
To Members of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee 

Cllr Adelson Cllr. Beck Cllr. O’ Nolan 
Cllr. Pegg Cllr. Sanders Cllr. Walsh 

Cllr. Wilks 

You are hereby summoned to attend the Meeting of the Climate and Ecological Emergency 
Committee to be held at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 26th June at 7pm 

   Greg Diaper 
   Town Clerk  

 21st June 2024 
Public Attendance 

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend.  The public will be invited to give 
their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda, or raise issues for 
consideration of inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to fifteen minutes 
duration. 

The Town Council, members of the public and press may record/ film or broadcast this 
meeting when the press and public are not lawfully excluded. Any member of the public who 
attends this meeting is advised that the Town Council cannot control 3rd party recording. 

Agenda 

1. To elect the Chair of Committee for the Civic Year 2024/25.

2. To elect the Deputy Chair of Committee for the Civic Year 2024/25.

3. Apologies

4. Declarations of interest
To receive any declarations of interest and to consider requests for dispensations from
Members on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest, other
registerable or non-registerable interest.



  
5. Public question time 

For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at a 
future meeting of the Council. Fifteen minutes maximum.   
 

6. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 15th May 2024.  
 

7. To appoint Non-Council Members to the Committee.  
 

8. To note the Terms of Reference for the Committee.  
 

9. To receive an update from the Working Parties of the Committee. 
 

10. To consider the aims and objectives of the Committee, and review any outstanding 
projects. (To follow) 
 

11. To consider the requirement for a Biodiversity Action Plan.  
 

12. To propose items for inclusion in the monthly Committee press release.  
 

13. To consider a request for funding for Bee Cafes.  
 

14. To note the Suffolk Wildlife Trust’s ‘Summer event plan for Woodbridge’. 
 

15. Closure. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee held at the 
Shire Hall on Wednesday 15th May 2024 at 7pm 
 
Councillors:   
 
Present:  D Adelson, E O’Nolan, D Pegg, C Walsh and M Wilks. 
 
Non-Council  
Members: Jane Healey, Jan Pulsford and Diane McMillan.  

 
Apologies:  E Beck, E O’Nolan, T Rogerson, D McMillan 

 
In Attendance: Deputy Town Clerk and two members of the public. 
 

881. Apologies for Absence  
 
Apologies for absence were approved from Councillors Beck and Rogerson and 
Non-Council members D McMillan.  
 

882. To receive Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no Declarations of Interest. 

883. Public Question Time 
 
There were two members of the public present, neither wished to address the 
council. 
  

884. To agree and approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 10th April 2024 
 
The minutes of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee meeting held 
10th April 2024 were approved. 
 

885. To receive an update from the Working Parties of the Committee 
 
Trees and Rewilding – the Committee noted the change of position of Rachel 
Smith -Lyte to Sally Knoble and the committee requested that the working party 
contact Falcon Saunders regarding the blanket TPO for Woodbridge. 
 
Ebike/ Modal Shift – no further update, to remain open due to the ongoing Active 
Travel Scheme. 
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                                  Councillor Adelson 
                         Chair 

Herbicide – Cllr Adelson read out the latest response from Sally Noble which 
outlined her desire to phase out the use of Glyphosate but had no further 
updates on alternatives. The committee noted the recent use of Glyphosates by 
Suffolk County Council despite the councils ban in the town. JH to photograph the 
outcome and post on social media and update CCllr. Ruth Leach.  
 
Carbon Audit- No update, Town Clerk to work with Cllr Adelson to submit 
benchmark data and report back at next meeting. 
 
A further day is required to complete the Climate Action Plan, Cllr Adelson to 
approach 7/9 people to be involved in a day producing a plan with P Hobson. 
Town Clerk to confirm Mr Hobson’s availability. 
 
Summer Event- It was decided to withdraw from the World Ocean Day event and 
mandate the Chair and the Town Clerk to support the event with a financial 
contribution up to £500 upon a request from the organisers.  
 
Rainwater Flooding - Event has been organised on the 6th June 2024 at the 
Methodist Church, Anglian Water have confirmed attendance.  
It was agreed that the Deputy Town Clerk will create a save the date social media 
post and poster for the event.  
Cllr Pegg will check the dates for submission and delivery of Woodbridge Free 
magazines. 
 
Creative Writing – It was agreed to add M. Menhams to the working party.   
M Wilks will report at the next meeting.  
 

886. To propose items for inclusion in the monthly Committee press release. 
It was agreed to include topics on Herbicides and Creative Writing. 

  
887. To review the Committee’s Statement of Purpose 

The committee consensually agreed to accept the Committee’s statement of 
purpose. 
 

888. Closure  
 
The meeting was closed at 8.25pm 

 



  
Item 7 
To appoint Non-Council Members to the Committee. 
 
The Town Council’s Terms of Reference state that ‘The Climate and Ecological Emergency 
Committee will additionally include up to six co-opted non-Councillor committee members’.  
 
Section 102 (3) of the Local Government Act (1972) provides that a local council can appoint 
persons who are not its members to committees and sub-committees: 
 
‘other than a committee for regulating and controlling the finance of the local authority or 
of their area, may include persons who are not members of the appointing authority or 
authorities or, in the case of a sub-committee, the authority or authorities of whom they are 
a sub-committee’ 
 
Behaviour at meetings 
 
Non-Council members are required to comply with the Council’s Standing Orders and are 
subject the Council’s Code of Conduct.  
 
Voting rights 
 
By virtue of s.13(1) and (7) of the Local Government and Housing Act 1989 (‘the 1989 Act’), 
non-councillor members of committees and sub-committees do not have voting rights.  
 
However, regulation 3 of The Parish and Community Councils (Committees) Regulations 
1990 (SI 1990/2476) confirms that non-councillor members of committees and 
subcommittees have voting rights in respect of: 
 
- the management of land owned or occupied by the council; 
- the functions of the council as a harbour authority (as defined in s. 57(1) of the 
Harbours Act 1964); 
- any function under s. 144 of the 1972 Act relating to the promotion of tourism; 
and 
- any function under s. 145 of the 1972 Act relating to the management of a 
festival. 
 
The term “management” does not include making decisions about the total amount of 
money which may be spent by the council in a financial year in respect of land or a festival.  
 
The Council has taken the position that Non-Council members may vote on items which do 
not have a financial impact upon the Council and it’s budget, and therefore cannot vote on 



  
items which do require a financial decision to be made. It is proposed that this position is 
retained.  
 
Non-Council appointments 
 
At the end of the last Civic Term, the following individuals comprised the list of appointed 
Non-Council Members: 
 
Rob Berry 
Jane Healey 
Jan Pulsford 
Pam Watson 
Mel Menhams 
Diana McMillan 
 
In the first instance these individuals have been provided the opportunity to be re-appointed 
as Non-Council members by providing to the Town Clerk a summary of their interested in 
the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee. The individual submissions have been 
uploaded to SharePoint.  
 
Appointment as a Non-Council member is for the duration of the current Civic Term (until 
May 2027); Non-Council members may resign at any time by emailing the Town Clerk. The 
elected members can vote to remove a Non-Council member at any time.  
 
The elected members of the Committee are required to vote on the appointment of Non-
Council members to the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Item 8 
To note the Terms of Reference for the Committee. 
The Town Council’s Terms of Reference state: 
 
8. Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee 

The Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee shall: 

a. incur expenditure on promoting, publicising and supporting measures designed to 
reduce the Town’s carbon footprint and encourage diversification of fauna and flora, 
and anything deemed relevant to the Committee, within the agreed budget for the 
current year. 

b. make recommendations to the appropriate Council Committees as to carbon 
reduction and wildlife development measures within those Committees’ remit. 

 
Members are asked to note the Terms of Reference for the Climate and Ecological 
Emergency Committee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
Item 9 
To receive an update from the Working Parties of the Committee.  

The current Working Parties of this Committee are: 
 
Trees and Re-wilding (TPO investigation) 
eBike/ Modal Shift  
Herbicide 
Carbon Audit 
Summer event 
Overland flow monitoring 
Creative Writing 
 
Members are asked to submit in writing any reports they wish to have considered at this 
item.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Item 11 
To consider the requirement for a Biodiversity Action Plan.  
 
The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 introduced a duty for all public 
authorities to have regard to the conservation of biodiversity. Section 40 of the Act states: 

‘Every public authority must, in exercising its functions, have regard, so far as is consistent 
with the proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity.’ 

The duty affects all public authorities and aims to raise the profile and visibility of 
biodiversity. Conservation of biodiversity requires an all-inclusive approach, integrating it 
into a wide variety of activities. 

The Town Council has an important leadership role to play in creating a sustainable 
community environment where biodiversity can thrive. We recognise our existing and future 
responsibilities both to conserve and promote biodiversity and to take positive action 
through innovation in the management of open spaces and verges, as well as conservation 
of our natural areas. We will strive to lead by example by positively managing the town’s 
treasured and unique habitats. 

Uploaded to SharePoint are examples of similar Biodiversity Action Plans and Policies.  

Members are asked to consider the requirement for a Biodiversity Action Plan for 
Woodbridge Town Council.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Item 13 
To consider a request for funding for Bee Cafes. 
 
This Committee provided funding toward the installation of Bee Cafés across the Council 
estate – these are now in place and the planters look fantastic – the improvement to the 
Market Hill street scene is noticeable. 
 
As with any investment further funding is likely to be required to keep the planters attractive 
for bees, and hence the Committee are asked to consider the following request/ proposal 
from Mr Martin:  
 
2023/24 has been a great year for Bee Cafes - lots of highlights including winning a Silver at the Suffolk Show 
and the Ipswich Northern Bee Pass pollinator corridor is on target for completion in this calendar year. 

Eight Bee Cafe Planters have been successfully deployed and 1000 Katies garden plants have been displayed. 

1) £500, 2025 spring and summer Katies plants please - increase the percentage of uk native perennials - this 
enables 1000 plants a year to be planted in the wild. 

2) £100 improved educational signage with plant identification. 

3) £100, The Red Lion planter can have a tree in the middle and I thought Professor's Hobson's climate 
resistance choice of a Small Leaved Lime would be perfect. 

4) £250 is requested for the development and installation of an automatic bee and person visitor counting 
system - so we know if it's working. 

other items - probably will cause some discussion. 

5) £200, Rebuild of the existing Elmhust park planter to include the remaining 24 crates. It can be a large 
floral cube which also serves as an art installation. Targeting a 100% unattended off grid installation with a 
pumped watering system. Needs to be installed before the autumn rains. Once the installation is proven it 
can be replicated in remote locations such as nature reserves to support endangered species.  

6) £250 (assumed), inclusion of Red list endangered uk native plants from Maple Farm Kelsale. 

7) £500, development of a general purpose electronics box for installation in Bee Cafes, enables managed 
irrigation, fertilisations, cameras, sensors, actuators, LoRa connectivity, microcontroller, further app 
integration and weather monitoring. 

 
Members are asked to consider a request for funding for Bee Cafes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Item 14 
To note the Suffolk Wildlife Trust’s ‘Summer event plan for Woodbridge’. 
 
For the third year in a row the Suffolk Wildlife Trust will be organising events for young people 
and families across the Council estate – this idea was originally proposed by this Committee 
and whilst now a fixture in the Council’s budget, this item provides an opportunity to note 
the plans of the Trust for this year.  
 
Uploaded to SharePoint is the project plan – no changes can be made to the plan at this 
stage.  
 
Members are asked to note the Suffolk Wildlife Trust’s ‘Summer event plan for 
Woodbridge’. 
 




