
   
 

 

 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the Town Council held at the Shire Hall on Tuesday 17th December 
2024.   
 
Councillors:    
 
Present: D Adelson, S Bale, E Beck, G Holdcroft, R Leach, S Miller, R Sanders, M 

Sutton and M Wilks.   
 
Apologies: P Gillard, N Phipps, T Rogerson, D Pegg and C Walsh. 
 
Absent without notice: E O’Nolan and M Kneebone 
 
In Attendance: The Council’s Officers were unable to attend due to illness; there 

were five members of the public present. 
 
 

1. Apologies. 
 
The Council agreed to approve the absence of Cllrs. P Gillard, D Pegg, T Rogerson, N 
Phipps and C Walsh. 
 

2. To receive declarations of interest. 
 
Cllr. Adelson declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in item 14 as a member and 
secretary of the Woodbridge Growers organisation.  
 

3. Requests for dispensations. 
 
The Council agreed that Cllr. Adelson would leave the room during item 14.  
 

4. Public Question Time. 
 
Two members of the public addressed the Council regarding the Active Travel 
Woodbridge proposals.  
 
The Chair of the Woodbridge Riverside Trust updated the Council on the success of 
the permissive toilet in the Longshed. 
 

5. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 20th November 2024. 
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Councillor Adelson noted that the Council had agreed that hirers of jet skis be 
informed as to why the proposed restrictions on the use of jet skis were instated, 
should they be. Otherwise, the Council agreed and approved the signing of the 
minutes of the meeting held on 20th November 2024 as a true record. 
 

6. To consider, question and agree the following Financial Reports: 
 
The Council noted the receipt of and approved the following financial reports:- 
 

a. Income to 30th November 2024 - £574,777.00 
b. Expenditure to 30th November 2024 - £247,935.00 
c. Income and Expenditure against Budget to November 2024 
d. Bank Reconciliation and Supporting Bank Statements to 30th November 
2024 - £904,469.41 
e. The Accounts and Payments List for December 2024 - £9,326.79 
f. The HSBC Net report for December 2024 - £4,892.21 
g. The HSBC Corporate Card report for November 2024 - £346.01 
h. Summary of Direct Debit payments to 30th November 2024 - £54.24 
i. Expenditure over £500 Report for November 2024 
j. Debtors Report to 30th November 2024 

 
The Committee noted the invoices for payment had been signed off by Cllrs. Miller 
and Wilks.  

 
7. To note the receipt of the minutes from this Council’s Committees: 

 
a. Planning – 20.11.24 
b. Climate and Ecological Emergency – 27.11.24 
c. Finance – 27.11.24 
d. Highways – 04.12.24 
e. Planning – 04.12.24 
f. Amenities – 04.12.24 
g. Finance – 11.12.24 

 
8. To note the receipt of a written report from County Councillor Leach. 

 
The Council noted the receipt of a written report from County Councillor Leach. 
 

9. To note the receipt of a written report from District Councillors Molyneux and Yule. 
 
 No report received.  
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A request was made by the Council for an update from District Councillor Molyneux 
for the next full council meeting.  
 

10. To question the County and District Councillors on matters contained in their   
written reports. 
 
There were no questions for County Councillor Leach.  
 

11. To consider and agree the Council’s response to the Active Travel Woodbridge 
consultation, as prepared by the Highways and Transport Committee.  
 
The Council thanked the Highways Committee for the draft response to the Active 
Travel Woodbridge consultation.  
 
The Council asked for the following updates to the response: 
 
It was decided by the Council that the Council’s response to the Active Travel 
Woodbridge consultation be released prior to the closing of the consultation. 
 
A request was made from the Councillors for “Cyclists Please Dismount” signs to be 
erected at Cross Corner, The Red Lion, Brooke Street and New Street entrances/exits 
of The Thoroughfare. This proposal was passed by the Council. 
 
It was decided to include a comment pertaining to the remaining issues with the 
proposed changes, namely the lack of access for wheelers (including cyclists, 
wheelchair uses, pushchair users) to the areas in Woodbridge Town centre where 
the changes are to take place. For example, the Market Hill. It was noted that 
Woodbridge is a market town hub serving villages and towns around us and at peak 
times the car parks are at 98% capacity. There are no proposed changes to the 
roads leading to and from Woodbridge to encourage modes of transport other than 
private cars. Councillor Leach is proposing the use of shuttlebuses, and Councillor 
Bale requests more cycle lanes.  
 
The Council wishes to add to the response from the Highways Committee, that 
Active Travel Woodbridge should consider more actions to aid wheelers to get to 
Woodbridge from the surrounding areas, and bring to their attention the East Suffolk 
cycling routes study from 2022. Woodbridge Town Council would like consideration 
of additional bus services to aid movement. 
 
These proposals were passed by the Council. 
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With these updates incorporated, the Town Clerk was mandated to send the 
response to Suffolk County Council.  
  

12. To consider and vote on the nominations received for the Potter Community Cup.  
 
The Council agreed to award the Potter Community Cup to Cordelia Richman. 
 

13. To consider the requirements for a public event to celebrate the 450th birthday of 
the Shire Hall in 2025. 
 
The Council agreed it wishes to support an event to celebrate the 450th birthday of 
the Shire Hall in 2025 and requested that the Finance Committee include £8000 (to 
match the budget of the May Day event) in the 2025/26 budget to facilitate the 
event.  
 
A working party was set up with Councillors Wilks, Beck, Holdcroft, Miller, Leach and 
Bale as members.  
 

14. To consider the Council’s lease with the Woodbridge Growers for the Elmhurst 
Park kitchen garden.   
 
The Council voted to send the consideration of the Council’s lease with the 
Woodbridge Growers for the Elmhurst Park kitchen garden to the Amenities 
Committee for further consideration.   
 

15. To consider a quotation received for the replacement/ upgrade of the Tide Mill 
Way ladder sign.  
 
The Council approved the quotation from Landmark to replace the ladder sign 
panel, at a cost of £410.90 ex VAT payable from EMR 402 (Wayfinding), and requested 
that the sign printers be contacted by the Deputy Clerk regarding reprinting the 
“Whisstock’s” section of the sign to include the apostrophe, which was omitted, 
despite being present in the proofs of the design.  
  

19. To agree to exclude the Public and Press from the remainder of the meeting in 
accordance with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 because of 
the confidential information being discussed. 
 
The Council agreed to exclude the Public and Press from the remainder of the 
meeting in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 
because of the confidential information being discussed. 
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21. To consider a recommendation from the Property Working Party regarding the 
Kingston Pavilion Café.  
 
The Council approved the recommendations from the Property Working Party 
regarding the Kingston Pavilion Café. 
 

22. Closure. 
 
The meeting was closed at 8.45pm.  
 

 
 
 
 
                         Councillor Sanders 

                              Chair 


