
To Members of the Amenities Committee 

Cllr Adelson Cllr. Kneebone Cllr. Leach Cllr. Miller Cllr. Pegg 
 Cllr. O’ Nolan    Cllr. Sanders Cllr. Sutton Cllr. Walsh Cllr. Wilks 

You are hereby summoned to attend the Meeting of the Amenities Committee to be held 
at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 8th November at 7pm.  

   Greg Diaper 
   Town Clerk  
   3rd November 2023 

Public Attendance 

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend.  The public will be invited to give 
their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda, or raise issues for 
consideration of inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to 30 minutes duration. 

The Town Council, members of the public and press may record/ film or broadcast this 
meeting when the press and public are not lawfully excluded. Any member of the public who 
attends this meeting is advised that the Town Council cannot control 3rd party recording. 

Agenda 

414. Apologies

415. Declarations of interest
To receive any declarations of interest and to consider requests for dispensations
from Members on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest, other
registerable or non-registerable interest.

416. Public question time
For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at a
future meeting of the Council. Fifteen minutes maximum.

417. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 6th September 2023

418. To consider a request regarding the Kingston Field stream.



  
419. To consider a request from Martlesham Parish Council regarding a dog bin on 

Sandy Lane.   
 

420. To consider the inventory of bins on the Town Council estate (to follow). 
 

421. To consider a communication from Cllr. Adelson regarding Fen Meadow.   
 

422. To receive an update from the Allotment Working Party (to follow after their 
meeting on Monday 6th November).  
 

423. To consider a communication from Cllr. Walsh regarding a donation of saplings.  
 

424. To receive an update on the Elmhurst Park Changing Places toilets project, and 
consider quotations received for the potential bricklaying required.  
 

425. To receive an update on the Market Hill phone kiosk.  
 

426. To receive an update on the condition of Broomheath.  
 

427. To consider project funding requests for the 2024/25 Financial Year.    
 

428. Closure.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee held at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 
6th September 2023 at 7pm. 
 
Councillors:   
 
Present:  D Adelson, R Leach, E O’Nolan, S Miller, R Sanders, M Sutton and C Walsh. 
 
Apologies:  M Kneebone and M Wilks.   
  
In Attendance: Town Clerk, Cllr Bale and one member of the public.  
 

269. Apologies for Absence  
 
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Kneebone and Wilks.   

270. To receive Declarations of Interest 
 
Cllr. Adelson declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 273 as a near neighbour. 

271. Public Question Time. 
 
 Cllr. Bale addressed the Committee regarding solar lighting at Whisstocks Quay.  
 

272. To agree and approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 5th July 2023 
 
The minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held 5th July 2023 were 
approved. 
 

273. To consider a request from a resident regarding trees on Fen Meadow 
 
The Committee considered the request from the resident and confirmed that its 
long-term vision is to allow the trees in Fen Meadow to grow naturally. Pruning 
work may be undertaken in the future to improve the dimensions of the tree if 
this is advised during the Council’s annual tree survey.    
 

274. To receive an update from and consider the membership of the Working 
Parties of the Committee.  
 
The Committee agreed that the membership of the Allotment Working Party be 
Cllrs Kneebone, O’Nolan, Sanders, Walsh and Wilks, along with the Non-Council 
members previously appointed.  
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275. To consider the inventory of bins on the Town Council estate 
 
The Committee agreed to ask the Deputy Town Clerk to prepare a document 
detailing the costs to replace bins on the Council estate in order that qualified 
decision be taken at the November meeting of the Committee.  
 

276. To consider a request from Full Council regarding pre-planning advice 
received from East Suffolk Council 
 
Cllr. O’Nolan provided a verbal update on the Climate Action Centre.  
 

277. To consider a request from Cllr. Bale regarding street lighting on Whisstocks 
Quay 
 
For the purpose of public safety, the Committee mandated the Town Clerk utilise 
a maximum of £400 for the Amenities Committee budget to install solar 
downlights on the section of sea wall owner by the Council adjacent to the 
Woodbridge Museum.  
 

278. To consider the quotation received from the Council’s arborist regarding trees 
on Kingston Field 
 
The Committee approved the quotation from the Council’s arborist to undertake 
works to trees on Kingston Field at a cost of £750 payable from the Amenities 
Committee budget.  
 
The Town Clerk was also mandated to spend up to a maximum of £100 from the 
Amenities Committee budget to plant a replacement tree on the north-west 
boundary of Kingston Field.  
 

279. To consider project funding requests for the 2024/25 Financial Year 
 
The Committee agreed that further discussion of project requests would form 
part of the Council’s Strategic Away Day, but Councillors are welcome to 
propose any ideas to the Town Clerk in the meantime.   
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                                  Councillor Miller 
                       Chair 
 
 

280. To consider the design requirements for the Elmhurst Park Changing Place 
toilets 
 
The Committee agreed the design requirements for the Elmhurst Park Changing 
Places toilet.  
 

281. To consider the Draft Changing Places Agreement with East Suffolk Council 
 
The Committee had no comments to make at this time.   
 

282. To consider a request from Cllr Sanders regarding the condition of 
Broomheath 
 
The Committee agreed to approach the Woodbridge Climate Action Centre for 
advice regarding the condition of Broomheath. 
 
Cllrs. Adelson, O’Nolan and Sanders will be involved in any site meetings and 
discussion with the Climate Action Centre.  
 

283. To consider the installation of a storage shed on Kingston Field 
 
The Committee agreed to purchase a flat pack metal garden shed at a cost of 
£1,226.00 ex VAT (plus delivery costs), for installation on Kingston Field, payable 
from the Amenities Committee budget.  
 

284. To consider the ongoing projects of the Committee.  
 

   The Committee agreed to defer this item.  
  

285. Closure  
 
The meeting was closed 8.34pm.   
 



  
Item 418 
To consider a request regarding the Kingston Field stream. 
 
The Town Clerk received the following communication from the Chair of the Woodbridge 
Tennis Club: 
 

Hi Greg,  

We are nearing comple�on of resurfacing courts 1,2,3. 

This was necessitated as the courts were not draining effec�vely. 

We have concerns that without the sandbags being piled along the river, we will soon have court flooding again. This 
will, of course, shorten the life of the new surfaces. 

Atached is an example of how quickly water accumulated this week adjacent to the courts. 

Do you know if it will be possible to have the sandbags put down again please? 

Many thanks. 

 

The video referenced in the email has been uploaded to SharePoint (Video of overflowing 
stream.mov). Cllr Adelson also provided a number of videos following heavy rain in mid-
October, as well as the following email: 

Hi Greg, 
  
After yesterday's heavy showers, Chris and I took a walk which brought us round by the gate to the 
allotments.  As previously reported, the stream had overflowed onto the path and was flowing under 
the allotments gate.  This was because the small culvert it passes through just there (under the path 
off Jetty Lane) was again clogged up with leaves etc. 
  
Chris fetched garden tools from the allotment, I shot the attached videos, and we cleared the stuff 
from the grid there.  (At least the grid is doing a good job in stopping material from getting wedged 
further in, so clearing isn't difficult).  When we left, the stream was back where we want it to be and 
water was audibly flowing into the storage pond the other side of Jetty Lane.  Apart from one tennis 
ball, everything we cleared away seemed to be natural debris. 
 

Since that time the Council’s Grounds Maintenance Contractor has cleared the blockage at 
the sluice and following the heavy rain during storms Babet and Ciairan, not further reports 
of flooding have been received: 

 

Hi Greg, 

Just in case you didn't know - after Friday's downpour (Storm Babet) Chris and I went round there 
again.  The stream had not overflowed this time.  Clearly someone had done a thorough clearing job 
beforehand, and moved all the gravel and other debris from the grid area.  The heavy rain on Friday 
had shifted some material back into the area, but the grid was still clear enough to allow the flow to go 
through. 



  
 

Cheers 

David 

 

 

The ongoing clearance of the sluice falls to the Council’s Grounds Maintenance Contractor 
under the terms of the contract, whilst Members are asked to consider if there are any 
further remedial actions they wish to consider in an attempt to mitigate flooding of the 
Kingston Field stream.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Item 419 
To consider a request from Martlesham Parish Council regarding a dog bin on Sandy Lane.   
 
The Town Clerk received the following communication from the Clerk of Martlesham Parish 
Council: 
 
Dear Greg 

I hope all is well. 

We have been approached by a local resident reques�ng a dog waste bin to be installed at the entrance to the 
footpath at Martlesham Creek on Sandy Lane as there are no dog waste bins in the area for quite a distance - the 
nearest being Kingston Field or the river wall by the sailing club at Woodbridge.  

The Recrea�on and Ameni�es Commitee wondered whether Woodbridge TC would consider pu�ng a dog bin in 
this loca�on on this occasion?  

I look forward to hearing from you. Thank you. 

Kind regards 

Diane 

Diane Linsley (Mrs) 

Clerk to Martlesham Parish Council 

 
The north bank of Martlesham Creek including the footpath joining the creek to Sandy Lane 
are within the Parish of Woodbridge (essentially the southern boundary of our Parish).  
 
At the current time the Council only maintains litter and dog bins on its own estate – all other 
dog waste bins in the parish are owned and maintained (emptied) by East Suffolk Council. 
The guidance on their website for installing new dog waste bins states: 
 

Litter and dog waste bins 

The council is responsible for emptying hundreds of litter bins in the district. If you think a 
litter or dog waste bin is needed in your area, you should first contact your town or parish 
council and they will request a new bin online.  This form can also be used to report an 
issue with a bin being damaged or in the wrong location. 

Any additional dog waste bin owned by the Council would incur an additional charge on the 
Council’s Grounds Maintenance Contract in regard to regular emptying.  
 
Members are asked to consider a request from Martlesham Parish Council regarding a 
dog bin on Sandy Lane.   
 
 
 

https://my.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/service/Bins___dog_waste_or_litter


  
Item 420 
To consider the inventory of bins on the Town Council estate. 
 
The Committee considered an inventory of the bins on the Council estate at its September 
meeting and made the following decision: 

 
The below information provides a summary of the bins on the Town Council estate, and a 
guide to the cost of replacement:  

Summary of bins on WTC estate 

Site Open Closed Dog Bins 
Broom Heath 0 1 1 
Elmhurst 9 2 2 
Fen Meadow 1 5 3 
Kingston 1 11 4 
Market Hill 0 1 0 
Tide Mill Way  0 2 1 
Whisstocks 0 1 0 
Totals 11 23 11 

Examples of replacement bins similar to other closed bins in the estate: (In size order) 

 

Glasdon 

63 Litre Elipsa Outdoor Litter Bin  

Black, Metal Liner with concrete bolt fixings 

£157.66 +vat 

Free delivery over £250 

 

 

Glasdon 

63 Litre Mini Plaza litter bin 

Metal liner and Paving fixing kit 

£201.13 +vat  

Free Delivery over £250 

275. To consider the inventory of bins on the Town Council estate 
 
The Committee agreed to ask the Deputy Town Clerk to prepare a document 
detailing the costs to replace bins on the Council estate in order that qualified 
decision be taken at the November meeting of the Committee.  
 

https://uk.glasdon.com/litter-bins/street-litter-bins/elipsa-litter-bin
https://uk.glasdon.com/litter-bins/street-litter-bins/plaza-r-litter-bin


  
 

Bin-shop.co.uk 

90 Litre Eco Recyled Hooded Litter  

Steel Liner and ground bolts - £159.97 +vat  

Steel Liner and Free standing (no internal ballast) £139.98 +vat  

Delivery for 11 is £40.00 

 

Gasdon  

120 Litre Futuro Litter Bin 

Metal Liner, concrete fixing bolts 

£400 +vat 

Free delivery over £250 

Can add flaps to bins for additional £125 each 

 

Derwent 120 Litre Outdoor Heritage Litter Bin 

Metal Liner with Flaps  

Freestanding with Internal Ballast / Ground bolts 

£181.95 +vat each Internal ballast 

£191.95 +vat with Ground Bolts 

Roadware / Bin-shop.co.uk same price free delivery. 

 

Broxap Street Furniture 

90 Litre Maelor Traffex Turvy High Security Litter Bin 

Metal inner liner, Incl Fixing Kit 

Qty 11x = £202.95 each  Free Delivery 

Qty 5x = £208.95 Each,  Carriage = £92.00 

Can add flaps to bins for additional £15 per bin 

 

https://www.bin-shop.co.uk/litter-bins/outdoor-litter-bins/eco-recycled-hooded-top-litter-bin-90-litre
https://uk.glasdon.com/litter-bins/outdoor-litter-bins/futuro-tm-litter-bin?mx=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAuqKqBhDxARIsAFZELmLzObjh173lhLuamRUkBX2YSArSJ7GXkGUMLYp6ZDIXtXh0IcQpn9AaAsSfEALw_wcB
https://www.bin-shop.co.uk/litter-bins/outdoor-litter-bins/Derwent%20Outdoor%20Heritage%20Litter%20Bin%20-%20120%20Litre
https://www.broxap.com/maelor-trafflex-turvy-plastic-litter-bin.html


  
Broxap Street Furniture 

2 x 120 Litre Derby Double E recycling bin  

Metal lining, Incl fixing kit 

Qty 11x = £468.95 each +vat 

Qty 5x = £478.95 each +vat 

Free Delivery 

 

  

Bin Shop 

Middlesbrough Dual Litter & Recycling Bin – 160 Litre 

Black, Metal Liners, 2 apertures (2 front, 2 back) including ground fixing 
bolts 

£686.76 +vat 

Free Delivery 

 

 

Glasdon 

200L Nexus 200 Litter Bin 

Metal Liners and concrete fixing bolts 

£697.47 +vat 

Free Delivery 

 

Quote from East Suffolk Services to do Concrete pads and removal of old bins and pads: 

Not received at time of meeting 

 
Members are asked to consider if they wish to replace any bins on the Town Council 
estate.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.broxap.com/derby-e-double-recycling-bin.html
https://www.bin-shop.co.uk/middlesbrough-dual-litter-and-recycling-bin-160-litre
https://uk.glasdon.com/litter-bins/dual-waste-litter/nexus-r-200-litter-bin


  
Item 421 
To consider a communication from Cllr. Adelson regarding Fen Meadow.   
 
The Town Clerk received the following communication from Cllr Adelson regarding Fen 
Meadow: 
 
Hi Greg, 

This concerns the public footpath going up the boundary of Fen Meadow from Bridgewood Road towards the top 
gate past the cemetery.  

Near the top of hill, erosion had previously caused quite a step in this path. Recent rain has washed away quite a lot 
of the sandy soil. It appears that a well-inten�oned person or group has put in some wood to make more stable 
steps, but the rain last night has done a lot of damage and le� these efforts in a state where they're doing more harm 
than good.  

I'm aware that the transfer of Fen Meadow to WTC le� some (possibly all) the public footpaths in the ownership of 
ESC. Can we confirm whether this path is on WTC or ESC land? If it's WTC, I suggest we need a temporary closure and 
some sturdy steps built. I also suggest this won't take away disabled access is this path has always been too steep, 
narrow and loose-surfaced for a wheelchair - and there is an alterna�ve route with a more manageable gradient.  

The adjacent neighbour has told me she has reported the problem to SCC Rights of Way team.  

Also on Fen Meadow, a desire-line path has formed on the main slope (since lockdown, I believe) and this is now 
star�ng to channel rainwater. This will lead to serious erosion unless something can be done. My sugges�on is to 
extend the adjacent long grass area to include this informal path for a tear or two, pushing foo�all away and blocking 
the water flow. As a new informal path starts to form, the long area can be taken back again to divert the foo�all 
back again, and this can be repeated cyclically to prevent any one area from becoming too worn.  

I'll send photos from my phone email.  

Thanks 

David  

The extent of the Council’s ownership of Fen Meadow is detailed in the Land Registry plan, 
which is provided overleaf following the photos of the issues raised by Cllr Adelson.  

The footpath along the western boundary of the Fen is within the ownership of Woodbridge 
Town Council – the Suffolk County Council ‘Definitive Rights of Way’ online mapping 
identifies this path as a public footpath:  

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/imported/Woodbridge.pdf  

Members are asked to consider the points raised by Cllr Adelson regarding Fen Meadow. 

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/imported/Woodbridge.pdf


  

  

 



This is a copy of the title plan on  7 AUG 2020 at 13:13:40. This copy does not take account of any application made after that time even if still pending in HM Land
Registry when this copy was issued.

This copy is not an 'Official Copy' of the title plan. An official copy of the title plan is admissible in evidence in a court to the same extent as the original. A person is
entitled to be indemnified by the registrar if he or she suffers loss by reason of a mistake in an official copy. If you want to obtain an official copy, the HM Land Registry
web site explains how to do this.

HM Land Registry endeavours to maintain high quality and scale accuracy of title plan images.The quality and accuracy of any print will depend on your printer, your
computer and its print settings.This title plan shows the general position, not the exact line, of the boundaries.  It may be subject to distortions in scale.  Measurements
scaled from this plan may not match measurements between the same points on the ground.

This title is dealt with by HM Land Registry, Kingston upon Hull Office.



  
Item 422 
To receive an update from the Allotment Working Party. 

 
Members will recall that the Allotment Working Party have been working with the Non-
Council Members of that group to discuss and prepare a draft allotment agreement for 
consideration. This follows the agreement that the existing allotment tenancy agreement, 
which was essentially transferred to WTC along with the allotments from the then Suffolk 
Coastal District Council, is outdated.  
 
The Allotment Working Party met on Monday 6th November and uploaded to SharePoint is 
the latest draft for consideration, as well as the first draft for comparison. A summary of the 
changes is provided below: 
 
Section 3.3 – Tenants are encouraged to join the Woodbridge Allotment Association in 3 
months as this provides public liability insurance. Anyone not joining must provide proof of 
personal cover.  
 
Section 4.8 – A standalone sentence confirming that the use of Glyphosate based products/ 
herbicides is strictly forbidden.  
 
Section 4.9.1 – Advice regarding the use of organic herbicides and pesticides as 
recommended by the Soil Association.  
 
Section 4.9.4 and 4.9.5 – Splitting of this sentence to encourage that single use plastics are 
avoided (e.g cable ties), and that all waste products must be removed immediately.  
 
Section 9.1.1 – Removed (see update to section 3.3).  
 

The main area of discussion at the meeting centred on a proposal from Councillors present 
to limit the length of the agreement being offered to both existing tenants and any new 
tenants (in the expectancy that a new agreement is offered from April 1st 2024).  

The agreement currently in use is not time limited – the draft agreement provides the 
Council a number of means to terminate the agreement (Section 9), as does the tenant at 
section 9.1.3.  

The Working Party have provided the following three options as a means of managing the 
length of the allotment tenancy, and the Amenities Committee are asked to consider and 
vote on which option they wish to include in the draft agreement: 

Option 1 – To make no further changes to the agreement (no time limit on the tenancy) 



  
Option 2 – From April 1st 2024, all existing tenants (regardless of the length of their current 
tenancy) and any new tenant thereafter agreeing a tenancy, are provided a maximum of 
ten years of tenancy of a Kingston Field allotment.  

Option 3 – From April 1st 2024, all new tenants are provided a maximum of ten years of 
tenancy of a Kingston Field allotment (from the date at which they sign the agreement). All 
existing tenants retain the right to an allotment until they choose to terminate the 
agreement (or until the Council terminates the agreement due to non-compliance).  

 
 
All existing tenants will be required to sign the new agreement. 
 
Members are reminded that Full Council are required to approve any legal agreement 
offered by the Council, and that the Council’s solicitors will also be asked to comment on the 
legality of the document before it is released into the public domain.   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Item 423 
To consider a communication from Cllr. Walsh regarding a donation of saplings. 
 
The Town Clerk received the following communication from Cllr Walsh regarding a donation 
of saplings.  
 
Hi 
 
I have been donated several oak tree saplings and would like to plant in some of the Park, Field or Meadows did 
Woodbridge. Does the places that are planted in need to go through Ameni�es, and if so can it be put on the Agenda 
for next week please ?  
 
Also if you haven’t bought the replacement tree for Kingston Field that was men�on in the September mee�ng , then 
you are more than welcome to one of these. 
 
Thanks 
 
Catherine  
 
Cllr. Walsh has confirmed that several means fourteen.  
 
Members are asked to consider a communication from Cllr. Walsh regarding a donation 
of saplings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Item 424 
To receive an update on the Elmhurst Park Changing Places toilets project, and consider 
quotations received for the potential bricklaying required. 
 
Since the last meeting of this Committee when the design requirements for the Changing 
Places toilets were first discussed, Full Council have been forced to overrule the decision 
made by the Committee to ensure that the colours chosen meet the approval of the 
Planning Authority.  
 
The latest submission to the Planning Authority was made on October 25th, with confirmation 
of their acceptance of the Council’s submission received on November 2nd – both of these 
documents are available on SharePoint.  
 
At the current time Officers are still investigating the options open to the Council for installing 
the modular facility into the park.  
 
Option 1 – Crane inc. road closure and Network Rail permission.  
 
The original plan was for the modular facility to be lowered into place using a crane 
positioned on Lime Kiln Quay Road. The will require a road closure (A Temporary Traffic 
Regulation Order costs £1560 https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-
transport/roadworks/apply-for-a-temporary-road-closure-or-restriction), and a license 
from Network Rail to operate a crane in the proximity of the railway (estimated cost £7500 – 
confirmation is currently being sought).  
 
Option 2 – Removal of a section of the boundary wall to allow the unit to be offloaded 
directly at the site.  
 
Following the advice from Network Rail of the costs to be incurred for option 1, a second 
option was proposed which seeks the removal of a section of the boundary wall between 
Elmhurst Park and Lime Kiln Road in order to allow a delivery vehicle with a crane to directly 
offload the toilet onto the existing foundations.  
 
The advantage of this option is that a full road closure is not required, however additional 
costs such as a footpath closure (due to the danger posed during the wall removal and 
build), and the installation of matting to prevent damage to the park. A temporary closure 
of a public right of way costs £970 – costs are being sought for the placement of matting 
(as previously seen during the installation of play equipment on Kingston Field). The existing 
play equipment in the park will also need to be temporarily removed, and heras fencing 
installed should the wall be removed.  
 

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/roadworks/apply-for-a-temporary-road-closure-or-restriction
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/roadworks/apply-for-a-temporary-road-closure-or-restriction


  
One question which has been raised and now potentially puts this option in doubt is the 
ownership of the wall – uploaded to SharePoint is the conveyance document between 
Woodbridge Town Council (the tenant) and Suffolk County Council (The Council) for the sale 
of a section of Elmhurst Park to allow Suffolk County Council to build the relief road in the 
early 80’s.  
 

 
 

 
 



  
Whilst further guidance might be required, the document appears to state that WTC sold 
the land SCC, who were then required to build the brick wall to provide a boundary between 
the park and road. Ownership of the wall is therefore unclear.  
 
Quotations have been received the work to remove and rebuild the wall, and these are 
uploaded to SharePoint.  
 
The Council’s appointed contractor requires four weeks to build the modular facility – if 
production can be started in December, the toilet can be scheduled for installation in 
February. 
 
Members are asked to consider how to proceed with the Changing Places toilet project.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Item 425 
To receive an update on the Market Hill phone kiosk. 
 
An update regarding the development of the Market Hill phone kiosk into the ‘Little Hub of 
happiness’ has been requested as an item at this meeting.  
 
Upon purchasing the phone kiosk from BT, the Council undertook the contractual 
improvements to the kiosk including the installation of LED lighting and removal of the 
discontinued electrical connections.  
 
The Council’s former handyman spent time this summer cleaning each individual plexiglass 
window, removing any graffiti and repainting the exterior and interior using the approved 
paint. A local locksmith also installed a keypad and magnet lock to control the opening/ 
closing/ locking of the kiosk, whilst a local electrician fitting new power sockets to enable to 
timeclock to be installed in order to control the opening hours as a means of avoiding 
misuse. The Council has agreed to work with Mr Jason Alexander to turn the phone box into 
the ‘Little Hub of Happiness’, and understandably Mr Alexander did not wish to utilise the kiosk 
until this cosmetic work had been undertaken.   
 
Despite new graffiti in early August, the kiosk now looks in fantastic condition, and we await 
Mr Alexander to undertake the installation of the prefabricated insert which turns the kiosk 
into the hub of happiness. (as Member are likely aware, he has recently opened a Vintage 
Litter Museum at Jetty Lane). Uploaded to SharePoint is the proposed branding.  

 

   

 



  
Item 426 
To receive an update on the condition of Broomheath. 
 
At the September meeting of the Committee a communication from Cllr Sanders regarding 
the condition of Broomheath was considered, and the Clerk asked to seek the advice of the 
Woodbridge Climate Action Centre – the communication is shown below: 
 
From: Town Clerk <townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk> 
Sent: 07 September 2023 15:54 
To: Hobson, Peter <Peter.Hobson@writtle.ac.uk> 
Cc: Councillor Onolan <councilloronolan@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk> 
Subject: FW: Broomheath  
  
Dear Professor Hobson,  
  
At the meeting of WTC’s Amenities Committee last night, Councillors considered the below communication from Cllr 
Robin Sanders – relevant photos are attached.  
  
Eamonn (cc’d) offered the expertise provided by the Woodbridge Climate Action Centre as a means of providing 
advice to WTC as to how we might deal with the situation – I tend to agree with Robin that action is required sooner 
rather than later.  
  
If you can advise me and Eamonn as to how we should proceed with investigating the issues we would be extremely 
grateful.  
  
Best 
  
Greg 

 
From: Hobson, Peter <Peter.Hobson@writtle.ac.uk>  
Sent: Thursday, September 7, 2023 4:25 PM 
To: Town Clerk <townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk> 
Cc: Councillor Onolan <councilloronolan@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk> 
Subject: Re: Broomheath 
  
afternoon Greg 
  
Will come back to you shortly. 
  
Briefly, Robin is right - fencing. However, recreational access should be avoided at all times on steep-
sloping grassland with thin sandy soils. The problem will resurface once the fencing is down.  Other 
measures include reduced mowing - allow perennial grassland species to establish thicker sward and 
rooting capacity.   
  
'passive vandalism' - always difficult to deal with in urban / peri-urban areas.  Consider a team of 
volunteer wardens for your open areas - not just brooms heath. "Friends of Woodbridge Green Space" 
/ Woodbridge Green Space Warden" - equip them with simple mobile + camera - Short programme of 
training; best to try and attract young folk looking for country park work experience. Otherwise you will 
have to employ CCTV (hidden). 
  
I notice WT, Pound Farm has just employed a vol warden - wears the logo badge - no actual authority 
but provides ears and eyes on the ground.  
  

mailto:townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk
mailto:Peter.Hobson@writtle.ac.uk
mailto:councilloronolan@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk
mailto:Peter.Hobson@writtle.ac.uk
mailto:townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk
mailto:councilloronolan@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk


  
Still thinking     
  
  

Professor Peter R Hobson 

Professor Biodiversity Conservation & Sustainability and School Research Leader 

School of Sustainable Environments & Design 

www.centreforeconics.org 

www.marisco.training  

From: Town Clerk <townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk> 
Sent: 08 September 2023 11:35 
To: Hobson, Peter <Peter.Hobson@writle.ac.uk> 
Cc: Councillor Onolan <councilloronolan@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: Broomheath  

  

Thanks Peter,  
  
I think Robin’s ideas were fencing as well as drainage across the slope.  
  
This area of the heath isn’t mown – the rabbits do that for us then nothing can establish without protection 
  
Vandalism is less of an issue at this time – it’s the condition of the slops which is of greatest concern.  
  
Best 
  
Greg 

 
From: Hobson, Peter <Peter.Hobson@writle.ac.uk>  
Sent: Friday, September 8, 2023 8:16 PM 
To: Town Clerk <townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk> 
Cc: Councillor Onolan <councilloronolan@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk> 
Subject: Re: Broomheath 

 

Evening Greg 

I would rather take a look at the site first before proposing a mini recovery plan. 

Years back, I was heavily involved in work relating to urban environment problems, and in proposals 
for site mitigation. Common themes included soil compaction, erosion, vegetation loss, rabbit 
overgrazing on commons, and yes, fires. 

Avoid drainage. 

I am sure you will talk through with Eamonn next steps, and happy to be involved. 

Kind regards 

Peter  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.centreforeconics.org&c=E,1,4oXeT0jvqioRHf1798IpOrdLeq9JsWI2_kT0fTxJDt1B7sRP-XdOOBB3e-12B5My0QdiSTbopybxDCVc-TsadvDMxp6uyNLMX2GaIN_UDBvWVvzAoQrG-ebEUMo,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.marisco.training&c=E,1,NzgGivkVO1jwpv_Spv1ljfD6gb3Arthetd5vT5sUeOl4bjcMZqbngvmVcEpPeWN0V7YxLUvgCAYSfh1IHTu5ztSK9eOUC6vu9vWsyYx_Urs4z37d45k,&typo=1
mailto:townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk
mailto:Peter.Hobson@writtle.ac.uk
mailto:councilloronolan@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk


  
Since this time a recent visit to the heath shows that the area in question has deteriorated 
since the heavy rainfall experience during storm Babet: 
 

 
 

The areas protected by fencing (away from the main slope) are showing excellent signs of 
recovery: 

 

 



  

 
 

Prof. Hobson has been contacted to see if a site visit is possible, whilst Members are asked 
to consider any other options to safeguard the future of Broomheath.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Item 427 
To consider project funding requests for the 2024/25 Financial Year.    
 
The Committee considered this item at it’s September meeting an agreed the following: 
 

 
Cllr Adelson provided the following ideas: 
 

1. Signage to help visitors to the historic riverside find the main shopping area and the historic 
town centre (and vice versa) 

2. Re-usable crabbing equipment that can be hired - perhaps from the Tea Hut, Everson's boat-
yard, or somewhere else.  I haven't approached any organisation about this.  The idea is to 
reduce the amount of plastic bought and discarded.  I saw this on offer in Wells-next-the-Sea 
earlier this year Crabbing - Wells-next-the-Sea, UK - Gillying On The Quay - Wells Guide .  I 
guess this doesn't have to be a Finance Committee item because the equipment itself would 
be well under £1000.  But it needs someone to take it on and run it. 

This item therefore provides Members with a final opportunity to discuss potential 
projects to be recommended to the Finance Committee. The template referenced in 
section 3.1 is provided overleaf.  
 
Woodbridge Town Council, through the qualifications held by the Town Clerk are able 
to adopt the ‘General Power of Competence’, a broad power that enables local 
authorities in England and Wales to do anything that an individual can do, provided 
that it is not prohibited by law. It would be wise however to consider the broad list of 
statutory provision provided to Local Council’s to ensure any potential project is 
broadly defined that list.  
 
Members are asked to consider project funding requests for the 2024/25 Financial 
Year.    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

279. To consider project funding requests for the 2024/25 Financial Year 
 
The Committee agreed that further discussion of project requests would form 
part of the Council’s Strategic Away Day, but Councillors are welcome to 
propose any ideas to the Town Clerk in the meantime.   

https://wellsguide.com/things-to-do-in-wells-next-the-sea/crabbing/


 

Section 3.1 of the Council’s Financial Regulations states that Committees must submit requests for funding in the forthcoming 
years budget to the Finance Committee no later than the end of October. The Finance Committee will consider requests only 
with supporting information including quotations, reports from experts etc. The decision of the Finance Committee whether or 
not to include project funding within the budget is final.  

 

Committee                                     Chair 

 
 

Amenities Cllr Sharon Miller 

 

     

 

Project Location Requirement Requested budget 
funding 

Anticipated yearly 
maintenance 

Notes 

    
  

  

      

      



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions    

Allotments Duty to provide allotments. 
Small Holding & Allotments Act 
1908, ss. 23, 26, and 42 

 

Power to improve and adapt 
land for allotments, and to 
let grazing rights 

 

   
Baths and 
washhouses 

Power to provide public 
baths and washhouses 

Public Health Act 1936, ss. 221, 
222, 223 and 227 

   

Burial grounds, 
cemeteries and 
crematoria 

Power to acquire and 
maintain 

Open Spaces Act 1906, Ss 9 and 
10; Local Government Act 1972, s. 
214; Parish Councils and Burial 
Authorities(Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1970, s. 1 

 Power to provide 
Local Government Act 1972, s. 
214(6) 

 
Power to agree to maintain 
monuments and memorials 

 

 
Power to contribute towards 
expenses of cemeteries 

 

   

Bus shelters 
Power to provide and 
maintain shelters 

Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provision) Act 
1953, s. 4 

Bye-laws 
Power to make bye-laws in 
regard to pleasure grounds 

Public Health Act 1875, s. 164 

 Cycle parks 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, 
s.57(7) 

 Baths and washhouses Public Health Act 1936, s.223 

 
Open spaces and burial 
grounds 

Open Spaces Act 1906, s.15 

 
Mortuaries and post-
mortem rooms 

Public Health Act 1936, s.198 

   

Clocks 
Power to provide public 
clocks 

Parish Councils Act 1957, s.2 

   



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions 

Closed churchyards Powers as to maintenance Local Government Act 1972, s.215 
   

Common pastures 
Powers in relation to 
providing common pasture 

Smallholdings and Allotments 
Act 1908, s.34 

   

Conference facilities 

Power to provide and 
encourage the use of 
facilities 

Local Government Act 1972, s.144 

   

Community centres 

Power to provide and equip 
buildings for use of clubs 
having athletic, social or 
recreational objectives 

Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
1976 s.19 

   

Crime prevention 

Powers to install and 
maintain equipment and 
establish and maintain a 
scheme for detection or 
prevention of crime 

Local Government and Rating 
Act 1997, s.31 

 
Power to contribute to police 
services e.g. PCSOs 

Police Act 1996, s.92 

 

Duty on Parish Councils to 
consider crime reduction in 
every policy and action 

s17 Crime and Disorder Act 1998 
(as amended) 

   

Drainage 
Power to deal with ponds 
and ditches 

Public Health Act 1936, s.260 

   

Dogs 
Power to make a Dog 
Control Order 

Cleaner Neighbourhoods and 
Environment Act 2005 

 

Power to take enforcement 
action against those who 
commit an offence against 
a Dog Control Order 

 

   
Entertainment and the 
arts 

Provision of entertainment 
and support of the arts 

Local Government Act 1972, s.145 

   



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions 

Flyposting and Graffiti 

Power to take enforcement 
action against those that 
flypost or graffiti 

Cleaner Neighbourhoods and 
Environment Act 2005 

   
Gifts Power to accept Local Government Act 1972, s.139 
   

Highways 
Power to maintain footpaths 
and bridle-ways 

Highways Act 1980, ss.43,50 

 
Power to light roads and 
public places 

Parish Councils Act 1957, s.3; 

 Provision of litter bins Highways Act 1980, s.301 

 

Powers to provide parking 
places for bicycles and 
motor-cycles, and other 
vehicles 

 

 

Power to enter into 
agreement as to dedication 
and widening 

Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6 

 
Power to provide roadside 
seats and shelters 

Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, 
ss.57,63 

  Highways Act 1980, ss.30,72 

 

Consent of parish council 
required for ending 
maintenance of highway at 
public expense, or for 
stopping up or diversion of 
highway 

Parish Councils Act 1957, s.1 

 

Power to complain to 
highway authority as to 
unlawful stopping up or 
obstruction of highway or 
unlawful encroachment on 
roadside wastes 

Highways Act 1980, ss.47,116 



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions 

 

Power to provide traffic 
signs and other objects or 
devices warning of danger 

Highways Act 1980, s.130 

 

Power to plant trees and lay 
out grass verges etc. and to 
maintain them 

Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, 
s.72 

  Highways Act 1980, s.96 
   

Investments 

Power to participate in 
schemes of collective 
investment 

Trustee Investments Act 1961, s.11 

   

Land 

Power to acquire by 
agreement, to appropriate, 
to dispose of 

Local Government Act 1972, 
ss.124, 126, 127 

 Power to accept gifts of land Local Government Act 1972, s.139 
   
Litter Provision of receptacles Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6 

 

Power to take enforcement 
action against those that 
litter 

Cleaner Neighbourhoods and 
Environment Act 2005 

   

Lotteries Powers to promote 
Lotteries and Amusements Act 
1976, s.7 

   

Mortuaries and post 
mortem rooms 

Powers to provide 
mortuaries and post 
mortem rooms 

Public Health Act 1936, s.198 

   

Open spaces 
Power to acquire land and 
maintain 

Public Health Act 1875, s.164 Open 
Spaces Act 1906, ss.9 and 10 

   

Parish documents 
Powers to direct as to their 
custody 

Local Government Act 1972, s.226 

   

Telecommunications 
facilities 

Power to pay public 
telecommunications 
operators any loss 
sustained providing 
telecommunication facilities 

Telecommunications Act 1984, 
s.97 

   



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions 

Public buildings and 
village hall 

Power to provide buildings 
for public meetings and 
assemblies 

Local Government Act 1972, s.133 

      
Public conveniences Power to provide Public Health Act 1936, s.87 
   

Sustainable 
communities 

Able to be represented on a 
panel of representatives to 
be consulted on proposals 
that would contribute to 
sustainable communities 

Sustainable Communities Act 
2007 

   
Town and country 
planning 

Right to be notified of 
planning applications 

Town and Country Planning Act 
1990, Sched.1, para. 8 

   

Tourism 

Power to encourage visitors 
and provide conference and 
other facilities 

Local Government Act 1972, s.144 

   

Traffic calming 

Powers to contribute 
financially to traffic calming 
schemes 

Highways Act 1980, s.274A 

   

Transport 

Powers in relation to car-
sharing schemes, taxi fare 
concessions and 
information about transport 

Local Government and Rating 
Act 1997, s.26, 28 and 29 

 
Powers to make grants for 
bus services 

Transport Act 1985, s.106A 

   

War memorials 

Power to maintain, repair, 
protect and alter war 
memorials 

War Memorials (Local Authorities' 
Powers) Act 1923, s.1; as extended 
by Local Government Act 1948, 
s.133 

Water supply 

Power to utilise well, spring 
or stream and to provide 
facilities for obtaining water 
from them 

Public Health Act 1936, s.125 

   

Well-Being 
Power to well-being of the 
area (for eligible councils) 

s2 and 4 of the Local 
Government Act 2000 (as 



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions 

amended by Part 4 of the Local 
Government and Public 
Involvement in Health Act 2007) 
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