
 

 

 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee held at the 
Shire Hall on Wednesday 23rd August 2023 at 7pm 
 
Councillors:   
 
Present:  D Adelson, T Rogerson, C Walsh and M Wilks 
 
Non-Council  
Members: Jane Healey, Jan Pulsford and Pam Watson 
 
Apologies:  E O’Nolan, Rob Berry and Jonathan Valentine  
  
In Attendance: Town Clerk and three members of the public. 
 

239. Apologies for Absence  
 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillor O’Nolan and Non-
Council members Berry and Valentine. 
 

240. To receive Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no Declarations of Interest. 

241. Public Question Time 
 
A member of the public addressed the Committee regarding the proposed 
giveaway of ‘Bee Café’ planters.  
 
A member of the public addressed the Committee regarding a number of items 
on the agenda.  
 

242. To agree and approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 14th June 2023 
 
It was noted that item 91 included an incorrect reference to the Planning 
Committee – this minute should refer to the Climate and Ecological Emergency 
Committee.  
  
With this amendment noted, the minutes of the Climate and Ecological 
Emergency Committee meeting held 14th June 2023 were approved. 
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With the approval of those Members present, the Chair re-ordered the agenda 
in order that the item relevant to those members of public present could be 
considered at the earliest opportunity.  

 
248. To consider a ‘Committee giveaway’ of Bee Café planters 

 
The Committee appointed Cllrs. Rogerson and Walsh, and Non-Council member 
Healey to the Bee Café Working Party.  
 
The Committee requests that this working party consider the pro’s and con’s of 
a public giveaway of bee planters and provide a recommendation to the 
October meeting of the Committee.  
 

243. To appoint Non-Council Members to the Committee 
 
The Committee agreed to appoint Diana McMillan as a Non-Council member to 
the Woodbridge Town Council Climate Ecological Emergency Committee. 

 
244. To consider a request from Transition Woodbridge for funding toward a 

Harvest Event on Whisstocks Place  
 
The Committee agreed to provide funding to a maximum amount of £700, 
payable from the 2023/24 CEE budget (5250), to support Transition Woodbridge 
in the organisation of a Harvest Event on Whisstocks Place.  

 
245. To consider a request regarding a donation to the Suffolk Wildlife Trust 

‘Martlesham Wilds’ appeal 
 
The Committee agreed a donation of £1000 to the Suffolk Wildlife Trust, payable 
from the 2023/24 CEEC budget (5250). 
 

246. To consider whether to assist the Deben Estuary Partnership in order to 
formulate the updated Deben Estuary plan 
 
The Committee agreed that the appropriate person to receive updates 
regarding the Deben Estuary Plan be the Town Clerk.  
 

247. To appoint Members as delegates to attend the Woodbridge Climate Action 
event on August 30th 
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The Committee requested further information from Cllr O’Nolan regarding the 
Climate Change and Green Infrastructure event, and agreed not to send a 
delegate.  

249. To consider the requirement for a ‘Tree Preservation Order’ Working Party. 
 
The Committee agreed that the remit of the Trees and Re-Wilding Working Party 
be extended to include the creation of a list trees with the potential for a TRO.  
 

250. To receive an update from the Working Parties of the Committee. 
 
Trees and Re-Wilding. The Working Party will discuss with the Town Clerk the 
sending of a letter to DCllr Smyth-Lyte, the Cabinet Member for the Environment 
at East Suffolk Council, regarding the mowing of verges. The Committee agreed 
to appoint Pam Watson to this Working Party.  
 
eBike – Greater promotion of the eBike hire scheme is required.  
 
Water Harvesting – IBC tanks for Elmhurst Park and Kingston Field still a 
consideration.  
 
Earth Protector Towns – Full Council has agreed to update the Council’s hire 
agreements to include reference to single use plastic.  

 
251. To consider project funding requests for the 2024/25 Financial Year. 

 
The Committee proposed the following projects for funding requests for the 
2024/25 Financial Year: 
 
- Installation of an electric Car Charging Point on the Town Council estate. 
- Purchase of an electric cargo bike for the Council’s Maintenance Officer.  
- Purchase of a water bowser to assist with the watering of the planters and 

planting on the Town Council estate.  
  

252.  To discuss the use of glyphosate-based herbicides on the Town Council 
estate. 
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                                  Councillor Adelson 
                         Chair 

The Committee appointed Cllr. Adelson, and Non-Council members Healey and 
Watson to the Herbicide Working Party.  
 
The Committee requests that this working party consider the use of glyphosate-
based herbicides on the Town Council estate and provide a recommendation to 
the October meeting of the Committee.  
 

253. To receive an update on the ‘Re-wilding of the Avenues’ project and agree 
future plans and spending requirements. 
 
The Committee agreed a maximum budget of £150 to allow the Trees and Re-
Wilding Working Party to produce flyers for delivery to the residents of Edwin and 
Warwick Avenue, in order to gauge interest in the re-wilding of the Avenues 
project.  
 

254. To consider the sale and use of throwaway vapes in Woodbridge. 
 
The Committee mandated the Town Clerk and Cllr. Wilks to write to the vendors 
of throwaway vapes in Woodbridge in order to engage with them regarding the 
concerns of the Committee – increasing litter and the health of future 
generations.  
 
Any such communication be shared with the East Anglian Daily Times.  
 

255. To consider a quotation from Groundwork East regarding a carbon audit of the 
Council estate. 
 
The Committee agreed to investigate the Carbon Impact Tool to produce a  
carbon footprint report for Woodbridge and deferred any decision regarding a 
carbon audit to a future meeting of the Committee.  
 

256. Closure  
 
The meeting was closed at 9.23pm. 
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