
To Members of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee 

Cllr Adelson Cllr. Beck Cllr. O’ Nolan 
Cllr. Pegg Cllr. Rogerson Cllr. Walsh 

Cllr. Wilks 

and Non-Council Members 

R. Berry J. Healey J. Pulsford
D. McMillan M. Menhams P. Watson

You are hereby summoned to attend the Meeting of the Climate and Ecological Emergency 
Committee to be held at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 15th May at 7pm 

   Greg Diaper 
   Town Clerk  

 10th May 2024 
Public Attendance 

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend.  The public will be invited to give 
their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda, or raise issues for 
consideration of inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to fifteen minutes 
duration. 

The Town Council, members of the public and press may record/ film or broadcast this 
meeting when the press and public are not lawfully excluded. Any member of the public who 
attends this meeting is advised that the Town Council cannot control 3rd party recording. 

Agenda 

881. Apologies

882. Declarations of interest



  
To receive any declarations of interest and to consider requests for dispensations 
from Members on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest, other 
registerable or non-registerable interest.  
 

883. Public question time 
For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at a 
future meeting of the Council. Fifteen minutes maximum.   
 

884. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 10th April 2024.  
 
885. To receive an update from the Working Parties of the Committee. 

 
886. To propose items for inclusion in the monthly Committee press release.  
 
887. To review the Committee’s Statement of Purpose. 
 
888. Closure.  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Minutes of the meeting of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee held at the 
Shire Hall on Wednesday 10th April 2024 at 7pm 

Councillors: 

Present:  D Adelson, D Pegg, and M Wilks. 

Non-Council 
Members: Rob Berry, Jane Healey, Jan Pulsford and Diane McMillan.  

Apologies:  E Beck, E O’Nolan, T Rogerson, C Walsh, Mel Menhams and Pam Watson. 

In Attendance: Town Clerk. 

796. Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were approved from Councillors Beck, O’Nolan, Rogerson
and Walsh, and Non-Council members Berry, Menhams and Watson.

797. To receive Declarations of Interest

There were no Declarations of Interest.

798. Public Question Time

There were no members of the public present.

799. To agree and approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 27th March 2024

The minutes of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee meeting held
27th March 2024 were approved.

800. To receive an update from the Working Parties of the Committee

Trees and Re-wilding:
Kiln Farm Nursery have been approached regarding the supply of trees for 450th

Shire Hall anniversary giveaway.

eBike/ Modal Shift:
The Town Clerk reported that he had written to the Active Travel Woodbridge
project team as requested but had not received any response.
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Bee Café installation: 
The Town Clerk was asked to confirm with Mr Paul Martin that the project is 
complete, and if so, that the Working Party can be stood down.  
 
Herbicide: 
Nothing to report.  
 
Carbon Audit: 
The Town Clerk to complete the uploading of the data on the Greenly portal.  
 
Summer Event: 
The Working Party provided a verbal report from their meetings, advising the 
Committee of the plan to host an event on the same weekend as the Woodbridge 
Regatta.  
 
Overland Flow Monitoring: 
Nothing to report. The Chair shared a report from West Sussex District Council who 
had held a similar event that being planned by the Committee.  
 

801. To propose items for inclusion in the monthly Committee press release 
 
The Committee asked Cllr Wilks to consider the following items for inclusion: 
 
- Tree Planting on Kingston Field 
- Tree giveaway project 
- Woodbridge Swifts 
- Overland Flow Monitoring Event 

  
802. To review the Committee’s Statement of Purpose. 

 
The Committee proposed the following as the Committee’s Statement of Purpose, 
and agreed that all Members be in favour being it is adopted.  
 
Woodbridge Town Council Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee - 
Statement of Purpose 
 
- To build a resilient, robust and inclusive community in Woodbridge 
 
- To support the process of regenerating a healthy natural environment for our 
town. 
 
- To leave the best legacy that we can for future inhabitants (humans, wildlife etc) 
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                                  Councillor Adelson 
                         Chair 
 
 
 

 

- To actively involve the townsfolk in shared decisions regarding public assets.  
 
- To prepare our town to face the unravelling of old certainties and the 
accelerating frequency of emergencies. 
 
- To draw attention to the need for protection for inhabitants, ecosystems, homes 
and assets.  
 
- To direct Woodbridge towards making appropriate contributions to the global 
fight against climate chaos and ecosystem collapse. 
 
We will do this with: - a passion to make things better for us all; kindness and 
appreciation for the sharing of our best efforts, mutual support and 
encouragement; diligence on following up on what we say we will contribute; deep 
compassion for ourselves and others; opportunities for heartful social gatherings 
to celebrate and extend our neighbourliness in an inclusive manner that welcomes 
our diversity. 
 

803. To consider a creative writing project for young people. 
 
The Committee appointed Cllrs Wilks and Pegg and Non-Council Members 
Pulsford and McMillan to a Working Party to discuss a creative writing project for 
young people.  
 
The aims of the Working Party are to: 
- Recommend a prize fund 
- Suggest timescales and story brief 
- Communicate with the Youth Group Working Party.   
 

804. Closure  
 
The meeting was closed at 8.12pm 

 



  
Item 800 
To receive an update from the Working Parties of the Committee.  

The current Working Parties of this Committee are: 
 
Trees and Re-wilding (TPO investigation) 
 
From: Town Clerk <townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk>  
Sent: Monday, May 13, 2024 10:45 AM 
To: Rachel Smith-Lyte   
Subject: Area TPO for Woodbridge 

Dear Rachel,  
  
Woodbridge Town Council, via it’s Planning Committee, have long been concerned about the apparent disregard of 
the Planning Authority (East Suffolk Council) toward the removal of trees covered by Tree Preservation Orders (TPO), 
and trees located within the Woodbridge Conservation Area (TCA). We were even more disheartened to learn that 
after the felling of trees at the Castle Street open space, an area of land owned by the authority, that ESC can fell 
trees which are on its own land but within the Woodbridge Conservation Area, without the requirement to submit a 
TCA application.  
  
The Council’s Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee have been tasked by the Planning Committee to identify 
trees in Woodbridge which it considers would benefit from a TPO – the issue we have come up against with this 
approach is that the ESC Tree Officer has confirmed that only trees which appear to be at risk from felling can be 
covered by a new TPO – a fine specimen tree in Elmhurst Park for example, cannot be covered by a TPO.  
  
We therefore consider that a more pertinent solution is a blanket/ area preservation order covering the entire parish 
of Woodbridge.  This would mean that all works to trees in Woodbridge, however minor, would require planning 
permission. We hope that this would discourage the unnecessary removal of trees, which are important for carbon 
sequestration. 
  
As the ESC cabinet member for the environment, we request your advice and support regarding this proposal, which 
we suspect would be a first for Suffolk. Your thoughts on the matter would be greatly appreciated.  
  
Best 
  
Greg  
 

 
Dear Greg, 

This is grievous news to me – when did it happen please?   

You really don’t need to tell me about the importance of trees/trees in terms of carbon sequestra�on! I 
hope that you would know that as an ac�ve environmentalist of some 25 years standing I am absolutely 
against their loss, other than for maintenance for rare habitats such as heathland or because they are dead, 
although even then standing (and falledeadwood. 

Anyway a blanket TPO is certainly possible and in fact I would absolutely recommend you go ahead with 
this – I think the best officer to approach about this is Falcon Saunders: 

 

Falcon.saunders@eastsuffolk.gov.uk 

mailto:townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk
mailto:Falcon.saunders@eastsuffolk.gov.uk


  
Our Arboricultural and Landscape Officer in Planning Policy and Delivery and probably our most sympathetic 
officer.  Do please though copy me and Cllr Sally in (copied above) into your messages for obvious reasons. FYI 
Sally and I have swapped – she is now the main Environment PF holder. 

Best, 

Rachel Smith-Lyte| Deputy Cabinet member for the Environment 

 

eBike/ Modal Shift  
Herbicide 
 
I have recently writen again to DCllr Smith-Lyte to remind her of our ques�on about alterna�ves to 
glyphosate.  Previously, the latest I had from her was in February where she had said that this area is difficult and 
didn't men�on any effec�ve alterna�ve. 

 
Carbon Audit 
Summer event 
 
Our working party has now met on four occasions  
  
At the outset our brief was unclear; we were uncertain whether or not we were 
planning in relation to a summer conference. It began to emerge that if there was to 
be a collaboration with Woodbridge Cimate action centre, that would be more likely 
to happen in the autumn.  
  
We chose to focus on an outreach project and also to coincide as best we could with 
a ‘festival day’. We discovered that the Woodbridge regatta day coincided closely 
with World Ocean day June 7’th and began to plan what we might do to raise 
awareness of climate and ecological issues whilst taking advantage of easy access 
to the broad regatta demographic. We are still working on the ‘content’ but Jan had 
her collection of the Deben estuary films ready to re-run, Jane offered the “the 
ocean starts here” presentation and to use the event as an opportunity to play the 
TtW’s climate board game. Doreen suggested that we might collaborate with the 
surface water run-off working party and, if there are any plans to do surveys or 
consultations on the topic, that we could use this event to canvas opinions.  
Martin suggested that we might put together some information about Woodbridge 
being an earth protector town - as a WTC contribution. We had settled upon the 
mezzanine as our location and the room had been booked by Jan, who reported that 
WRT were delighted with our plan and intended to contribute.  
  
At our most recent meeting we had become aware of the sensitivity around the use 
of the room given that the space should be used for maritime related activities. From 
our perspective, a celebration of “world ocean day” would seem to meet that 
requirement? However these are the options that we subsequently explored and we 
request the CEEc to choose from our recommendations.  
  



  
1. Continue with our plans ensuring greater emphasis on the “World Ocean 
day” in the publicising.  
2. Make use of the “used to be the art club” building  
3. Negotiations with Ben Osborne have opened to explore possibilities for 
sharing the yard space  
4. Community hall  
5. WTC to withdraw from “World Ocean day” and WRT, TtW, and Jan to 
continue as planned  

  
Notes:  
Item 2 and 4 - would leave the ‘summer event’ shut away from the demographic we 
were hoping to reach and would likely drain away the enthusiasm of the would be 
organisers.  
  
So, CEEc, how shall we proceed?  
  
Martin  
 
Overland flow monitoring 
 
Limited response from AW.  I haven't heard anything from EA. I ini�ally suggested a couple of dates in May, these are 
now not possible; I've offered a choice of two dates in June with no response.  I've asked the Methodist church to 
hire us a room, and will follow up before the mee�ng.  I have suggested subject mater for the seminar - again there 
is no response yet. 

 
Creative Writing 
 
Members are asked to submit in writing any reports they wish to have considered at this 
item.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Item 801 
To propose items for inclusion in the monthly Committee press release.  
 
Cllr Wilks prepares a monthly press release which is submitted to the local free papers for 
publication, as well as being published on the Council’s social media. 
 
Members are asked to propose items for inclusion in the monthly Committee press 
release.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Item 802 
To review the Committee’s Statement of Purpose. 
 
The Committee agreed the following at it’s April meeting: 
 

 
 
Members are asked to review the Committee’s Statement of Purpose. 
 
 
 

802. To review the Committee’s Statement of Purpose. 
 
The Committee proposed the following as the Committee’s Statement of Purpose, 
and agreed that all Members be in favour being it is adopted.  
 
Woodbridge Town Council Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee - 
Statement of Purpose 
 
- To build a resilient, robust and inclusive community in Woodbridge 
 
- To support the process of regenerating a healthy natural environment for our 
town. 
 
- To leave the best legacy that we can for future inhabitants (humans, wildlife etc) 
 
- To actively involve the townsfolk in shared decisions regarding public assets.  
 
- To prepare our town to face the unravelling of old certainties and the 
accelerating frequency of emergencies. 
 
- To draw attention to the need for protection for inhabitants, ecosystems, homes 
and assets.  
 
- To direct Woodbridge towards making appropriate contributions to the global 
fight against climate chaos and ecosystem collapse. 
 
We will do this with: - a passion to make things better for us all; kindness and 
appreciation for the sharing of our best efforts, mutual support and 
encouragement; diligence on following up on what we say we will contribute; deep 
compassion for ourselves and others; opportunities for heartful social gatherings 
to celebrate and extend our neighbourliness in an inclusive manner that welcomes 
our diversity. 
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