
To Members of the Town Council 

Cllr. Adelson Cllr. Holdcroft Cllr. Miller Cllr. Sanders 
Cllr. Bale Cllr. Kneebone Cllr. Pegg Cllr. Sutton 
Cllr. Beck Cllr. Leach Cllr. Phipps Cllr. Walsh 
Cllr. Gillard Cllr. O’ Nolan Cllr. Rogerson Cllr. Wilks 

You are hereby summoned to attend the Meeting of the Town Council to be held at the Shire 
Hall on Wednesday 19th June at 7pm.  

   Greg Diaper 
   Town Clerk  
   14th June 2024 

Public Attendance 

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend.  The public will be invited to give 
their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda, or raise issues for 
consideration of inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to thirty minutes 
duration. 

The Town Council, members of the public and press may record/ film or broadcast this 
meeting when the press and public are not lawfully excluded. Any member of the public who 
attends this meeting is advised that the Town Council cannot control 3rd party recording. 

Agenda 

1. Apologies for absence.
To receive any apologies for absence.

2. Declarations of interest
To receive any declarations of interest and to consider requests for dispensations
from Members on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest, other
registerable or non-registerable interest.

3. Public question time
For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at a
future meeting of the Council. Thirty minutes maximum.



4. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 12th June 2024.

5. To consider, question and agree the following Financial Reports;

a. Income to 31st May 2024
b. Expenditure to 31st May 2024
c. Income and Expenditure against Budget to May 2024
d. Bank Reconciliation and Supporting Bank Statements to 31st May 2024
e. The Accounts and Payments List for June 2024
f. The HSBC Net report for June 2024
g. The HSBC Corporate Card report for May 2024
h. Summary of Direct Debit payments to 31st May 2024
i. Expenditure over £500 Report for May 2024
j. Debtors Report to 31st May 2024

6. To note the receipt of the minutes from this Council’s Committees:

a. Planning – 29.05.24
b. Finance – 29.05.24
c. Planning – 05.06.24
d. Amenities – 05.06.24

7. To receive a presentation from PC Robert Thorn, Suffolk Constabulary.

8. To receive a report from Cllr. Sutton regarding the activities of the Youth Working
Party and Youth Council.

9. To consider a request from the Woodbridge Riverside Trust to submit a planning
application in regard to the Longshed.

10. To consider the requirement for improvement works to the Shire Hall kitchen.

11. To consider a recommendation from the Highways Committee.

12. To consider a request from Cllr. Walsh regarding additional noticeboards on the
Town Council estate.

13. To note the St Elizabeth Hospice/ East Suffolk Council project to organise an art  trail
around East Suffolk.

14. Closure.



   
 

 
 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 12th June 
2024 at 7pm  
 
Councillors:    
 
Present: S Bale, E Beck, R Leach, S Miller, D Pegg, M Sutton and R Sanders.  
 
Apologies: D Adelson, P Gillard, G Holdcroft, M Kneebone, E O’Nolan, N Phipps, T 

Rogerson, C Walsh and M Wilks.   
 
In Attendance: Town Clerk and four members of the public.  
 

1. Apologies 
 
The Council agreed to approve the absence of D Adelson, P Gillard, G Holdcroft, M 
Kneebone, E O’Nolan, N Phipps, T Rogerson, C Walsh and M Wilks.   
 

2. To receive declarations of interest 
 
Cllr. Bale declared a registerable interest in item 5 as a trustee of the Woodbridge 
Riverside Trust.  
 
Cllr. Sutton declared a registerable interest in item 5 as a trustee of the Tide Mill Trust.  
 
Cllr. Sanders declared two registerable interests in item 5 as a member of the 
Woodbridge Bowls Club and Woodbridge Rotary Club.  
 
The Council agreed to grant a dispensation to Cllr. Bale and Cllr. Sutton to remain at 
the meeting, discuss and vote during item 5. The Council agreed to grant a 
dispensation to Cllr. Sanders to remain at the meeting, discuss, but not to vote during 
discussion of the applications from the Woodbridge Bowls Club and Woodbridge 
Rotary Club. 
 

3. Public Question Time 
 
Representatives from the Woodbridge Bowls Club and Woodbridge Festival 
addressed the Council regarding their grant application.  
 

4. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 22nd May 2024 
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The Council agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting held 
22nd May 2024 as a true record. 
 

5. To consider the applications made to the Woodbridge Town Council grant 
scheme 
 
The Council agreed to award the following grants: 
 

Organisation Grant award 
Citizens Advice East Suffolk £2,300 
Dora Brown  £3,000 
First Woodbridge Scout Group £1,500 
Opera for Woodbridge (Rotary)  £1,000 
SARS - Suffolk Accident and Rescue Service £500 
Seckford District Guiding  £350 
Tide Mill Trust £5,000 
Transition Woodbridge  £1,500 
Woodbridge Bowls Club  £2,300 
Woodbridge Cricket Club £2,000 
Woodbridge Festival of Art and Music (Choose Love Mural) £200 
Woodbridge Festival of Art and Music (Festival Weekend) £2,500 
Woodbridge Football Club £2,000 
Woodbridge In Bloom £1,500 
Woodbridge Rotary Club £350 
Total £26,000 

 
Notes 
 
- The Woodbridge Riverside Trust will be supported to provide a permissive toilet 

scheme by utilising the expected underspend in budget line 4843.  
- Cllrs. Beck and Pegg will collaborate with Choose Woodbridge and the 

Woodbridge Festival to facilitate the organisation of a Christmas event in the 
town, funded from budget line 4131/200.  

- The Woodbridge Festival to seek additional funding from the Amenities 
Committee for the potential expansion of the Choose Love Mural project.  
 

6. Closure 
 
The meeting was closed at 8.59pm. 

   



  
Item 8 
To receive a report from Cllr. Sutton regarding the activities of the Youth Working Party 
and Youth Council. 
 
Youth Council Report  
The Youth Council now comprises 10 members who have put themselves forward.  Five are 
from Woodbridge School and five from Farlingaye.  They are all Year 12 or 11 which means 
they are around for at least another year to afford continuity and development of the 
Council.  They report more students at both schools are showing interest in their activities. 
 
There are two co-chairs, Bea and Jack, one from each school. 
 
While still exploring how they want to operate and what they want to focus on two 
opportunities presented themselves. 
 
National Youth Council 
Youth organisations throughout the country received invitations to send one officer and one 
young member to a meeting in Parliament as part of the government’s attempts to resurrect  
the NYC, which went bankrupt in March after 70 years existence.   We were allocated 
additional places and also had arranged a tour of the House of Lords with Baroness Jenny 
Jones. 
 
Then something happened:  The Government called a General Election!!!!   All meetings and 
visits unfortunately were cancelled as they fell within a ‘period of heightened sensitivity’.  We 
wait to see how and when they will be resurrected in due course. 
 
But one door closes and another opens. 
 
Hustings 
Following the announcement of the election, the Youth Council expressed a wish to organise 
a ‘Youth Hustings’ but were beaten to the post by Churches Together’s hustings event.  The 
organisers however, were most receptive to the Youth Council having an input at the event 
and arranged for them to have a number of question opportunities – as well as front row 
seats.  We are very grateful to Lyn Spall who chairs Churches Together for their unequivocal 
support in this. 
 
The group wanted to gather wider views of what questions to put and the priorities and 
feelings of young people.  So they organised a questionnaire which went to all students at 
both schools.  Some 590 students responded – around 55% from Farlingaye and 45% from 
Woodbridge School.   Both the Youth Council and the Town Councillors would like to record 



  
their deepest thanks to both schools and their key staff for the support they gave the group 
in this endeavor. 
 
The result was a clear cut set of questions that enabled members to put two questions to 
the hustings panel – one on climate change and one on national service each backed by 
compelling data from the survey.   
 
They also used the survey to tease out what young people feel about Woodbridge and what 
they would like to see more of by ways of provision for young people.  That will be the focus 
when ‘normal service’ resumes at next week’s meeting. 
 
Woodbridge Riverside Trust have invited the co-chairs, or their representatives to give input 
at a meeting about the future development of the Longshed, with a strong focus on provision 
for younger people.  Unfortunately, this meeting is in August and finding young people from 
the Council available at that time is proving difficult.  
 
Skate Park Event 
This was organised by the Youth Working Group rather than the Youth Council which was 
still being formed.  The costs nevertheless came from the same budget that was allocated 
for youth activities. 
 
You will I hope have seen some of the glowing reports on the day’s events which afforded 
outstanding tuition for lots of young Woodbridge children and an opportunity for the wider 
skateboarding community to challenge themselves and show their various skills – which 
were quite astonishing. 
 
 The most impressive thing to me was the camaraderie of those regular skateboarders.  They 
encourage and support each other.  They laugh (and cry and swear sometimes) together 
but above all they celebrate together.  One young person made 20 attempts to do a 
particular feat (I decline to put in writing exactly what!!).  That was ‘nailed’ on the 20th 
attempt and the couple of dozen fellow skateboarders just erupted with applause and 
cheers, that must have been audible across the town.  Roll on the Olympics! 
 
My thanks to Town Council Officers who took on the inevitable admin side of things.  My 
thanks also to District Councillor Yule and the ESC events team who also were very 
supportive.  
 
Looking forward 
The Youth Council are keen to use their budget to support young people in the Town.  The 
survey they carried out at the two high schools as part of their hustings preparation, also 
included questions to find young people’s views.  There was strong feedback in favour of 



  
improving/supporting sports and physical activities for young people and for somewhere 
for young people to meet and relax ‘under cover’. 
 
At this weeks meeting they came up with three ideas which they are pursuing as potential 
event candidates: 
• A ‘fun’ 5 a side community tournament on Kingston field.  You know the sort of thing 
Market Hill vs Thoroughfare vs  Whisstocks;  Woodbridge Town Council vs Melton Town 
Council!  This to raise money for Woodbridge Town Football club who, our recent grant 
allocation not withstanding, the young people already knew had financial difficulties. 
• A possible ‘ice’ skating event around Christmas 
• Investigating possible use of vacant shops during the day 
 
Watch this space 
Mike Sutton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Item 9 
To consider a request from the Woodbridge Riverside Trust to submit a planning 
application in regard to the Longshed. 
 
The Council has a lease with the Woodbridge Riverside Trust (WRT) for the Community 
Boatshed building, known locally as the Longshed. The lease was signed on April 5th, 2018, 
and expires on April 4th, 2053, a duration of 35 years. 
 
The full lease is uploaded to SharePoint, and the permitted use of the building as stated on 
page 8 is determined from the 2014 Variation of Consent (VOC) application 
(DC/14/1363/VOC), which states: 
The community boatshed hereby approved, shall only be used for boat building and repair 
and marine engineering and for educational and training purposes associated with these 
uses and maritime related exhibitions and for no other purpose (including any other 
purpose in class B2 and Class D1 of the Schedule to the Town and Country planning [Use 
classes] Order 1987), unless otherwise agreed in writing by the local planning authority. 

 
Also uploaded to SharePoint is a document prepared by WRT which sets out their request to 
WTC for consent to submit to the Planning Authority (East Suffolk Council) a Variation of 
Condition application in order to vary condition 3 of DC/14/1363/VOC, in order to allow a 
wider range of community focussed activities and reasonable uses associated with 
fundraising to be permissible.    
 
WRT are required to seek the Council’s consent in order to accord with section 9.4 of the 
lease between the parties, which states: 

 
 
The Council’s solicitors have provided the following comment on the matter: 
If a revised planning permission is required, then it will be for WRT to make such an application, including covering the 
cost of the application and associated documentation. Under the terms of the lease, before they submit a planning 
application, they are required to obtain the Council’s consent. Such consent is not the be unreasonably withheld or 
delayed. 
 
This is a procedural item solely covering the request from the Council’s tenant for consent 
to submit a planning application in line with the terms of their lease – any consideration of 
the detail of the planning application will be undertaken by the Council’s Planning 
Committee should an application from WRT be forthcoming.  

Members are asked to consider a request from the Woodbridge Riverside Trust for 
consent to submit a Variation of Condition planning application to East Suffolk Council.  



  
Item 10 
To consider the requirement for improvement works to the Shire Hall kitchen. 

The Shire Hall is rented privately for around thirty weddings a year, plus weekly year-round 
hires by the Woodbridge Quakers and a local yoga group, plus less frequent hires by 
organisations such as the Woodbridge and Melton Society, Tide Mill Trust, Woodbridge 
Regatta Association, Woodbridge Youth Group and Woodbridge Twinning organisation. Ad 
hoc booking for children’s birthday parties, wakes and private parties are also taken.  

The kitchen facilities currently available to these hirers, as well as being used daily by the 
Officers of the Council, are significantly outdated and reduce significant the ability of the 
Council to offer the building for more community use. The current set up with loose wires 
and extension cables is also a likely heath and safety concern. Photos of the kitchen are 
uploaded to SharePoint.  

As part of her appraisal the Council’s Administrative Officer raised this concern with the Town 
Clerk, who asked her to seek quotations for the potential upgrade of the kitchen in order that 
these can be presented to the Council for consideration.  

Whilst this work is ongoing (two full quotations and one part quotation have been received 
at the time of writing), Members are asked to consider the requirement for improvement 
works to the Shire Hall kitchen, and if agreeable, consider where funding for the works can 
be found in the Council’s reserves.  

Members are asked to consider the requirement for improvement works to the Shire Hall 
kitchen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



  
Item 11 
To consider a recommendation from the Highways Committee. 

The first meeting of the reconstituted Highways Committee took place on Wednesday 12th 
June. The Committee considered the Terms of Reference which were approved at the 
Annual Council Meeting, but in order to ensure that the Committee can respond to Highway 
focussed consultations, request the following amendment to the Terms of Reference: 

 

Members are asked to consider a recommendation from the Highways Committee. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. To note the Terms of Reference for the Highways and Transport Committee.  
 
The Committee agreed to recommend to Town Council that Term of Reference 
C for the Committee be updated to include the wording provided below in italics: 
 

The Highways and Transport Committee has the responsibility to monitor and 
make recommendations including: 

 
C - All Highways Authority Management and Service Plans as issued from 
time to time, including consultations on Highway related projects.  

  



  
Item 12 
To consider a request from Cllr. Walsh regarding additional noticeboards on the Town 
Council estate.  
 
The Town Clerk and Town Mayor received the following email from Cllr.Walsh: 
 
Hi Robin and Greg 
 
Please can you ask the TC to consider the following at the  next TC meeting  … Following the very sad turn out of 
Woodbridge Residents at the Climate committees water meeting in June , I was wondering whether in part it was due 
to nobody knowing about it.  
This has made me think that perhaps we need many more TC Boards on our land , perhaps one at all the following 
locations , Kingston Field , Elmhurst Park, Broomheath,  Fen Meadow, Tide Mill Way, Fitzgerald Green , Whisstocks 
Place and the Community Hall .  
 
Also, I don’t think we should ignore the Nextdoor network. Melton PC uses it to great effect, perhaps we should give 
it a go. 
 
Thanks 
 
Catherine  
 
The Council currently has locked noticeboards on the Shire Hall and New Street, and 
Community (open) noticeboards at Elmhurst Walk and Fitzgerald Green. The Community 
Hall has a noticeboard in their foyer and there is a public noticeboard on the Pavilion.  
 
The noticeboard in Fitzgerald Green, installed in 2020, cost the following: 

 
 
Members are asked to consider a request from Cllr. Walsh regarding additional 
noticeboards on the Town Council estate.  
 
 
 
 



  
Item 13 
To note the St Elizabeth Hospice/ East Suffolk Council project to organise an art  trail 
around East Suffolk.   
 
Uploaded to SharePoint are documents received by Officers following a meeting with St 
Elizabeth Hospice, East Suffolk Council and Choose Woodbridge regarding a proposed art 
trail in Suffolk, ‘Hop to it Suffolk 2025’.  
 

 
 

 
 

Members are asked to note the St Elizabeth Hospice/ East Suffolk Council project to 
organise an art  trail around East Suffolk 
 
 
 
 




