
To Members of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee 

Cllr Adelson Cllr. Beck Cllr. O’ Nolan 
Cllr. Pegg Cllr. Sanders Cllr. Walsh 

Cllr. Wilks 

Non-Council Members 

Rob Berry Jane Healey Jan Pulsford 
Oscar Brennecke-Dunn Mel Menhams  

You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of the Climate and Ecological 
Emergency Committee to be held at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 26th  March at 7pm 

   Greg Diaper 
   Town Clerk  
   21st March 2025 

Public Attendance 

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend.  The public will be invited to give 
their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda, or raise issues for 
consideration of inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to fifteen minutes 
duration. 

The Town Council, members of the public and press may record/ film or broadcast this 
meeting when the press and public are not lawfully excluded. Any member of the public who 
attends this meeting is advised that the Town Council cannot control 3rd party recording. 

Agenda 

1. Apologies

2. Declarations of Member Interests.
To receive any declarations of interest in respect of items on this agenda.

3. Requests for dispensations.



  
To consider requests for dispensations from Members on matters in which they have a 
disclosable pecuniary interest, other registerable or non-registerable interest. 

 
4. Public question time 

For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at a future 
meeting of the Council. Fifteen minutes maximum – three minutes per person. 

 
5. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 26th February 2025.  
 
6. To consider the proposals from the Suffolk Wildlife Trust for the Council funded spring 

and summer sessions in Woodbridge.  
 

7. To consider the placement of picnic benches on Broomheath.  
 

8. The consider if the Committee wishes to respond to the Fuel Poverty Strategy 
consultation.  

 
9. To note the appointment of the contractor to undertake the installation of the 

boardwalk on Fen Meadow, and to consider the options for planting/ improvement of 
the Fen.  

 
10. To consider the continuation of the submission of a CEE article of the local free 

papers. 
 
11. Closure. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee held at the 
Shire Hall on Wednesday 26th February 2025 at 7pm 
 
Councillors:   
 
Present:  D Adelson, E Beck, R Sanders, E O’Nolan, C Walsh, and M Wilks.  
 
Non-Council Members:   Jan Pulsford, Mel Menhams and Jane Healey. 
 
Apologies: D Pegg, Rob Berry, Oscar Brennecke-Dunn 
 
In Attendance:            Town Clerk (Mr G E Diaper) and one member of the public. 
 

1. Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence were approved for Cllr.  D Pegg and Non-Council members 
Rob Berry and Oscar Brennecke-Dunn 
 

2. Declarations of Member Interests. 
 
No members made any declarations of interests in relation to items on the 
agenda. 
 

3. Requests for dispensations. 
 
There were no requests for a dispensation in relation to items on the agenda. 

4. Public Question Time 
 
A member of the public addressed the Committee about the future funding 
requirements for Bee Cafes in Woodbridge.  
  

5. To agree and approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 29th January 2025 
 
The minutes of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee meeting held 
29th January 2025 were approved. 
 

6. The review the Committee’s plans for the improvement of Broomheath and Fen 
Meadow.  
 
The Committee noted the plans for the improvement of Broomheath and Fen 
Meadow.  
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The Town Clerk was asked to confirm with the Council’s Grounds Maintenance 
contractor when the upper Fen was due to be cut – this is so the area including the 
informal path can be left unmown.  
 
The Town Clerk was asked to request that an item be included on the agenda for 
the next Amenities Committee meeting to request agreement to site picnic 
benches on Broomheath.  
 

7. To consider the quotation received for the planting of cherry trees on Kingston 
Field.  
 
The Committee agreed to recommend to the Amenities Committee that the 
planting of two cherry tree adjacent to the play area on Kingston Field be included 
in their long-term plans for the field.  
 
The Committee also noted the suggestion of planting hedging along the length of 
the play area fence.  
 

8. To consider the continuation of the submission of a CEE article of the local free 
papers. 
 
The Committee agreed that the following be included in the next submission of a  
CEE article of the local free papers: 
 
- Planting on Kingston Field.  
- Elmhurst Park bird baths.  
- Carbon audit report.  
 

9. To consider the Green print Forum small grants – “Nature First”. 
 
The Committee agreed it would consider an application to the Green print forum 
should the Elmhurst Park pond project be achievable.  The Committee noted that 
the Chair has a meeting scheduled with Suffolk Wildlife Trust to discuss the project.  
 

10. To consider the contents of the Carbon Audit in regard to refurbishing/ second 
hand assets.  
 
The Town Clerk was asked to question the Council’s Internal Auditor about the 
ability of the Council to purchase second hand items from individuals.  
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                                         Councillor Beck 

                                               Chair 

11. Closure  
 
The meeting was closed at 8.31pm 

 



  
Item 6 
To consider the proposals from the Suffolk Wildlife Trust for the Council funded spring and 
summer sessions in Woodbridge. 
 
The Council’s budget for 2025/26 provides for £3000 of funding for ‘Suffolk Wildlife Trust 
summer events’ (4131/160). This funding was first suggested by this Committee a number of 
years ago, and since that SWT have offered many sessions to the young people of 
Woodbridge and beyond.  
 
For the Committee to consider at this item is a  
 
Ponds – in Summer Holidays: 
1: The aim here is to Inspire’ people to want to create their own pond - £420. 
2: The aim here is to ‘Remove barriers to getting active’ to create their own healthy pond. - 
£420. 
3: The aim here is to “Make” and have fun! - £360.  
 
Kingston Field 
1 x day drop-in wildflower planting - £420.  
1 x day drop in tree planting - £420 
Bat box making session - £240 (+ bat box kits - £120) 
 
Fen Meadow 
Fen Meadow Bioblitz day in May half term 2025 - £360 
Hedgehog heaven - £240 
Hedge planting - £240 
Seed collection and planting - £240 
 
Farlingaye High School 
Students to Foxborrow Farm - £300 
 
Planning and admin - £300.  
 
The full document is uploaded to SharePoint.  
 
The total cost of all the proposed session exceeds the budget provided – Members are 
therefore asked to select which of the proposed sessions to instruct SWT to undertake.  
 
 
 
 



  
Item 7 
To consider the placement of picnic benches on Broomheath. 
 
The minutes from the February meeting of the Committee included the following statement 
regarding the placement of picnic benches on Broomheath: 
 
The Town Clerk was asked to request that an item be included on the agenda for the next 
Amenities Committee meeting to request agreement to site picnic benches on 
Broomheath.  

 
The Amenities Committee have responded with the following minute: 
 
With regards to the bench seating, the Amenities Committee asked the Climate Committee 
to consider hard standing for benches and picnic tables to avoid the movement of furniture 
to inappropriate locations.  

 
The Council have a number of picnic benches on Kingston Field which were supplied by 
Realise Futures - https://www.realisefuturesecofurniture.co.uk/about-us/  
 
There are two types: 
 
Garden Picnic Table - £466.99 
https://www.realisefuturesecofurniture.co.uk/product/garden-picnic-table/  
 
Accessible picnic table - £917.99 
https://www.realisefuturesecofurniture.co.uk/product/accessible-picnic-table/  
 
Quotes are being sought for the cost of installing concrete pads to allow for the benches to 
be bolted down.  
 
Members are asked to consider the placement of picnic benches on Broomheath. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.realisefuturesecofurniture.co.uk/about-us/
https://www.realisefuturesecofurniture.co.uk/product/garden-picnic-table/
https://www.realisefuturesecofurniture.co.uk/product/accessible-picnic-table/


  
Item 8 
The consider if the Committee wishes to respond to the Fuel Poverty Strategy 
consultation. 
 
Consultation description 
Fuel poverty is defined in the Warm Homes and Energy Conservation Act 2000 as: 
 
a person [who] is a member of a household living on a lower income in a home which 
cannot be kept warm at reasonable cost. 
 
In 2014, the government introduced in legislation a fuel poverty target for England to improve 
as many fuel poor homes as is reasonably practicable to a minimum energy efficiency 
rating of Band C, by the end of 2030. 
 
As part of the Warm Homes Plan, we are updating the fuel poverty strategy for England. 
Government has reviewed the 2021 fuel poverty strategy and concluded that a new strategy 
is required to support fuel poor households and lower bills. 
 
The government is now consulting on a new strategy. This consultation is seeking views on: 

• an updated policy plan to support progress towards the fuel poverty target and to 
help vulnerable households 

• the future role of the fuel poverty target 
• how fuel poverty is measured 

 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/review-of-the-fuel-poverty-strategy  
 
Online responses: 
 
https://energygovuk.citizenspace.com/energy-security/review-of-the-fuel-poverty-
strategy/consultation/intro/  
 
Members are asked to consider if the Committee wishes to respond to the Fuel Poverty 
Strategy consultation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/review-of-the-fuel-poverty-strategy
https://energygovuk.citizenspace.com/energy-security/review-of-the-fuel-poverty-strategy/consultation/intro/
https://energygovuk.citizenspace.com/energy-security/review-of-the-fuel-poverty-strategy/consultation/intro/


  
Item 9 
To note the appointment of the contractor to undertake the installation of the boardwalk 
on Fen Meadow, and to consider the options for planting/ improvement of the Fen. 
 
The Council agreed to appoint CDC Blowers to undertake the installation of the boardwalk 
on Fen Meadow, a project recommended to Council by this Committee. The current plan is 
that the work will be schedule for mid – late summer to ensure that the ground in the area 
is sufficiently dry – this allows the contractor to be able to access the Fen with a vehicle 
without risk of not being able to drive back up a wet slope!  
 
The cost of the work will be met from the 2025/26 WTC budget - £10,000 was allocated to 
this budget line however the accepted quotation is for £6,436.50. It is not unreasonable 
therefore to consider that the remaining £3,563.50 could be used for planting in the area of 
the boardwalk.   
 
As the Committee noted last month, the following plans have been stated for the Fen: 
 
FEN MEADOW PROJECTS:  
Reinstall the wetlands in the lower areas, to coincide with the installation of a boardwalk: 
To allow enhanced public access. To encourage the growth of water-retaining plants and 
trees to hold and manage excess surface water run-off, even potential dirty water from road 
runoff. Reed beds are extremely effective in purifying water.  
 
To regenerate a more natural meadow to encourage the recovery of native plants and 
pollinators: Zoning the grassy areas of Fen Meadow to limit grass cutting, in a gradient 
pattern. Starting with the current mowing regime for the most heavily used desire lines, and 
then grading outwards. So from recreational use, perennial growth, and scrubland to meet 
up with the woodlands. Also creating a larger recreational zone, the specific type to be 
discussed, but could be a wildflower meadow or simply a more widely mown picnic area.  
 
Reestablishing the understory: In the wooded areas by removing non-native growth, such 
as laurel which suppresses the growth of other native saplings. Allow the natural barriers to 
re-establish, such as bramble, which is hugely beneficial for biodiversity and wildlife.  
 
Create a new small mixed native woodland: Following the plans of other committees to 
move the play area, retain the fencing and plant a mini-forest within it. Minimising costs of 
protecting trees from muntjac and repurposing land for new growth. 
 
Members are asked to note the appointment of the contractor to undertake the 
installation of the boardwalk on Fen Meadow, and to consider the options for planting/ 
improvement of the Fen. 


