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Woodbridge Town Council 
 
Minutes of the Town Council meeting held at the Shire Hall on Tuesday 18th April 2023 at 7pm  
 
Councillors:    
 
Present: D Adelson, S Bale, Lady C Blois, P Gillard, R Leach, S Miller, C Page, S Rawlings, R 

Sanders, M Sylvester, M Sutton, C Walsh and M Wilks 
 
Apologies: G Holdcroft, J Jewers and E O’Nolan 
 
In Attendance: Town Clerk, Deputy Town Clerk and two members of the public. 
 
Before the meeting the Town Mayor presented gifts and thanked those Councillors not returning for 
another term for their hard work and commitment to Woodbridge Town Council and the people of 
Woodbridge.  

 
819. Apologies 

 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Holdcroft, Jewers and O’Nolan. 
 

820. To receive declarations of interest 
 
Councillor Sylvester declared non-pecuniary interests in items 828 and 829 as the Chair of 
the Woodbridge Museum.  
 
Councillor Rawlings declared non-pecuniary interests in items 828 and 829 as a Trustee of 
the Woodbridge Museum.  
 
Councillor Sutton declared non-pecuniary interests in items 826, 827 and 828 as a Trustee of 
the Woodbridge Tide Mill Trust.  
 
Councillor Gillard declared non-pecuniary interests in items 826, 827 and 828 as a Trustee of 
the Woodbridge Tide Mill Trust.  
 
Councillor Bale declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 828 as a Trustee of the Woodbridge 
Riverside Trust. 
 
Councillor Adelson declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 828 as his wife is an allotment 
holder, and as a member of the Woodbridge Growers.  
 

821. To consider requests for dispensations 
 
There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this Agenda 
to remain, speak and/or vote on that item in which they had declared an interest. 
 



197 
 

822. Public Question Time 
 
Neither of the members of the public present wished to speak at this time.  
 

823. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 21st March 2023 
 
The Council agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting held 21st March 
2023 as a true record. 
 

 Cllrs. Blois and Page left the meeting.  
 

824. To consider, question and agree the following Financial Reports; 
 
The Council noted the receipt of and approved the following financial reports:- 
 
a. Income to 31st March 2023 - £501,880.00 
b. Expenditure to 31st March 2023 - £460,384.00 
c. Income and Expenditure against Budget to 31st March 2023 
d. Bank Reconciliation and Supporting Bank Statements to 31st March 2023 - £538,786.64 
e. The Accounts and Payments List for April 2023 - £50,239.39 
f. The HSBC Net report for April 2023 - £15,853.35 
g. The HSBC Corporate Card report for March 2023 - £190.89 
h. Summary of Direct Debit payments to 31st March 2023 - £701.40 
i. Expenditure over £500 Report from 1st January – 31st March 2023 
j. Debtors Report to 31st March 2023 
 

825. To note the receipt of the minutes from this Council’s Committees 
 

The Council noted the receipt of the following minutes:- 
 

a. Planning – 28.03.23 
b. Staffing – 28.03.23 
c.         Planning – 11.04.23 
 

826. To consider the grant application received from the Tide Mill Trust.  
 
The Council agreed that the budgeted sum of £7,500 (code 4810) be granted to the Tide Mill 
Trust further to their grant application. 
 

827. To consider a request from the Tide Mill Trust regarding the dredging of the Tide Mill race.  
 
The Council agreed to be the signatory on the application to Natural England for the dredging 
of the Tide Mill race.  
  

828.      To consider the means by which the Council communicates with its tenants and appoints 
members as trustees and representatives to outside bodies. 
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The Council agreed that in principle it supports the proposal to allow those organisations 
associated with the Council, and with nomination rights, to appoint their own trustees rather 
than the Council appointing trustees from within. The Town Clerk was to investigate the 
legality of such a proposal and is mandated to proceed if legally permissible.  
 
Further discussion regarding a working party/ schedule of meetings with the Council’s 
tenants will be discussed at the AGM.  
 

829. To consider a request from the Woodbridge Museum Trust regarding the appointment of a 
nominated trustee.  
 
This item was no longer required further to the decision taken at item 828.  
 

830. To consider and agree the 2022/23 CIL report. 
 
The 2022/23 CIL report, to be published on the Councils website and submitted to the District 
Council, was agreed.  
 

831. To consider a provisional schedule of meetings for the Civic Year 2023/24.  
 
The Council considered the provisional schedule of meetings and agreed the following: 
 
- Apart from the AGM, all Council and Committee meetings during 2023/24 will take place 

on a Wednesday.  
- When there are two meetings in one evening, the earliest meeting will start at 5.30pm.  

 
832. To receive an update on the meeting of the Woodbridge Historic Riverside group.  

 
The Council noted the updated on the meeting of the Woodbridge Historic Riverside group.  
 

833. To consider the process of appointing Honorary Freeman to Woodbridge.  
 
The Council noted that a vacancy in the position of Honorary Freeman of Woodbridge has 
arisen following the passing of former Mayor Mr Tony Hubbard MBE. The Council considered 
the proposals prepared by the Officers and agreed the following: 
 
- To include the title of ‘Honorary Freewoman of Woodbridge’ in the Council’s award.  
- With the addition of the changes proposed by Members, to approve the process of 

appointing Honorary Freeman/ Freewoman of Woodbridge.   
 

834.      To consider the requirement for a Woodbridge Town Council Instagram page. 
 
The Council agreed to the creation of two Instagram pages for Woodbridge Town Council – 
one to advertise weddings at the Shire Hall and one to promote the work and estate of the 
Council.  
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835.  To consider reporting Rose Builders to the Planning Authority regarding the demolition work 

at the Melton Hill site.  
 

The Council agreed that a meeting be requested with Rose Builders and the Planning 
Authority to regarding the demolition work at the Melton Hill site.  
 

836. To exclude the Public and Press from the remainder of the meeting in accordance with the 
Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 because of the confidential information 
being discussed.  

 
The Council agreed to exclude the public and press from the remainder of the meeting due 
to the confidential information to be discussed. 

 
837. To receive a recommendation from the Property Working Party  

 
The Council approved the recommendation from the Property Working Party.  

 
838. To consider recommendations from the Staffing Committee.   

 
The Council agreed to confirm the recommendation from the Staffing Committee regarding 
staff pay and job descriptions.  

 
839. To consider the draft Shire Hall consultation documents and potential costs 

 
The Council agreed it’s preferred delivery method of the Shire Hall consultation documents, 
with any expenditure to be met from EMR 340 Shire Hall Maintenance. 
 
With the addition of the changes proposed by Members, the Council approved the content 
of the consultation documents.   
 

840. Closure 
 
The meeting was closed at 9.04pm.   

 
 
                
                    Councillor Gillard 

                   Chair 


