


  
352. Public question time 

For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at a 
future meeting of the Council. Fifteen minutes maximum.   
 

353. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 23rd August 2023 
 

354. To receive an update from the Working Parties of the Committee. 
 

355. To propose items for inclusion in the monthly Committee press release.  
 

356. To agreed attendees to the Community Networking Event on November 4th.  
 

357. To consider the report from Cllr Phipps following his attendance at the Climate 
Action Meeting.  
 

358. To consider the Carbon Footprint Impact Report for Woodbridge.  
 

359. To note a report from the Suffolk Wildlife Trust following the completion of the 
summer sessions as supported by this Committee.  
 

360. To consider project funding requests for the 2024/25 Financial Year.    
 

361. To consider how excess overland flow of rainwater could be controlled and utilised 
in Woodridge.  
 

362. To consider a Committee response to consultations.  
 

363. To receive a verbal update from the Chair regarding the Deben Estuary Partnership 
meeting.  

 
364. Closure.  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











  
Item 354 
To receive an update from the Working Parties of the Committee.  

The current Working Parties of this Committee are: 
 
Trees and Re-wilding (TPO investigation) 
eBike/ Modal Shift  
Water Harvesting 
Earth Protector Towns (Solar Harvesting and Single Use plastics). 
Public Giveaway (Bee Café) 
Herbicide 
 
Members are to receive an update from the Working Parties of the Committee.  

 
 
Hello David, 
 
Jane and I are repor�ng from this working party for addi�on to the agenda for the next CEEC mee�ng. 
>  
> We're repor�ng as the Rainwater Harves�ng Working Party.  We are concerned that we have no full Councillor in 
our Working Party as we feel there should be one "leading" us. 
>  
> Having said that we propose: 
> 1.  That the IBCs be purchased for the Pavilion at Kingston Fields and the Melon Pit at Elmhurst Park.  Does this 
need to be passed to the Ameni�es Commitee to do?  If so, can we pass it on please?  We are also wondering 
whether a further IBC could be run off the new toilet block in Elmhurst Park.  These are to act as reserve water in the 
event of hosepipe bans or droughts.  However they can be used for ordinary watering later on in the summer and the 
water replenished over the winter. 
> 2.  Whilst atending a walk by Dr Peter Hobson earlier this year through the town, he was sugges�ng that there be 
an atenua�on tank under the paving in Market Square to receive water from the downpipes of the proper�es facing 
it which could be used for watering in the square and by the residents around.  Can this be passed to the appropriate 
Council commitee for considera�on with the Shire Hall renova�ons? 
>  
> Best wishes, Pam Watson and Jane Healey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Item 355 
To propose items for inclusion in the monthly Committee press release.  
 
Cllr Wilks prepares a monthly press release which is submitted to the local free papers for 
publication, as well as being published on the Council’s social media. 
 
Members are asked to propose items for inclusion in the monthly Committee press 
release.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Item 356 
To agreed attendees to the Community Networking Event on November 4th.  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/east-suffolk-community-networking-event-tickets-
705900125277  

An exciting event for Suffolk community groups who are working towards tackling climate 
change and striving towards the county's ambition of Net Zero by 2030 at a grassroots level. 
 
These events will enable community networking and connecting for groups, stakeholders 
and parishes that are working for environmental change whether that be energy efficiency, 
pro-environment and biodiversity, decarbonisation, Net Zero, greening your locality, 
instigating community energy or climate change awareness – as well as so much more. 
 
The schedule for the day includes presentations, local stands showcasing projects, panel 
discussions and ample time for networking. Local voices on the ground are important in 
identifying priorities and gaps and this event will provide the perfect opportunity for sharing. 
 
There will be one event in the East of Suffolk (this one) and one in the West, in Bury St 
Edmunds on Wednesday 8th November. 
 
Following both days, it is hoped that smaller events will also take place. These will be hosted 
by communities who will showcase their initiatives and projects. 
 
A couple of things about the events: 
 
• Wherever you are located you can attend either day. 
 
• Please send representatives rather than whole groups so that we can widen the reach as 
far as possible. We will always let you know of spare places. 
 
 
Members are asked to agreed attendees to the Community Networking Event on 
November 4th.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/east-suffolk-community-networking-event-tickets-705900125277
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/east-suffolk-community-networking-event-tickets-705900125277


  
Item 357 
To consider the report from Cllr Phipps following his attendance at the Climate Action 
Meeting.  

Cllr Phipps attended the Climate Action Meeting on behalf of WTC, with Cllr O’Nolan, Jane 
Healey and the Town Clerk also attending for part of the day.  

Cllr Phipps’ report from the event is provided below, and Members are asked to consider 
the points raised therein.  

Community Planning Workshop for climate ac�on & Nature recovery Wednesday 30th 2023 

At the Mayor’s request, I was asked to par�cipate at this workshop that brought together some 50 par�cipants – 50% 
were from parish/town councils in the area and 50% were from district and County council and relevant organisa�ons 
and academics. The list of par�cipants provided is in the annex. 

The purpose of the workshop was to introduce par�cipants to a planning tool (MARISCO) that facilitates the 
development of climate-robust adap�ve management strategies for local green infrastructure. 

It is a 7-step process. The purpose of this note is just to record headline outcomes which might be of help to WTC as 
we take forward our work climate change work. 

We worked in two large groups with plenty of interac�on and movement. 

Step 1: Iden�fy the green infrastructure assets. 

The group I was in focused on the Deben Catchment area and came up with some 50 specific green infrastructure 
assets. These were grouped into 7 categories: coastal margins; estuary margins; aqua�c; freshwater habitat; 
woodlands; pasture; human modified/derived (e.g. railway verges). There were also two standalone assets that 
underpinned the whole – soil (light and heavy) and air. These assets had then to be categorised on a green, amber, red 
scale to reflect their state. 

Step 2: Iden�fy the ecosystem services. 

The group came up with 40 plus services. These were arranged into 4 broad categories: cultural (e.g. tourism, 
employment, well-being); Provision (e.g. food, habitat etc); regulatory (e.g. water, climate, animal health etc); support 
(energy, biodiversity). These had to be linked to the Green infrastructure assets – so a spider’s web of arrows 
developed. 

Step 3: The threats. 

The group came up with around 15 or twenty and each was classified on two scales (1-4) cri�cality/severity and 
manageability. We were encouraged to look beyond the currently known risks. In this discussions, three longer term 
risks that were 4 on both scales emerged – water scarcity; food security and loss of biodiversity (the sixth mass 
ex�nc�on). 

Step 4: Contribu�ng factors 

The group were then asked to iden�fy contribu�ng factors to the threats e.g. popula�on growth, planning rules. The 
list was quite extensive. 

Step 5: A mission statement 

The group had then to develop a mission statement. The result: To achieve a transi�on to a thriving func�onal 
landscape that is resilient to external factors, through a collabora�ve community of stewards implemen�ng 
regenera�ve ac�ons.  – not a bad stab given that this was developed just before lunch!  

Step 6:  Develop a strategy 



  
We were asked to pick two threats that were high on cri�cality/severity but not the highest – so 3 not 4 and 
manageable so 2 possibly 3 on the scale. My group selected habitat loss and non-na�ve invasive species (some of us 
thought this should just be invasive species as they don’t necessarily have to be foreign…) Once selected we had to 
iden�fy the key contributory factors to the risk and which green infrastructure assets were affected. Having done this 
we needed to define a strategy (which was not an ac�on!). For habitat loss the strategy was “Iden�fying local strategic 
sites for habitat crea�on to deliver offsite (BNG?) benefits?” and for non-na�ve invasive species “enhance knowledge 
and ac�on to tackle the threat of invasive species”. For both these strategies we had to iden�fy on a red/green scale 
whether we thought there were the necessary resources to accomplish the strategy and what the level of community 
acceptance was likely to be. Both were deemed green for acceptance but red for resources for habitat loss. 

For the record, the other group priori�sed Wildlife and Habitat Corridors. 

Step 7: develop an ac�on plan for each risk with concrete steps and measurable outcomes. 

Time was running out. A copy of the worksheet is atached as an aid. 

What next 

Each council was asked to refresh their plans and where appropriate atach it to their neighbourhood plans. 

There would be a follow-up workshop to discuss the plans and help develop the network affects. The Waldringfield 
team wanted to do it end of October. Prof Peter Hobson, who led the workshop and works for Essex CC, suggested a 
slightly longer �me period possibly December. 

We might well see the emergence of a Deben catchment area ac�on plan emerge from the top but this will be 
facilitated by Parish Council plans that should provide a botom up push. 

A few general comments 

This was a very engaging workshop. To develop robust plans it would be a five-day event and would have to include an 
even broader range of stakeholders as community wide par�cipa�on and acceptance is crucial to achieving anything. 
The farming community had low representa�on and there was no business/services representa�on. 

There was commitment from County Council level and District Council level. 

There are various pots of money that can be accessed if robust plans are developed. 

Some personal takeaways 

There was plenty of discussion and ideas around. I record a few that I retained: 

- The context was that urgent action is required but that concrete achievable steps must be established; 
- Don’t just get trapped into fighting today’s risks. Keep surveying the horizon for emerging risks. You can’t 

necessarily tackle them now but they should be on the radar; 
- Urban sprawl is a major risk. The solution in many parts of the world is to densify existing urban hubs – I can’t 

see that being a strategy that would be acceptable to the citizens of Woodbridge! 
- We were challenged on the mission statement and I did struggle to think what it might be for Woodbridge TC. 

Hopefully we already have one but my starting doodles came to “Encourage, promote and support local, 
regional and national groups to work on improving the resilience of Woodbridge’s green asset infrastructure 
in a manner that is consistent with net zero targets.” 

- The second area that left me thinking was which risks to prioritise. The workshop outcome was not bad – 
invasive species; habitat loss; nature corridors. We have action in the community on some of these. But we 
also have action on others e.g. water quality, food security, trees.  

- For the inventory of our Green Asset Infrastructure, there are now some on line tools to provide the starting 
point for a survey. Dr Helene Burningham from University College London might be able to help. 

- For any work on trees in Woodbridge, Fe Morris from the Forestry Commission might be able to point us in 
the right direction. 

 



  
Item 358 
To consider the Carbon Footprint Impact Report for Woodbridge. 
 
Members will recall the decision taken the August meeting of the Committee regarding a 
carbon audit for the Council estate.  
 

 
The online carbon impact tool has been utilised, and this report is provided overleaf.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

255. To consider a quotation from Groundwork East regarding a carbon audit of the 
Council estate. 
 
The Committee agreed to investigate the Carbon Impact Tool to produce a  
carbon footprint report for Woodbridge and deferred any decision regarding a 
carbon audit to a future meeting of the Committee.  
 





































  
Further to the decision at the August meeting, should Members now wish to reconsider the 
full carbon audit, the item from the August meeting is provided below: 

Item 255 (August) 
To consider a quotation from Groundwork East regarding a carbon audit of the Council 
estate.  

This Committee’s Terms of Reference states: 

The Climate and Ecological Emergency Commitee shall: 

a. incur expenditure on promo�ng, publicising and suppor�ng measures designed to reduce the 
Town’s carbon footprint and encourage diversifica�on of fauna and flora, and anything deemed 
relevant to the Commitee, within the agreed budget for the current year. 

b. make recommenda�ons to the appropriate Council Commitees as to carbon reduc�on and 
wildlife development measures within that Commitee’s remit. 

 
The Mayor and Town Clerk first met with Groundwork East (website) when discussing with them a 
poten�al project in Elmhurst Park. Whilst this didn’t materialise, Cllr O’Nolan has now discussed and 
received from this organisa�on a quota�on to calculate the Council’s carbon footprint and to propose 
methods for its reduc�on: 
 
Dear Councillor O’Nolan, 
  
Following our meeting on Friday, I have put together a proposal for the work we discussed to include: 

• the calculation of an annual carbon footprint for Woodbridge Town Council; and  
• the calculation of a carbon footprint for the Woodbridge Ward (geographical area). 

  
I have attached a costed proposal to this email. 
  
I would like to highlight that in researching the second element of this work (to calculate a carbon footprint 
for Woodbridge Ward) I came across a recently developed, free and open access Community Carbon 
Calculator tool - https://impact-tool.org.uk/ . Following discussions with my colleagues, we are agreed that 
there would be no value in us trying to replicate the work of this comprehensive tool which you would be 
able to access yourselves at no cost.  
  
For this reason, our proposal for the second part of this work is only to support you to interpret the findings 
of the tool and to highlight opportunities for Woodbridge Town Council to promote actions to reduce 
emissions across this area. Alternatively, you may wish to make use of this tool yourselves without 
Groundwork’s input, for which there would of course be no charge. 
  
Please get back to me if you have any questions or if you would like to proceed with the work we propose. 
  
Kind regards, 
Amy 
  
  

https://www.groundwork.org.uk/hubs/east/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fimpact-tool.org.uk%2f&c=E,1,ruWROK5W_RjG6yz65bUiMHTdFioSHQHaUa1ag3y5UUOT3gZXK0vWYG0nr5tk9hAMIdtcOuVCRl9PKd5-cnKE6zNG2ihl9kX9urdiIru47_CokNJH05ybBWU,&typo=1


  
Amy Coulter  
Sustainable Business Team Manager  
Groundwork East 
 
M: 07736 135244 
E: amy.coulter@groundwork.org.uk  
  
 

In summary, the quotation provides costs for the following: 

- Calculate a carbon footprint for Woodbridge Town Council to include Scope 1 and Scope 
2 emissions, and key Scope 3 emissions from properties and managed sites following 
GHG Protocol Methodology - £3,148. 

- Produce a carbon footprint report for Woodbridge Ward showing breakdown of 
emissions sources - £1,443. 

 

The full document is provided overleaf.  
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 Amy Coulter, Sustainable Business Team Manager 

 Groundwork East 

 07736135244 

 amy.coulter@groundwork.org.uk 

 

Dear Councillor O’Nolan, 

Thank you for the opportunity to discuss Woodbridge Town Council’s carbon emissions 

calculation and reporting requirements. Please see below an outline of the services that we 

propose. 

1. Carbon Footprint Calculation and Report 

Calculate a carbon footprint for Woodbridge Town Council to include Scope 1 
and Scope 2 emissions, and key Scope 3 emissions from properties and managed 

sites following GHG Protocol Methodology Costs 

On-going client liaison and data collection (2 main contacts Karen and Belinda) £325 

Gather data on emissions sources arising from the following sites and 
activities: 

- Shire Hall (managed and occupied by WTC) 
- Woodbridge Art Club (occupied by 3rd party) 

- 2 units at Whistocks' Place (occupied by 3rd parties) 
- Woodbridge Art Club building (occupied by 3rd party) 

- Tide Mill (occupied by 3rd party) 
- Management and maintenance of 3 parks (by 3rd party GBM) £975 

Production of an inventory of Woodbridge TC annual Greenhouse Gas (GHG) 
emissions £488 

Production of summary GHG Report £488 

Optional: Delivery of summary report to Council meeting via succinct 
presentation (& travel to site) £325 

Expenses (mileage at 45p per mile estimated to be £15.00 to attend meeting) £15 
Contract management £533 

Total (ex VAT) £3,148 
 

If you do not feel it necessary for us to attend a Council meeting we would be happy to remove 

this from our proposal.  

2. Carbon Footprint Report for Woodbridge Ward  

Delivery of this work would make use of a free and open access Community Carbon Calculator 

tool - https://impact-tool.org.uk/. Our proposal for this work is to use the tool to generate a 

report for Woodbridge Ward and to then support Woodbridge Town Council to interpret the 

findings of the tool. Groundwork would also highlight opportunities for Woodbridge Town 

Council to promote actions to reduce emissions. 

 

mailto:Rex.Kellett@groundwork.org.uk
https://impact-tool.org.uk/
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Produce a carbon footprint report for Woodbridge Ward showing breakdown of 
emissions sources 

  

Run calculation using Carbon Impact Tool (NB this is an Open Access free 
online tool) £65 

Produce summary report, interpreting data and communicating it in a straight-
forward manner. Highlight key carbon reduction actions available to the 

Council which could reduce emissions. £975 

Optional: Delivery of summary report to Council meeting via succinct 
presentation (& travel to site) £163 

Contract management £241 

Total (ex VAT) £1,443 

 

If you do not feel it necessary for us to attend a Council meeting we would be happy to remove 

this from our proposal.  

The Social Value of working with Groundwork East 

Groundwork is a federation of charities mobilising practical community action on poverty and 

the environment across the UK, our teams work on projects as diverse as: youth and offender 

support, community and school green space landscaping, vulnerable resident’s energy poverty 

and water saving community engagement programmes for utility companies. You can see how 

we impact communities on our website. 

The Groundwork Sustainable Business Services team support small and large businesses with 

sustainability consultancy including: energy efficiency, renewables, flood resilience, grant 

applications, carbon footprinting, decarbonisation planning and carbon compliance and 

accreditation applications. The team has a wide range of experience and skills to share.  

We would be happy to produce a formal proposal document based on the options you would like 

to proceed with should this be of use. In the meantime, if you have any questions, please don’t 

hesitate to get in touch. 

Kind regards, 

Amy 

 

 

https://www.groundwork.org.uk/about-groundwork/our-impact/
https://groundworksbs.org.uk/
https://groundworksbs.org.uk/our-team/


  
Item 359 
To note a report from the Suffolk Wildlife Trust following the completion of the summer 
sessions as supported by this Committee.  

For the past three summers the Suffolk Wildlife Trust have organised summer wildlife 
sessions funded by Woodbridge Town Council – for the current financial year WTC set aside 
£3000 to fund these sessions, and SWT have provided the overleaf report for consideration 
by the Committee.  

Members are asked to a report from the Suffolk Wildlife Trust following the completion of 
the summer sessions as supported by this Committee.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Report Summer 2023  
 
Suffolk Wildlife Trust and Woodbridge Town Council promoting 
nature engagement and encouraging people to make their gardens 
a little more ‘wild, for wildlife’.  
 
This Summer has been great fun in the parks and thanks to Greg for helping me organise everything 
and also to Chris the groundsman for being so helpful on the ground as well.  
 
Events were promoted with posters around Woodbridge and on local Facebook pages. Booking was 
on the WTC Eventbrite page, which I set up on your behalf as we did last year. This worked well. 
 
We reached many new faces and families this summer and ‘word of mouth’ and social media, seems 
to have been the main reasons where people heard about us – with individuals that we don’t know 
posting adverts on Facebook pages and on WhatsApp groups independently of promo Greg and I 
have done on socials, which is really encouraging. 
 
The clear winners this year are the Tots sessions, hedgehog sessions and stag beetle sessions and the 
levels of enthusiasm within the town for these themes and creatures are huge, with potential for a 
lot more learning in the future. 
 
I have also welcomed the opportunity to also promote Martlesham Wilds and Foxburrow Nature 
Reserve to interested families as well. 
 
Elmhurst Park always works well as a venue – we miss the toilets, but the new play equipment is 
very popular. When we first ran sessions 3 summers ago our mini-beast hunts were very poor, and 
we reported this to you. This summer the children were lost in the long grass and flowers collecting 
grasshoppers, bees and butterflies on their hunts. It is immediately apparent that there is more life 
in the park than 3 years ago. Children noted the lack of water for wildlife to drink and would 
welcome more log piles or rock piles for creatures to hide under, especially beetles which could be 
food for the park’s hedgehogs. 
 
Kingston Fields is a great venue for attracting completely different families – who have come to play 
in the park and then stumble across us. I based myself in the play area by the pic nic benches. 
 
The Tea Hut space also works well, however it was quite wet at the start of the summer when the 
event was scheduled there, which meant quite a few wet little feet. Not the end of the world, but 
would have been more ideal in the drier weather. The trees are great shelter and the toilets being so 
nearby is great. 
 
Fitzgerald Green, to my surprise, was a great little venue for hedgehog homes. The neighbours were 
very welcoming, the trees provided great shade and the benches are great for those needing to sit 
down. The lack of nearby parking was tricky for some. I would recommend this green for future 
‘nature based’ activities as neighbours are also keen to get involved. 
 
I have listed numbers of attendees, but it is worth noting that often the highest engagement value, is 
on sessions with fewer number, so this is a balancing act. 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Funding provided and spent £3000  
  
 
Tue 1st - Wild Tots - Elmhurst Park 
20 adults and 20 tots 
This was really popular with all new faces. Lots of people 
told me that their friends wanted to come but it had 
been booked up on line. Minibeast hunting was great 
fun in the long grass – ladybirds galore. Much higher 
numbers of insects than when we did this 2 years ago 
and this provided much inspiration for games, stories 
and other age appropriate activities. 
 

 
 
 
 
Tue 1st – Help wildlife in your garden - Elmhurst Park 
16 kids, 9 adults 
Not quite fully booked but all new faces. 
Both children and adults were really keen to learn about the park, the wilding and improvements 
they can make in their own gardens. Very productive session establishing ways of helping wildlife in 
these families gardens – including creating small ponds, leaving leaf piles, creating log piles and 
growing wild flowers or resisting cutting the lawn. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
Wed 2nd –Get creative for Stag Beetles. Drop-in session in Kingston Fields  
40 drop ins 
Despite torrential rain until just before ethe end, people still came for this event, rather than seeing 
us when they were playing already. We struggled to dig deep due to tree roots so made a laying 
down stag beetle stack. Lots of fun. Interestingly several adults told me that they had been “tidying 
their garden and found large numbers of stag beetle grubs and didn’t know what to do”. 
Woodbridge is a great place for stag beetles and more awareness and education is needed about 
them – possible future talks for local groups? Definitely a subject to pursue. 
 

 

 
 
 
Tue 8th – Wild Tots comes to Woodbridge - Elmhurst Park  
20 tots, 10 primary, 20 adults 
Due to popular demand, I opened this up to drop-ins as well. At 10am we must have had about 30+ 
tots and older siblings. At 11am they almost all left and went to the swings. I wasn’t sure why but 
perhaps this is too many without even more help (I had 2 volunteers already). It was great fun but I 
didn't feel I personally had enough time to talk to everyone, however, my volunteers said they had 
lots of good conversations. People were really appreciating the long grass and wildflowers, as this 
was where the best bugs were found. We were also given some compost from the Community 
Garden next door and it was full of worms and hundreds of woodlice, so lots of good conversations 
about compost were raised. Again – potential for future activities with the Community Garden and 
compost here. 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
Tue 8th – River Deben ‘Wave to the Wilds’ walk – meet at Tea Hut 
9 kids, 3 adults 
A small but lovely session, with lots of opportunity to chat about our amazing River, the birds, how 
they all need food – insects, worms etc and we had great fun with the binoculars. We also had a 
lovely chat about Martlesham Wilds and waved. The weather could have been kinder which made 
the area a little squidgy around the Tea Hut, but I don’t think it was this that made the numbers 
lower, more the venue and activity. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Weds 9th – Get creative for bees. Drop-in Session in Kingston Fields 
7 pre school, 39 primary, 25 adults (approx.) 
Lovely to see that people have been tending to the minibeast mansion over the last year and adding 
to it. Today was lovely and sunny and the park was full. This meant we had the opportunity to reach 
people that hadn’t seen the adverts on socials, or posters which was great. It’s hard to put numbers 
on attendees as we were inundated the whole time – I also struggled to pack up as kids didn’t want 
to stop. As well as learning about bees (solitary and bumble), we continued to make the hexagonal 
bee homes that we started last year. We also made bee homes from bamboo and recycled bottles 
that people took home to put in their gardens, and planted little newspaper pots with sunflowers to 
grow food for the bees as well. Very positive but it did feel like there was limited food for bees in 
Kingston Fields itself, it would be nice to have an area INSIDE the play area of wildflowers and long 
grass like at Elmhurst Park as kids really are drawn to it, or even a bee bank or other bee feature. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
Tuesday 15th - Wild Tots comes to Woodbridge - Elmhurst Park  
25 tots, 20 adults. 
Another very busy and popular session – allowing drop-ins. The word had spread, and this really did 
feel like something that could be run all summer, every summer. Parents were very grateful to have 
something to do and to continue to see their friends and make new friends. Chris the park manager 
(?) was really supportive and I would like to thank him for his help changing his mowing schedule 
around for me etc. The busy time was between 10am and 11am, then the swings called and only the 
hardcore were left behind. The mud painting and butterfly masks were the most popular activities 
this week. 
 
Tues 15th - Create your own Nature Reserve - Elmhurst Park.  
With 6 families on this session, it was great to be able to delve deeper into nature in this park, things 
that have changed for wildlife in the last few years and changes attendees could make to make their 
garden more of a nature reserve. Several simple actions were noted, e.g growing some of their grass 
long as this was where we found ladybirds, grasshoppers, beetles and butterflies. Also, putting in a 
ramp in ponds, or digging a small pond, so wildlife can have a drink. Having surveyed the park, the 
conclusion amongst the kids was that more log piles are needed in Elmhurst Park and also a pond. 
We also missed the toilets as they are out of action!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thurs 17th – Get creative for hedgehogs. Drop-in session in Kingston Fields 
8 pre school, 23 primary ages, 15 adults 
This is a great place to work and attract a completely different set of people. People love hedgehogs 
and really want to help – the families here were very engaged. This was a great opportunity to 
discuss improvements for their own gardens for hedgehogs and opportunities for future hedgehog 
sessions are big. 
It saddened me that on arrival I found the minibeast mansion vandalised (everything had been 
pulled out although the structure was still safe), a small fire just outside the kids area and an 
incredible amount of litter – bottles etc, which I picked up. 1 family spent the whole morning re-
filling the minibeast mansion and we left it looking great again. 
 
Tues 22nd Wild Tots – Elmhurst Park 
18 tots, 5 primary, 16 adults. The word had spread by now with more new faces. We made bees on a 
stick, more mud painting and I had out a great range of activities aimed at dexterity and fine motor 
neurone building skills, as well as imagination play and new language learning. Parents and carers 
commented that they would miss these sessions and expressed gratitude for organising them and 
the council for paying for them. We also had 2 families from Kesgrave and they said they would like 
to encourage their council to run something similar. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday 22nd Hedgehog home building in Fitzgerald Green 
6 pre-school, 7 primary, 1 high school, 11 adults. 
I had been a little nervous about how this session would work – the area isn’t easy to find, you can’t 
park nearby, there are no toilets and I had also been warned that lots of dogs use it as an evening 
toilet. After a few hurdles with lost families, this session was fantastic. The interest in hedgehog’s is 
huge. We had several neighbours come and see what we were up to, they loved that we were using 
the green for this activity. We even recruited some local grandchildren and families that hadn’t 
booked on, but once they saw us, were really keen to join in. We made 14 hedgehog homes. 10 
were taken home and 4 were placed in the park so the hedgehogs could hide from the foxes (having 
discussed at the start that I had found and removed fox poo), kids took this as valuable evidence of 
the need to provide shelter spaces from foxes and dogs. I would recommend using this space again 
and flyering neighbours in advance to attract even more along. 

 
 
 
Thursday 24th Wildlife sign making – The Pod, Jetty Lane. 
Unfortunately, no one booked onto this event which I thought was 
really interesting as signage is so important. I think it may have been 
more popular if it had been in the park, but had the weather been 
bad, it would have been really tricky to achieve anything. Instead I 
spent the time making signs with my daughter and her friends, so at 
least we have some great signs to put on new structures. 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Evaluation / Future ideas 
It would be great to have even more help from volunteers on these sessions as the more help and 
the more conversations, the more powerful these sessions become. 
It would be great to create a QR code on a poster or little card, linked to our #TeamWIlder website 
where attendees could log actions they have taken for wildlife post events. 
It is difficult to get photo permission from people who have not booked on events. One idea could 
be to have a poster up asking parents to put their photos on Facebook and tag Suffolk Wildlife Trust 
and Woodbridge Town Council. By doing this we don’t need photo permissions.  
Small sessions can be the most valuable – 20 tots are a good number, opening it up to more worked 
fine, but took away the intimacy and ability for me to have more detailed discussions about 
gardening for wildlife etc. 
More awareness needs to be done about hedgehogs and stag beetles in particular – these being very 
present in Woodbridge and a surprising lack of knowledge about what to do and where to go. 
Signposting people to our website and our ‘Wild about Gardens Hedgehog Booklet’ could be a 
starting point. Hedgehogs | Suffolk Wildlife Trust  and Stag Beetle | Suffolk Wildlife Trust 
Possible ideas for future funding and extensions of sessions, could include funding transport for 
those without transport options to sessions run at local reserves such as Foxburrow or Martlesham 
Wilds, as here we are able to take learning to the next level. 
We are running training courses in Forest Schools and Outdoor Learning should the council wish to 
help educate a local practitioner to provide even more outdoor learning in Woodbridge in the future 
Continuing Professional Development | Suffolk Wildlife Trust. 
 
 
Thank you again for this opportunity. If you would like any further information on these sessions, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Charlie Zakss 
 
Charlie Zakss 
Engagement Officer 
07766245548 
charlie.zakss@suffolkwildlifetrust.org 
Please note I work part time, 3 days a week between Monday and Thursday.  
 
 
In the future, I feel that this amount could be reduced, and that we could have run a few fewer 
events, say 2 / week (one for Tots and one for Primary ages), and still had a very positive outcome. 
 

https://www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/hedgehogs-action
https://www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/stagbeetles
https://www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/cpd
mailto:charlie.zakss@suffolkwildlifetrust.org


  
Item 360 
To consider project funding requests for the 2024/25 Financial Year.    

Sec�on 3.1 of the Council’s Financial Regula�ons state: 

(Each Committee) shall thereafter formulate and submit proposals for the following financial year to 
the Finance Committee not later than the end of October each year, including any proposals for revising 
the forecast. A suggested template for forecasting will be provided to the relevant committees. 
 
Last year, this Committee proposed the e-Bike hire scheme as its project funding request to 
the Finance Committee, which now represents the largest single project the Council will 
undertaken in the current financial year.  
 
For new Members, the spending proposed at this point is separate from which would be 
funded from the Committee’s own budget – these would be standalone projects in the 
Council’s budget, represented by a unique account code.  However, the Finance Committee 
may (and have in the past) recommend that smaller projects be funded from the 
Committee’s own budget as means to reduce the impact on the Council’s precept request.  
 
This item therefore provides Members with the second opportunity to discuss potential 
projects to be recommended to the Finance Committee. The template referenced in section 
3.1 is provided overleaf, and contains some detail on the ideas proposed at the last meeting.  
 
Woodbridge Town Council, through the qualifications held by the Town Clerk are able to 
adopt the ‘General Power of Competence’, a broad power that enables local authorities in 
England and Wales to do anything that an individual can do, provided that it is not prohibited 
by law. It would be wise however to consider the broad list of statutory provision provided to 
Local Council’s to ensure any potential project is broadly defined that list.  
 
Members are asked to consider project funding requests for the 2024/25 Financial Year.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   



 

Section 3.1 of the Council’s Financial Regulations states that Committees must submit requests for funding in the forthcoming 
years budget to the Finance Committee no later than the end of October. The Finance Committee will consider requests only 
with supporting information including quotations, reports from experts etc. The decision of the Finance Committee whether or 
not to include project funding within the budget is final.  

 

Committee                                     Chair 

 
 

Climate and Ecological Emergency Cllr David Adelson 

Project Location Requirement Requested budget 
funding 

Anticipated yearly 
maintenance 

Notes 

Installation of an electric 
Car Charging Point on 
the Town Council estate. 

Car Park – 
Permission from 
ESC, or Market Hill – 
permission from 
SCC.  

Encourage electric car 
charging at more locations in 
Woodbridge.  

 
  

  

Purchase of an electric 
cargo bike for the 
Council’s Maintenance 
Officer. 

Potentially stored at 
the EP gardeners 
shed. 

Allow the Council’s 
Maintenance Officer to travel 
around the estate – the 
Council’s Finance Committee 
have also considered this 
idea. 

   

Purchase of a water 
bowser to assist with the 
watering of the planters 
and planting on the 
Town Council estate. 

Potentially stored at 
the EP gardeners 
shed. 

To help with the watering of 
the newly planted trees and 
potted trees on the Town 
Council estate.  

   



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions    

Allotments Duty to provide allotments. 
Small Holding & Allotments Act 
1908, ss. 23, 26, and 42 

 

Power to improve and adapt 
land for allotments, and to 
let grazing rights 

 

   
Baths and 
washhouses 

Power to provide public 
baths and washhouses 

Public Health Act 1936, ss. 221, 
222, 223 and 227 

   

Burial grounds, 
cemeteries and 
crematoria 

Power to acquire and 
maintain 

Open Spaces Act 1906, Ss 9 and 
10; Local Government Act 1972, s. 
214; Parish Councils and Burial 
Authorities(Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1970, s. 1 

 Power to provide 
Local Government Act 1972, s. 
214(6) 

 
Power to agree to maintain 
monuments and memorials 

 

 
Power to contribute towards 
expenses of cemeteries 

 

   

Bus shelters 
Power to provide and 
maintain shelters 

Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provision) Act 
1953, s. 4 

Bye-laws 
Power to make bye-laws in 
regard to pleasure grounds 

Public Health Act 1875, s. 164 

 Cycle parks 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, 
s.57(7) 

 Baths and washhouses Public Health Act 1936, s.223 

 
Open spaces and burial 
grounds 

Open Spaces Act 1906, s.15 

 
Mortuaries and post-
mortem rooms 

Public Health Act 1936, s.198 

   

Clocks 
Power to provide public 
clocks 

Parish Councils Act 1957, s.2 

   



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions 

Closed churchyards Powers as to maintenance Local Government Act 1972, s.215 
   

Common pastures 
Powers in relation to 
providing common pasture 

Smallholdings and Allotments 
Act 1908, s.34 

   

Conference facilities 

Power to provide and 
encourage the use of 
facilities 

Local Government Act 1972, s.144 

   

Community centres 

Power to provide and equip 
buildings for use of clubs 
having athletic, social or 
recreational objectives 

Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
1976 s.19 

   

Crime prevention 

Powers to install and 
maintain equipment and 
establish and maintain a 
scheme for detection or 
prevention of crime 

Local Government and Rating 
Act 1997, s.31 

 
Power to contribute to police 
services e.g. PCSOs 

Police Act 1996, s.92 

 

Duty on Parish Councils to 
consider crime reduction in 
every policy and action 

s17 Crime and Disorder Act 1998 
(as amended) 

   

Drainage 
Power to deal with ponds 
and ditches 

Public Health Act 1936, s.260 

   

Dogs 
Power to make a Dog 
Control Order 

Cleaner Neighbourhoods and 
Environment Act 2005 

 

Power to take enforcement 
action against those who 
commit an offence against 
a Dog Control Order 

 

   
Entertainment and the 
arts 

Provision of entertainment 
and support of the arts 

Local Government Act 1972, s.145 

   



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions 

Flyposting and Graffiti 

Power to take enforcement 
action against those that 
flypost or graffiti 

Cleaner Neighbourhoods and 
Environment Act 2005 

   
Gifts Power to accept Local Government Act 1972, s.139 
   

Highways 
Power to maintain footpaths 
and bridle-ways 

Highways Act 1980, ss.43,50 

 
Power to light roads and 
public places 

Parish Councils Act 1957, s.3; 

 Provision of litter bins Highways Act 1980, s.301 

 

Powers to provide parking 
places for bicycles and 
motor-cycles, and other 
vehicles 

 

 

Power to enter into 
agreement as to dedication 
and widening 

Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6 

 
Power to provide roadside 
seats and shelters 

Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, 
ss.57,63 

  Highways Act 1980, ss.30,72 

 

Consent of parish council 
required for ending 
maintenance of highway at 
public expense, or for 
stopping up or diversion of 
highway 

Parish Councils Act 1957, s.1 

 

Power to complain to 
highway authority as to 
unlawful stopping up or 
obstruction of highway or 
unlawful encroachment on 
roadside wastes 

Highways Act 1980, ss.47,116 



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions 

 

Power to provide traffic 
signs and other objects or 
devices warning of danger 

Highways Act 1980, s.130 

 

Power to plant trees and lay 
out grass verges etc. and to 
maintain them 

Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, 
s.72 

  Highways Act 1980, s.96 
   

Investments 

Power to participate in 
schemes of collective 
investment 

Trustee Investments Act 1961, s.11 

   

Land 

Power to acquire by 
agreement, to appropriate, 
to dispose of 

Local Government Act 1972, 
ss.124, 126, 127 

 Power to accept gifts of land Local Government Act 1972, s.139 
   
Litter Provision of receptacles Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6 

 

Power to take enforcement 
action against those that 
litter 

Cleaner Neighbourhoods and 
Environment Act 2005 

   

Lotteries Powers to promote 
Lotteries and Amusements Act 
1976, s.7 

   

Mortuaries and post 
mortem rooms 

Powers to provide 
mortuaries and post 
mortem rooms 

Public Health Act 1936, s.198 

   

Open spaces 
Power to acquire land and 
maintain 

Public Health Act 1875, s.164 Open 
Spaces Act 1906, ss.9 and 10 

   

Parish documents 
Powers to direct as to their 
custody 

Local Government Act 1972, s.226 

   

Telecommunications 
facilities 

Power to pay public 
telecommunications 
operators any loss 
sustained providing 
telecommunication facilities 

Telecommunications Act 1984, 
s.97 

   



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions 

Public buildings and 
village hall 

Power to provide buildings 
for public meetings and 
assemblies 

Local Government Act 1972, s.133 

      
Public conveniences Power to provide Public Health Act 1936, s.87 
   

Sustainable 
communities 

Able to be represented on a 
panel of representatives to 
be consulted on proposals 
that would contribute to 
sustainable communities 

Sustainable Communities Act 
2007 

   
Town and country 
planning 

Right to be notified of 
planning applications 

Town and Country Planning Act 
1990, Sched.1, para. 8 

   

Tourism 

Power to encourage visitors 
and provide conference and 
other facilities 

Local Government Act 1972, s.144 

   

Traffic calming 

Powers to contribute 
financially to traffic calming 
schemes 

Highways Act 1980, s.274A 

   

Transport 

Powers in relation to car-
sharing schemes, taxi fare 
concessions and 
information about transport 

Local Government and Rating 
Act 1997, s.26, 28 and 29 

 
Powers to make grants for 
bus services 

Transport Act 1985, s.106A 

   

War memorials 

Power to maintain, repair, 
protect and alter war 
memorials 

War Memorials (Local Authorities' 
Powers) Act 1923, s.1; as extended 
by Local Government Act 1948, 
s.133 

Water supply 

Power to utilise well, spring 
or stream and to provide 
facilities for obtaining water 
from them 

Public Health Act 1936, s.125 

   

Well-Being 
Power to well-being of the 
area (for eligible councils) 

s2 and 4 of the Local 
Government Act 2000 (as 



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions 

amended by Part 4 of the Local 
Government and Public 
Involvement in Health Act 2007) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
Item 361 
To consider how excess overland flow of rainwater could be controlled and utilised in 
Woodridge.  
 

The Chair has provided the following introduction to this item, which follows a reference to 
attenuation tanks under the Market Square at item 354: 

 

Here's one from me - when we get heavy showers and water is running in the streets, I have seen that a 
lot of it doesn't go down the drains (I even tried to video some recently).  As an adaptation to climate 
change and heavier rain, I wondered about getting a professional investigation done into dealing with 
surface water better - considering repositioning drain openings, attenuation tank under Market Hill, 
finding other places to dump water instead of the street; and what would be the effect on the sewers 
of taking more surface water (would there be more sewage overflows into the river)?  So the bid is for 
the investigation, which would report on how much any such improvements might cost (and maybe 
where we could try and get the funding from).   

Members are asked to consider how excess overland flow of rainwater could be 
controlled and utilised in Woodridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
Item 362 
To consider a Committee response to consultations. 

The Chair has provided links to two consultations which this Committee may wish to 
consider making a representation: 

DEFRA are consulting on the draft Producer Responsibility Obligations Regulations 2024 
which followed previous consultations in 2019 and 2021 on placing responsibility on 
businesses for the environmental impact of their packaging. Closes 9 
October. Consultation on the draft Producer Responsibility Obligations (Packaging and 
Packaging Waste) Regulations 2024 - Defra - Citizen Space 

The online questionnaire begins from page 9 of 27.  
 
DLUHC are consulting on proposed amendments to the Boiler Upgrade Scheme which 
covers grants the costs of replacing fossil fuel heating systems with a heat pump or 
biomass boiler. Closes 12 October Proposed amendments to the Boiler Upgrade Scheme 
Regulations - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 

This is a four-page online questionnaire so could be completed at the meeting.  

Members are asked to consider if they wish to respond to the above detailed 
consultations.  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fconsult.defra.gov.uk%2fextended-producer-responsibiity-team%2fconsultation-on-the-draft-producer-responsibility%2f&c=E,1,AhckxA4Z4HEm-WJbAp0eibMJPDu8Sd6rT_YCIh5bXGerMYOAxzHteC83WhfyAntZcFKEGRc-GDQn2IARKYslESZA-P3Q-kko0JGhMOPARg,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fconsult.defra.gov.uk%2fextended-producer-responsibiity-team%2fconsultation-on-the-draft-producer-responsibility%2f&c=E,1,AhckxA4Z4HEm-WJbAp0eibMJPDu8Sd6rT_YCIh5bXGerMYOAxzHteC83WhfyAntZcFKEGRc-GDQn2IARKYslESZA-P3Q-kko0JGhMOPARg,,&typo=1
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-amendments-to-the-boiler-upgrade-scheme-regulations
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-amendments-to-the-boiler-upgrade-scheme-regulations
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