
To Members of the Amenities Committee 

Cllr Adelson Cllr. Kneebone Cllr. Leach Cllr. Miller Cllr. Pegg 
 Cllr. O’ Nolan    Cllr. Sanders Cllr. Sutton Cllr. Walsh Cllr. Wilks 

You are hereby summoned to attend the Meeting of the Amenities Committee to be held 
at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 4th September 2024 at 7pm.  

   Belinda Lloyd 
   Deputy Town Clerk 

30th August 2024 
Public Attendance 

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend.  The public will be invited to give 
their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda, or raise issues for 
consideration of inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to 30 minutes duration. 

The Town Council, members of the public and press may record/ film or broadcast this 
meeting when the press and public are not lawfully excluded. Any member of the public who 
attends this meeting is advised that the Town Council cannot control 3rd party recording. 

Agenda 

1. Apologies

2. Declarations of interest
To receive any declarations of interest and to consider requests for dispensations
from Members on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest, other
registerable or non-registerable interest.

3. Public question time
For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at a
future meeting of the Council. Fifteen minutes maximum.

4. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 3rd July 2024.



  
5. To receive an update on the Elmhurst Park toilet refurbishment tender and recent 

quotes received.    
 

6. To receive a report from the Estates Officer regarding play surface refurbishment 
at Kingston Playing Field and Elmhurst Park. 

 

7. To receive a report regarding the recent unauthorised vehicular access of 
Kingston Playing and are asked to consider investment to improve the current 
perimeter security of the Town’s Estate. 
 

8. To consider a request to install a bench on Fen Meadow and provide a plaque for 
the Oak Sapling on Kingston Field. 
 

9. To consider project funding requests for the 2025/26 Financial Year.    
 

10. Closure 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee held at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 
3rd July 2024 at 7pm. 
 
Councillors:   
 
Present:  D Adelson, E Beck, S Miller, E O’Nolan, D Pegg, R Sanders, M Sutton, and M 

Wilks. 
 
Apologies:  S Bale and C Walsh. 
  
In Attendance: Deputy Town Clerk 
 

1. Apologies for Absence  
 
Apologies were received from Councillor Bale and Walsh. 

2. To receive Declarations of Interest 
 

  Councillor Adelson disclosed a pecuniary interest as an allotment holder’s 
spouse with regards to Item 8, Cllr. Adelson was granted a dispensation to 
remain in the room but not to take part in the discussion or vote on the matter.  
 

3. Public Question Time 
 
No members of the public were present. 
 

4. To agree and approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 5th June 2024 
 
The Committee approved the minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting 
held on 5th June 2024. 
 

5. To consider the disposal or reuse of previous Elmhurst Park Sign, Tide Mill Way 
concrete planters and old metal rubbish bins and notice board from Elmhurst 
Park.  
 
Members agreed to the following:  
Elmhurst Park Sign 
To ask the Rubbish Museum if they would be interested in the sign, and if not, 
then to advertise on Facebook or the website for a donation to the local food 
bank. 
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Tide Mill Way Planters 
To sell on Ebay or Facebook Market Place. 
 
The 7 Metal bins from Elmhurst Park: 
To explore repurposing the bins as tree guards, to contact the workshop on 
Sandy Lane to get quotes for the costs involved. 
 
Black Woodbridge Town Council Notice Board 
Members agreed that they would like to repurpose the notice board and 
requested that Officers explore Whisstock’s Sea Wall, the Highways land near the 
Red Lion and the Community Hall and the costs involved to install it. 
  

6. To consider a request from Cllr Walsh regarding additional noticeboards on 
the Town Council Estate. 
 
Members agreed to defer the decision on purchasing additional notice boards 
and requested Officers to investigate a wider marketing policy for the Town. To 
investigate taking over the old Martlesham Town Council notice board in the 
recently added area to the parish of Woodbridge, speak to schools with 
regards to having community notice boards available, speaking to Melton 
Parish Council about their management of Next Door and taking a paper to 
Town Council to consider.  
 

7. To consider the installation of the Suffolk Wildlife’s solitary bee homes into the 
estate. 
 
The Committee agreed to work with Suffolk Wildlife Trust to agree a suitable 
location for the bee homes and come back with final costs to install in suggest 
location. 
 

8. To receive a recommendation from the Allotments Working Party. 
 
The committee voted to not accept the recommendation from the Allotments 
Working Party and requested the Working Party meet again with the 
Woodbridge Allotment Association.    
 

9. To consider the installation of USB charging points on the bandstand in 
Elmhurst Park. 

 
Members agreed to install USB charging points on the leg of the bandstand.  
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  Councillor Miller 

                  Chair 

10. To receive an update from officers regarding the Council’s grounds 
maintenance contract.  
 
Members of the committee noted the update and requested that Officers 
enforce the terms in the contract regarding payment for work completed. 
 
  

11.  To receive an update regarding acquisition of land. 
 
Members agreed to license the land from Suffolk Highways for no charge and 
to further discuss the opportunity with Transition Woodbridge to further 
enhance the Town by helping to maintaining the area.  
 

12. To consider the requirement for additional storage/ workspace for the 
Council’s Maintenance Officer in Elmhurst Park.  
 
Members agreed to defer the item to investigate the use of the Gardeners 
Shed and the contract with the Grounds Maintenance contractors.  
 

13. Closure. 
The meeting was closed at 8.35pm. 
 



  
Item 5 
To receive an update on the Elmhurst Park toilet refurbishment tender and recent quotes 
received.    
 
In April 2024, the committee agreed: 

 
The Estates Officer is currently seeking quotes from contractors for the refurbishment of 
Elmhurst Park toilets. 
 
The quotes received for some of the work is uploaded to SharePoint. As an indication we feel 
that the proposed work will amount to roughly £25,000. 
 
Members to receive an update on the Elmhurst Park toilet refurbishment tender and 
recent quotes received.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

793. To consider the options of reopening of the Elmhurst Park toilets 

Members asked the Deputy Town Clerk to provide a costed proposal to fully 
refurbish the toilets in Elmhurst Park to include gender neutral toilets, designed 
with anti-vandalism solutions. 



  
Item 6 
To receive a report from the Estates Officer regarding play surface refurbishment at 
Kingston Playing Field and Elmhurst Park. 

Following an annual inspection of the estates play areas, the Estate Officer and Town Clerk 
have prioritised the condition of the play area surfacing in Kingston and Elmhurst Park as 
Health and Safety risk.  The tender document was advertised on the Government 
Procurement Portal and sent to a few specialist contractors. The Estates Officer has met with 
several contractors for site visits. 

Supplier  Product  
Name  

Total Price  
(Ex VAT)  

Environmental 
& Product 
integrity 
Considerations  

Warranty  Comments  

SHORT LISTED  
Contractor 1 Play Matta Tiles  £35,942.00  Appendix B 

refers.  
www.matta.co.uk  

10 years   
• Competiti
ve price, all 
groundworks and 
temporary 
fencing included. 
• Environm
ental compliance 
• Product 
used by East 
Suffolk Council - 
Installed at 
Martello Park 
Felixstowe. 
 

Contractor 2 Gummibond 
rubber mulch  

£32,816.00  Appendix C 
refers.  
www.ecosurface.
co.uk  

5 years   
• Competiti
ve price, all 
groundworks 
included.  
• Temporar
y fencing an 
additional cost  
• Environm
ental compliance  
 

NOT SHORT LISTED  
Contractor 3 Not Quoted   

• Only a partial quote for 
prioritised items, prevents total price 
comparisons  
 

Contractor 4  Premium Eco-
Mulch  

£36,734.00  The literature 
provided is not 
clear regarding 
product 
credentials  

None   
• Environm
ental 
considerations 
not met.  
• No 
warranty  
 

Contractor 5  Eco-Mulch  £46,608.71  The literature 
provided is not 
clear regarding 
product 
credentials  

None   
• Environm
ental 
considerations 
not met.  
• No 
warranty  



  
 

Contractor 6  Bonded rubber 
mulch  

£54,183.10  The literature 
provided 
indicates this 
product is 
appropriate  

5 years   
• Uncom
petitive price  
 

Contractor 7  Rubber Mulch  £25,679.00  Not suitable for 
nursery surfaces 
due to toxins 
contained within 
the product  

1 year   
• Environm
ental 
considerations 
not met.  
• No 
ground works or 
temporary 
fencing included.  
• Limited 
warranty  
 

Contractor 8  Rubber Mulch  £39,565.30  Not suitable for 
nursery surfaces 
due to toxins 
contained within 
the product  

1 year   
• Environm
ental 
considerations 
not met.  
• All 
groundworks and 
temporary 
fencing included.  
• Limited 
warranty  
 

Conclusion 

The two short listed companies provide very different products, both of which would provide 
a suitable fit for purpose surface, whilst also meeting the Councils high standards of 
environmental sustainability. 

Price differential is less than 10% with the more expensive product installed with a 10-year 
rather than 5-year warranty. 

Site visits to existing product installations will ensure product aesthetics align with 
expectations. 

Recommendations 

1. The Town Council should satisfy themselves of the aesthetic qualities of each product 
before appointing their preferred contractor. 

2. Approval of a single contract for all resurfacing works across both play areas will provide 
benefits of economies of scale. 

3. Consideration could be given to adopting a phased approach to both the implementation 
plan and payment schedule. 

The full Play Surfaces Refurbishment report is available to view on SharePoint. 

Members are asked to agree on a desired product from the shortlisted contractors and 
approve finance for installation.  



  
Item 7 
To receive a report regarding the recent unauthorised vehicular access of Kingston 
Playing and are asked to consider investment to improve the current perimeter security 
of the Town’s Estate. 
 

During the afternoon of Wednesday 7th August 2024, members of the travelling community 
towed three caravans along Cherry Tree Road, across Kingston Farm Road and onto 
Kingston Field, quickly establishing an unlawful encampment along the Southwest boundary 
hedge. A full report regarding the incident has been uploaded to SharePoint.  

The Town Council has a legal responsibility to ensure that the public areas which they own 
and maintained are safe and secure public places. There are several ways to achieve this 
depending upon aesthetic preferences and available budget.  

Vulnerable areas in the Council’s estate: 

Fitzgerald Green. 

Although large posts have been partially installed along the perimeter, significant gaps 
remain.  

 
 

 



  
Elmhurst Park. 

There are 2 service roads from Lime Kiln Quay Road passing the Bowls Club, that provide vehicular 
access through double gates that do not provide adequate level of security from unauthorised 
vehicles.  

Northeast Gate 

  

Southeast Gate 

 



  

 

Kingston Playing Field 

Details of this is provided in the report uploaded to SharePoint. 

Broom Heath. 

Whilst the Broom Heath perimeter is secured, we are aware of several unauthorised vehicles utilising 
the car park for overnight stays. Without a height restriction it is possible for caravans or large 
motorhomes to access the area. There is also a large concrete pyramid barrier which will need to be 
reinstated.  

 



  

 

 

 

Suggested Solutions. 

Fitzgerald green  

Continue the wood posts around the perimeter. 

 

Elmhurst Park  

Install removable bollards that are secured with 
padlocks, leaving the existing gates in situ.  

 

 

 

 



  
Kingston  

Installation of perimeter barriers like the existing barriers at Fen Meadow, Seckford Street. 

 

Broom Heath 

Install two height restriction barriers such as:  

 

 

Members are asked to consider investment to improve the current perimeter security of 
the Town’s Estate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
Item 8 
To consider a request to install a bench on Fen Meadow and provide a plaque for the Oak 
Sapling on Kingston Field. 

The following email was received from Councillor Walsh. The Town Clerk confirmed this 
request would fall in the Amenities Committee remit and not for the Climate committee.  

Hi 
Please can the following be put on the Climate Agenda… 1. To purchase or make a bench next to the fruit trees, at the top of 
the hill, in Fenn Meadow, lovely spot to sit and help pick the fruit and eat it. 
2. Fund a plaque for the young adult who donated and planted the oak tree sapling in Kingston Field. 
Thanks 
Catherine 

Members are asked to consider a request to install a bench on Fen Meadow and provide 
a plaque for the Oak Sapling on Kingston Field. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
Item 9 
To consider project funding requests for the 2025/26 Financial Year.    
 
Section 3.1 of the Council’s Financial Regulations state: 
 
(Each Committee) shall thereafter formulate and submit proposals for the following 
financial year to the Finance Committee not later than the end of October each year, 
including any proposals for revising the forecast. A suggested template for forecasting will 
be provided to the relevant committees. 
 
The spending proposed at this point is separate from which would be funded from the 
Committee’s own budget – these would be standalone projects in the Council’s budget, 
represented by a unique account code.  However, the Finance Committee may (and have 
in the past) recommend that smaller projects be funded from the Committee’s own budget 
as means to reduce the impact on the Council’s precept request.  
 
This item therefore provides Members with the first opportunity to discuss potential projects 
to be recommended to the Finance Committee. The template referenced in section 3.1 is 
provided overleaf.  
 
Woodbridge Town Council, through the qualifications held by the Town Clerk are able to 
adopt the ‘General Power of Competence’, a broad power that enables local authorities in 
England and Wales to do anything that an individual can do, provided that it is not prohibited 
by law. It would be wise however to consider the broad list of statutory provision provided to 
Local Council’s to ensure any potential project is broadly defined that list.  
 
Members are asked to consider project funding requests for the 2025/26 Financial Year.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions    

Allotments Duty to provide allotments. 
Small Holding & Allotments Act 
1908, ss. 23, 26, and 42 

 

Power to improve and adapt 
land for allotments, and to 
let grazing rights 

 

   
Baths and 
washhouses 

Power to provide public 
baths and washhouses 

Public Health Act 1936, ss. 221, 
222, 223 and 227 

   

Burial grounds, 
cemeteries and 
crematoria 

Power to acquire and 
maintain 

Open Spaces Act 1906, Ss 9 and 
10; Local Government Act 1972, s. 
214; Parish Councils and Burial 
Authorities(Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1970, s. 1 

 Power to provide 
Local Government Act 1972, s. 
214(6) 

 
Power to agree to maintain 
monuments and memorials 

 

 
Power to contribute towards 
expenses of cemeteries 

 

   

Bus shelters 
Power to provide and 
maintain shelters 

Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provision) Act 
1953, s. 4 

Bye-laws 
Power to make bye-laws in 
regard to pleasure grounds 

Public Health Act 1875, s. 164 

 Cycle parks 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, 
s.57(7) 

 Baths and washhouses Public Health Act 1936, s.223 

 
Open spaces and burial 
grounds 

Open Spaces Act 1906, s.15 

 
Mortuaries and post-
mortem rooms 

Public Health Act 1936, s.198 

   

Clocks 
Power to provide public 
clocks 

Parish Councils Act 1957, s.2 

   



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions 

Closed churchyards Powers as to maintenance Local Government Act 1972, s.215 
   

Common pastures 
Powers in relation to 
providing common pasture 

Smallholdings and Allotments 
Act 1908, s.34 

   

Conference facilities 

Power to provide and 
encourage the use of 
facilities 

Local Government Act 1972, s.144 

   

Community centres 

Power to provide and equip 
buildings for use of clubs 
having athletic, social or 
recreational objectives 

Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
1976 s.19 

   

Crime prevention 

Powers to install and 
maintain equipment and 
establish and maintain a 
scheme for detection or 
prevention of crime 

Local Government and Rating 
Act 1997, s.31 

 
Power to contribute to police 
services e.g. PCSOs 

Police Act 1996, s.92 

 

Duty on Parish Councils to 
consider crime reduction in 
every policy and action 

s17 Crime and Disorder Act 1998 
(as amended) 

   

Drainage 
Power to deal with ponds 
and ditches 

Public Health Act 1936, s.260 

   

Dogs 
Power to make a Dog 
Control Order 

Cleaner Neighbourhoods and 
Environment Act 2005 

 

Power to take enforcement 
action against those who 
commit an offence against 
a Dog Control Order 

 

   
Entertainment and the 
arts 

Provision of entertainment 
and support of the arts 

Local Government Act 1972, s.145 

   



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions 

Flyposting and Graffiti 

Power to take enforcement 
action against those that 
flypost or graffiti 

Cleaner Neighbourhoods and 
Environment Act 2005 

   
Gifts Power to accept Local Government Act 1972, s.139 
   

Highways 
Power to maintain footpaths 
and bridle-ways 

Highways Act 1980, ss.43,50 

 
Power to light roads and 
public places 

Parish Councils Act 1957, s.3; 

 Provision of litter bins Highways Act 1980, s.301 

 

Powers to provide parking 
places for bicycles and 
motor-cycles, and other 
vehicles 

 

 

Power to enter into 
agreement as to dedication 
and widening 

Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6 

 
Power to provide roadside 
seats and shelters 

Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, 
ss.57,63 

  Highways Act 1980, ss.30,72 

 

Consent of parish council 
required for ending 
maintenance of highway at 
public expense, or for 
stopping up or diversion of 
highway 

Parish Councils Act 1957, s.1 

 

Power to complain to 
highway authority as to 
unlawful stopping up or 
obstruction of highway or 
unlawful encroachment on 
roadside wastes 

Highways Act 1980, ss.47,116 



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions 

 

Power to provide traffic 
signs and other objects or 
devices warning of danger 

Highways Act 1980, s.130 

 

Power to plant trees and lay 
out grass verges etc. and to 
maintain them 

Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, 
s.72 

  Highways Act 1980, s.96 
   

Investments 

Power to participate in 
schemes of collective 
investment 

Trustee Investments Act 1961, s.11 

   

Land 

Power to acquire by 
agreement, to appropriate, 
to dispose of 

Local Government Act 1972, 
ss.124, 126, 127 

 Power to accept gifts of land Local Government Act 1972, s.139 
   
Litter Provision of receptacles Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6 

 

Power to take enforcement 
action against those that 
litter 

Cleaner Neighbourhoods and 
Environment Act 2005 

   

Lotteries Powers to promote 
Lotteries and Amusements Act 
1976, s.7 

   

Mortuaries and post 
mortem rooms 

Powers to provide 
mortuaries and post 
mortem rooms 

Public Health Act 1936, s.198 

   

Open spaces 
Power to acquire land and 
maintain 

Public Health Act 1875, s.164 Open 
Spaces Act 1906, ss.9 and 10 

   

Parish documents 
Powers to direct as to their 
custody 

Local Government Act 1972, s.226 

   

Telecommunications 
facilities 

Power to pay public 
telecommunications 
operators any loss 
sustained providing 
telecommunication facilities 

Telecommunications Act 1984, 
s.97 

   



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions 

Public buildings and 
village hall 

Power to provide buildings 
for public meetings and 
assemblies 

Local Government Act 1972, s.133 

      
Public conveniences Power to provide Public Health Act 1936, s.87 
   

Sustainable 
communities 

Able to be represented on a 
panel of representatives to 
be consulted on proposals 
that would contribute to 
sustainable communities 

Sustainable Communities Act 
2007 

   
Town and country 
planning 

Right to be notified of 
planning applications 

Town and Country Planning Act 
1990, Sched.1, para. 8 

   

Tourism 

Power to encourage visitors 
and provide conference and 
other facilities 

Local Government Act 1972, s.144 

   

Traffic calming 

Powers to contribute 
financially to traffic calming 
schemes 

Highways Act 1980, s.274A 

   

Transport 

Powers in relation to car-
sharing schemes, taxi fare 
concessions and 
information about transport 

Local Government and Rating 
Act 1997, s.26, 28 and 29 

 
Powers to make grants for 
bus services 

Transport Act 1985, s.106A 

   

War memorials 

Power to maintain, repair, 
protect and alter war 
memorials 

War Memorials (Local Authorities' 
Powers) Act 1923, s.1; as extended 
by Local Government Act 1948, 
s.133 

Water supply 

Power to utilise well, spring 
or stream and to provide 
facilities for obtaining water 
from them 

Public Health Act 1936, s.125 

   

Well-Being 
Power to well-being of the 
area (for eligible councils) 

s2 and 4 of the Local 
Government Act 2000 (as 



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions 

amended by Part 4 of the Local 
Government and Public 
Involvement in Health Act 2007) 

 
 
 



 

Section 3.1 of the Council’s Financial Regulations states that Committees must submit requests for funding in the forthcoming 
years budget to the Finance Committee no later than the end of October. The Finance Committee will consider requests only 
with supporting information including quotations, reports from experts etc. The decision of the Finance Committee whether or 
not to include project funding within the budget is final.  

 

Committee                                     Chair 

 
 

Amenities Cllr Sharon Miller 

 

     

 

Project Location Requirement Requested budget 
funding 

Anticipated yearly 
maintenance 

Notes 

    
  

  

      

      


