
   
 

 
 
Minutes of the of the Town Council meeting held at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 18th October 
2023 at 7pm  
 
Councillors:    
 
Present: D Adelson, S Bale, M Kneebone, R Leach, E O’Nolan, D Pegg, R 

Sanders, M Sutton and M Wilks. 
 
Apologies: E Beck, P Gillard, G Holdcroft, S Miller, N Phipps, T Rogerson, and C    

Walsh.  
 
In Attendance: Town Clerk, District Councillor Molyneux, Honorary Freewoman 

Healey and nine members of the public. 
 

374. Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors E Beck, P Gillard, G 
Holdcroft, S Miller, N Phipps, T Rogerson, and C  Walsh  
 

375. To receive declarations of interest 
 
The Council agreed to grant a dispensation to Cllr. Adelson to remain, speak, and 
vote during discussion at this meeting, and for the remainder of the current Civic 
Term, on matters regarding the proposed ban on glyphosate on Woodbridge Town 
Council’s estate, particularly the allotments and the Woodbridge Growers garden. 
 
Cllr. Bale declared a registerable interest in item 387 as a Trustee of the Woodbridge 
Riverside Trust. 
 

376. Public Question Time 
 
No Members of the public present wished to address the Council at this time. 
 

377. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 20th September 2023 
 
The Council agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting held 
20th September 2023 as a true record.  
 

378. To consider, question and agree the following Financial Reports 
 

The Council noted the receipt of and approved the following financial reports:- 
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a. Income to 30th September 2023 - £489,033.00 
b. Expenditure to 30th September 2023 - £177,919.00 
c. Income and Expenditure against Budget to September 2023 
d. Bank Reconciliation and Supporting Bank Statements to 30th September 2023 

- £766,603.08 
e. The Accounts and Payments List for October 2023 - £33,621.01 
f. The HSBC Net report for October 2023 - £11,195.80 
g. The HSBC Corporate Card report for September 2023 - £379.17 
h. Summary of Direct Debit payments to 30th September 2023 - £624.23 
i. Expenditure over £500 Report from 1st July –30th September 2023 
j. The Precept amount of £212,544.00 received on 29th September 2023 
k. Debtors Report to 30th September 2023 
 
The Committee noted the invoices for payment had been signed off by Cllrs 
Holdcroft and Leach. 
 

379. To note the receipt of the minutes from this Council’s Committees 
 

The Council noted the receipt of the following minutes:- 
 

a.  Planning – 20.09.23   
b.  Staffing – 20.09.23 
c.  Finance – 27.09.23 
d.  Planning – 04.10.23 
e.  Climate – 04.10.23 

 
380. To present the award of Honorary Freewoman of Woodbridge to Mrs Jane Healey 

 
The Mayor of Woodbridge presented Jane Healey with the award of Honorary 
Freewoman of Woodbridge.  
 

381. To note the receipt of a written report from District Councillors Molyneux and Yule 
 

The Council noted the receipt of a written report from District Councillors Molyneux 
and Yule. 
 
 

382. To welcome Ruth Leach to the role of County Councillor for Woodbridge 
 
The Council welcomed Ruth Leach to the role of County Councillor for Woodbridge. 
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383. To question the County and District Councillors on matters contained in their   
written reports 
 
Cllr Bale asked District Cllr. Molyneux for statistics regarding the number of self-build 
planning applications in Woodbridge, and Cllr. Sanders request an update regarding 
the proposed training being offered to Town and Parish Councils on planning 
matters.  
 

384. To consider the nominations for the Potter Cup 
 
The Potter Community Cup was awarded to Charmian Berry.  
 

385. 
 

To consider the quotations received for the renewal of the Council’s Insurance 
cover 
 
The Council agreed to enter into a three-year agreement with Zurich Municipal to be 
the Council’s insurer.  
 

386. To consider the quotations received regarding the Fire Risk Assessment remedial 
work required on the Council estate 
 
The Council agreed to undertake the remedial works as proposed by Officers 
following the Fire Risk Assessments on the Council’s estate. The cost for these works 
are to be met from EMR 315 (Future Years Maintenance). 
 

387. To consider a request from the Woodbridge Riverside Trust regarding the 
decoration of the Longshed 
 
The Council noted the requirement from section 3.2 of its lease with the Woodbridge 
Riverside Trust regarding the decoration of the Longshed not less than every five 
years.   
 
The Council thereafter agreed to the request from the Woodbridge Riverside Trust to 
postpone the decoration of the ground floor of the building until such work is possible 
following the launch of the Longship.  
 

388. To consider recommendations from the Climate and Ecological Emergency 
Committee 
 
The Council considered two recommendations from the Climate and Ecological 
Emergency Committee and agreed the following: 
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- With immediate effect, to permanently ban the use of glyphosate-based 
herbicides (weed killers) for those areas of the Town Council estate where food 
for humans is produced (Kingston Field allotments and Elmhurst Park kitchen 
garden) 

- With immediate effect, to ban for a trial period of 12 months the use of 
glyphosate-based herbicides (weed killers) on the remainder of the Town 
Council estate.  

- To install log piles and mini-ponds in Elmhurst Park, and mandate Cllr. Walsh to 
consult with the Suffolk Wildlife Trust (Charlie Zakss), as to the design and siting 
of these installations. Any costs are to be met from the Climate and Ecological 
Emergency Committee budget (5250).  

 
389. To consider a request from East Suffolk Council regarding the local review of 

polling stations 
 
The Council agree to make No Comment on the local review of polling stations 
(noting there were no proposed changes for Woodbridge).  
 

390. To consider a response from the Planning Authority regarding the Elmhurst Park 
Changing Places toilets 
 
The Council noted the comments from the Planning Officer and agreed the following 
colour for the exterior of the Elmhurst Park Changing Places toilets – C76 (Tea Green). 
  

391. To consider the Vision Statement for Woodbridge Town Council 
 
The Council agreed the following Vision Statement: 
 
The Council will strive to ensure Woodbridge is a safe, happy, and thriving town 
where all residents and the wider community feel welcome.  
 
We will work to make Woodbridge a place where all generations can participate in 
a vibrant, harmonious society that is environmentally resilient. 
 

392. To consider the requirement for a structural survey on the Melon Pit 
 
The Council agreed that the Town Clerk should seek quotations for an underground/ 
structural survey of the Melon Pit and access road into Elmhurst Park. 
 

393. To consider the requirement for external works to the Kingston Pavilion 
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The Council noted the positive response from its tenant regarding proposals to 
improve the accessibility of the Pavilion and thereafter approved the following 
quotations: 
 
Installation of a roller shutter – MPS Doors - £2,410.99 ex VAT. 
Automation of existing doors – MPS Doors - £4,574.50 ex VAT 
Supply and deliver of a bin store – Landmark Street furniture - £3,048.81 ex VAT 
 
The cost for these works are to be met from EMR 376 (Kyson School CIL), with any 
surplus met from the Amenities Committee budget (5100).  
 

394. 
 

Closure 
 
The meeting was closed at 8.13pm.  
 

 
                
                   Councillor O’Nolan 

                      Chair 


