
 

 

 

To Members of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee 

Cllr Adelson Cllr. O’ Nolan Cllr. Rogerson 
Cllr. Walsh Cllr. Wilks  

 
and Non-Council Members 

 
R. Berry J. Healey J. Pulsford 
J. Valentine P. Watson  

 
You are hereby summoned to attend the Meeting of the Climate and Ecological Emergency 
Committee to be held at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 9th August at 7pm 
 

 

   Greg Diaper 
   Town Clerk  
   4th August 2023 

Public Attendance 

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend.  The public will be invited to give 
their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda, or raise issues for 
consideration of inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to 30 minutes duration. 

The Town Council, members of the public and press may record/ film or broadcast this 
meeting when the press and public are not lawfully excluded. Any member of the public who 
attends this meeting is advised that the Town Council cannot control 3rd party recording. 

Agenda 

229. Apologies 
 

230. Declarations of interest 
To receive any declarations of interest and to consider requests for dispensations 
from Members on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest, other 
registerable or non-registerable interest.  
 

231. Public question time 



  
For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at a 
future meeting of the Council. Fifteen minutes maximum.   
 

232. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 14th June 2023 
 

233. To appoint Non-Council Members to the Committee.  
 

234. To consider a request from Transition Woodbridge for funding toward a Harvest 
Event on Whisstocks Place.   
 

235. To consider a request regarding a donation to the Suffolk Wildlife Trust ‘Martlesham 
Wilds’ appeal.    
 

236. To consider whether to assist the Deben Estuary Partnership in order to formulate 
the updated Deben Estuary plan. 

 

237. To appoint Members as delegates to attend the Woodbridge Climate Action event 
on August 30th.  
 

238. To consider a ‘Committee giveaway’ of Bee Café planters.   
 

239. To consider the requirement for a ‘Tree Protection Order’ Working Party.  
 

240. To receive an update from the Working Parties of the Committee.  
 

241. To consider project funding requests for the 2024/25 Financial Year.    
 

242. To discuss the use of glyphosate based herbicides on the Town Council estate.   
 

243. Closure.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee held at the 
Shire Hall on Wednesday 14th June 2023 at 5pm 
 
Councillors:   
 
Present:  E O’Nolan, T Rogerson, C Walsh and M Wilks 
 
Non-Council  
Members: Rob Berry, Jane Healey, Jan Pulsford and Jonathan Valentine  
 
Apologies:  D Adelson and Pam Watson 
  
In Attendance: Town Clerk, Alexis Morcrette (Defra Recovery Scheme), Councillor 

Saunders and Councillor Leach 
 

86. To elect the Chair of Committee for the Civic Year 2023/24 
 
The Committee elected Councillor Adelson as the Chair of the Woodbridge Town 
Council Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee for the Civic Year 
2023/24. 
 

87. To elect the Deputy Chair of Committee for the Civic Year 2023/24 
 
The Committee elected Councillor Wilks as the Vice Chair of the Woodbridge 
Town Council Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee for the Civic Year 
2023/24. 
 

88. Apologies for Absence  
 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Adelson and Pam 
Watson. 
 

89. To receive Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no Declarations of Interest. 

90. Public Question Time 
A member of the public spoke the committee regarding the Defra ‘Landscape 
Recovery Scheme’ 
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91. To agree and approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 7th March 2023 
 
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held 7th March 2023 were 
approved. 
 
Councillor Sanders raised issues regarding Elmhurst Park and the large areas of 
bare earth which require planting / sustainable maintenance. 
 

92. To appoint Non-Council Members to the Committee 
 
The Committee agreed to appoint Rob Berry, Jane Healey, Jan Pulsford, Pam 
Watson and Jonathan Valentine as Non-Council members to the Woodbridge 
Town Council Climate Ecological Emergency Committee. 
 

93. To note the current working parties of the Committee and receive verbal and 
written updates from Members 
 
Trees and re-wilding ‘Wilding the Avenues’ project is progressing. Flyers are soon 
to be produced and distributed to Edwin Avenue and Warwick Avenue residents. 
 
The Town Clerk asked to invite Rachel Smyth-Lyte and Tom Daley to attend the 
next meeting of the Committee. 
 
eBike – The ebike hire scheme has now launched at Whisstocks Place. More 
advertising needed to promote the service on offer. 
Water Harvesting – Discussion ongoing regarding permission to install a 1000 
litre ‘IBC’ tank at Kingston Field. The Town Clerk was asked to seek quotes for the 
installation of an ‘IBC’ in Elmhurst Park. 
 
Earth Protector Town- Solar Panels and single use plastics. 
The Town Clerk has met with companies and should soon receive quotes for the 
installation of panels on the Kingston Pavillion and Longshed. 
 

94. To receive a verbal update on the work to achieve FairTrade status for 
Woodbridge 
 
The Committee received a verbal update on the work to achieve FairTrade status 
for Woodbridge.  
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                                  Councillor Adelson 
                         Chair 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

95. To consider a request from SALC to provide information regarding successful 
climate-based initiatives 
 
Councillor Adelson was asked to formulate a response to the SALC questionnaire. 
 

96 To receive a verbal report from the Woodbridge Climate Action Centre 
 
Councillor O’Nolan provided a verbal report on the progress of the Woodbridge 
Climate Action Centres work on the Climate Adaption Plan for Woodbridge Town 
Council.  
Woodbridge Climate Action will provide dates for a project meeting. 
 

97. To consider the maintenance requirements of Broomheath 
 
The Committee agreed to wait until the receipt of the Climate Adaptation Plan 
before further considering Broomheath. 
 

98. Closure  
 
The meeting was closed 6.53pm.  
 



  
Item 233 
To appoint Non-Council Members to the Committee. 
 
At the June meeting of the Committee five Non-Council members were appointed (listed on 
page 1 of the agenda). All five were previous incumbents from the 2019-2023 Civic Year, 
whilst the sixth Non-Council member from last year has at the current time not responded 
to emails from the Town Clerk enquiring of her interest in being re-appointed.  
 
In order that the Committee has a full complement of Non-Council members, this item 
provides the Committee to opportunity to appoint a new Non-Council member if any 
applications are received – at the time of writing no applications have been received, 
however a number of individuals have expressed an interest in the position.  
 
Members are asked to consider applications received from potential new Non-Council 
members of the Committee, and vote on an appointment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Item 234 
To consider a request from Transition Woodbridge for funding toward a Harvest Event on 
Whisstocks Place.   
 
The Town Clerk received the following email on July 6th from Transition Woodbridge: 
 
Hello Greg 

For Earth Day in April the CEEC gave Jan Pulsford and Transi�on Woodbridge funding of £700. As you know we're 
proposing to have another Harvest celebra�on showcasing some local food producers in our Local Food leaflet and 
the necessity for food security as well as environmental stalls such as SWT.  We're hoping to team up with Ben 
Osborne for music.  Would the commitee be able to fund £700 again?  

Thanks for your considera�on  

Jane  

Jane Healey  

CoSecretary  

 
This Committee did provide funding for the Earth Day 2023 event as detailed in the 
communication, and the relevant is provided below: 
 
599. To consider how this Committee can be involved with Earth Day 2023. 

 
The Committee agreed to support and promote an environmental/ local food producers 
event/ market to coincide with Earth Day 2023, and to cover the costs incurred by Transition 
Woodbridge and Jan Pulsford, up to a total value of £700, payable from the 2023/24 CEE 
budget (5250) 
 

 

Members are asked to consider a request from Transition Woodbridge for funding toward 
a Harvest Event on Whisstocks Place.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



  
Item 235 
To consider a request regarding a donation to the Suffolk Wildlife Trust ‘Martlesham 
Wilds’ appeal.    
 
The Chair and Town Clerk received the following email from Jane Healey, Non-Council 
member and Honorary Freewoman of Woodbridge: 
 
Hello David and Greg 

I'm wondering if WTC CEEC could consider giving another £1000 to Martlesham Wilds or smaller sum to help them 
reach their target? 

Kind regards  

Jane Healey  

 
At the time of writing (03.08.23), the Suffolk Wildlife Trust website shows the current position 
of the appeal: 
 

 
 
£1000 has been donated to the appeal following the below decision taken at the December 
meeting of the Committee.  
 
526. 

 

 

To consider a donation to the Suffolk Wildlife Trust.  
 
The Committee agreed a donation of £1000 to the Suffolk Wildlife Trust, payable from the 
CEEC budget (5250).  

 
 
Members are asked to consider a request regarding a donation to the Suffolk Wildlife 
Trust ‘Martlesham Wilds’ appeal.    
 



  
Item 236 
To consider whether to assist the Deben Estuary Partnership in order to formulate the 
updated Deben Estuary plan. 

The Chair received the following communication from the Interim Chair of the Deben 
Estuary Partnership, Mr Thomas Yeung: 

Dear David  
  
We write to you now in your capacity as a Woodbridge Town Councillor and chair of the Climate and 
Ecological Emergency Committee and member of the Planning Committee.   
  
As you may know, the Deben Estuary Partnership (DEP) was formed in 2008 as a representative network of 
stakeholders and the wider estuary community, and was tasked with creating an integrated plan to that 
reflects the concerns and aspirations of our members and which protects and safeguards the future of the 
estuary for the benefit of all.  The partnership includes representatives from key stakeholders such as Suffolk 
Coasts and Heaths AONB, the Environment Agency, Natural England, East Suffolk Council, as well as from 
local special interest groups (e.g. Waldringfield Wildlife Group, River Deben Association), residents, 
businesses and landowners. 
  
DEP published the first Deben Estuary Plan in April 2015, which primarily considered the issue of flood risk 
management, but also provided an integrated approach to the management of the broader estuary valley 
and coastal zone.  This was approved by the Environment Agency and (with the Suffolk Coastal Local Plan) 
has been accepted as Planning Guidance by the relevant planning authorities. 

We are now in the process of developing a revised and updated Deben Estuary Plan, which will build on the 
previous work but with a specific focus on ‘Change – climate, community and culture’, and we are trying to 
ensure that our members are representative of all the stakeholders. 

We recognise the importance of Woodbridge Town Council, and believe that your collective experience and 
opinions would be most valuable in the development of our new Estuary Plan. Would Woodbridge Town 
Council be willing to participate in shaping, developing and/or reviewing the new Estuary Plan as it 
evolves over the next several months?   As well as having a small Steering Group that actually drafts the 
document, we plan regular update meetings for all stakeholders to share our current thinking and to listen to 
feedback and comments so our final Plan truly reflects the interests and concerns of all our members. 

Here is a link to our website (www.debenestuarypartnership.org) and to the most recent (2015) version of the 
Estuary Plan (https://debenestuarypartnership.org/index.php/deben-estuary-plan/)   

Please call/email me if you have any questions, and please confirm whether you (or someone else) would 
be the most appropriate person from WTC that we should keep informed.  

Thank you. 
Thomas Yeung, Interim Chair 
Deben Estuary Partnership 

The current/ most recent version of the Deben Estuary Plan is uploaded to SharePoint as a 
separate document (108 pages). 

Members are asked to consider whether to assist the Deben Estuary Partnership in order 
to formulate the updated Deben Estuary plan. 

 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.debenestuarypartnership.org%2f&c=E,1,qY908vJFgq8O-FnIGlxr8io3QFVPHYvsYY2_7GPQNmic9rn1OF8GkMWO7bqfoxbNagwiXeClSZ1wlT5qioy1nOFKLY0pLvIO6LugYTzx63-FeM-1xDtYsjM,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdebenestuarypartnership.org%2findex.php%2fdeben-estuary-plan%2f&c=E,1,jBzlsBvKn7EBipQNH0v-chefgZb9uPT5b1Dywq_fVYVStjEhHldh9Ob6ohy_FSyGQIjE8fJyQgwqt8KVzYmsPxN1Usslzfrhlzi4kGG6IV5qc9AA2KJY&typo=1


  
Item 237 
To appoint Members as delegates to attend the Woodbridge Climate Action event on 
August 30th.  

The Woodbridge Climate Action Centre is organised an event on Wednesday 30th August: 

Adap�ve ac�on planning for Climate Change and Green Infrastructure 

Workshop 30th August 2023 

A cluster of parishes west of the �dal Deben in the AONB and adjacent areas, with their linked habitat and shared 
concerns, is holding a one-day community planning workshop at 9am - 4.30pm on Wednesday 30th August 
2023.  The aim is to engage with key stakeholders to develop ideas for coordinated and targeted ac�on to improve 
green infrastructure for the parishes involved, Brightwell (with Foxhall and Purdis Farm), Hemley, Kesgrave, 
Martlesham, Newbourne, Rushmere and Waldringfield, Woodbridge and Melton. 

The workshop will be delivered by Woodbridge Climate Ac�on Centre.  It is being hosted by the community 
group Greener Waldringfield and is supported by local parish councils,  and East Suffolk Council Greenprint Forum. 
Key stakeholders are being approached to ensure well-informed input and robust and deliverable outcomes. Those 
invited include u�lity providers, farmers, individual and representa�ve conserva�onists as well as parish, district and 
county councillors and officers. 

Professor Peter Hobson, Professor of Biodiversity, Conserva�on and Sustainability at Writle University will lead the 
day.  A major focus will be on natural connec�vity across the area.  This will be at landscape scale, spanning 
protected land eg exis�ng SSSIs, urban areas, public commons and greens and the farming hinterland – and 
spreading into private spaces. 

 The hope is that this will lead to a nature recovery strategy for the parish councils covering this and 
neighbouring areas that will dovetail with the higher county level plans for biodiversity net gain as that also emerges. 

• Wednesday 30th August, 2023 from 8.45 for 9.00 a.m. un�l 4.30 p.m.Waldringfield Village Hall – parking on 
site  

• Lunch provided by Greener Waldringfield volunteers (£5.00 cash per head, payable on the day)  
• Please complete and return the atached form ASAP  
• Price £250.00, which covers two atendees. (This funding has already been approved and paid to WCAC) 

Betsy Reid 

Secretary Greener Waldringfield and Inter-parish Green Infrastructure working group.  

 

Members are asked to delegates to attend the Woodbridge Climate Action event on 
August 30th.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
Item 238 
To consider a ‘Committee giveaway’ of Bee Café planters.   

The Amenities Committee and Full Council have recently considered the installation of ‘Bee 
Café’ planters in the town. Full Council committed to purchasing two planters for installation 
on the Council estate, and also requested that this Committee consider organising a public 
giveaway: 

200. To consider a request from the Amenities Committee regarding the installation 
of planters on the Thoroughfare and Market Hill 
 
The Council noted the advice received from the Highways Authority regarding the 
installation of planters (bee cafes) on the Thoroughfare.  
 
The Council agreed at the current time not to support an application from 
Transition Woodbridge, subject to the success of a trial of the planters on the Town 
Council estate – The Town Clerk was asked to purchase two planters from Mr 
Martin (payable from the Amenities Committee budget 5100), for placement on the 
Council estate.  
 
The Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee were asked to consider 
organising a public ‘giveaway’ of the planters.  
 

 

The Bee Café planters are produced by Mr Paul Martin - More information on Mr Martin’s 
work can be found on this website, which includes a detailed description and many photos 
of the Bee Cafes: 
 
https://www.readersheds.co.uk/share.cfm?shareshed=8301  
 

In readiness for this item the Town Clerk has enquired of Mr Martin how many bee cafes 
could be produced for £1000: 

3) The Bee Cafe Giveaway project would use the Residen�al version - customer trials are now successfully complete 
and resulted in 10 design changes. The updated design costs £14-£17 depending on op�ons selected (Bug Hotel, 
Shelf, Frog Ramp). £1000 would secure 60 Residen�al Bee Cafes. 

A public giveaway takes significant time to organise – whilst the Council’s Officers can 
organise the advertisement and allocation of the planters, Members may be required to host 
giveaway mornings in one of the Council’s parks.  

 

Members are asked to consider a ‘Committee giveaway’ of Bee Café planters.   

 

https://www.readersheds.co.uk/share.cfm?shareshed=8301


  
Item 239 
To consider the requirement for a ‘Tree Preservation Order’ Working Party.  

The Council’s Planning Committee considers planning applications for the felling or 
maintenance work to trees with a ‘Tree Preservation Order’.  

The East Suffolk Council website provides more guidance on TPO’s, which are defined as: 

A Tree Preservation Order (TPO) is an order made by the local planning authority which 
makes it an offence to cut down, top, lop, uproot, wilfully damage or wilfully destroy a tree 
without the planning authority’s permission. 

The purpose of a Tree Preservation Order is to protect trees that make a significant impact 
on their local surroundings. 

All types of trees can be covered by a Tree Preservation Order, including hedgerow trees, 
and it can cover anything from a single tree to woodlands. 

East Suffolk Council also provide an online GIS website showing the location of TPO’d trees 
and areas of trees, and screenshot from which is provided below: 

 

The Woodland Trust website provides guidance on how to get a TPO on a tree.  

At a recent meeting the Planning Committee asked this Committee to again consider the 
means for compiling a list of specimen trees or groups of trees in the Parish of Woodbridge 
which the Committee believe would benefit from the protection of a TPO.  

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning/design-conservation-ecology-trees-landscape-and-rights-of-way/trees-and-landscape/tree-preservation-orders-tpos/
https://mymaps.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/portal/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=0ec5fb549c7a42368c5174f3b517e81f
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/protecting-trees-and-woods/campaign-with-us/campaign-in-your-community/tree-preservation-orders/


  
Examples of specimen trees in the parish without protection include the London Plane in the 
Oak Lane car park, the Copper Beech on Kingston Field, and the many fine oaks in Elmhurst 
Park.   

The compiling and mapping of a list of specimen trees would represent a significant yet 
highly beneficial project for the Committee, and therefore Members are asked to consider 
the requirement for a ‘Tree Preservation Order’ Working Party.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
Item 240 
To receive an update from the Working Parties of the Committee.  

The current Working Parties of this Committee are: 
 
Trees and Re-wilding 
eBike/ Modal Shift  
Water Harvesting 
Earth Protector Towns (Solar Harvesting and Single Use plastics). 
 
Members are to receive an update from the Working Parties of the Committee.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Item 240 
To consider project funding requests for the 2024/25 Financial Year.    

Sec�on 3.1 of the Council’s Financial Regula�ons state: 

(Each Committee) shall thereafter formulate and submit proposals for the following financial year to 
the Finance Committee not later than the end of October each year, including any proposals for revising 
the forecast. A suggested template for forecasting will be provided to the relevant committees. 
 
Last year, this Committee proposed the e-Bike hire scheme as its project funding request to 
the Finance Committee, which now represents the largest single project the Council will 
undertaken in the current financial year.  
 
For new Members, the spending proposed at this point is separate from which would be 
funded from the Committee’s own budget – these would be standalone projects in the 
Council’s budget, represented by a unique account code.  However, the Finance Committee 
may (and have in the past) recommend that smaller projects be funded from the 
Committee’s own budget as means to reduce the impact on the Council’s precept request.  
 
This item therefore provides Members with the first opportunity to discuss potential projects 
to be recommended to the Finance Committee. The template referenced in section 3.1 is 
provided overleaf.  
 
Woodbridge Town Council, through the qualifications held by the Town Clerk are able to 
adopt the ‘General Power of Competence’, a broad power that enables local authorities in 
England and Wales to do anything that an individual can do, provided that it is not prohibited 
by law. It would be wise however to consider the broad list of statutory provision provided to 
Local Council’s to ensure any potential project is broadly defined that list.  
 
Members are asked to consider project funding requests for the 2024/25 Financial Year.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   



 

Section 3.1 of the Council’s Financial Regulations states that Committees must submit requests for funding in the forthcoming 
years budget to the Finance Committee no later than the end of October. The Finance Committee will consider requests only 
with supporting information including quotations, reports from experts etc. The decision of the Finance Committee whether or 
not to include project funding within the budget is final.  

 

Committee                                     Chair 

 
 

Climate and Ecological Emergency Cllr David Adelson 

 

     

 

Project Location Requirement Requested budget 
funding 

Anticipated yearly 
maintenance 

Notes 

    
  

  

      

      



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions    

Allotments Duty to provide allotments. 
Small Holding & Allotments Act 
1908, ss. 23, 26, and 42 

 

Power to improve and adapt 
land for allotments, and to 
let grazing rights 

 

   
Baths and 
washhouses 

Power to provide public 
baths and washhouses 

Public Health Act 1936, ss. 221, 
222, 223 and 227 

   

Burial grounds, 
cemeteries and 
crematoria 

Power to acquire and 
maintain 

Open Spaces Act 1906, Ss 9 and 
10; Local Government Act 1972, s. 
214; Parish Councils and Burial 
Authorities(Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1970, s. 1 

 Power to provide 
Local Government Act 1972, s. 
214(6) 

 
Power to agree to maintain 
monuments and memorials 

 

 
Power to contribute towards 
expenses of cemeteries 

 

   

Bus shelters 
Power to provide and 
maintain shelters 

Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provision) Act 
1953, s. 4 

Bye-laws 
Power to make bye-laws in 
regard to pleasure grounds 

Public Health Act 1875, s. 164 

 Cycle parks 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, 
s.57(7) 

 Baths and washhouses Public Health Act 1936, s.223 

 
Open spaces and burial 
grounds 

Open Spaces Act 1906, s.15 

 
Mortuaries and post-
mortem rooms 

Public Health Act 1936, s.198 

   

Clocks 
Power to provide public 
clocks 

Parish Councils Act 1957, s.2 

   



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions 

Closed churchyards Powers as to maintenance Local Government Act 1972, s.215 
   

Common pastures 
Powers in relation to 
providing common pasture 

Smallholdings and Allotments 
Act 1908, s.34 

   

Conference facilities 

Power to provide and 
encourage the use of 
facilities 

Local Government Act 1972, s.144 

   

Community centres 

Power to provide and equip 
buildings for use of clubs 
having athletic, social or 
recreational objectives 

Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
1976 s.19 

   

Crime prevention 

Powers to install and 
maintain equipment and 
establish and maintain a 
scheme for detection or 
prevention of crime 

Local Government and Rating 
Act 1997, s.31 

 
Power to contribute to police 
services e.g. PCSOs 

Police Act 1996, s.92 

 

Duty on Parish Councils to 
consider crime reduction in 
every policy and action 

s17 Crime and Disorder Act 1998 
(as amended) 

   

Drainage 
Power to deal with ponds 
and ditches 

Public Health Act 1936, s.260 

   

Dogs 
Power to make a Dog 
Control Order 

Cleaner Neighbourhoods and 
Environment Act 2005 

 

Power to take enforcement 
action against those who 
commit an offence against 
a Dog Control Order 

 

   
Entertainment and the 
arts 

Provision of entertainment 
and support of the arts 

Local Government Act 1972, s.145 

   



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions 

Flyposting and Graffiti 

Power to take enforcement 
action against those that 
flypost or graffiti 

Cleaner Neighbourhoods and 
Environment Act 2005 

   
Gifts Power to accept Local Government Act 1972, s.139 
   

Highways 
Power to maintain footpaths 
and bridle-ways 

Highways Act 1980, ss.43,50 

 
Power to light roads and 
public places 

Parish Councils Act 1957, s.3; 

 Provision of litter bins Highways Act 1980, s.301 

 

Powers to provide parking 
places for bicycles and 
motor-cycles, and other 
vehicles 

 

 

Power to enter into 
agreement as to dedication 
and widening 

Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6 

 
Power to provide roadside 
seats and shelters 

Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, 
ss.57,63 

  Highways Act 1980, ss.30,72 

 

Consent of parish council 
required for ending 
maintenance of highway at 
public expense, or for 
stopping up or diversion of 
highway 

Parish Councils Act 1957, s.1 

 

Power to complain to 
highway authority as to 
unlawful stopping up or 
obstruction of highway or 
unlawful encroachment on 
roadside wastes 

Highways Act 1980, ss.47,116 



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions 

 

Power to provide traffic 
signs and other objects or 
devices warning of danger 

Highways Act 1980, s.130 

 

Power to plant trees and lay 
out grass verges etc. and to 
maintain them 

Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, 
s.72 

  Highways Act 1980, s.96 
   

Investments 

Power to participate in 
schemes of collective 
investment 

Trustee Investments Act 1961, s.11 

   

Land 

Power to acquire by 
agreement, to appropriate, 
to dispose of 

Local Government Act 1972, 
ss.124, 126, 127 

 Power to accept gifts of land Local Government Act 1972, s.139 
   
Litter Provision of receptacles Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6 

 

Power to take enforcement 
action against those that 
litter 

Cleaner Neighbourhoods and 
Environment Act 2005 

   

Lotteries Powers to promote 
Lotteries and Amusements Act 
1976, s.7 

   

Mortuaries and post 
mortem rooms 

Powers to provide 
mortuaries and post 
mortem rooms 

Public Health Act 1936, s.198 

   

Open spaces 
Power to acquire land and 
maintain 

Public Health Act 1875, s.164 Open 
Spaces Act 1906, ss.9 and 10 

   

Parish documents 
Powers to direct as to their 
custody 

Local Government Act 1972, s.226 

   

Telecommunications 
facilities 

Power to pay public 
telecommunications 
operators any loss 
sustained providing 
telecommunication facilities 

Telecommunications Act 1984, 
s.97 

   



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions 

Public buildings and 
village hall 

Power to provide buildings 
for public meetings and 
assemblies 

Local Government Act 1972, s.133 

      
Public conveniences Power to provide Public Health Act 1936, s.87 
   

Sustainable 
communities 

Able to be represented on a 
panel of representatives to 
be consulted on proposals 
that would contribute to 
sustainable communities 

Sustainable Communities Act 
2007 

   
Town and country 
planning 

Right to be notified of 
planning applications 

Town and Country Planning Act 
1990, Sched.1, para. 8 

   

Tourism 

Power to encourage visitors 
and provide conference and 
other facilities 

Local Government Act 1972, s.144 

   

Traffic calming 

Powers to contribute 
financially to traffic calming 
schemes 

Highways Act 1980, s.274A 

   

Transport 

Powers in relation to car-
sharing schemes, taxi fare 
concessions and 
information about transport 

Local Government and Rating 
Act 1997, s.26, 28 and 29 

 
Powers to make grants for 
bus services 

Transport Act 1985, s.106A 

   

War memorials 

Power to maintain, repair, 
protect and alter war 
memorials 

War Memorials (Local Authorities' 
Powers) Act 1923, s.1; as extended 
by Local Government Act 1948, 
s.133 

Water supply 

Power to utilise well, spring 
or stream and to provide 
facilities for obtaining water 
from them 

Public Health Act 1936, s.125 

   

Well-Being 
Power to well-being of the 
area (for eligible councils) 

s2 and 4 of the Local 
Government Act 2000 (as 



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions 

amended by Part 4 of the Local 
Government and Public 
Involvement in Health Act 2007) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
Item 242 
To discuss the use of glyphosate-based  herbicides on the Town Council estate.   

Glyphosate is a widely used herbicide due to its effectiveness in eradicating unwanted 
vegetation, but concerns have been raised about its potential impact on human health and 
the environment. The objective of this item is to assess the risks and benefits associated with 
glyphosate use and explore alternative weed management strategies that align with the 
Town Council's commitment to environmental sustainability and public health. 

The health risks associated with glyphosate weed killer have been a subject of significant 
debate and scientific research. Glyphosate is the active ingredient in many herbicides, 
including popular brands like Roundup. Here are some of the key health risks associated with 
glyphosate: 

Carcinogenicity: Glyphosate has been classified as "probably carcinogenic to humans" by 
the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC), which is a part of the World Health 
Organization (WHO). This classification was based on evidence from animal studies and 
limited evidence from human studies linking glyphosate exposure to certain types of cancer, 
particularly non-Hodgkin lymphoma. 

Endocrine Disruption: Some studies suggest that glyphosate may have endocrine-
disrupting effects, which can interfere with the hormonal systems in animals and humans. 
These disruptions may have implications for reproductive health, development, and 
metabolism. 

Respiratory Irritation: Prolonged exposure to glyphosate can lead to respiratory irritation, 
especially for those who apply the herbicide without adequate protective gear. 

Skin and Eye Irritation: Direct contact with glyphosate can cause skin and eye irritation, 
leading to redness, itching, and discomfort. 

Potential Harm to the Microbiome: Some studies suggest that glyphosate may negatively 
impact the gut microbiome, which plays a crucial role in maintaining overall health. 

Developmental and Reproductive Effects: Glyphosate exposure during pregnancy or early 
childhood may have adverse effects on fetal development and childhood growth. Studies in 
animals have shown potential adverse impacts on reproduction and development. 

It's essential to note that the health risks associated with glyphosate are subject to ongoing 
research, and regulatory agencies in different countries have varying stances on its safety. 
Organizations such as the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the European 
Food Safety Authority (EFSA) have generally concluded that glyphosate is unlikely to pose a 
significant risk to human health when used according to label instructions. However, there 
are also studies and expert opinions that raise concerns about its potential risks. 

 



  
As with any chemical substance, it's crucial to follow proper handling and safety guidelines 
when using glyphosate or any herbicide. Individuals who work with glyphosate should use 
appropriate protective equipment, and consumers should carefully follow label instructions 
on commercial products. If you have specific health concerns or questions about 
glyphosate, it's best to consult with a healthcare professional or environmental expert. 

The Town Council’s current Ground Maintenance Contract has a number of references to 
the use of contact herbicide: 

‘Kill pernicious weeds with selective contact herbicide’ 

‘Herbicide: Suitable for suppressing perennial weeds’. 

‘Herbicide: Not to be used without specific CA approval’. 

Contact herbicides are those that only affect the part of the weed that they “contact” They 
don't move into or affect any other part of a plant. They were the first herbicides used and 
surprisingly, they still are better at controlling some weeds than any other products that 
have been developed. 

For a council with a large estate such as WTC, herbicides can also offer numerous 
advantages: 

- Cost-effective weed control: Herbicides can be a cost-efficient way to manage weeds 
on a large scale, reducing the need for manual labour and repeated maintenance. 
 

- Improved aesthetics: Herbicides help maintain a neat and attractive appearance by 
controlling unwanted vegetation along roadsides, parks, and public areas. 

 

- Enhanced safety: Eliminating certain weeds with allergenic or toxic properties can 
enhance public safety and reduce health risks. 

 

- Easier maintenance: Herbicides can make it easier to manage large green spaces, 
reducing the burden on council staff and resources. Preventing weeds from encroaching 
on buildings, pathways, and other structures helps prolong their lifespan and reduces 
maintenance costs. 

 

- Biodiversity preservation: Targeted herbicide use can help protect native flora by 
controlling invasive species and promoting native plant growth. 

 

Members are asked to discuss the use of glyphosate-based herbicides on the Town 
Council estate.   

 

 


