
   
 

 

 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the Town Council held at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 20th 
November at 7pm.  
 
Councillors:    
 
Present: D Adelson, S Bale, E Beck, R Leach, E O’Nolan, D Pegg, R Sanders, M 

Sutton, N Phipps, C Walsh and M Wilks.   
 
Apologies: P Gillard, G Holdcroft, M Kneebone, S Miller, and T Rogerson. 
 
In Attendance: Mr G E Diaper (Town Clerk) and two members of the public.  
 
 

1. Apologies. 
 
The Council agreed to approve the absence of Cllrs. P Gillard, G Holdcroft, M 
Kneebone, S Miller, and T Rogerson. 
 

2. To receive declarations of interest. 
 
Cllr. Leach declared an Other Registerable Interest in item 11 as the Co-Founder of 
‘Save The Deben’ Campaign Group.  
 

3. Requests for dispensations. 
 
The Council agreed that Cllr. Leach could remain, speak and vote during item 11.  
 

4. Public Question Time. 
 
A member of the public addressed the Council regarding the East Suffolk Council 
consultation regarding licensing of commercial operators of jet skis/water scooters 
in the district. 
 
The Chair of the Woodbridge Riverside Trust  addressed the Council regarding the 
East Suffolk Council consultation regarding licensing of commercial operators of jet 
skis/water scooters in the district. 
 

5. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 23rd October 2024. 
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The Council agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting held on 
23rd October 2024 as a true record. 
 

6. To consider, question and agree the following Financial Reports: 
 
The Council noted the receipt of and approved the following financial reports:- 
 

a. Income to 31st October2024 - £555,936.00 
b. Expenditure to 31st October2024 - £222,772.00 
c. Income and Expenditure against Budget to 31st October 2024 
d. Bank Reconciliation and Supporting Bank Statements to 31st October 
            2024 - £915,265.47 
e. The Accounts and Payments List for November 2024 - £14,434.71 
f. The HSBC Net reports for November 2024 - £3,152.60 
g. The HSBC Corporate Card report for October 2024 - £103.74 
h. Summary of Direct Debit payments to 31st October 2024 - £99.22 
i. Expenditure over £500 Report for October 2024 
j. The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) payment of £3,871.05     
            received on 25th October 2024 
k. Debtors Report to 31st October 2024 

 
The Committee noted the invoices for payment had been signed off by Cllrs. Leach 
and Walsh.  

 
7. To note the receipt of the minutes from this Council’s Committees: 

 
a. Planning – 23.10.24 
b. Climate and Ecological Emergency – 30.10.24 
c. Planning – 06.11.24 
d. Staffing – 13.11.24 
e. Finance – 13.11.24 

 
8. To note the receipt of a written report from County Councillor Leach. 

 
The Council noted the receipt of a written report from County Councillor Leach. 
 

9. To note the receipt of a written report from District Councillors Molyneux and Yule. 
 
 No report received.  
 

10. To question the County and District Councillors on matters contained in their   
written reports. 

https://woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk/site/assets/files/2224/planning_minutes_23_10_24.pdf
https://woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk/site/assets/files/2226/draft_climate_minutes_-_30_10_24.pdf
https://woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk/site/assets/files/2224/draft_planning_minutes_06_11_24.pdf
https://woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk/site/assets/files/2222/draft_staffing_minutes_-_13_11_24.pdf
https://woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk/site/assets/files/2220/draft_finance_minutes_-_13_11_24.pdf
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There were no questions for County Councillor Leach.  
 

11. To consider if the Council wishes to respond to the East Suffolk Council 
consultation regarding licensing of commercial operators of jet skis/water 
scooters in the district. 
 
The Council agreed that it recommends to East Suffolk Council (the licensing 
authority), that jet skis/ water scooters should not be licensed for commercial use 
on the River Deben.  
 
The River Deben is recognised as a Ramsar site and SSSI due to its importance for 
birds and its variety of marine and wetland habitats, and therefore the Council 
cannot consider approving any application which could potentially be harmful to 
the local environment.   
 
If the Licensing Authority are minded to approve the application, Woodbridge Town 
Council would wish to see the following conditions imposed: 
 
- Jet skis/ water scooters to be limited to the area seaward of the upriver boundary 

of the unrestricted speed (water-skiing area) zone. 
- Hire craft to be fitted with speed limiters.  
- The water-skiing area to be GPS geo-barriered to ensure craft cannot leave the 

area without losing power/ speed.  
- All hirers must be accompanied by a guide or instructor, on the craft.  
- Jet skis/ water scooters must only be launched from a floating pontoon within 

the demarked area.  
- Craft not to be launched before 10am and after 3pm.  
- Seasonal limitations to be placed on launching in order to protect habitats, 

breeding seasons etc.   
  

12. To consider the Council’s lease with the Seckford Foundation for the first and 
second floors of the Shire Hall.   
 
The Council agreed to defer any decision regarding the requirement in the lease for 
the tenant to decorate the property during the last three months until the decision 
regarding the Council’s application to the National Heritage Lottery Fund was 
received.  
 
The Council further agreed not to seek an early end to the lease with the Seckford 
Foundation. 
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13. To consider a recommendation the Youth Council Working Party regarding 
support for a local organisation. 
 
The Council approved the recommendation from the Youth Council Working Party, 
noting that payments to the Woodbridge Town Football totalling £2,500 be made 
from budget line 4841 (Youth Engagement).  
 

14. To consider a recommendation from the VE Day Working Party regarding 
additional funding for the proposed event. 
 
The Council approved the recommendation the VE Day Working Party to provide an 
additional £1,500 of funding on top of the £5,000 already agreed at the October 
meeting.  
 
The Council’s Finance Committee are therefore instructed to include a budget line 
to the value of £6,500 in the Councils 2025/26 expenditure budget to facilitate the 
VE Day event.  
 

15. To note the expenditure approved by the Town Clerk in line with Financial 
Regulation 5.17.      
 
The Council noted the expenditure approved by the Town Clerk in line with Financial 
Regulation 5.17, and agreed the balance be met from EMR 375 (In Year Contingency). 
  

16. To receive an update from the Estates Officer and Town Mayor regarding the 
performance of the Council’s Grounds Maintenance Contractor.  
 
The Town Mayor provided a verbal updated regarding the performance of the 
Council’s Grounds Maintenance Contractor. 
 

17. To note the publication of phase 2 of the Active Travel Woodbridge project and 
consider the requirement for a press release stating the Town Council’s position.  
 
The Council requested that the Highways Committee prepare a draft response for 
consideration at the December meeting of the Council.  
 
County Councillor Leach was asked to request from Suffolk County Council the traffic 
monitoring data for the survey known to have been undertaken at Cross Corner and 
the Market Hill.  
 

18. To consider a recommendation from the Finance Committee regarding the 
Council’s Financial Regulations. 
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The Council approved the recommendation from the Finance Committee regarding 
the addition of an addendum to the Council’s Financial Regulations. 
 

19. To agree to exclude the Public and Press from the remainder of the meeting in 
accordance with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 because of 
the confidential information being discussed. 
 
The Council agreed to exclude the Public and Press from the remainder of the 
meeting in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 
because of the confidential information being discussed. 
 

20. To consider granting a dispensation for attendance for Cllr. Gillard. 
 
The Council agreed to grant a dispensation for attendance for Cllr. Gillard until 
March 1st 2025.  
 

21. To consider a recommendation from the Staffing Committee regarding a request 
from the Town Clerk regarding working hours. 
 
The Council approved the recommendation from the Staffing Committee regarding 
a request from the Town Clerk regarding working hours. 
 

22. Closure. 
 
The meeting was closed at 8.47pm.  
 

 
 
 
 
                         Councillor Sanders 

                              Chair 


