Woodbridge Town Council

Minutes of the Town Council meeting held at the John Gibbins Gallery, on Tuesday 28" June 2022
at 7pm

Councillors:

Present: D Adelson, S Bale, P Gillard, J Jewers, S Miller and M Sutton

Apologies: Lady C Blois, G Holdcroft, C Mapey, E O’Nolan, C Page, S Rawlings, R Sanders, M
Sylvester, C Walsh and M Wilks

In Attendance: Town Clerk and one member of the public

114. Apologies

Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Blois, Holdcroft, Mapey,
O’Nolan, Page, Rawlings, Sanders, Sylvester, Walsh and Wilks.

115. To receive declarations of interest

Councillor Sutton declared a pecuniary interest in item 131 as a Director of the Woodbridge
Riverside Trust, and a non-pecuniary interest as a Trustee of the Tide Mill Trust.

Councillor Bale declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 131 as the Town Council
representative to the Woodbridge Riverside Trust.

Councillor Gillard declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 131 as a Trustee of the Tide
Mill Trust.

No other Councillors declared any interest in matters on the agenda.

116. To consider requests for dispensations

The Town Clerk advised Councillors that Councillor Sutton had submitted, in line with the
Council’s Standing Orders, a written request for a dispensation to remain and participate,
but not to vote, on matters further to his declaration of a pecuniary interest regarding the
Woodbridge Riverside Trust and the potential for them to be financially liable for remedial
works required following the Fire Risk Assessments. The dispensation request covers this
meeting only.

It was agreed to grant to Councillor Sutton a dispensation to remain and participate, but
not to vote, during item 131.
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117.

118.

119.

120.

121.

122.

There were no other requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this
Agenda to remain, speak and/or vote on that item in which they had declared an interest.

Public Question Time

A member of the public spoke to Councillors regarding the reading of the ‘Rights of the
River Deben’ on September 24 2022.

To note the receipt of a written report from County Councillor Page

The Council noted the receipt of a written report from County Councillor Page.

To note the receipt of a written report from District Councillors Mapey and Yule

No report had been received from the District Councillors. The Town Clerk was asked to
write to the Chair of East Suffolk Council to enquire of her expectations for District
Councillors to provide reports to the Towns and Parishes they represent.

For Members to question the District and County Councillors on matters contained in their
written reports

Councillor Page requested that any questions on her report be directed to her by email.

To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 17" May 2022

The following addition was agreed for item 4:

Councillor Gillard declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 25 as a Trustee of the Tide Mill
Trust.

With this change the Council agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the
meeting held 17" May 2022 as a true record.

To consider, question and agree the following Financial Reports:

The Council noted the receipt of and approved the following financial reports:-

Income to 31st May 2022 - £246,793.00

Expenditure to 31st May 2022 - £61,912.00

Income and Expenditure against Budget to May 2022

Bank Reconciliation and Supporting Bank Statements to 31st May 2022 - £689,985.64
The Accounts and Payments List for June 2022 - £20,819.37

The HSBC Net report for June 2022 - £12,140.71

The HSBC Corporate Card report for May 2022 - £28.48

Summary of Direct Debit payments to 31st May 2022 - £70.65
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123.

124.

125.

126.

i. Debtors Report to 31st May 2022

To note the receipt of the minutes from this Council’s Committees: -

The council noted the receipt of the following minutes:

Planning — 24.05.22

Climate and Ecological Emergency —07.06.22
Planning —07.06.22

Amenities — 14.06.22

Planning — 21.06.22
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To consider the Woodbridge Air Quality Management Area Revocation Assessment.

Members considered the draft response from the Climate and Ecological Emergency
Committee and requested the following addition:

We would request that WTC continues to receive regular monitoring reports as we are
concerned about the potential increase to traffic levels at this location due to the planned
works at Melton Hill and Sizewell C.

With this addition the response was agreed.

To determine the frequency of the Council’s Internal Audits.

It was agreed to reduce the frequency of the Council’s Internal Audits from three to two
per financial year.

To consider the Draft Recommendations from the Community Governance Review.

The following comments were agreed:

Draft Recommendation 10 — Martlesham/Woodbridge Boundary Change (Martlesham
North)

We support residents moving from Martlesham to Woodbridge; the proposed boundary
change will promote community cohesion and geographic communality.

Draft Recommendation 13 — Woodbridge/Melton Boundary Change (Melton Hill)

We support the recommendation; the proposed boundary change is a coherent decision
for future residents of the Melton Hill/ Kings View development.

The Town Clerk was asked to confirm with East Suffolk Council that should the proposed
boundary changes be agreed, how will the decision be taken on the changes to the
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127.

128.

129.

130.

131.

132.

Council’s electoral/ parish wards.

To consider the Council’s membership to the River Deben Association.

It was agreed that the Council should continue its membership to the River Deben
Association.

To consider a response to the UK Shared Prosperity Fund stakeholder survey.

The Council agreed it’s responses to the UK Shared Prosperity Fund stakeholder survey.

To consider the design proposals from Suffolk Highways for improvements to the Seckford
Street/ Market Hill junction.

The Council considered the design proposals regarding the improvement of the Seckford
Street/ Market Hill junction, and agreed the following comments/ requests:

- The addition of the word ‘ONLY’ to the TURN RIGHT and TURN LEFT road markings.
- The addition of a second right turn arrow on the Market Square (in front of the stop

line)

To note the receipt of the Art Club structural survey and agree any action required.

The Council noted the receipt of the Art Club structural survey and agreed the following
actions:

- To ask the Council’s Officers to prepare tender documents in order to seek quotations
for the building work required.

- To mandate the Accommodation Working Party to enter in discussions with the
Woodbridge Art Club regarding the future of the lease of the Art Club building.

To note the receipt of the Fire Risk Assessments for properties on the Town Council estate
and agree any action required.

The Council noted the receipt of the Fire Risk Assessments for the properties on the Town
Council estate and agreed the following actions:

- To ask the Council’s Officers to seek costs for the remedial works detailed therein.
- To seek legal advice regarding the potential financial liability of the remedial works.
- To circulate the risk assessments to the Council’s tenants.

To exclude the Public and Press from the remainder of the meeting in accordance with the
Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 because of the confidential information
being discussed
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133.

134.

It was agreed to exclude the public and press from the remainder of the meeting in
accordance with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 because of the
confidential information being discussed

To consider the Council’s response to a legal letter from Attwells Solicitors.

The Council mandated the Town Clerk and Accommodation Working Party to respond to
Attwell’s via our solicitors.

Closure

The meeting was closed at 8.54pm.

Councillor Gillard
Chair
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