of the public 
 
664. 

 

Apologies for absence  

 
Apologies for absence has been received from Councillors Blois, Page and Sylvester.  
 

665. To receive declarations of interest 

 
No Members had any Disclosable Pecuniary or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests in relation to 
items on the agenda. 
 

666. To consider requests for dispensations 
 
There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this Agenda 
for a dispensation. 
 

667. Public Question Time 

 
The three members of the public present all spoke to the Committee regarding their concerns 
about the parking of a building contractors vans on Pytches Road.  
 

668. To receive and approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 13th December 2022 

 
The Committee received and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting held on 13th 
December 2022 as a true record. 
 

669. To consider an email received from a member of the public regarding Pytches Road 

 

The Committee agreed that the Chair and Town Clerk would write to Suffolk Constabulary and 

Rose Builders regarding concerns about the current situation on Pytches Road.  

 
670. To consider an email received from a member of the public regarding North Hill 
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The Committee agreed that the correspondence agreed at item 669 would also include North 
Hill.  

671. To consider an email received from a member of the public regarding the Thoroughfare

The Committee agreed that Cllr Adelson respond to the resident.

672. To consider items to be included on the Joint Highways meeting agenda

The Committee agreed to add the following items to the Joint Highways agenda:

- Pytches Road parking concerns.
- Wheelchair accessibility in Woodbridge.
- Maintenance of gullies.

673. Closure

The meeting was closed at 6.42pm.

  Councillor Gillard 
      Chair 
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Woodbridge Town Council 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held at the Shire Hall on Tuesday 31st January 
2023 at 7pm. 
 
Councillors:   
 
Present:  D Adelson, S Miller, S Rawlings, M Sutton, and C Walsh. 
 
Apologies:  S Bale, C Blois, P Gillard, G Holdcroft and R Sanders 
  
In Attendance: Town Clerk and no members of the public.  

 

674. Apologies for Absence 
 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Bale, Blois, Gillard, Holdcroft and 
Sanders 

675. To receive Declarations of Interest 
 
No Members had any Disclosable Pecuniary or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests in relation to 
items on the agenda. 
 

676. To consider requests for Dispensations 
 
There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this agenda 
for a dispensation. 
 

677. To agree and approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 17th January 2023 
 
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held 17th January 2023 were approved. 

678. Public Question Time. 
 
There were no members of the public present.  
 

679. 

 

To note intentions to undertake works to trees in the Conservation Area 
 
The Committee noted the following applications: 
 
DC/23/0156/TCA - 39 New Street Woodbridge Suffolk IP12 1DZ 
DC/23/0217/TCA - 65 Victoria Road Woodbridge Suffolk IP12 1EL 

  

  

https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=ROFGAWQXI2B00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=ROOHC1QX07400&prevPage=inTray
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Application No and Address  Committee Comments  
 

DC/23/0061/VOC - Inn Field House 9 Pytches 
Road Woodbridge Suffolk IP12 1ET 
 

We recommend approval.  

DC/23/0204/LBC - Ye Olde Bell And Steelyard 
103 New Street Woodbridge Suffolk IP12 1DZ 
 

We recommend approval. 

DC/23/0161/FUL - 15 Queens Drive Woodbridge 
Suffolk IP12 4FE 
 

We recommend approval. 

DC/23/0167/FUL - 37 Through Duncans 
Woodbridge Suffolk IP12 4EA 
 

We recommend approval. 

DC/23/0209/FUL - 23 Thoroughfare Woodbridge 
Suffolk IP12 1AA 
 

We recommend approval. 

DC/23/0210/ADI - 23 Thoroughfare Woodbridge 
Suffolk IP12 1AA 
 

We recommend approval in line with the 
recommendations provided by SCC Lighting 
regarding the Illuminated Advertisements 
Guidance: 
 
Illuminated Advertisements Guidance states 
that a sign over 10m2 should not exceed 300 
cd/m2 in Zone E3 / E4. 

DC/23/0219/FUL - 51 Victoria Road Woodbridge 
Suffolk IP12 1EL 
 

We recommend approval. 

DC/23/0260/FUL - 18 Through Duncans 
Woodbridge Suffolk IP12 4EA 

We recommend approval. 
 

 
DC/23/0027/FUL - 26 Mill View Close 
Woodbridge Suffolk IP12 4HR 
 

It was agreed to defer this application until 
comment is made by Suffolk Highways.  
 
The Town Clerk was asked to contact the named 
Highways Officer in the application.  

DC/23/0113/FUL - Unit 3 Sun Wharf Deben Road 
Woodbridge Suffolk IP12 1AZ 

We recommend approval. 

680. 

 

To comment on applications to trees with a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) 
 
No applications to report. 

681. 

 

To comment on applications for planning permission  
 
The Committee agreed their comments as set out below:- 
 

https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=RO7KYBQXHXM00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=RO7KYBQXHXM00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=RON0TBQXI4Q00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=RON0TBQXI4Q00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=ROFLW1QXI2N00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=ROFLW1QXI2N00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=ROKJPPQXI3400&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=ROKJPPQXI3400&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=ROOEIPQXI5500&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=ROOEIPQXI5500&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=ROOEIRQXI5600&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=ROOEIRQXI5600&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=ROOK0QQXI5R00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=ROOK0QQXI5R00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=ROSKHFQXI8800&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=ROSKHFQXI8800&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=RO06CHQXHVN00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=RO06CHQXHVN00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=ROBLEWQXI0300&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=ROBLEWQXI0300&prevPage=inTray
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                            Councillor Miller 
                             Vice-Chair 

  

682. To note East Suffolk Council’s decisions on planning applications where those decisions are 
contrary to this council’s recommendations and not previously reported 
 
The Committee noted East Suffolk Council’s decisions on planning applications where those 
decisions are contrary to this Council’s recommendations and not previously reported. 
 

683. To consider if this Committee wishes to provide comment on the Draft Coastal Adaptation 
Supplementary Planning Document 
 
The Committee agreed it has no comments to make on the Draft Coastal Adaptation 
Supplementary Planning Document due to the lack of relevancy to Woodbridge.  
 

684. Closure 
 
The meeting was closed at 7.30pm.  
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Woodbridge Town Council 

Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held at the Shire Hall on Tuesday 14th February 
2023 at 5pm. 

Councillors:   

Present:  D Adelson, G Holdcroft, S Miller, S Rawlings, M Sutton, and C Walsh. 

Apologies:  C Blois, S Bale, P Gillard, and R Sanders. 

In Attendance: Town Clerk and no members of the public.  

685. Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Blois, Gillard, and Sanders

686. To receive Declarations of Interest

Councillor Adelson declared a non-pecuniary interest in application DC/23/0402/FUL as an
acquaintance of the owner.

Councillor Rawlings declared a non-pecuniary interest in application DC/23/0275/FUL as a near
neighbour.

Councillor Holdcroft declared a non-pecuniary interest in application DC/23/0440/FUL as a
Director of the Seckford Foundation.

687. To consider requests for Dispensations

There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this agenda
for a dispensation.

688. To agree and approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 31st January 2023

The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held 31st January 2023 were approved.

689. Public Question Time.

There were no members of the public present.

690. To note intentions to undertake works to trees in the Conservation Area
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Application No and Address  Committee Comments  
 

DC/23/0027/FUL - 26 Mill View Close 
Woodbridge Suffolk IP12 4HR 
 

 We recommend approval.  

DC/22/2840/FUL - 42 Brook Street Woodbridge 
Suffolk IP12 1BE 
 

We recommend approval. 

DC/22/2841/LBC - 42 Brook Street Woodbridge 
Suffolk IP12 1BE 
 

We recommend approval. 

DC/22/3778/FUL - Waterside Garage Grove Road 
Woodbridge Suffolk 
 

We recommend approval. 

DC/23/0320/FUL - Kings Head Inn 17 Market Hill 
Woodbridge Suffolk IP12 4LP 
 

We recommend approval. 

DC/23/0275/FUL - 42 Edwin Avenue Woodbridge 
Suffolk IP12 1JS 
 

We recommend approval. 

DC/22/4757/FUL - 26 Cherry Tree Road 
Woodbridge Suffolk IP12 4BN 
 

We recommend refusal as we consider that the 
height and massing of the proposed 
development contravenes the following policies 
of the Suffolk Coastal Local Plan.  
 
SCLP11.1 – Design Quality 
 
c) Respond to local context and the form of 
surrounding buildings in relation to the following 
criteria: 

  
The Committee noted the following applications: 
 
DC/23/0407/TCA - 12 Ipswich Road Woodbridge Suffolk IP12 4BU 
DC/23/0353/TCA - Public Open Space, Castle Street, Woodbridge, Suffolk 
 

691. 

 

To comment on applications to trees with a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) 
 
No applications to report. 

692. 

 

To comment on applications for planning permission  
 
The Committee agreed their comments as set out below:- 
 

https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=RO06CHQXHVN00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=RO06CHQXHVN00&prevPage=inTray
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i. the overall scale and character should clearly 
demonstrate consideration of the 
component parts of the buildings and the 
development as a whole in relation to its 
surroundings; 
ii. the layout should fit in well with the existing 
neighbourhood layout and respond to the 
ways people and vehicles move around both 
internal and external to existing and 
proposed buildings; 
iii. the height and massing of developments 
should be well related to that of their 
surroundings; 
iv. there should be a clear relationship between 
buildings and spaces and the wider street 
scene or townscape 
 
The development is also located within the 
Woodbridge Conservation Area, and 
furthermore we consider that the proposal 
contravenes the following policies of the Local 
Plan: 
 
SCLP11.5 Conservation Areas: 
 
Proposals for development within a 
Conservation Area should: 
 
a) Demonstrate a clear understanding of the 
significance of the conservation area alongside 
an 
assessment of the potential impact of the 
proposal on that significance; 
b) Preserve or enhance the character or 
appearance of the conservation area; 
c) Be of an appropriate design, scale, form, 
height, massing and position; 
d) Retain features important to settlement form 
and pattern such as open spaces, plot divisions, 
position of dwellings, hierarchy of routes, 
hierarchy of buildings, and their uses, boundary 
treatments and gardens; 
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DC/23/0440/FUL - Woodbridge School Burkitt 
Road Woodbridge Suffolk IP12 4JH 
 

We recommend approval. 

DC/23/0402/FUL - Westmorland Cottage 2 - 4 
Drybridge Hill Woodbridge Suffolk IP12 4HB 
 

We recommend approval. 

DC/23/0403/LBC - Westmorland Cottage 2 - 4 
Drybridge Hill Woodbridge Suffolk IP12 4HB 
 

We recommend approval. 

 

 
 

                            Councillor Miller 
                             Vice-Chair 

  

693. To note East Suffolk Council’s decisions on planning applications where those decisions are 
contrary to this council’s recommendations and not previously reported 
 
The Committee noted East Suffolk Council’s decisions on planning applications where those 
decisions are contrary to this Council’s recommendations and not previously reported. 
 

694. To consider if this Committee wishes to provide comment on two consultations recently 
launched by East Suffolk Council.  
 
It was agreed to defer this item until a later meeting of the Committee.  
 

695. Closure 
 
The meeting was closed at 5.20pm.  
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Woodbridge Town Council 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee held at the Shire Hall on Tuesday 14th February 
2023 at 7pm  
 
Councillors:    
 
Present:  D Adelson, S Miller, S Rawlings, C Walsh and M Wilks. 
                    
Apologies: Lady C Blois, P Gillard, J Jewers, E O’Nolan and R Sanders.   
 
In Attendance: Town Clerk, Cllr. Bale, Cllr. Leach, and two members of the public.   
 
696. Apologies for absence 

 
Apologise for absence were received from Councillors Blois, Gillard, Jewers, O’Nolan and 
Sanders.  
 

697. To receive declarations of interest 
 
Councillor Adelson declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 701 as a member of the 
Woodbridge Growers, and item 704 as his wife is an allotment holder.  
 

698. To consider requests for dispensations 
 
There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this agenda 
for a dispensation. 
 

699. Public Question Time 
 
The members of the public present did not speak at this time.  
 

700. To receive and approve the Minutes of the meeting held 10th January 2023 
 
It was noted that item 620 should have included a reminder for Cllrs. O’Nolan and Wilks to 
speak to with younger users of Elmhurst Park.  
 
With this the Committee received and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting 
held on 10th January 2023 as a true record. 
 

701. To receive a presentation from the Woodbridge Climate Action centre regarding the 
potential use of Elmhurst Park for a community facility. 
 
The Committee received a presentation from two members of the Woodbridge Climate 
Action Centre regarding the potential use of Elmhurst Park for a community facility.  



 

164 
 

The Committee agreed to recommend to Town Council that a community facility, namely the 
modified shipping container available to the Woodbridge Climate Action Centre, be sited in 
Elmhurst Park for the purpose of a community facility.  
 
The Committee further agreed that its preferred location was site 2 (as shown on the below 
map), however the Town Clerk was asked to organise a site visit prior to the Town Council 
meeting.  
 

 
  

702. To consider the grant applications to be made as part of the tranche 1 of UK Shared 
Prosperity Fund  
 
The Committee noted the grant applications proposed be made under tranche 1 of the UK 
Shared Prosperity Fund.   
 

703. To consider the use of Elmhurst Walk as a sensory garden/ walkway.  
 
The Committee agreed that it wishes the Council’s Officers to further explore the possibilities 
of a sensory garden/ walkway at Elmhurst Walk.  
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704. To consider a request from the Woodbridge Tennis Club regarding the pruning of trees 
overhanging the Kingston Field tennis courts.  
 
The Committee agreed that the Council’s Officers should seek quotations for the arboreal 
work required and submit any necessary planning applications.  
 

705. Closure 
 
The meeting was closed at 8.07pm.   
 

                         
 Councillor Miller 

         Chair 



Item 11 
To appoint a company to be the Council’s Grounds Maintenance Contractor. 

The Council’s current Grounds Maintenance Contract with Suffolk Coastal Norse expires on 
March 31st, 2023. Since last summer the Amenities Committee have considered the future of 
the Council’s Grounds Maintenance, and whilst the creation of an in-house service was 
considered (and never formally ruled out but at this stage is no longer feasible), the 
appointment of an organisation to begin a new contract on April 1st is now an urgent 
requirement. The Council has budgeted £80,000 for it’s Grounds Maintenance, including bin 
emptying, for the financial year 2023/24.  

To ensure that Officers can manage the contract efficiently and the Council be protected for 
the duration of the agreement, it was agreed to appoint a Quantity Surveying firm to 
undertake a review of the Council’s Grounds Maintenance documentation and to provide new 
tender, pricing, and legal documents for this purpose. This work has been undertaken by Playle 
and Partners of Sidcup.   

The full suite of new tender documents were uploaded to the Contracts Finder website (in line 
with the Council’s Financial Regulations regarding the awarding of the contracts above the 
value of £25,000), with organisations provided with five working weeks to prepare tender 
returns.  Due to the complexity of the tender documents, Playle and Partners have offered one 
to one virtual meetings with interested parties to ease any concerns and explain any nuances.  

At the passing of the midday deadline on Friday 17th February, two tender returns have been 
received, and these have been uploaded in full to SharePoint, along with the tender 
documents.  

Playle and Partners have confirmed that both submissions are compliant: 

IDC Greenscapes Limited 
• Form of Declaration = Compliant.
• Selection Questionnaire = Compliant.

However, note Acid Test Ratio and Profitability under Item 4.2.
• Pricing Document = Compliant.

CGM Group Limited 
• Form of Declaration = Compliant.
• Selection Questionnaire = Compliant.
• Pricing Document = Compliant.

All Building Trades Rates for Dayworks has not been priced.

The Schedule of Rates documents provides a full cost breakdown of the work to be undertaken, 
with the final figures provided in the ‘Sample Basket’ tab the yearly  cost to WTC for these 
services.  

Members are asked to appoint a company to be the Council’s Grounds Maintenance 
Contractor for the period April 1st 2023 – March 31st 2026.   



   

Item 12 
To receive a recommendation from the Amenities Committee regarding Elmhurst Park.  
 
At it’s meeting on February 14th, the Amenities Committee received a presentation from two 
members of the Woodbridge Climate Action Centre regarding the potential siting of a 
community facility on the Council’s estate in Elmhurst Park. The original item from the 
Amenities Committee agenda is provided below, with the presentation provided thereafter.  
 
Proposal to WTC Amenities Committee for use of land at Elmhurst Park. 
 
 
Background:  
 
Woodbridge Climate Action Centre was established in September 2022 in response to local calls for 
collective action to mitigate and adapt to the three most pressing issues facing humanity.  These are 
climate change, biodiversity loss and human wellbeing.  
 
The primary aim of the Centre is to share knowledge with local communities, and to facilitate positive 
action for planet and people through a diversity of provision. The work of the Centre will be widely 
inclusive, participatory, evidence-based and impactful. To meet the objectives of the Centre, activities 
will be delivered both in the field as well as in community halls and rooms. Over time, the intention is 
to establish ‘sites of good practice’ and ‘demonstration’ areas. The establishment of a central hub, a 
headquarters, is crucial to meeting the objectives of the Centre, and delivering success is contingent on 
easy, open access to all members of the community. For this reason we are exploring opportunities to 
locate our Centre hub right at the heart of the community. 
 
For the Council, this will provide a centre which will build and thrive on community involvement.  It 
will benefit all, without discrimination.  We will provide almost everything we do free to the 
individual, raising funds in a variety of ways.   
 
During the last four months we have had several locations in mind; Elmhurst Park, the Longshed at 
Whisstocks, and the first floor of the museum (which is currently empty).  We have had discussions 
with WRT and the Museum Trust, and these did not progress.  We are currently operating from the 
Tide Mill, and must vacate in April.   
 
We have also been busy on the fundraising side.  Grants from WTC and Waldringfield Fairway 
Committee are expected to be matched by grants from SCC and ESC in the near future.  
 
In the meantime, the Centre has been offered a portable building free of charge. This is a lovely 
structure.  Professionally recycled from shipping containers, and thoughtfully finished inside.  The roof 
has been planted, and foliage runs down the sides.  It is two years old, and is currently in use as a 
community & medical centre in the City of London, where it is locally known as “The Green Box”.  A 
permanent building has now replaced it, and it needs to be removed in the very near future.   It requires 
only a space on which to locate it, and could be operational very quickly. 
   
 
The Green Box: 
 
The single-storey structure is modular, and can be configured in various ways.  Approximate 
measurements are 8m x 11m, and the height is 2.2m.  Overall volume is less than 200 M3, which 
means that it should constitute a Permitted Development at East Suffolk Planning. 
 



   

It is fully fitted, and incorporates five toilets, two of which are accessible, and small and large meeting 
areas. We will no doubt fit solar panels to the roof at some stage, and will use composting toilets.  
Grey water will be run to a soakaway, rainwater will be harvested, and there will be no need to connect 
to mains drainage.   
 

 
 
 

 
  

  
      



   

 
Elmhurst Park: 
  
The park offers an excellent location.  It is central to the town, with good level access.  
 

1. It is centrally located, and many visitors will be able to walk to the centre 
2. Hamblin Rd car park & bike racks close by 
3. It is surrounded by wide-open spaces which will soon be rewilded 
4. There is electricity on site, and water very close by. 
5. It will provide WCAC and WTC with a high-profile facility to enable their Climate Plans 

 
We have identified four spaces in the park which could accommodate the centre.    
 
 

 
 
 
 



   

 
 

- Site 1: Scouts Corner has for some years had a troubled history.  It is the site of regular 
anti-social behavior, and the Town Council has resolved to move the benches and the 
arbour from the site.  Town Clerk has been tasked to come up with a plan for Scouts Corner.   

 
- Site 2: South of the Growers. This is perhaps the single best location.  Great access on 

foot and by wheelchair / mobility vehicle.  Electricity & water at hand, and the centre could 
provide very useful indoor facilities for other events in the park. 

 
- Site 3: ‘The Dip’, once the site of a large tree, close to the pedestrian entrance at Fen Walk. 

 
- Site 4, at the southern edge of the park, and adjacent to the recycling bins in Hamblin Rd 

car park.  
 
 
We think Site 2 is by far the best suited to such a building, with easy access to electricity and water.  
Paved footpaths lead to the front doors in each site, making wheelchair access possible.  The existing 
double hedge on the western edge is already about half the height of the building, and will grow to full 
height during the coming few years. 
 
As this space is surrounded by soil, it offers tremendous potential for related outdoor activity.  A 
Community Garden could be created upon the external walls, roof and immediate surrounding space 
of the centre.  Depending on space this can be a display of clever ways to grow sustainably in a small 
space. It will be made beautiful and fun, with herbs, vegetables, flowers and all sorts, kept nicely so it 
is a visual benefit and inspiration to the area.   
 
 
Proposal: 
 
Woodbridge Climate Action Centre would like to locate the Green Box in Elmhurst Park. This will 
provide a base from which the Centre and the Council can together provide their services to the 
community.  These services will include: 
 

- regular educational programs, providing local solutions to the Climate Crisis 
- on-site workshops 
- a walk-in centre to provide mental health support to the community  
- a learning centre for schools and other groups, using indoor and outdoor facilities 

 
 

Costs & Funding 
 
We have adequate funds to cover the installation and setup costs.  A related donation has been 
committed to the Centre, if Council approval is received. 
 
We expect that the building will remain the property of the Centre.  If the Centre later relocates, or 
ceases operation, we will be happy to remove the building at our cost, if the Council so wishes.   
 
Publicity 
 
If approved, this is very much a good-news story.  We would propose a joint press release, telling the 
town about the Green Box, and the services which will be developed to operate there.  
 
-Ends- 



PROPOSAL

TO WTC AMENITIES COMMITTEE 
FOR USE OF LAND AT ELMHURST PARK. FEB 2023

Presented by Kinna Mosley & Alan Gamble on behalf of the Woodbridge Climate Action Centre



THE GREEN BOX
- OPPORTUNITY FOR WTC & WCAC TO 
BE A LIGHTHOUSE, 
UNITE ALL & CREATE A THRIVING, 
HEALTHY COMMUNITY & 
ENVIRONMENT.
- MODULAR SINGLE-STORY
- CONFIGURE IN VARIOUS WAYS
- APPROX. 8 X 11 X 2.2 M HIGH
- FULLY FITTED
- INSTALLED 2 YEARS AGO AS A 
MEDICAL CENTRE IN LONDON



Community Services of Donated Centre:
- Bring people together, provide solutions for environment & culture.
- A walk-in centre to provide all-inclusive support for area to thrive.
- Give a wide range of services, guide better lives for all. 
- A learning centre for schools, groups and individuals.
- On-site workshops, demonstrations, events & activities.
- To provide indoor and outdoor facilities for both WTC park & WCAC
- Navigate towards a sustainable, well educated, strong-hearted and resilient 

future for people & planet. 
- Regular educational programs, providing local solutions to the current climate, 

financial and health crisis.
- To be a centre for the environment, sciences, arts & healthy living. 



4

THIS CENTRE WILL UNITE THE COMMUNITY 
Implementing sustainable solutions through crisis for people & planet.



Ref: 
https://www.housebeautiful.com/lifest

yle/g30272790/shipping-containers/

Look at interior: https://www.designboom.com/architecture/shigeru-ban-onagawa-temporary-container-housing-community-center/

With clever design & planting, it can be integrated into the landscape, creating 
an innovative & exciting asset to the community & park

https://www.designboom.com/architecture/shigeru-ban-onagawa-temporary-container-housing-community-center/


WHY ELMHURST PARK? 

• Hamblin Rd car park and bike racks close by, increase footfall to high street.

• Electricity on site, water close by. 

• Centrally located, all inclusive and accessible to everyone. 

• To offer a non-divisive, welcoming & encouraging, warm & sustainable space.

• It will provide WCAC and WTC with a high-profile exciting facility from which to fulfil, implement and 
promote environmental targets and climate plans.

• Surrounded by wide-open spaces soon to be rewilded, WCAC can support WTC in implementing 
regenerative green solutions & meeting environmental targets.

• Naturalise the building into the landscape through planting to minimise impact & improve.

• Be a green space living example of how to ‘be the change we wish to see in the world.’ 

• Be an asset to the area & demonstrate how to create sensitive & beautiful solutions for all. 

• It will unite the community, provide solutions to problems & become a hub of positivity. 

• To build a strong sense of belonging and pride to people and place in the area. 

• The benefit to culture will be immeasurable, diverse and surely brilliant.  



4 potential sites for you to choose from 

Site 1 - Scouts Corner:
- Troubled history as site of anti-social behaviour
- Town Clerk to come up with a plan for this area
- Hidden from main park area
Site 2 - South of the Growers:
- Potentially best location
- Great access on foot & for wheelchairs, mobility vehicles
- Electricity & water at hand
- Centre can provide vital facilities for other park events
- Draws people in, create garden around, naturalise
Site 3 - The Dip:
- Once site of a large tree, makes use of the space
- Close to the pedestrian entrance of Fen Walk 
Site 4 - Southern Edge 
- Adjacent to recycling bins in Hamblin Rd car park. 
- Trees & shady so harder to grow & naturalise building

Yellow box shows ideal place & rough scale of Site 2



   

The minutes from the Amenities Committee state: 
 
701. To receive a presentation from the Woodbridge Climate Action centre regarding the 

potential use of Elmhurst Park for a community facility. 
 
The Committee received a presentation from two members of the Woodbridge Climate 
Action Centre regarding the potential use of Elmhurst Park for a community facility.  
 
The Committee agreed to recommend to Town Council that a community facility, namely the 
modified shipping container available to the Woodbridge Climate Action Centre, be sited in 
Elmhurst Park for the purpose of a community facility.  
 
The Committee further agreed that its preferred location was site 2 (as shown on the below 
map), however the Town Clerk was asked to organise a site visit prior to the Town Council 
meeting.  
 

 
  

 
The recommendation from the Amenities Committee was made in order that Full Council may 
consider this unique opportunity provided the availability of the storage facility.  
 
In considering the recommendation the Council must consider a number of factors, some 
which remain unanswered or will require further legal advice.  



Planning requirements 

The following communication was made with the Duty Planner at East Suffolk Council before 
the meeting of the Amenities Committee: 

From: Town Clerk <townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk> 
Sent: 31 January 2023 16:43 
To: dutyplanner <dutyplanner@eastsuffolk.gov.uk> 
Subject: Shipping containers in Elmhurst Park, Woodbridge 

Dear Duty Planner, 

Woodbridge Town Council are considering the possibility of using shipping containers to create a 
community hub in Elmhurst Park, Woodbridge.  

WTC is the freehold owner of the park, which is within the Woodbridge Conservation Area. 

Would Planning Permission be required to install such a facility onto our property? 

Best 

Greg 

From: dutyplanner <dutyplanner@eastsuffolk.gov.uk>  
Sent: 01 February 2023 10:38 
To: Town Clerk <townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: Shipping containers in Elmhurst Park, Woodbridge 

Good Morning  

Thanks for your email. 

Part 12 Class A of the General Permitted Development Order covers Local Authority development. I 
note the proposal would be in a sensitive location and it would be helpful if you could provide some 
additional information or alternatively seek advice through the formal pre-application response route, 
more information found here: Pre-application advice service » East Suffolk Council 

I hope this helps. 

Kind Regards 

From: Town Clerk <townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk>  
Sent: 03 February 2023 14:20 
To: dutyplanner <dutyplanner@eastsuffolk.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: Shipping containers in Elmhurst Park, Woodbridge 

Dear Duty Planner,  

Thanks for your below response.  

mailto:townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk
mailto:dutyplanner@eastsuffolk.gov.uk
mailto:dutyplanner@eastsuffolk.gov.uk
mailto:townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.eastsuffolk.gov.uk%2fplanning%2fplanning-applications-and-enforcement%2ffind-out-if-you-need-planning-permission%2fpre-application-advice-service%2f&c=E,1,Hp1fJ0bDBLtIjDG7XLtUJwoJvVLn0PXuwDzIgrLpL9kUUh3B1OhtVf6lGdYkBCLUxO2Y7HCHaLol1I2lMk66_QnSNXMOX4QJsmDnwAES7XsyL3O24Oy9zr41&typo=1
mailto:townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk
mailto:dutyplanner@eastsuffolk.gov.uk


   

For confirmation, these are recycled buildings, which are currently being used a community facility in 
London, but have been offered to Woodbridge Town Council as part of climate emergency plans. An 
image of the building is shown below: 
 

 
 
The square footage of the building will be approx. 120m2 once installed, and will complement the 
modern toilets we are due to install in the park this summer (we have already been advised that 
planning permission is not required for these buildings, although we will be submitting a planning 
application for the demolition of the existing building).  
 
Time is of the essence as these building need to find a home – to assume permitted development rights 
what other information is required, or would a pre-app be the best way to receive a response.   
 
Best 
 
Greg 
 
Good afternoon, 
 
I do appreciate that you are hoping for a swift response. However, as these are large structures going in 
a public space, I would definitely encourage a formal pre-app written response in this instance so that 
the Planning Authority can confirm whether these containers would qualify under Part 12 in terms of 
both size and for their potential use as a community hub. 
 
The legislation sets out the following:- 
 
PART 12Development by local authorities 
Class A 

Permitted development 

A.  The erection or construction and the maintenance, improvement or other alteration by a local authority or by 

an urban development corporation of— 

(a)any small ancillary building, works or equipment on land belonging to or maintained by them required for the 

purposes of any function exercised by them on that land otherwise than as statutory undertakers; 



(b)lamp standards, information kiosks, passenger shelters, public shelters and seats, telephone boxes, fire alarms,

public drinking fountains, horse troughs, refuse bins or baskets, barriers for the control of people waiting to enter

public service vehicles, electric vehicle charging points and any associated infrastructure, and similar structures or

works required in connection with the operation of any public service administered by them.

Interpretation of Class A

A.1  For the purposes of Class A, “urban development corporation” has the same meaning as in Part 16 of the Local

Government, Planning and Land Act 1980 (urban development)(1). 

A.2  The reference in Class A to any small ancillary building, works or equipment is a reference to any ancillary building,

works or equipment not exceeding 4 metres in height or 200 cubic metres in capacity. 

So as you can see, the exemption is intended for modest structures and equipment. The specified size 
limit is 200 cubic metres so all dimensions of length, width and height should be supplied to enable the 
volume calculation to be made. Judging from the photograph though it looks to be over 2 metres tal,l 
in which case the cubic volume threshold would be exceeded in any event, triggering an 
application.  Any formal planning application from the Town Council would incur a 50% reduction in 
fee. 

Thank you 

Duty Planner today 

The Woodbridge Climate Action Centre have confirmed that the shipping containers are 40ft 
containers, and online research provides the following dimensions:  

Utilising an online calculator the cubic capacity for a single container is calculated at 77m3. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.legislation.gov.uk%2fuksi%2f2015%2f596%2fschedule%2f2%2fpart%2f12%2fmade%23f00095&c=E,1,-0jiwlu4GYwa8VAetEt-Cv70KYH36sSm0zz8KyyVzivTpJCkBoIKSbesitELr2OExFWuRQHc_dZX8oO-K37gEZgWJ_NtP4Jffq25ZVKc3vgVqT0UsF8,&typo=1


   

 
 
The latest communication with the Climate Action Centre suggests that the facility could 
include two forty foot containers (77m3 x 2 = 154m3), plus one twenty foot container.  
 
The same online search and maths for a twenty foot container: 

 
 

 



The total cubic volume for the three containers combined equals 192m3. 

The Planning Authority will not confirm permitted development rights by email, therefore to 
ensure that Woodbridge Town Council follow the correct procedures pre-planning application 
advice should be submitted in order to receive this permission formally from the Planning 
Authority.  

Connection to utilities 

The Woodbridge Climate Action Centre has confirmed that should permission be granted for 
the containers/ buildings to be sited in the park, they will require connections to power and 
water.  

Legal agreement 

The Woodbridge Climate Action Centre has confirmed that they will retain the ownership of 
the containers. The request is that the parties sign a legal agreement (potentially a ground 
lease) which provides the Climate Action Centre part of Elmhurst Park to install the containers 
for use as a community facility.  

At the time of writing the proposed area of the park to be provided is shown below, however 
with site visits planned prior to Town Council the preferred location may change. 

The area in red provided is larger than the footprint of the buildings – such a space would 
allow (if permitted in any agreement), for further items such as bike racks, hedges etc to 
be incorporated.  



Costs 

Should the Council be minded to agree to the siting of the containers in Elmhurst Park the 
following costs are likely to be incurred:  

- Pre-planning application (No cost to WTC).
- Legal fees
- Delivery and installation of the containers, including pre-site preparation.
- Connection to services.

It will need to be made clear in any agreement which of the parties are responsible for the 
above costs.  

Summary 

The Amenities Committee were minded to make their recommendation based on the 
enthusiasm of the Woodbridge Climate Action Centre to provide a unique and desired 
community facility in the heart of our wonderful town. The use of the Council’s estate to 
provide a town centre location could be viewed a positive step toward helping the townsfolk 
to live more sustainably, and to help with the Council with its Climate Change plans.  

Conversely, there may be concern that siting such a facility in the park detracts from the 
natural, wild setting of the park, and that the facility may be a magnet for anti-social behaviour. 
There may also be concern that a converted shipping container may not be a suitable fit within 
the Woodbridge Conservation Area (although there are views directly of Robertson Boatyard 
from the park), however concerns such as this could be included as part of the pre-planning 
advice application.  

The recommendation from the Amenities Committee was that The Committee agreed to 
recommend to Town Council that a community facility, namely the modified shipping container 
available to the Woodbridge Climate Action Centre, be sited in Elmhurst Park for the purpose of 
a community facility.  

Members are asked to consider the recommendation from the Amenities Committee 
regarding Elmhurst Park. 



Item 13 
To consider granting approval for the dredging of the Tide Mill race. 

Members will recall the decision taken at the July meeting of the Council which formally started 
the process of agreeing a license between Woodbridge Town Council and the Tide Mill Trust 
to allow for dredging of the Tide Mill race.  

206. To consider a request from the Tide Mill Trust to undertake dredging.

It was agreed that the request from the Tide Mill Trust falls within the rights defined in the
Council’s lease of the foreshore, and therefore the Council agreed to approve the dredging
of the defined area by the Trust.

Since that time Officers have worked to establish the requirements of the license with the 
Council’s solicitors, more details of the proposed dredging by the Tide Mill Trust’s contractors, 
and to satisfy the Council’s landlord for the foreshore, the Crown Estate. Pertinent 
communication with these parties is provided below:  

Dear John, 

Further to the recent agreement from Town Council to allow the Trust to undertake dredging of the 
Mill race, I have been working with our solicitors and the Crown Estate to find the best way to 
legally wrap up this agreement. Comments from the parties are shown below: 

Crown Estate: 

“The Council has the right to dredge. If, in effect, they are treating the Trust as a contractor, then how they 
“instruct” the Trust to undertake the dredging (provided the dredging does not go beyond the dredging rights 
granted), is up to them and we wouldn’t want to get involved.  However, if the Council is, in effect, granting the 
Trust a right to dredge, then we need to consider the alienation provisions in the lease, in particular 10.1.5 and 
10.2. So in short, if WTC appoints the Trust as a contractor to carry out the dredging, we won’t get involved. 

Birketts Solicitors: 

I had understood that WTC were wanting to grant Tide Mill Trust permission to dredge for this one instance. 
They would undertake the works, at their cost. Such a one off permission is not a right as such and they will 
then be the party who appoints the contractor to actually undertake the dredging work. There will be no 
contract between the contractor and WTC. We will want to know and understand who is doing the work and 
that we have confidence in them and their intended work practices, insurance etc which will be provided for in 
the licence we are intending to grant them. This will be a one off permission, not a formal grant of right, to 
dredge in the future. Future dredging will need to repeat this process.  WTC will permit them to undertake this 
work via a licence (consent). 

WTC 

Your summary of the requirement in paragraph two (that pasted above) is correct – this is a one off 
project although likely one which will again be required in a number of years to come. The current 
issue is giving the Tide Mill Trust permission to dredge in order to keep the Mill wheel turning. I 
consider that the intended dredging is within the limits granted within the lease. 

With this in mind Birketts have confirmed the following this morning: 



If the proposed dredging is within these limits then it will make matters much more simple and we 
need not have the consent of the Crown, but we should still record this in a licence which both 
parties sign up to and WTC need to be comfortable that the persons carrying out the works are 
reputable, fully insured etc.If you can get such confirmation from Tide Mill, then this will also best 
protect WTC. 

I will prepare a short form licence for both parties to enter into providing consent from WTC to 
undertake such works only to create a framework of responsibility. 

Dear Greg  

My very best wishes for a Happy New Year. 

I am sorry it has taken so long to respond to this. I have now had all the material we need for us 
to be able to respond to the warranty Birketts have recommended. I can confirm that the 
company we intend to employ to do the dredging, Colne Maintenance Dredging Ltd, are 
reputable and have the necessary insurance. For completeness I attach a copy of the 
proposed contractors method statement. It is proposed that the work will be undertaken by 
the end of April. 

Please let me know if you need more. 

Best wishes. 

John 

Dear John,  

Great news about the mooring – the general consensus is that there is about six feet of water at high 
tide and a flat bottomed boat/ barge is better suited – we don’t want something similar to the attached 
happening again!  

Please see below an extract from the email I mentioned from Birketts – can you request the insurance 
documents from Colne and Birketts will then look over them: 

Whilst the Licence itself will deal with the mechanics permitting them to undertake the works, are you satisfied 
that Colne Maintenance Dredging Limited are an acceptable provider and are satisfied that they have in place 
the necessary insurance in relation to the costs of any potential negligence in undertaking the works?  These 
are matters which are not dealt with specifically in the licence, and are practical arrangements which you need 
to be satisfied of to ensure that you have discharged your responsibilities owed to the Crown Estate 
Commissioners.  John Carrington’s email confirms that they do have necessary insurance, but it would be 
preferable if the insurance could be provided so that you can double check this and understand the extent of 
any caveats or gaps in the insurance. We can progress the licence permitting the works to be undertaken in 
tandem with this satisfactory documentation being provided, with the licence itself only being signed, dated 
and made binding once you are satisfied as to all of these elements. 

Best 

Greg  

Thanks Greg 



In answer to Birketts, I attach Colne’s certificate of insurance. I also attach their Method Statement 
which I thought I had sent but cannot see that I have. 

Is this sufficient? 

John 

These two documents are uploaded to SharePoint, along with the MMO License and 
supporting documents from the Mill’s environmental consultant.  

Officers have also had lengthy communication with the Crown Estate on this subject, the full 
contents of which have also been uploaded to SharePoint.  

The Council must also be made aware of the concerns from other organisations with an 
interest in the river regarding the proposed works– uploaded to SharePoint are documents 
containing back and forth discussions between the Tide Mill and local groups regarding their 
complaints. 

The Council’s solicitors have summarised the current position nicely: 

The situation is both delicate and complicated, but most of the concerns relate to a practical nature in relation 
to the works and the Council being satisfied that they are adequately protected if there is an issue.  

The working window for the Tide Mill and their contractor to undertake the work is closing fast 
– the work must be completed before the end of spring to avoid wildlife disturbance during
the breeding season, otherwise it must wait until September/ October.

The ‘License to Dredge’ document prepared by the Council’s solicitors has been uploaded to 
SharePoint as a separate document. The following email accompanied its delivery: 

Attached is the proposed form of Dredging Licence. I have kept the drafting as simple as possible, as 
essentially the licence word section is the permission for Tide Mill to undertake the dredging works.  

The context is that the licence is the permission document, entered into by both parties. This is a permission 
granted by Woodbridge Town Council to permit the trust to undertaken the dredging works. The detail of the 
works is to be attached to the licence and this would form part of the schedule. The works should set out in 
detail all of the works they are permitted to undertake. The licence will not permit any other works to be 
undertaken and the works detail attached should be specific to this project and be as detailed as possible. 

We had been corresponding regarding the extent of the works, insurance, appointment of the relevant 
contractor etc. These elements are not referred to in the licence itself and do not need to be legally. It will be 
for the Council to be satisfied that the works details provided are satisfactory and suitable. You will not be 
providing a warranty that the works proposed are suitable and the costs of incurring the works should be 
borne by the Tide Mill, not WTC. If there is associated damage caused as a result of these works, the 
contractor may be liable under the terms of their appointment and covered by their insurance, TM may be 
responsible to WTC for such costs but there could be an issue regarding recovery if TM do not have sufficient 
funds to cover any costs, meaning that ultimately the costs could be borne by WTC. 

The licence is prepared on the basis that WTC are satisfied that the works details are sufficient and that 
insurance of the contractor is in place etc. If this is not provided or if there are concerns, the licence should not 
be signed and dated (completed). The licence is drafted on the basis that all such information has been 
provided, reviewed by WTC and confirmed as acceptable. From the nature of the works it is not clear to me if 
the CDM regulations apply. I have kept such provisions in the licence as you will see, but if they do not apply, 
then such provisions are not relevant and do not adversely affect either party.  



The licence does not oblige TM to undertake the works and whether or not they do is at their discretion, but if 
they do then the licence will take effect.  

The licence once completed will be a permission for the works valid for 12 months. If the works are not started 
and concluded in this time, then the licence will lapse and a further licence will be required if works are then to 
be done next year.  

The licence is not binding until it is signed and dated by both parties. I would recommend that whilst the 
document can be signed (subject to clarification as to the entity signing) then this can be dated and made 
binding once WTC are satisfied as to all of the details of the works being sufficient and acceptable (including 
details of how the contractor is appointed and their PI insurance etc).  

The licence can restrict the area which you are permitting them to undertake the dredging works to. If there is 
such a limitation, then a plan showing the area they are permitted to use can be attached to the licence.  

One point which I would be grateful for confirmation of entity to whom the licence is given. I’ve prepared this 
on the basis that it is the Woodbridge Tide Mill Charitable Trust entering into the licence, but we will need to 
include the names of 2 of the trustees who will then be signing the document. I’d be grateful if this could be 
confirmed. I can update the attached as necessary. 

Members are asked to study the documentation provided and consider if they are content 
with the methods proposed and the insurances provided by the Tide Mill Trust, and their 
contractor, Colne Maintenance Dredging. 

If Members are happy with the information provided, and approve the content of the license 
to dredge, they are asked to approve the dredging by mandating the Town Mayor and Deputy 
Town Mayor to sign the license on behalf of Woodbridge Town Council.  



Item 14 
To consider a request from Woodbridge Football Club to position a storage facility on 
Kingston Field.  

The Council has a hire agreement with the Woodbridge Football Club for the use of Kingston 
Field for weekend junior and youth football matches during the football season. The field is 
currently marked up with three pitches, all of which are well utilised by boys and girls teams 
each weekend.   

The parties have agreed to co-fund the refurbishment of the store cupboard in the Pavilion to 
provide a private changing and toilet facility on match days, and this work is due to be 
completed before the end of the financial year.  

The football club currently store their line marking equipment and materials in the cupboard, 
which will no longer be possible once the space is turned into a toilet/ changing facility. The 
club also stores telescopic goals/ nets outside of the Pavilion, which looks unsightly.  

The football club have therefore asked for permission to install a lockable metal container on 
the field to securely store their goals, line marking equipment and other items. This would be 
located next to the Pavilion.  

The football club were advised that due to the agreement governing the Council’s 
management of Kingston Field (the Will of Frederick Kingston-Smith), permission for such an 
installation would need to be received from the Kingston-Smith family. The following 
communication has been made with the family: 

Dear Julian,  

I hope this email finds you well on this spring afternoon! 

As you are aware we have a long-standing relationship with the Woodbridge Football Club for their 
junior teams to use the field on Saturday and Sunday morning during the football season. We are now 
talking to the club about how we can improve the playing surface and manage the field with the 
climate change issues in mind – this should help improve the sward in the long run.  

Now that the club are utilising all space available to them in the Pavilion – the small toilet is being 
improved to allow for the increase in young girls playing following the success of the national team 
this year, the football club have asked if it were possible to install a storage unit to include their goals, 
line marking equipment, flags etc etc– the goals currently sit by the Pavilion and don’t look great.  

The club have asked if it were possible to install a flat pack metal container – see the link below: 

https://www.safetrade247.co.uk/kdc-flat-pack-metal-
stores?source=googlebase&option_id=32&option_value_id=814&gclid=CjwKCAiAxP2eBhBiEiwA5 
puhNT8_1jOqumQwNLk_jfp2ZC3QAYmCEmn6oKRS966ziYwG3ktevGfiThoCxI4QAvD_BwE 

I advised that it requires your/ your families permission based on the gift of the land, and I think the 
pertinent section is: 

https://www.safetrade247.co.uk/kdc-flat-pack-metal-stores?source=googlebase&option_id=32&option_value_id=814&gclid=CjwKCAiAxP2eBhBiEiwA5puhNT8_1jOqumQwNLk_jfp2ZC3QAYmCEmn6oKRS966ziYwG3ktevGfiThoCxI4QAvD_BwE
https://www.safetrade247.co.uk/kdc-flat-pack-metal-stores?source=googlebase&option_id=32&option_value_id=814&gclid=CjwKCAiAxP2eBhBiEiwA5puhNT8_1jOqumQwNLk_jfp2ZC3QAYmCEmn6oKRS966ziYwG3ktevGfiThoCxI4QAvD_BwE
https://www.safetrade247.co.uk/kdc-flat-pack-metal-stores?source=googlebase&option_id=32&option_value_id=814&gclid=CjwKCAiAxP2eBhBiEiwA5puhNT8_1jOqumQwNLk_jfp2ZC3QAYmCEmn6oKRS966ziYwG3ktevGfiThoCxI4QAvD_BwE


‘That the Council will not any time erect or suffer to be erected on any part of the said land any 
building or erection other than a dwellinghouse for a caretaker,  a pavilion shelter or sheds for the 
use and enjoyment of the said land for the objects aforesaid and no such building to be erected as 
aforesaid shall be of greater height than one storey’ 

By providing permission for such a ‘shed’ to be installed, you will greatly improve the ability of the 
football club to continue offering the field for us the local children.  

Similarly, we are also looking at ways to capture rainwater in order to water the trees which have been 
planted on the field – would it be possible to position an IBC tank – next to the Pavilion and utilise the 
rainwater collected from the roof.  

It is expected both of these items would be positioned to the right of the Pavilion (where the goals are 
now).  

If you were able to consider these requests, I would be extremely grateful. 

Best 

Greg 

Dear Greg , 

 Thank you for your email , I will pass on the information of the proposal to the stakeholders and get 
back to you asap .  

I think that a timber built or timber clad building more in keeping with the existing pavilion and 
housing both the football storage and the IBC would be preferable , so perhaps that maybe worth 
considering ?  

I have now spoken to the person concerned re: tennis club advertising hoardings and will send you that 
on a separate email. 

Kind regards, 
Julian  

Dear Julian, 

Thanks for your response regarding the potential installation of a storage shed and water tank next to 
the Pavilion.  

The shed proposed was chosen as it was felt to complement the Pavilion in colour and design – the 
cost also made if affordable as a joint venture between our organisations. As a flatpack it would also 
be removable should one of the organisations no longer require it to be in that location. The metal 
design also makes it more vandal proof.   

There are wooden clad shipping containers: 
https://www.itwilliams.co.uk/sold-stock-3/new-one-shipper-20x8-container-green-fkch7-k8hea-37gxt 

And also large sheds 
https://dunsterhouse.co.uk/dutch-barn-w2-51m-x-d3-
69m?infinity=ict2~net~gaw~cmp~17725450264~ag~~ar~~kw~~mt~~acr~6854345728&gclid=Cj0KC

https://www.itwilliams.co.uk/sold-stock-3/new-one-shipper-20x8-container-green-fkch7-k8hea-37gxt
https://dunsterhouse.co.uk/dutch-barn-w2-51m-x-d3-69m?infinity=ict2%7Enet%7Egaw%7Ecmp%7E17725450264%7Eag%7E%7Ear%7E%7Ekw%7E%7Emt%7E%7Eacr%7E6854345728&gclid=Cj0KCQiAorKfBhC0ARIsAHDzslvZhK2hlzaYP6sXFg8EA_MfZX109WS2SlnnebpKTZ-6Gf5ydlsDTfUaAgLLEALw_wcB
https://dunsterhouse.co.uk/dutch-barn-w2-51m-x-d3-69m?infinity=ict2%7Enet%7Egaw%7Ecmp%7E17725450264%7Eag%7E%7Ear%7E%7Ekw%7E%7Emt%7E%7Eacr%7E6854345728&gclid=Cj0KCQiAorKfBhC0ARIsAHDzslvZhK2hlzaYP6sXFg8EA_MfZX109WS2SlnnebpKTZ-6Gf5ydlsDTfUaAgLLEALw_wcB


QiAorKfBhC0ARIsAHDzslvZhK2hlzaYP6sXFg8EA_MfZX109WS2SlnnebpKTZ-
6Gf5ydlsDTfUaAgLLEALw_wcB 

Is this the sort of thing you are thinking? 

Regarding the IBC it would probably be easier for this to be separate from any building as it will 
require the downpipes of the Pavilion to be re-position to fill it, and then a waste pipe for the 
soakaway. It’d also need to be raised to allow for a bucket to be filled!  

Best 

Greg 

End of dialogue as of 16.02.23. 

Members are asked to consider a request from Woodbridge Football Club to position a storage 
facility on Kingston Field.  

https://dunsterhouse.co.uk/dutch-barn-w2-51m-x-d3-69m?infinity=ict2%7Enet%7Egaw%7Ecmp%7E17725450264%7Eag%7E%7Ear%7E%7Ekw%7E%7Emt%7E%7Eacr%7E6854345728&gclid=Cj0KCQiAorKfBhC0ARIsAHDzslvZhK2hlzaYP6sXFg8EA_MfZX109WS2SlnnebpKTZ-6Gf5ydlsDTfUaAgLLEALw_wcB
https://dunsterhouse.co.uk/dutch-barn-w2-51m-x-d3-69m?infinity=ict2%7Enet%7Egaw%7Ecmp%7E17725450264%7Eag%7E%7Ear%7E%7Ekw%7E%7Emt%7E%7Eacr%7E6854345728&gclid=Cj0KCQiAorKfBhC0ARIsAHDzslvZhK2hlzaYP6sXFg8EA_MfZX109WS2SlnnebpKTZ-6Gf5ydlsDTfUaAgLLEALw_wcB


Item 15
To receive an update on the grant funding as part of the UK Shared Prosperity Fund. 

Members will recall the discussion and agreement made at the January meeting of the Council 
regarding potential applications to the UK Shared Prosperity Fund (via East Suffolk Council): 

658. To consider an invitation from East Suffolk Council to bid for grant funding as part of the UK
Shared Prosperity Fund

The Council requested that a schedule of grant applications covering the four tranches of
the two funds be presented at the February meeting for approval.

Cllrs Leach and Miller were asked to work with the Deputy Town Clerk to agree the request
for round 1 of the Art, Event and Culture scheme.

Cllrs Leach and Miller met with the Deputy Town Clerk as requested, and since that time 
applications have been submitted for the following to meet the Round 1 deadline: 

- Improvements to the WTC website and social media presence, including drone footage
and professional photography.

- Wildlife trail in Elmhurst Park including the updating of Elmhurst Park borders and beds
including a new planting scheme for Scouts Corner.

- Town wide signage update including replacement of all finger posts and a ladder sign at
the entrance to Tide Mill Way.

The details for the remaining rounds are provided below, along with the projects proposed for 
funding:  

- An event for young people including a public consultation/ question and answer session
to further understand the wishes and ambitions of the young people of the town.

- Replacement of the astroturf cricket wicket on Kingston Field.
- Installation of a ‘pump track’ on Kingston Field.



- Christmas event at Whisstocks including ice skating rink and market.
- Elmhurst Walk sensory walkway.

Projects such as the Elmhurst Walk sensory walkway and pump track will be considered more 
closely by the Amenities Committee prior to any grant funding submission.  

Members are asked to note the update on the grant funding as part of the UK Shared 
Prosperity Fund. 



Item 16 
To consider a request from Cllr. Adelson regarding Network Rail. 

Hi Greg, 

Could we get an item on the Town Council agenda for next week, proposing that the council 
should engage with (maybe write to) Network Rail asking them to deliver on their promises to 
residents and visitors of the area on the river side of the railway crossings where the 
improvement works are being carried out. 

1. Reimbursement for having to park in public car-parks on the town side of the
crossing while the crossings are closed.  I am informed by a relative who is one of
the houseboat residents, that no resident has received any reimbursement.  I also
understand that my relative has requested Network Rail to inform them how to
claim the reimbursement, and received no response.

2. Accurate signage.  The last two weekends the signs have been out saying the Ferry
Lane crossing would be closed, when in fact it remained open.  This has led to
residents incurring parking costs which could have been avoided.

3. Safety-related repairs to the footbridge.  I understand that Network Rail had agreed
with Councillor Sutton that this work needs doing urgently.  Nothing has been done.

4. Floodgate. As you informed me recently, the Council has closed the floodgate three
times on weekends when NR had said work would be happening, only to find that no
work took place.  This has cost us several hundred pounds.  It would be much
appreciated if NR would offer to pay for these wasted closures.

A separate issue, also related to the crossings, concerns light pollution from Jetty Lane and 
Kingston Farm crossings.   

5. At Jetty Lane, the stop/go traffic light operates at a power level that seems
appropriate in the day-time, but after dark is much brighter than necessary.  So
much so that it's counter-productive;  on both sides, the green light is dazzling, to
the extent that it's impossible to see where the crossing gates are.  This must be a
considerable waste of energy, and also detrimental to wildlife and to people's quiet
enjoyment of the area at dusk.  A friend living approx 300m away (straight line
distance) tells me he can see the light from the crossing at night-time.

6. Both crossings have flashing blue lights to illuminate the path to be taken by
pedestrians across the tracks.  The lights on Kingston Farm crossing in particular,
seem far too bright as viewed from the river wall footpath at or around dusk.  They
are a source of inappropriate illumination in what ought really to be a dark-sky
countryside area.



The same blue lighting is used at Jetty Lane, but it doesn't seem quite as bad in this 
slightly more urban setting. Having these lights working 24*7 - whether anybody is 
crossing or not - seems, again, a waste of energy.  I understand the need for safety 
measures, but couldn't these blue lights be switched on by the opening of the 
pedestrian gate on the crossings?  Additionally (or alternatively) they could be 
shaded so that they are only visible to people actually using the crossings. 

Members are asked to consider the request from Cllr Adelson for the Council to contact 
Network Rail regarding the issues highlighted.  



Item 17 
To consider a request for a donation toward the upgrading of the town centre CCTV. 

The Town Clerk received the following email on February 14th: 

Dear All 

Apologies for the slightly “scatter-gun” approach to contacting you hopefully by this method I will 
reach the correct person regarding funding for CCTV in Woodbridge. 

Some 10 plus years ago CCTV was installed as a joint Woodbridge Town Centre/Choose 
Woodbridge/Suffolk Constabulary/ effort and this has worked well – the CCTVs are on the corner of 
Brook Street/Thoroughfare and have been used throughout this time by the police to gain evidence 
whenever there is criminal activity in that location.  The monitors and recording equipment are housed 
in one of our back rooms and the police know how to search and record from it. 

Unfortunately, a few weeks ago when the police attended to search for footage of a stolen bicycle it 
was found that the equipment had developed a fault.  We contacted STC (the original suppliers) and 
they have attended and replaced one of the monitors.  However, this morning when a police officer 
attended to search for footage of a violent robbery and criminal damage last night of our local 
businesses, the quality of the images was found to be not good enough to be able to see the 
numberplate.   

The van can be seen passing within a few feet of one of the cameras but the picture quality is not good 
enough to see the vital information for the police to continue their investigation. 

STC have provided a quotation (attached) to upgrade the system but in the current climate and with 
other issues requiring urgent financing we cannot fund this ourselves, so as this was previously funded 
by some of yourselves would you please consider providing funding for this upgrade, which I feel is 
essential in helping to both prevent and solve criminal activity in the town centre? 

Looking forward to your response. 

Kind regards 

Jill Barrett 

The quotation has been provided separately on SharePoint. 

Members are asked to consider if they wish to provide a donation toward the upgrade of the 
Town Centre CCTV.  



Item 18 
To note the year end accounts of the Seckford Foundation. 

The year end accounts for the Seckford Foundation, the Council’s tenant in the first floor of 
the Shire Hall, have been provided Cllr Holdcroft and uploaded seperately to SharePoint.   

Members are asked to note the year end accounts of the Seckford Foundation. 
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