
To Members of the Amenities Committee 

Cllr Adelson Cllr. Kneebone Cllr. Leach Cllr. Miller Cllr. Pegg 
 Cllr. O’ Nolan    Cllr. Sanders Cllr. Sutton Cllr. Walsh Cllr. Wilks 

You are hereby summoned to attend the Meeting of the Amenities Committee to be held 
at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 7th February at 7pm.  

   Belinda Lloyd 
   Deputy Town Clerk 
   2nd February 2024 

Public Attendance 

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend.  The public will be invited to give 
their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda, or raise issues for 
consideration of inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to 30 minutes duration. 

The Town Council, members of the public and press may record/ film or broadcast this 
meeting when the press and public are not lawfully excluded. Any member of the public who 
attends this meeting is advised that the Town Council cannot control 3rd party recording. 

Agenda 

665. Apologies

666. Declarations of interest
To receive any declarations of interest and to consider requests for dispensations
from Members on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest, other
registerable or non-registerable interest.

667. Public question time
For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at a
future meeting of the Council. Fifteen minutes maximum.

668. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 24th January 2024.



  
669. To receive an update on the Changing Places toilet Project (to follow). 
 
670. To receive an update about the lighting on Elmhurst Walk. 
 
671. To consider a request for additional tables outside the Pavilion Café. 

 
672. To consider public open space in Woodbridge not currently owned by Woodbridge 

Town Council which requires improvement or better management.   
 
673. Closure.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee held at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 
17th January 2024 at 5.30pm. 
 
Councillors:   
 
Present:  D Adelson, E O’Nolan, S Miller, D Pegg, R Sanders, M Sutton, C Walsh and M 

Wilks 
 
Absent without 
Apologies:  M Kneebone  
  
In Attendance: Town Clerk, Deputy Town Clerk and two members of the public 
 

583. Apologies for Absence  
 
No apologies for absence had been received. 

584. To receive Declarations of Interest 
 
No members made any declarations of interests in relation to items on the 
agenda. 
 

585. Public Question Time 
 
Representatives from the Woodbridge Festival spoke to the Committee about 
the potential use of the Shire Hall for community events.  
 

586. To agree and approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 8th November 2023 
 
The minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held 8th November 2023 were 
approved with the following amendments: 
Item 421, to add: ‘so that is does not continue to erode.’ to the end of the item. 
And Item 417, to replace ‘retains the right to consider’ with ‘commits to review’. 
 

587. To note the position of the Committee’s annual budget 
 
Members noted the position of the annual budget. 
 

588. To consider a request from Groundwork East to use Elmhurst Park for a 
community event 
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Members approved to allow Groundwork East to use proposed area for their 
project in Elmhurst Park. Officers were asked to put the project in touch with 
Woodbridge Growers.   

589. To consider a quotation received for the installation of footpath lighting 
adjacent to Whisstocks Quay 
 
The committee agreed to spend £2094.54 + vat to install IP66 wall lights and 
reflective studs to Whisstock’s Quay from the 2023/24 Amenities budget (5100)  
Officers were asked to obtain a quote for additional lighting and power points to 
the internal flood wall of Whisstock’s place. 
 

590. To consider a request from Woodbridge Tennis Club to create a footpath 
joining the tennis courts across Kingston Field 
 
Members agreed to permit Woodbridge Tennis Club to create a footpath in the 
area suggested in the plan submitted. Members request that the path is made 
up of permanent heavy flagstone type slabs that are set flush into the ground. 
 

591. To consider a report from Prof. Peter Hobson regarding the condition of 
Broomheath   
 
Members asked officers to obtain quotations for the installation of fencing 
around the area of erosion in Broomheath, and request that the Finance 
Committee consider the utilisation of the Future Years Maintenance Reserves 
(EMR 315), to fund this work.  
 
Members asked officers to obtain quotes for suggested pest control in the area 
using Pest Control Budget (5310). 
 

592. To consider a communication from Cllr. Walsh regarding the Elmhurst Park 
toilets 
 
Members asked officers to provide a cost-effective solution to re-open the 
Elmhurst park toilets should the Changing Places project not go ahead in the 
park.  
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                                  Councillor Miller 
                       Chair 

593. To consider a request from an allotment holder regarding overhanging trees 
 
Members agreed to engage with the Council’s Arborist to submit a TPO 
application for the reduction of the trees in the area. Costs for the work would 
need to be covered by the allotment holder.  
  

594. To consider a quotation received for the replacement of the signage on Tide 
Mill Way 
 
Members agreed to reduce number of signs in the area and mandated officers 
to spend to a maximum value of £500 from the Amenities budget. (5100) 
  

595. To consider a request to hire Kingston Field for use as an International Circus 
 
Members of the committee declined the use of Kingston Field for a Circus. 
 

596. To consider the installation of the lighting on Tide Mill Way 
 
Members deferred this item and asked for quotes to be provided for the 
installation of lighting. 
 

597. To consider the installation of lighting on Elmhurst Walk 
 
Members of the committee noted the offer from Suffolk County Councillor Leech 
to commit up to £500 for the installation of lighting in this area. Officers were 
asked to investigate further and seek quotes for this work. 
 

598. Closure  
 
The meeting was closed at 6.55pm.   
 



  
Item 669 
To receive an update on the Changing Places toilet Project. 

The December meeting of the Town Council provided the last meaningful Council discussion 
regarding the Changing Places toilets: 

500. To consider the Elmhurst Park Changing Places project 
 
The Council agreed that they are committed to the installation of a Changing 
Places facility in Woodbridge, but that they are minded to pause the project to 
install such a facility in Elmhurst Park.  
 
The Town Clerk was asked to enter into urgent discussion with East Suffolk Council 
and RISE Adapt regarding the potential installation of a Changing Place facility on 
the East Suffolk Council estate in Woodbridge.  
 

 

Officers and the Town Mayor have discussed with East Suffolk Council the potential of 
utilising East Suffolk Council land in the town to install a CP pod, and hence a meeting is 
scheduled for Tuesday 6th February with RISE and District Cllr Molyneux to look at the Station 
and Hamblin Road car park toilets as potential locations.  

Since that time and as provided at the Council’s meeting on January 25th, the following 
communication from the East Suffolk Council Funding Manager has been received: 

Apologies for the delay in coming back on this one. I know colleagues from both the TC and ESC have had 
some discussions in the interim on this. I’ve just got off a call with Government and explained the current 
state of play. They’ve requested us to formally cancel the project in Woodbridge due to the delivery 
timeframes. What this means is cancellation of the Elmhurst Park scheme. They’ve also requested that due 
to the timeframes involved that it’s not feasible to add any replacement schemes into the programme and 
have requested that we redistribute the funding to live / completed projects. I know this will be 
disappointing news but ultimately Government have mandated that we either hand back the unspent 
funding or re-distribute it to live / completed projects ahead of the March 2024.  

 
In short, the £40,000 match funding provided has been withdrawn. Financially, WTC have 
paid RISE £50,000 and have £37,560.00 in reserve, and have been advised that this is 
sufficient to fund the installation of a single CP pod. This Committee touched on the Elmhurst 
Park toilets at its January meeting, and Officers are seeking quotations for the cost-effective 
re-opening of this facility. One option which is also being considered and will be discussed 
at the meeting with Rise on Tuesday 6th, is whether the existing toilets can be retro-fitted to 
include a CP toilet as well as standard toilet facilities (such a development was not 
permissible under the funding agreement with ESC/ Government).  
 

Members are to note an update on the Changing Places toilet Project. 



  
Item 670 
To receive an update about the lighting on Elmhurst Walk. 

 
Officers received the following information from Councillor Sanders regarding the existing 
lighting on Elmhurst Walk. 

 
Dear Greg/Belinda, 
I have been following up on the street light that is attached to Carol Gradwell's shop on Elmhurst Way and 
keeping Ruth updated. 
 
For your information the street light is surprisingly owned by East Suffolk Council and not Suffolk County 
Council, which I deduced from a 1975 wayleave agreement in place for the light and held by Carol Gladwell. 
The agreement says the light is in place "for the purpose of providing improved lighting in the access lane to 
Elmhurst Park".   
 
I have suggested to Ruth she liaises with ESC to see if this light, which is in a very poor condition but still 
operational, can be upgraded using her funds. if so we save spending money on this but some judical pruning 
of a shrub(?) overhanging the wall part way down to the park will aid lighting from that position.  What is not 
clear is who owns Elmhurst Way from Carol Gladwell shopt to the Thoroughfare i.e. is it a public highway or a 
private access road? The deeds Carol has do not define that ownership. 
 
Regards, 
Robin      

Councillors to receive an update about the lighting on Elmhurst Walk. 

 

 

 

 

 



  
Item 671 
To consider a request for additional tables outside the Pavilion Café. 
 
Officers received the following request from Councillor Sutton.  

Can we put an item on next amenities agenda 'Additional tables at Pavillion'.  This to cover two new 
picnic tables with board games embedded and a box of outdoor games equipment all to be provided 
by the County Councillors locality budget.   
 
To consider a request for additional picnic tables outside the Pavilion Café. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Item 672 
To consider public open space in Woodbridge not currently owned by Woodbridge Town 
Council which requires improvement or better management.   
 
Items d-f of the Committee’s Terms of Reference state: 

 

The Commitee shall: 

- monitor the amenity and safety matters within Woodbridge and press for such 
correction or improvement action as is deemed desirable,  

- propose new projects for the benefit of the residents of Woodbridge, and schemes for 
the encouragement of local tourism, sport and cultural activities, 

- recommend measures for the protection and improvement of the local 
environment,  

 

Whilst WTC owns and manages significant open space within the town, Suffolk County 
Council and East Suffolk Council also manage publicly accessible land, some which could 
be managed in different ways ‘for the benefit of the residents of Woodbridge’.  

This Committee has in the past discussed with East Suffolk Council the potential for WTC to 
take over the management of the following open spaces currently under its ownership: 

- Houchells Meadow 
- Castle Street open space (including play area) 
- Strip of land between Castle Street and Chapel Street.  
 

The extent of these areas can be viewed on the ESC GIS website: 

https://mymaps.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/portal/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=0ec5fb549c
7a42368c5174f3b517e81f  

Despite a number of meetings with ESC Officers, this proposal has never progressed to the 
next stage.   

Houchells Meadow and Castle Street require significant maintenance, and hence discussion 
with the Council’s ground maintenance contractor as to how this could be completed would 
be required should the Council secure the management of these sites.  

Officers have also identified three small areas of open space within the town which are 
owned by Suffolk County Council which could be ‘protected and improved’ if transferred into 
the management of WTC. These are: 

- Station Road – Concrete area with benches 
- Tide Mill Way – Small area at the junction of Tide Mill Way with Quayside 
- Lime Kiln Quay Road – planting outside of Red Lion PH 

https://www.google.com/maps/@52.1014341,1.3091589,3a,75y,270.87h,94.8t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1s6aInr3RSQrtLpetUQxIISQ!2e0!7i16384!8i8192?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.095483,1.3166562,3a,75y,229.15h,88.23t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sCM5EICOXE-rS-A0m3JihRQ!2e0!7i16384!8i8192?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.0946437,1.314399,3a,75y,92.56h,88.32t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sJJDB2xE64Sy00cMhwdWYxg!2e0!7i16384!8i8192?entry=ttu
https://mymaps.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/portal/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=0ec5fb549c7a42368c5174f3b517e81f
https://mymaps.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/portal/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=0ec5fb549c7a42368c5174f3b517e81f
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.0905055,1.3129685,3a,75y,10.76h,91.1t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1siC38DEVq6JcC90OKYB1ctg!2e0!7i16384!8i8192?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.0911422,1.3193847,3a,75y,110.68h,86.54t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1sVMTXQUZPvYtRPQJHEVm-9g!2e0!6shttps:%2F%2Fstreetviewpixels-pa.googleapis.com%2Fv1%2Fthumbnail%3Fpanoid%3DVMTXQUZPvYtRPQJHEVm-9g%26cb_client%3Dmaps_sv.tactile.gps%26w%3D203%26h%3D100%26yaw%3D223.10497%26pitch%3D0%26thumbfov%3D100!7i16384!8i8192?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.0946553,1.3213435,3a,63.7y,191.78h,96.68t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1sSkrpwkBvL1QiPq7AyDVZAA!2e0!6shttps:%2F%2Fstreetviewpixels-pa.googleapis.com%2Fv1%2Fthumbnail%3Fpanoid%3DSkrpwkBvL1QiPq7AyDVZAA%26cb_client%3Dmaps_sv.tactile.gps%26w%3D203%26h%3D100%26yaw%3D143.83043%26pitch%3D0%26thumbfov%3D100!7i16384!8i8192?entry=ttu


  
Officers have previously communicated with Suffolk County Council about the Station Road 
site and have received positive noises from the principle authority – this communication is 
uploaded separately to SharePoint, along with the land registry documents for this site. The 
site is almost entirely concrete but not cared for in any way – simple weed removal and 
tending the bed would improve this site. It could also be a suitable location for a planter or 
bee café.  

The land outside of the Red Lion public house is in a poor condition (Transition Woodbridge 
or Woodbridge in Bloom have recently undertaken some planting in the area). The Council’s 
Maintenance Officer repaired the damaged road sign after a number of complaints to SCC 
fell on deaf ears. As WTC owns the nearby Selwyn Square space, taking on the management 
of this small area and improving it visually would benefit this ‘gateway’ to Woodbridge.  

The small plot of land at the corner of Tide Mill Way is overgrown with weeds – the bushes 
are in OK condition. WTC will soon install a new ladder sign on the site, so ownership/ 
management would make sense.  

As there is no consideration of these areas in the Council’s current ground maintenance 
contract, it may be that the Council’s Maintenance Officer undertake the small amount of 
work required to keep these sites in order for the first year. Or discussions could be 
undertaken with CGM regarding the cost for them to upkeep these areas in addition to that 
provided in the overall contract.  

This item is provided to allow the Committee to openly discuss any areas of land in the town 
which Members consider could be better managed by the Town Council.  

Members are to consider public open space in Woodbridge not currently owned by 
Woodbridge Town Council which requires improvement or better management.   

 

 

 


