
 
 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee held at the 
Shire Hall on Wednesday 4th October 2023 at 7pm 
 
Councillors:   
 
Present:  D Adelson, E O’Nolan, C Walsh and M Wilks 
 
Non-Council  
Members: Rob Berry, Jane Healey, Diana McMillan, Jan Pulsford and Jonathan 

Valentine.  
 
Apologies:  E Beck, T Rogerson, D Pegg, and Pam Watson.   
  
In Attendance: Town Clerk and one member of the public. 
 

350. Apologies for Absence  
 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Beck, Rogerson and 
Pegg and Non-Council member Watson. 
 

351. To receive Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no Declarations of Interest. 

352. Public Question Time 
 
The member of public present did not wish to speak at this time  
 

353. To agree and approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 23rd August 2023 
 
The minutes of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee meeting held 
23rd August 2023 were approved. 
 

354. To receive an update from the Working Parties of the Committee 
 
The Committee received the following updates from its working parties: 
 
Trees and Re-Wilding  
- The Deputy Town Clerk was thanked for her work regarding the ‘Trees for 

Avenues’ project.  
- Town Clerk mandated to write to Flagship Housing and ask for the areas 

around the Edwin Avenue garages to be left un-mown through the spring 
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and summer along the lines of ESC's "pardon the weeds, we're feeding the 
bees" scheme. 

E-bike  
- Town Clerk advised that a license had been received to install bike stands on 

the Thoroughfare for rental e-bikes.  
 
Water Harvesting 
- The Town Clerk, Chair and Non-Council member Berry to investigate smaller 

storage tanks for potential attachment to the Kingston Field Pavilion and 
Elmhurst Park Gardeners Shed.  

- The Property and Assets Working Party were asked to include the potential 
installation of an attenuation tank on the Market Square as part of their plans 
for the Shire Hall.  

 
It was thereafter agreed to disband the Water Harvesting Working Party.  
 
Earth Protector Towns (Solar Harvesting and Single Use plastics). 
- Town Clerk asked to remind tenants about including note about single use 

plastics on their hire agreements (in line with the Council’s hire agreement).  
 

  Public Giveaway (Bee Café) 
- The Committee agreed a recommendation from the Public Giveaway 

Working Party not to organise a public giveaway, but instead to approach 
landowners to place a few larger bee cafes in strategic locations - The 
Committee thereafter agreed a recommendation from the Working Party 
that the Town Clerk and Chair be mandated to a spend a maximum of £2000 
from the CEE budget (5250) to facilitate the placement of Bee Cafes in 
Woodbridge. The Working Party proposed the following location for 
consideration, the ownership of which would need to be established before 
placement can be agreed – Fred Reynolds Centre, Old Barrack Road Chip 
Shop, Castle Street Chinese takeaway, Kingston Pavilion Café.  

 
Herbicide 
- The Committee agreed to recommend to Full Council that the use of 

glyphosate-based herbicides (weed killers) be banned from use on the 
Town Council estate for an initial trial period of 12 months. For those areas of 
the Town Council estate where food for humans is produced (Kingston Field 
allotments and Elmhurst Park kitchen garden), it is proposed that  
glyphosate-based herbicides are banned immediately.  

 
355. To propose items for inclusion in the monthly Committee press release 
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The Committee agreed the following items for inclusion in the monthly press 
release: 
 
- Applications for new TPO’s in Woodbridge. 
- Potential ban on herbicides on Town Council estate.  
- Government ban on certain single use plastics. 
- Re-wilding the Avenues.  
- E-bike hire scheme.   

356. To agreed attendees to the Community Networking Event on November 4th 

 

The Committee agreed that Non-Council Member Pulsford should attend the  
Community Networking Event on November 4th.  
 

357. To consider the report from Cllr Phipps following his attendance at the Climate 
Action Meeting 
 
The Committee considered the report from Cllr. Phipps regarding his attendance 
at the Climate Action Meeting, and agreed the following actions: 
 
- To organise a single day ‘Marisco’ environmental planning event.  
- The Town Clerk to approach Prof Peter Hobson to facilitate the event, and to 

investigate venues, dates etc.  
- The entire Committee including Non-Council Members be appointed to the 

Marisco Working Party, the aim of which is the organise, prepare and host the 
day.  
 

358. To consider the Carbon Footprint Impact Report for Woodbridge 
 
The Committee noted the Carbon Footprint Impact Report for Woodbridge and 
thereafter agreed the following: 
 
- To appoint Cllrs Adelson and Rogerson, and Non-Council Members Healey 

and Berry to the ‘Carbon Audit’ Working Party, the aim of which is to seek 
quotations from suitable companies for the undertaking of a carbon audit of 
Woodbridge Town Council.   

- To mandate the Town Clerk and Chair to consider and decide upon a 
recommendation from the Working Party regarding the appointment of a 
contractor to undertake the carbon audit for Woodbridge, up to a maximum 
value of £4,999, payable from the Climate and Ecological Emergency 
Committee budget (5250).  
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359. To note a report from the Suffolk Wildlife Trust following the completion of the 
summer sessions as supported by this Committee 
 

The Committee requested that Suffolk Wildlife Trust and particularly Charlie 
Zakss be thanked for their work in Woodbridge this summer.  
 
Following a discussion of the report, the Committee agreed to recommended to 
Town Council that log piles and mini ponds be installed in Elmhurst Park.  
 
Cllr Walsh and Non-Council Member McMillan were asked to meet with Charlie 
Zakss at Kinston Field  to discuss further ecologically helpful suggestions, and 
report back at the next meeting of the Committee.  
 

360. To consider project funding requests for the 2024/25 Financial Year 
 
The Committee proposed the following projects for funding requests for the 
2024/25 Financial Year: 
 
- The commissioning of a professional report into the potential (including 

estimated costs) for making the surface water drainage in the streets more 
effective, in view of intense rain showers expected to continue or worsen. 

- The organisation of a two day climate action focussed event in spring or 
summer 2024. 

 
361. To consider how excess overland flow of rainwater could be controlled and 

utilised in Woodridge 
 
This discussion was included in item 360.  
 

362. To consider a Committee response to consultations 
 
The Committee agreed not to provide a response to the consultation.   
 

363. To receive a verbal update from the Chair regarding the Deben Estuary 
Partnership meeting 
 
The Committee received a verbal update from the Chair regarding his 
attendance at the Deben Estuary Partnership meeting. 



  

88 
 

 
 

                                  Councillor Adelson 
                         Chair 
 
 
 

 

364. Closure  
 
The meeting was closed at 9.12pm. 
 


