
 

 

 

To Members of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee 

Cllr Adelson Cllr. O’ Nolan Cllr. Rogerson 
Cllr. Walsh Cllr. Wilks  

 
You are hereby summoned to attend the Meeting of the Climate and Ecological Emergency 
Committee to be held at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 14th June at 5.30pm 

 

   Greg Diaper 
   Town Clerk  
   9th June 2023 

Public Attendance 

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend.  The public will be invited to give 
their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda, or raise issues for 
consideration of inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to 30 minutes duration. 

The Town Council, members of the public and press may record/ film or broadcast this 
meeting when the press and public are not lawfully excluded. Any member of the public who 
attends this meeting is advised that the Town Council cannot control 3rd party recording. 

Agenda 

86. To elect the Chair of Committee for the Civic Year 2023/24.  
 

87. To elect the Deputy Chair of Committee for the Civic Year 2023/24.   
 
88. Apologies 

 
89. Declarations of interest 

To receive any declarations of interest and to consider requests for dispensations 
from Members on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest, other 
registerable or non-registerable interest.  
 

90. Public question time 
For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at a 
future meeting of the Council. Fifteen minutes maximum.   



  
91. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 7th March 2023 

 
92. To appoint Non-Council Members to the Committee.  

 
93. To note the current working parties of the Committee and receive verbal and 

written updates from Members.   
 

94. To receive a verbal update on the work to achieve FairTrade status for 
Woodbridge.  
 

95. To consider a request from SALC to provide information regarding successful 
climate-based initiatives.  
 

96. To receive a verbal report from the Woodbridge Climate Action Centre.   
 

97. To consider the maintenance requirements of Broomheath.   
 

98. Closure.  
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Woodbridge Town Council 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee held on Tuesday 7th March 
2023 at 5pm, at the Shire Hall 
 
Councillors:    
 
Present:  D Adelson, E O’Nolan, R Sanders and M Wilks. 
 
Non-Council  
Members: Rob Berry, Jane Healey, Jan Pulsford, and Jonathan Valentine.  
 
Apologies   
for Absence:   C Blois, P Gillard, Isla Richardson and Pam Watson.  
                
In Attendance: Town Clerk and one member of the public  
 
733. Apologies for absence 

 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Blois and Gillard, and Non-Council 
Members Richardson and Watson.  
 

734. To receive declarations of interest 
 
Councillor Adelson declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 738 as a member of the Suffolk 
Swifts group.  
 

735. To consider requests for dispensations 
 
There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this agenda 
for a dispensation. 
 

736. Public Question Time 
 
A member of the Suffolk Swift group spoke to the Committee regarding their work in the town 
and their request to be considered at this meeting.  
 

737. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 3rd January 2023 
 
The Committee agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting held 3rd 
January 2023 as a true record. 
 

738. To consider a request from the Suffolk Swift Group.  
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The Committee agreed to recommend to the Full Council that consideration be given to the 
placement of a noticeboard on the Market Square to provide information about the work of 
the Suffolk Swift group in the town.   
 

739. 

 

 

To consider if the Committee wish to comment on public consultations regarding Water 
Resources in Suffolk.  
 
The Committee discussed the consultations and agreed that they support the use of reservoirs 
at a local level, as this works to avoid the use of de-salination plants.  
 
Members were requested to provide their responses to the consultations to the Town Clerk 
by Wednesday March 22nd.  

 
740. 

 

 

To consider how to proceed with the e-bike hire scheme. 
 
The Committee agreed to work in partnership from Virtue Electric Bikes to facilitate an e-bike 
hire scheme during the Financial Year 2023/24.  
 

741. 

 

 

To receive an update from the Working Parties of the Committee. 
 
The Committee received an update from it’s Working Parties.  
 
It was agreed to remove the Cycle Strategy WP from the list.  

 
742. Closure 

 
The meeting was closed at 5.57pm. 

                                                                                            
                Councillor Wilks 

Chair 



  
Item 92 
To appoint Non-Council Members to the Committee. 
 
The Town Council’s Terms of Reference state that ‘The Climate and Ecological Emergency 
Committee will additionally include up to six co-opted non-Councillor committee members’.  
 
Section 102 (3) of the Local Government Act (1972) provides that a local council can appoint 
persons who are not its members to committees and sub-committees: 
 
‘other than a committee for regulating and controlling the finance of the local authority or 
of their area, may include persons who are not members of the appointing authority or 
authorities or, in the case of a sub-committee, the authority or authorities of whom they are 
a sub-committee’ 
 
Behaviour at meetings 
 
Non-Council members are required to comply with the Council’s Standing Orders and are 
subject the Council’s Code of Conduct.  
 
Voting rights 
 
By virtue of s.13(1) and (7) of the Local Government and Housing Act 1989 (‘the 1989 Act’), 
non-councillor members of committees and sub-committees do not have voting rights.  
 
However, regulation 3 of The Parish and Community Councils (Committees) Regulations 
1990 (SI 1990/2476) confirms that non-councillor members of committees and 
subcommittees have voting rights in respect of: 
 
- the management of land owned or occupied by the council; 
- the functions of the council as a harbour authority (as defined in s. 57(1) of the 
Harbours Act 1964); 
- any function under s. 144 of the 1972 Act relating to the promotion of tourism; 
and 
- any function under s. 145 of the 1972 Act relating to the management of a 
festival. 
 
The term “management” does not include making decisions about the total amount of 
money which may be spent by the council in a financial year in respect of land or a festival.  
 
The Council has taken the position that Non-Council members may vote on items which do 
not have a financial impact upon the Council and it’s budget, and therefore cannot vote on 



  
items which do require a financial decision to be made. It is proposed that this position is 
retained.  
 
Non-Council appointments 
 
At the end of the last Civic Term, the following individuals comprised the list of appointed 
Non-Council Members: 
 
Rob Berry 
Jane Healey 
Jan Pulsford 
Isla Richardson 
Pam Watson 
Jonathan Valentine 
 
In the first instance these individuals have been provided the opportunity to be re-appointed 
as Non-Council members by providing to the Town Clerk a summary of their interested in 
the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee. The individual submissions have been 
uploaded to SharePoint.  
 
Appointment as a Non-Council member is for the duration of the current Civic Term (until 
May 2027); Non-Council members may resign at any time by emailing the Town Clerk. The 
elected members can vote to remove a Non-Council member at any time.  
 
The elected members of the Committee are required to vote on the appointment of Non-
Council members to the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



  
Item 93 
To note the current working parties of the Committee and receive verbal and written 
updates from Members.   
 
The current Working Parties of this Committee are understood to be: 
 
Trees and Re-wilding 
eBike/ Modal Shift  
Water Harvesting 
Earth Protector Towns (Solar Harvesting and Single Use plastics). 
 
 
Water Harvesting  
 
Negotiations continue with the Kingston-Smith family regarding permission to install an IBC 
alongside the Kingston Pavilion Café. The latest request is for any installation to be clad.  
 
Earth Protector Towns 
 
Earth protector WP notes 30.5.23  

David (notes), Rob, Jane  

Solar – Kingston pavilion – negotiations with the tenant are underway.  

Greg has heard back from two firms about panels, and one is visiting the pavilion 31.5.23.  David has had a 
conversation with Mike Sutton about the Longshed.  This has a SW-facing roof and sturdy structure.  A lot of 
electricity is used during the day (aircon, heating, lighting etc) and it’s a modern building that can be expected to be 
as efficient as practical (considering its use).  The only issue is that the roof is not rectangular!  Greg has also agreed 
to look into this.  
Art club – this building may have some difficulties.  

Plastic  

Notice for lobby of WCH – Martin Wilks happy with our suggestion.  He suggested adding the word “encourage” to 
“applaud”. David to ask Greg to speak to WCH management about this.  We will need the notice with the Earth 
Protector logo.  
Martin also suggested having notices up on all WTC noticeboards to the same effect.  This may need a wooden board 
to be painted.  
Refill stations – David has mentioned to Greg.  Possible sites might be Fen Meadow (perhaps end of Bridgewood 
Road), Elmhurst Park (climate action building), Kingston pavilion.  Push-button style so that they wouldn’t be left on 
by irresponsible people.  
Next meeting – when we have some updates to talk about.  

 
 

 

 



  
Item 95 
To consider a request from SALC to provide information regarding successful climate-
based initiatives. 

Cllr Adelson has received the following communication further to attendance at the SALC 
Climate Forum: 

From: Sally Longmate <ceo@salc.org.uk> 
Sent: 06 June 2023 17:17 
To: Councillor Adelson <councilloradelson@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk> 
Subject: Climate forum - recording  

  

Thank you for attending/registering for the climate forum today - the dedicated SALC page is now up to date with the recording 
and a link to the Greenprint forum information as agreed. 
 
I also intend to add a link to our weekly news bulletin so it is easy to hand for clerks to access. 
 
The next forum meets on 25th September at 1 pm and I propose we work on producing an ideas sheet which parishes could 
download that includes what, how, funding, was it successful, what have your learnt, did it make any impact.   
 
I have designed a form to capture this - here is the link.  Let me know by email what you think?  If I circulate the form we could 
then refine the details at the forum and publish - it would be a piece of information that collectively the forum had produced.   
 
I am meeting with Julian Thompson from Community Climate Action this week and I believe they have a template to assist 
parishes.  With us looking at adding lessons learnt and then considering other resources that could be developed to save 
reinvention of the wheel .     
 
I will also contact Suffolk Wildlife Trust to ask them about a briefing paper about the impact of new environmental legislation on 
planning so we can share this with our network. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Sally 
 

Sally Longmate | CEO | Email: ceo@salc.org.uk 
Suffolk Association of Local Councils, Units 1 & 2, Hill View Business Park, Old Ipswich Road, Claydon, Ipswich.  IP6 0AJ  
DD: Tel  01473 833000 -  Mobile 07436 263284  - Main office: Tel 01473 833713 
Website  www.salc.org.uk  Twitter  @SuffolkALC Facebook @SuffolkAssoc 

1.Your name 

 
2.Name of council 

 
3.District 

East Suffolk 
West Suffolk 
Babergh/Mid Suffolk 

4.What successful initiative have your delivered in your parish that you think could be replicated elsewhere? 

 
5.How did you do it? 

mailto:ceo@salc.org.uk
mailto:councilloradelson@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.salc.org.uk%2fr%2fjRQ%2fm%2f127172&c=E,1,sDnW38S1SpNK3PhPqiJDHm2f8vToCoHLZWAYU_xS1rNYSJuiRevcdoQaWmE8CCr0TAtTxrXHeOm_bGydfFZzLjWuPgEadeEL6YoWGpzAPsU,&typo=1
mailto:ceo@salc.org.uk
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.salc.org.uk%2fr%2f8Rl%2fm%2f127172&c=E,1,3r2TtDGGhRhxu5Ic_td-mLJap_Hyl68WN4a_cuhuto4pjxA-fLgPAz6BVG5fW6_CgEY2zKIMRfJb7FlTvRX76YJxOWra5WsHPa2K0J1J&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.salc.org.uk%2fr%2f8Rl%2fm%2f127172&c=E,1,SyjTvWbC-zFgullfJqNIbiM7SXHR_yBUJ7IH8Bm391WFI0DFwUTjPJ-eLdhgd5FKnMS-SBpU5wfiCnujKgHd83AoppY9kBrh8qSVgzUUJv6QwbMbVhBC&typo=1


  

 
6.How did you fund it? 

 
7.Did you have a partner and if so who and how did that help? 

 
8.Was there take up by local residents? 

 
9.Did you have baseline information to help you decide if the initiative would be beneficial and if so, what was it 
and how did you gather this? 

 
10.Was the initiative successful and if so how did you measure success (please include information about 
measuring carbon footprint if you used this as a baseline and what the reduction was as a result) 

 
11.Any other comment you would like to add - eg lessons learnt, things to avoid etc. 

 
12.Would you be willing to record a podcast with SALC, share photos, present at your local area forum / SALC 
climate forum? 

Yes 
No 
Maybe 

 

Members are asked to consider how to respond to the questions posed.  

 

 

 

 

 



  
Item 97 
To consider the maintenance requirements of Broomheath.   

An item was requested on this agenda to consider the maintenance requirements of 
Broomheath. The Council’s Ground Maintenance Contract contains the following: 

5.    BROOMHEATH 
5.1 Broomheath is a small area of natural green space which overlooks Martlesham Creek on the River 

Deben.  The site is predominantly acid grassland and gorse heathland with trees located mainly 
around the margins.  The site incorporates a small informal parking area and is an open space. 

Loca�on and Site Boundaries 

5.2 Broomheath is situated in the Town of Woodbridge.  The area of the site is 1.54 hectares.   

Public Use and Interest 

5.3 The site is located in the Countryside and as such is important to maintaining local biodiversity. 
Furthermore, it is immediately adjacent to Suffolk Coasts and Heaths Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty. 

Tasks 

5.4  The contractor will ensure the site is kept in a condi�on sa�sfactory to the Town Council by carrying 
a weekly visit. 

Trees 

5.5 Trees are to be inspected each Autumn and any branches over paths below head height removed. 
Re-inspect during the summer and ensure paths remain clear of branches below head height. 

Gorse 

5.6 A plan is to be agreed with the Town Clerk whereby one sixth of the gorse area of Broomheath is 
pruned back to no more than 600mm from the base of the plant each winter. Prune and chip 
prunings on site during winter. 

Paths 

5.7 Prune back gorse obstruc�ng paths each winter and on weekly visits during the summer or as 
necessary. 

Roadside 

5.8  Cut back vegeta�on to the roadside each winter and on visits during the summer as necessary. 

Open Space 

5.9 Keep clear of liter and debris all year. 

Car Park 

5.10  The contractor is to carry out minor repairs to the car park as and when required. 

Incidents of Vandalism and Removal of Graffiti 

5.11 The Contractor is to contact the local Police and complete an Incident Report Form in relation to 
incidents of vandalism and graffiti (including indicating what the graffiti says) and email this to the 
Town Clerk highlighting the crime number.   

 Correct faults which the contractor considers can be undertaken by him at no cost. 

 Graffiti to be removed as soon as practicable with removal solution provided by the Town Council. 



  
The Council received grant funding to install two rabbit proof squares in the area damaged 
by fire – these are working well and providing a safe habitat for species to re-establish 
themselves. Transition Woodbridge received the following advice at the time: 

Hi Carol,  

 

It was a pleasure to meet you and Debbs yesterday at Broomheath.  

This is an interes�ng site with much poten�al from a biodiversity point of view as well as being very atrac�ve as 
a public open space.  

Woodbridge Town Council have here the opportunity to deliver both high quality conserva�on along with first 
rate public amenity (albeit in a small space). Being adjacent to the AONB it acts as a fine backdrop scenically and 
as a buffer to more developed areas. The views from within, looking out to Martlesham Creek are first rate.  

From a conserva�on perspec�ve this site has significant poten�al. With a litle investment and con�nued 
sympathe�c management it can deliver for priority habitats (Acid Grassland and Lowland Heath) and struggling 
species (Grass Snake, Adder, Slow worm, Common Lizard, Stag Beetle, Nigh�ngale and Dar�ord Warbler). The 
necessary management (with the excep�on of the fencing) would lend itself to voluntary work par�es and 
would be very cost effec�ve - a lot can be delivered here for a very modest investment.  

I've summarised the points we covered below:  

1. In order to regenerate the small burnt area, I would recommend rabbit fencing a por�on of it (approx. 140m 
of fence) which would be temporary and could be re-used in 4-6 years on an adjacent plot  

2. Within the fence a few (2-4) na�ve trees could be planted on the lowest side (Oak/Rowan etc.).  

3. Some of the mature gorse to be cut (above rabbit browse level) and the cut material put to cover some bare 
areas of soil in the burnt area.  

4. A few bags of Heather leaf liter scatered over bare areas within the fence may induce heathland to re-
establish.  

5. It would be of interest to have the site regularly photographed to record change.  

6. It may be possible to approach your District Councillor for a grant from their locality fund to cover the 
rela�vely small cost of the fence.  

If you think a further site visit is of use with any interested Town Councillors, please don't hesitate to get in 
touch.  

Regarding the very fine Poplar tree you showed me, I'll re-visit it when it's in leaf in order to have a beter stab 
at iden�fying it to species level.  

All the best,  

Simon Leatherdale (SWT conserva�on advisor)  

Members are asked to consider the maintenance requirements of Broomheath.   
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