
To Members of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee 

Cllr Adelson Cllr. Beck Cllr. O’ Nolan 
Cllr. Pegg Cllr. Sanders Cllr. Walsh 

Cllr. Wilks 

Non-Council Members 

Rob Berry Jane Healey Jan Pulsford 
Oscar Brennecke-Dunn Mel Menhams  

You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of the Climate and Ecological 
Emergency Committee to be held at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 25th September at 7pm 

   Greg Diaper 
   Town Clerk  
   20th September 2024 

Public Attendance 

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend.  The public will be invited to give 
their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda, or raise issues for 
consideration of inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to fifteen minutes 
duration. 

The Town Council, members of the public and press may record/ film or broadcast this 
meeting when the press and public are not lawfully excluded. Any member of the public who 
attends this meeting is advised that the Town Council cannot control 3rd party recording. 

Agenda 

1. Apologies

2. Declarations of Member Interests.
To receive any declarations of interest in respect of items on this agenda.

3. Requests for dispensations.



  
To consider requests for dispensations from Members on matters in which they have a 
disclosable pecuniary interest, other registerable or non-registerable interest. 

 
4. Public question time 

For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at a future 
meeting of the Council. Fifteen minutes maximum – three minutes per person. 

 
5. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 31st July 2024.  

 
6. To receive a presentation from Prof. Peter Hobson regarding the aims and priorities 

of the Committee. 
 

7. To agree a date for the stand alone meeting to consider the aims and priorities of the 
Committee. 

 
8. To consider the purchase and installation of a bike repair station for Woodbridge.  

 
9. To consider the planting of a ‘Tiny Forest’ on the Town Council estate.  

 
10. To consider if Members wish to volunteer as an ‘Energy Champion’ as part of the 

County led thermal image camera project.   
 
11. To note a report from the Suffolk Wildlife Trust regarding the summer activities.  

 
12. To consider the possibility of a traffic free day in Woodbridge.  

 
13. To note the Woodbridge Community Clean-up event (date TBC) and to consider an 

offer to include some planting/seed sewing in Elmhurst Park in the event. 
 

14. To consider booking an empty shop in the Thoroughfare for a climate change event.  
 

15. To consider a Climate Change Cafe meeting to be held in the library. 
 

16. To consider an exhibition on Climate Change in the community hall. 
 
17. Closure. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee held at the 
Shire Hall on Wednesday 31st July 2024 at 7pm 
 
Councillors:   
 
Present:    D Adelson, E O’Nolan, R Sanders and C Walsh.  
 
Non-Council Members: Rob Berry, Jane Healey, Jan Pulsford and Mel Menhams.  
 
Apologies:   E Beck and M Wilks. 
 
Absent  
without apologies:   D Pegg 

 
In Attendance:  Town Clerk and one member of the public. 
 

1. Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence were approved from Councillors Beck and Wilks. 
 

2. To receive Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no Declarations of Interest. 

3. Public Question Time 
 
The member of the public present did not wish to address the Council.  
  

4. To agree and approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 26th June 2024 
 
The minutes of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee meeting held 
26th June 2024 were approved. 
 

5. To appoint Non-Council Members to the Committee.  
 
The Committee agreed to appoint Oscar Brennecke-Dunn as a Non-Council 
member to the Woodbridge Town Council Climate Ecological Emergency 
Committee. 
 

6. To receive an update from the Working Parties of the Committee 
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Trees and Rewilding – Biodiversity Action Plan working group to consider the 
surveying of the Elmhurst Park wildflower area as part of their plan.  
Possible interest in a tree giveaway to other Woodbridge ‘Avenues’.  
 
Ebike/ Modal Shift – The Committee agreed to disband this Working Party.  
 
Herbicide – Town Clerk asked to write to DCllr Noble and District Councillors 
regarding the use of glyphosate by East Suffolk Council contractors.    
 
Carbon Audit – Nothing to report. 
 
Rainwater Flooding – Nothing to report. 
 
Creative Writing – Nothing to report. 
 
Biodiversity Action Plan - Nothing to report. 
 

7. To consider the aims and objectives of the Committee, and review any 
outstanding projects. 
 
The Committee agreed to organise a stand alone meeting to discuss the Climate 
Committee action before the September meeting.   
 

8. To propose items for inclusion in the monthly Committee press release. 
 
The Committee asked for the following to be included in the monthly press release: 
 
- Parish tree warden post.  

  
9. To consider the purchase and installation of a bike repair station for 

Woodbridge. 
 
The Town Clerk was asked to write to local schools offering a bike repair station.  
 
Members were asked to consider possible locations for bike repair station prior to 
a decision at the September meeting of the Committee. 
 

10. To consider the position of parish tree warden. 
 
The Town Clerk was asked to contact the Suffolk Tree Warden Network to ask how 
the Council can assist with advertising the position.  
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                                   Councillor O’Nolan 
                                     Vice-Chair 
 
 
 

 

11. Closure  
 
The meeting was closed at 8.06pm 

 



  
Item 7 
To agree a date for the stand alone meeting to consider the aims and priorities of the 
Committee. 

At the July meeting of the Committee it was agreed to organise a standalone meeting to 
consider the aims and objectives of the Committee – this item allows the Committee the 
opportunity to agree a suitable date.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. To consider the aims and objectives of the Committee, and review any 
outstanding projects. 
 
The Committee agreed to organise a standalone meeting to discuss the Climate 
Committee action before the September meeting.   
 



  
Item 8 
To consider the purchase and installation of a bike repair station for Woodbridge.  
 
Members considered the purchase of a bike repair station at the July meeting and were 
asked to consider potential locations should the Committee agree to purchase – that item 
is provided below, with further research into potential purchases and placement location 
undertaken by the Chair supplied thereafter.  
 
Members are asked to consider the purchase and installation of a bike repair station for 
Woodbridge.  
 

Cllr.Walsh has requested this item be placed on the CEEC agenda: 
 
Please can the following be put on the Climate committee agenda… Purchase a bike repair 
station, and decide where it should be positioned. Possible locations that I could think of 
were Market Hill or  outside the station, obviously much easier if on TC land. 
 
Bike repair stations are stand-alone units equipped with the tools people need to fix, tune 
and repair the most common mechanical problems with their bikes. 
 
The following article and video on the Sustrans website provides further information on the 
requirement for Bike Repair Stations: 
 
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/opinion/2021/august/why-bike-repair-stations-
are-crucial-for-encouraging-active-travel  
 
Cllr Walsh provided these photos of a unit in situ: 

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/opinion/2021/august/why-bike-repair-stations-are-crucial-for-encouraging-active-travel
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/opinion/2021/august/why-bike-repair-stations-are-crucial-for-encouraging-active-travel


  

  
 
The model shown in the above photo has the brand Pittman, an Irish company/ agent 
Impact Recovery Systems of the USA offering their full range of highway bollards, cycle lane 
delineators and traffic kerbing. 
 
https://www.pittman.ie/products/mantis-bike-repair-station  
 
The station shown in the photo appears to be a Mantis Stand – Mantis being a Slovenia 
Company whose products are distributed in the UK by Secure Cycle Stores of Liverpool.  
 
https://mantis-stands.com/en/  
https://securecyclestore.com/products/cycle-storage/public-bike-repair-stands/  
 
A Google search provides ‘Turvec’ as a similar UK based company for the higher end of the 
market (Data sheet provided overleaf).  
 
https://turvec.com/product/public-bike-repair-stand-pump  
 
 
Whilst cheaper models can also be found.  
 
https://www.streetfurnituredirect.co.uk/bike-repair-station.html  
 
 

https://www.pittman.ie/products/mantis-bike-repair-station
https://mantis-stands.com/en/
https://securecyclestore.com/products/cycle-storage/public-bike-repair-stands/
https://turvec.com/product/public-bike-repair-stand-pump
https://www.streetfurnituredirect.co.uk/bike-repair-station.html


  
The Terms of Reference for this Committee states: 
 
The Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee shall: 

incur expenditure on promoting, publicising and supporting measures designed to reduce 
the Town’s carbon footprint  
 
The installation of hardware to promote and support cycling would be in line with the 
Committees Terms of Reference.  
 
Cllr. Walsh is correct that the placement of such an item would be much easier on the Town 
Council estate – we currently have bikes racks at the following locations: 
 
- Market Square 
- Whisstocks Place 
- Selwyn Square (entrance to Elmhurst Park) 
The Council also holds a license from the Highways Authority to install two racks outside of 
Virute Electric Bikes on the Thoroughfare. Racks are also present on Brook Street (outside 
Costa Coffee), and in the Hamblin Road car park (on East Suffolk Council land).  

Members are therefore asked: 

- To consider the purchase and installation of a bike repair station for Woodbridge. 
- The location for any potential purchase to be installed.  

 

 
 - Bike Repair Station & Pump, Turvec £1275 ex VAT 
 
https://turvec.com/product/public-bike-repair-stand-pump 
 
Option to add own branding.  
 
Tools: 
 
Hex/allen keys 
Screwdrivers flat head and Philips 
Torx T25 screwdriver 
Adjustable Spanner 
Pedal wrenches (flat wrench) 
3 x tyre levers 
 
All attached with steel cable 
 
Pump with Schrada and Presta valves  

https://turvec.com/product/public-bike-repair-stand-pump


  
 
- The Bike Storage Company £895 ex VAT 
 
Tools: 
 
Hex/allen keys 
Screwdrivers flathead and Philips 
Torx T25 
2 x spanners (no AJ) 
Pedal spanner 
2 x tyre levers 
Attached with cables (much thinner) 
Pump 
 
Street Furniture £220 ex VAT 
 
Tools: 
Hex/Allen key set 
Screwdrivers flat and Philips 
Tyre levers 
Pump 
 
Placement of bicycle repair station 
Cycle Route 1 through Woodbridge 
https://explore.osmaps.com/?lat=52.094124&lon=1.313384&zoom=15.4424&style=Standard
&type=2d&overlays=os-ncn-layer 
 

 

https://explore.osmaps.com/?lat=52.094124&lon=1.313384&zoom=15.4424&style=Standard&type=2d&overlays=os-ncn-layer
https://explore.osmaps.com/?lat=52.094124&lon=1.313384&zoom=15.4424&style=Standard&type=2d&overlays=os-ncn-layer


  
Item 9 
To consider the planting of a ‘Tiny Forest’ on the Town Council estate. 
 
What is a Tiny Forest? 

A Tiny Forest is a dense, fast-growing native woodland that is around the size of a tennis 
court. The forest is not only an attractive location for butterflies, birds, bees and small 
mammals; it’s also a nice place for people as well. Children can learn about nature, and it 
provides a pleasant and healthy spot for neighbours to come together. 

Nature makes people healthy and happy, but unfortunately, we have less and less green 
space in our increasingly urbanised living environment. By planting a Tiny Forest the size of 
a tennis court, you can help bring nature and adventure back into our busy urban society. A 
Tiny Forest gives children a place to play and discover how important nature is, and it also 
has a beneficial effect on the climate in the city. 

The following link is a guide to the planting of a Tiny Forest: 

https://www.greenflagaward.org/media/2136/tf_handbook_2019_english_0.pdf  

 

Members are asked to consider the planting of a ‘Tiny Forest’ on the Town Council estate. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.greenflagaward.org/media/2136/tf_handbook_2019_english_0.pdf


  
Item 10 
To consider if Members wish to volunteer as an ‘Energy Champion’ as part of the County 
led thermal image camera project.   
 

Keep the Heat: Community Thermal Imaging in Suffolk 2024-25: 

A County Council led project where they lend thermal imaging cameras to “Camera Hosts” 
for two to four weeks. Local residents sign up to have a picture of their house taken. They’re 
given advice as to how to better insulate it.  

https://www.greensuffolk.org/communities/communitysupport/thermal-
cameras/#:~:text=What%20is%20the%20Thermal%20Imaging,for%20households%20in%20t
heir%20community.  

From the Project Support Officer: 

Thanks for registering your Expression of Interest for Keep the Heat: this year’s community 
thermal imaging project. 

Now everyone has registered, we can plan where the Camera Hosts will be located. Camera 
Hosts are spread across the county so that you don’t have to travel too far to pick up and 
drop off the shared equipment. 

Once these are confirmed, you will receive a link to book your slot with the thermal imaging 
equipment. You will be able to book a slot for 2 or 4 weeks and choose from any of the 
Camera Hosts located around the county. Booking slots will be available from November to 
the end of March. 

Once you have booked your slot, resources will be available to help you find volunteers to 
carry out the thermal surveys, information on the training to attend, and resources to 
advertise the thermal surveys to households in your community.  

Info Packs will also be with the Camera Hosts, so you can give one to every home surveyed. 
Info Packs contain resources on funding available to the residents and energy saving advice 
so they can make their home warmer.  

Training is being offered: 

 As part of the new thermal imaging project, we are looking to offer free energy champion 
training. An energy champion is someone in the community who gives advice to local 
people to help them make their home more energy efficient to save money and carbon 
emissions. This would be particularly useful when speaking to residents about their thermal 
images. The training session would be 2 hours long. 

Would anyone like to volunteer to be the “Energy Champion” and to undertake the two 
hour training course? 

 

https://www.greensuffolk.org/communities/communitysupport/thermal-cameras/#:%7E:text=What%20is%20the%20Thermal%20Imaging,for%20households%20in%20their%20community
https://www.greensuffolk.org/communities/communitysupport/thermal-cameras/#:%7E:text=What%20is%20the%20Thermal%20Imaging,for%20households%20in%20their%20community
https://www.greensuffolk.org/communities/communitysupport/thermal-cameras/#:%7E:text=What%20is%20the%20Thermal%20Imaging,for%20households%20in%20their%20community


  
Item 11 
To note a report from the Suffolk Wildlife Trust regarding the summer activities. 
 

The Council provides in its budget £3000 for the Suffolk Wildlife Trust to run summer activities 
for families on the Council estate – a report from SWT is provided overleaf. 

Members are asked to note a report from the Suffolk Wildlife Trust regarding the summer 
activities. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Report Summer 2024 
 

Suffolk Wildlife Trust and Woodbridge Town Council promoting nature 
engagement and encouraging people to make their gardens a little more 

‘wild, for wildlife’. 
 
We have had another summer of fun in Woodbridge parks, and I am grateful for the opportunity to 
spread the importance of both having fun and learning to love nature, but also the need for 
everyone to get active for nature. 
 
As in previous years, events were promoted with posters around Woodbridge and on local Facebook 
pages, booking was on the WTC Eventbrite page, which I set up on your behalf. In addition, this year 
I offered whole school assemblies promoting these events – these were taken up by St Mary’s 
Primary and Kyson Primary and were very well received. We also made flyers and an e-flyer which 
every child at all 4 primary schools received (Woodbridge Primary and Woodbridge Prep as well). 
 
Despite this, numbers were down this summer on previous years and I am not sure why. We 
reached both old faces and new faces, but don’t seem to have penetrated the local Woodbridge 
What’s App groups, which I am aware has happened in the past and is a great way for the word to 
spread. 
 
Differing from previous years, by far the most popular events this year were the Kingston Fields 
Drop-in sessions, which were inundated every time. Peak times here were 11.30am-2.30pm, when 
many families were coming for a play and a picnic and loved that Suffolk Wildlife Trust was there 
(tho most hadn’t known we would be there). 
 
Kingston Fields is a great venue for attracting ‘new-to-nature’ families – who have come to play in 
the park and then stumble across us come and join in as well as those ‘in the know’. The down-side 
of creating structures in Kingston Fields is that they appear to be the most likely to be vandalised - as 
has happened to both the stag stack and minibeast mansion from last year and the tiny washing up 
bowl pond from this year. It is worth noting that the litter here is considerable. 
 
Below I have listed numbers of attendees at each session and a brief summary. It is worth noting 
that often the highest engagement value, is on sessions with fewer number. 
 
August 
Thurs 8th – 10-11.30am. Tots Love Bugs - Elmhurst Park 
Approx 20 tots and elder siblings and 20 parents. Really positive session – Tots were very into bug 
hunting and found many ladybirds, ladybird larvae and pupa. Lots of creatures found in the long 
grass in the park and many positive discussions. Muddy fun was also popular!  
 
Thurs 8th – 1pm – 3pm. Save our Bugs – Elmhurst Park 
11 kids and 6 adults. This was a great, focused group. Run more like a classroom, kids were 
interested and attentive – they wanted to learn about wildlife and insects. We didn’t find a huge 
number of insects, again mainly ladybirds, but we did get active creating a small washing up bowl 
pond, tidied up the minibeast mansion and did a big litter pick. 
 
Fri 9th – 10am-1pm – Nature based craft & activity session, raising awareness for minibeasts / bugs 
– Drop-In sessions at Kingston Fields. Busy session – possibly 50 in total, but I was too busy to count 
or take pictures. Mini beast hunting was popular, but we couldn't find many minibeasts! We learnt  



 
 

 
 
about how important insects are, especially bees (which seemed to be the hot topic of the session), 
and had some great discussions about people’s gardens and actions they can do in the summer 
holidays. It’s a shame we can’t follow these up and find out if they really do take action. 
 
Thurs 15th – 10–11.30am. Tots love Stag beetles - Elmhurst Park  
Only 9 tots – more had booked on, just didn’t turn up. This provided a great opportunity to really 
chat to kids and adults about stag beetles and how their actions can make a difference – including 
one adult who said, “oh no, is that bad that I cleared away a tree from my garden a few years ago 
then? There were loads of grubs in it, I just didn’t think”…..it shows the importance of education. 
 
Thurs 15th – 1pm – 3pm. Save our Stag Beetles in Elmhurst Park 
Only 5 kids & 3 adults –again, more were booked on, but didn’t turn up. It was a really hot day, 
which may have made a difference. Again, the quality of engagement was great, everyone learnt so 
much about stag beetles and how they can help them in their garden. We built another small 
washing up bowl pond and we buried 3 big logs underground as stag beetle egg laying habitats. We 
put up the Stag Beetle Home signs from last year and sorted the minibeast mansion a little as well! 
 
Fri 16th – 10am–1pm. Nature based craft & activity session, raising awareness for Beetles & Stag 
Beetles – Drop-in session in Kingston Fields 
So much fun! We were inundated. I lost count but we must have had 30-40 kids and then their 
adults. Lots of grandparents. They loved looking at the (dead) stag beetles and learning about them. 
Crafts were most popular and there was lots of discussion about stag beetles and gardens. This could 
have gone on all day! Only issue that is I found the little pond broken – stepped in and the logs from 
the stag home pulled up and living under the pirate ship! 
 
Thurs 29th - 10am-11.30am.  Tots love Hedgehogs - Elmhurst Park  
13 kids, 14 adults. This was a good session however, I would have liked a few more Tots for the last 
session (previously the word had got around and sessions were over booked). People did say they 
hadn’t heard about it, but I don’t know what else I could have done in advertising. It was really lovely 
to hear stories of people with hedgehogs in their gardens locally and we had lots of time for 
discussions around gardening for hedgehogs and fun facts. 
 
Thurs 29th 1pm – 3pm. Hedgehog box building in Fitzgerald Green 
This event booked out really quickly. I had 15 kits for 15 children. Despite emailing them several 
times in the run up to the event - as a reminder of the event and highlighting the location of 
Fitzgerald Green, only 5 children turned up. I am really disappointed about this. On the plus side, it 
did mean that all families were able to make a few hedgehog homes and all had ideas of where they 
would put them, and there was lots of time for discussions about hedgehog friendly gardening. I am 
not sure if the venue was the issue, or if the event being free means people don’t worry about 
cancelling, or why this session was quieter. This really has confused me. 
 
Fri 30th - 10am–1pm. Nature based craft and activity session, raising awareness for Hedgehogs and 
other wildlife – Drop-in session in Kingston Fields. This was a really busy session – again around 40 
children and 20 adults joined in - not all at the same time and average for about an hour. We had 
hedgehog medal making for participants that completed a hedgehog trail, minibeast hunting, crafts, 
bug hunting (hedgehog food) and many discussions about gardening for hedgehogs. We also built 
the remaining hedgehog home kits and have 2 in Kingston Fields, in bushes next to the allotment. I 
don’t expect hedgehogs to use these, but it would be great if kids find them and are curious about 
them……. 



 
 

 
 
 

 
What next? 
 
Of the £3000, we have spent £2,560 and have £440 remaining. 
 
I am away at October half term, but I am keen to try some after school activities. With these funds I 
could run a drop in ‘Hedgehog awareness / beware of bonfire night’ session in Kingston Fields, after 
school, before bonfire night. 
 
I could also run a drop in pre Halloween, family bat walk around Fen Meadow & the 2 cemetery’s 
early one evening, with a focus on how special bats are, how many bat species we have in 
Woodbridge and how we can help bats in our gardens. 
 
I think trying something a little different would help us plan for next Summer as I feel like we need a 
rethink and to try a new approach for next year. Knowing now that you are keen to run sessions next 
Summer is very helpful as we will start planning 2025 imminently. 
 
Thank you again for this opportunity. If you would like any further information on these sessions, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
All photos on the next pages have had verbal permission from parents and children prior to taking 
photos (many weren’t keen and so photos were not taken). They have been advised that photos may 
be used on social media and in reports, so do feel free to share them. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Charlie Zakss 
 
Charlie Zakss 
Engagement Officer 
07766245548 
charlie.zakss@suffolkwildlifetrust.org 
Please note I work part time, 3 days a week between Monday and Thursday.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:charlie.zakss@suffolkwildlifetrust.org
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Kingston Fields and Fitzgerald Green 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Item 12 
To consider the possibility of a traffic free day in Woodbridge. 

Members will recall that this Committee organised two car free days in Woodbridge – this 
involved the closure of the Thoroughfare and sections of New Street, Church Street and 
Cumberland Street: 

 

The Chair has posed the following questions for discussion should the Committee wish to 
consider relaunching this event for 2025.  

- what would the response of the shop owners be? Research to be done 

- which areas would be included, allowing access for emergency vehicles 

- how many times a year, could it coincide with other events/bank holidays/market days 

 

Members are asked to consider the possibility of a traffic free day in Woodbridge. 



  
Item 13 
To note the Woodbridge Community Clean-up event and to consider an offer to include 
some planting/seed sewing in Elmhurst Park in the event. 
 
A ‘Community Clean-up’ event is scheduled for Elmhurst Park on Saturday 12th October, 
organised by the local Greenpeace Group.  
 
The organising party have enquired as to whether to Committee would like to consider any 
additional planting or seed sowing to be undertaken in the park during the event.  
 
Members are asked to note the Woodbridge Community Clean-up event and to consider 
an offer to include some planting/seed sewing in Elmhurst Park in the event. 
 
 
Item 14, 15 and 16 
 
14. To consider booking an empty shop in the Thoroughfare for a climate change event.  
 
15. To consider a Climate Change Cafe meeting to be held in the library. 
 
16. To consider an exhibition on Climate Change in the community hall. 
 
The above items were proposed by Cllr. Pegg: 
 
From: Councillor Pegg <councillorpegg@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk>  
Sent: 16 September 2024 12:16 
To: Councillor Beck <councillorbeck@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk>;  
Subject: Re: CEE meeting September 25th 
 
Hi Ellie 
 
I have a few suggestions  
1 To book an empty shop in the thoroughfare which I thought was successful for the public again 
2 To start a  Climate Change café meeting in the library maybe once a month 
3 A bike repair place in the community hall annexe  
4 An exhibition on Climate Change in the Community Hall 
 
Doreen  
 


