
 

 

 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee held at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 
8th November 2023 at 7pm. 
 
Councillors:   
 
Present:  D Adelson, E O’Nolan, S Miller, D Pegg, R Sanders, M Sutton, C Walsh and M 

Wilks. 
 
Apologies:  M Kneebone and R Leach.  
  
In Attendance: Town Clerk and four members of the public 
 

414. Apologies for Absence  
 
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Kneebone and Leach.  

415. To receive Declarations of Interest 
 
Cllr. Adelson declared a disclosed pecuniary interest in item 422 as his wife is an 
allotment holder.  
 
The Committee thereafter agreed to grant a dispensation for Cllr. Adelson to 
remain and speak, but not to vote, during item 422.   
 

416. Public Question Time 
 
Two named tenants from the Kingston Field allotments, and one spouse of a 
tenant,  addressed the Committee regarding item 422.  
 

417. To agree and approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 6th September 2023 
 
The minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held 6th September 2023 were 
approved. 
 
With the agreement of those members present, the Chair re-ordered the 
agenda to consider the item of interest to those members of the public present 
at this time.  
 

422. To receive an update from the Allotment Working Party 
 
The Committee received an update from the Allotment Working Party following 
the meeting held on Monday 6th November.  
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The Committee agreed that it’s preferred option regarding the future length of 
tenancies for a Kingston Field allotment was for a maximum term of ten years.  
 
Further to approval by Full Council, a tenancy agreement with a maximum term 
of ten years will be provided to both existing tenants (regardless of the length of 
their existing tenancy) and any new tenants. For existing tenants, the ten-year 
term is proposed to begin on April 1st, 2024.  
 
The Committee further agreed that it wishes to work in partnership with the 
Woodbridge Allotment Association (WAA), and request that the WAA discusses 
this request with its members.  The proposed partnership will seek to lobby East 
Suffolk Council to provide additional land for allotments in Woodbridge, and if 
such land can be found then the Committee retains the right to consider its 
position regarding the length of future tenancies.  

 
418. To consider a request regarding the Kingston Field stream   

 
The Committee asked the Town Clerk to remind the Council’s Grounds 
Maintenance Contractor of the contractual obligation regarding the cleaning 
and maintenance of the Kingston Field stream, and to appeal to the Woodbridge 
Tennis Club to act in a community spirited manner should they noticed the 
stream overflowing at weekends (when the Council’s Grounds Maintenance 
Contractor is not available).   

 
419. To consider a request from Martlesham Parish Council regarding a dog bin on 

Sandy Lane 
 
The Committee agreed not to seek the installation of a dog bin on Sandy Lane, 
noting that the funds required for the installation, emptying and maintenance 
of such an asset would be better spent directly on the Town Council’s estate.  
 

420. To consider the inventory of bins on the Town Council estate 
 
The Committee mandated Cllrs Sanders and Walsh to work with the Town Clerk 
and Deputy Town Clerk to facilitate the replacement of open, dated and 
damaged bins on the Town Council estate, spending a maximum of £2000 from 
the Amenities Committee budget (5100).  
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421. To consider a communication from Cllr. Adelson regarding Fen Meadow 
 
The Committee mandated the Town Clerk to spend a maximum of £1500 from 
the Amenities Committee budget (5100), to facilitate the repairs to footpath 16 
on Fen Meadow. The Town Clerk was asked to install signage informing the 
public of the work being undertaken.  
 
The Town Clerk was also asked to request that the Council’s Grounds 
Maintenance Contractor extend the wild area on the top section of Fen Meadow 
in order to allow the informal path to be naturalised.  
 

423. To consider a communication from Cllr. Walsh regarding a donation of 
saplings 
 
Cllr Walsh was mandated to plant the donated saplings at locations in Elmhurst 
Park and Kingston Field in discussion with the Town Clerk. Any unplanted 
saplings would be stored in the Elmhurst Park kitchen garden.  
 

424. To receive an update on the Elmhurst Park Changing Places toilets project, 
and consider quotations received for the potential bricklaying required   
 
The Committee noted an update regarding the Elmhurst Park Changing Places 
toilet project.  
 

425. To receive an update on the Market Hill phone kiosk 
 
The Committee noted an update regarding the Market Hill phone kiosk.  

426. To receive an update on the condition of Broomheath 
 
To Committee agreed that Members meet with Prof. Hobson to discuss the 
options available regarding the condition of Broomheath.   
 

427. To consider project funding requests for the 2024/25 Financial Year 
 
The Committee agreed to submit no further project requests for the 2024/25 
Financial Year.  
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                                  Councillor Miller 
                       Chair 
 
 
 

 

428. Closure  
 
The meeting was closed at 9.12pm.   
 


