
To Members of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee 

Cllr Adelson Cllr. Beck Cllr. O’ Nolan 
Cllr. Pegg Cllr. Sanders Cllr. Walsh 

Cllr. Wilks 

Non-Council Members 

Rob Berry Jane Healey Jan Pulsford 
Oscar Brennecke-Dunn Mel Menhams  

You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of the Climate and Ecological 
Emergency Committee to be held at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 27th November at 
5.30pm 

   Greg Diaper 
   Town Clerk  
   22nd November 2024 

Public Attendance 

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend.  The public will be invited to give 
their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda, or raise issues for 
consideration of inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to fifteen minutes 
duration. 

The Town Council, members of the public and press may record/ film or broadcast this 
meeting when the press and public are not lawfully excluded. Any member of the public who 
attends this meeting is advised that the Town Council cannot control 3rd party recording. 

Agenda 

1. Apologies

2. Declarations of Member Interests.
To receive any declarations of interest in respect of items on this agenda.



  
3. Requests for dispensations. 

To consider requests for dispensations from Members on matters in which they have a 
disclosable pecuniary interest, other registerable or non-registerable interest. 

 
4. Public question time 

For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at a future 
meeting of the Council. Fifteen minutes maximum – three minutes per person. 

 
5. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 30th October 2024.  
 
6. To consider the Committee’s position regarding the use of glyphosate on the Town 

Council estate.  
 

7. To receive an update from the ‘Trees and Hedging’ Working Party: 
 

a. The Kingston Field natural barrier project. 
b. The requirement for a town wide tree survey.  

 
8. To consider the creation of a pond in Elmhurst Park. 

  
9. To consider project funding requests for the 2025/26 Financial Year.    
 
10. Closure. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee held at the 
Shire Hall on Wednesday 30th October 2024 at 7pm 
 
Councillors:   
 
Present:   D Adelson, E Beck, E O’Nolan, D Pegg, R Sanders, C Walsh and  M 

Wilks.  
 
Non-Council Members: Rob Berry, Oscar Brennecke-Dunn, Jane Healey and Jan Pulsford.  
 
Apologies:   Mel Menhams 
 
In Attendance:  Town Clerk and no members of the public. 
 

1. Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence were approved for Non-Council member Mel Menhams. 
 

2. Declarations of Member Interests. 
 
No members made any declarations of interests in relation to items on the 
agenda. 
 

3. Requests for dispensations. 
 
There were no requests for a dispensation in relation to items on the agenda. 

4. Public Question Time 
 
The members of the public present did not wish to address the Committee.  
  

5. To agree and approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 25th September 2024 
 
The minutes of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee meeting held 
25th September 2024 were approved. 
 

6. To receive an update from the ‘Trees and Hedging’ Working Party.  
 
The Committee noted the decision of Full Council to plant a line of significant trees 
on the north-west border of Kingston Field.  
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The Committee agreed to mandate the Trees and Hedging Working Party to spend 
up to a maximum of £2000 from the Committee budget (5250) to facilitate the 
planting and future maintenance of up to 100m of hedging on Kingston Field 
adjacent to the aforementioned tree planting.  
 
Cllr. Wilks and Oscar Brennecke-Dunn were added to the Working Party.  
 

7. To receive an update from the ‘Car Free Day’ Working Party.  
 
The Committee received an update from the Car Free Day Working Party.  
 

8. To consider the installation of: 
 
a - rainwater harvesting devices in Elmhurst Park and Kingston Field.  
b - birdbaths on the Town Council estate.  
 
The Committee agreed to the following purchases payable from the Committee 
budget (5250): 
 
A - three Intermediate Bulk Container (IBC) tanks for installation at Elmhurst Park 
(x1) and Kingston Field (x2). Estimated cost £300.  
 
B – To appoint Cllrs. Beck and Walsh and Non-Council member Healey to a Working 
Party with a mandate to spend up to £500 on the purchase and installation of bird 
baths for the Town Council estate.  

  
9. To consider the use of empty shop windows in the Thoroughfare for a climate 

change display, or the use of the Community Hall for a climate change 
exhibition.   
 
The Committee agreed to appoint Cllrs. Beck, O’Nolan and Pegg and Non-Council 
member Pulsford to a Working Party to consider an exhibition/ display of climate 
change literature in shops in Woodbridge.  
 
The Working Party were asked to provide draft content for consideration of the 
November meeting of the Committee.    
 

10. To consider project funding requests for the 2025/26 Financial Year.    
 
The Committee proposed the following projects for potential funding within the 
Council’s budget for 2025/26: 
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                                           Councillor Beck 
                                                Chair 

 

- Return of Fen Meadow to a wetland habitat, including boardwalks for access.  
 

11. To consider projects the Committee may wish to submit for ‘Nature First’ grant 
funding.  
 
Members were asked to submit funding proposals to the Chair and Town Clerk via 
email.  
 

17. Closure  
 
The meeting was closed at 8.15pm 

 



  
 

Item 6 
To consider the Committee’s position regarding the use of glyphosate on the Town 
Council estate. 
 
The ban on the use of glyphosate on the Council’s estate has been in force for one year, and 
in line with that agreement the Council’s position regarding that ban should now be re-
considered. Cllr. Adelson has been in communication with the Council’s Estates Officer 
regarding the ban: 
From: Councillor Adelson 
Sent: 31 October 2024 09:49 
To: Estates <estates@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk> 
Cc: Town Clerk <townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk>; Deputy Town Clerk <deputytownclerk@woodbridge-
suffolk.gov.uk>;  
Subject: Glyphosate ban  

Hi Liam, 

You may be aware that WTC banned the use of glyphosate on our estate for a trial period of 12 months, starting last 
November.  So the 12 month period is due to end soon. 

I wondered whether you have any view on how the trial is going? 

The particular concern that Greg mentioned (before you joined the team) is that the new paths on Kingston Field get 
weed growth that would be impractical to remove by hand and might present some hazard to users of the paths. 

Thanks for all your help. 

David 

From: Estates <estates@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk> 
Sent: 31 October 2024 14:49 
To: Councillor Adelson <councilloradelson@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk> 
Cc: Town Clerk <townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk>; Deputy Town Clerk <deputytownclerk@woodbridge-
suffolk.gov.uk>; Councillor Beck <councillorbeck@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk> 
Subject: Re: Glyphosate ban  

Hi David, 

I was aware that there is a ban on the use of glyphosate, but I am not aware of the success criteria being 
applied  across the entire estate for this trial. 

The two imbedded images of the same area of pathway at Kingston Field, show that vegetation has started to grow 
within the open surface and at the present time it is too small to practicably remove by hand. 
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Unchecked this will cause the surface of the pathway to degrade and there is a risk that slip, and trip hazards will 
arise as vegetation fills drainage pores, reducing accessibility for all users. 

My thoughts inevitably stray towards mitigation of risk and contingency, so I would propose the following as next 
step options (in no particular order) to consider either in isolation or tandem: 

1. Identify and trial a natural alternative to Glyphosate for the suppression of this type of weed growth  
2. Restrict the use of spraying interventions to just critical areas of pathway 
3. Extend the length of the trial, to establish: 

a. The extent of vegetation growth on pathways, footfall is a natural suppressant 
b. The ease of vegetation removal from pathways when larger clumps have formed 
c. The medium- and long-term issues, whilst accepting the potential risks in the short-term. 

4. Check the pathway warranty and establish any aftercare maintenance obligations 

I am also happy to consider other options and adopt alternative approaches 

Regards, 

Liam 

From: Councillor Adelson <councilloradelson@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk>  
Sent: 05 November 2024 19:05 
To: Estates <estates@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk>; Councillor Beck <councillorbeck@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk> 
Cc: Town Clerk <townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk>; Deputy Town Clerk <deputytownclerk@woodbridge-
suffolk.gov.uk>;  
Subject: Re: Glyphosate ban 

Thanks Liam. 

Ellie, please can we consider our next steps at the next CEEC meeting? 

Thanks 

David 

Member are asked to consider the Committee’s position regarding the use of glyphosate 
on the Town Council estate. 

 
 



  
Item 8 
To consider the creation of a pond in Elmhurst Park. 
 
Members will recall the magnificent copper beech tree which grew in the western corner of 
Elmhurst Park but which had to be felled around ten years ago: 
 

 

 

 



  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dCNYQ54GEfs  

Since that time a dip has existed in the park which has been a left as a wild area. The creation 
of a pond in that area was mooted at the Committee’s October meeting, with Cllr. Wilks 
provided this more formal request.  

 

From: Councillor Wilks <councillorwilks@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk>  
Sent: 21 November 2024 17:52 
To: Town Clerk <townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk> 
Subject: CEEc Agenda item 

Agenda item for climate ecological emergency committee meeting 

Proposal: 

An integrated low-tech, low maintenance, bio-diversity enhancement to Elmhurst Park that may serve as an 
inspirational demonstration to people of Woodbridge. 

Based upon the creation of a pond in the land hollow left at the top of the park subsequent to the felling of the old 
tree. 

And integrated rainwater harvesting,(multiple storage containers) roof-mounted solar panels with battery storage to 
supply power for water pump to automatically (depth sensor triggered) top up the pond and also pump water to 
better enable irrigation for landscaped tree planting around the pond and elsewhere as required. 

Bringing in school's participation, a small field trip station for students to sample water /water life 

And other off-shoot ideas  

Martin 

Members are asked to consider the creation of a pond in Elmhurst Park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dCNYQ54GEfs


  
Item 9 
To consider project funding requests for the 2025/26 Financial Year.    
 
Section 3.1 of the Council’s Financial Regulations state: 
 
(Each Committee) shall thereafter formulate and submit proposals for the following 
financial year to the Finance Committee not later than the end of October each year, 
including any proposals for revising the forecast. A suggested template for forecasting will 
be provided to the relevant committees. 
 
The spending proposed at this point is separate from which would be funded from the 
Committee’s own budget – these would be standalone projects in the Council’s budget, 
represented by a unique account code.  However, the Finance Committee may (and have 
in the past) recommend that smaller projects be funded from the Committee’s own budget 
as means to reduce the impact on the Council’s precept request.  
 
This item therefore provides Members with the opportunity to discuss potential projects to 
be recommended to the Finance Committee. The template referenced in section 3.1 is 
provided overleaf.  
 
Woodbridge Town Council, through the qualifications held by the Town Clerk are able to 
adopt the ‘General Power of Competence’, a broad power that enables local authorities in 
England and Wales to do anything that an individual can do, provided that it is not prohibited 
by law. It would be wise however to consider the broad list of statutory provision provided to 
Local Council’s to ensure any potential project is broadly defined that list.  
 
Members are asked to consider project funding requests for the 2025/26 Financial Year.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Section 3.1 of the Council’s Financial Regulations states that Committees must submit requests for funding in the forthcoming 
years budget to the Finance Committee no later than the end of October. The Finance Committee will consider requests only 
with supporting information including quotations, reports from experts etc. The decision of the Finance Committee whether or 
not to include project funding within the budget is final.  

 

Committee                                     Chair 

 
 

Climate and Ecological Emergency Cllr Ellie Beck 

 

     

Project Location Requirement Requested budget 
funding 

Anticipated yearly 
maintenance 

Notes 

Habitat creation and 
boardwalk installation 

Fen Meadow We would like to fund the 
installation of a boardwalk to ensure 
this important connection in our 
town is available year-round without 
getting sodden feet – crossing the 
Fen itself during winter is also a risk 
for footwear. People walking away 
from the path also damage the 
fenland habitat adjacent to the path, 
which as a Council we would also like 
to enhance in the future.  
 

TBC 
  

TBC Town Clerk and Cllr. 
Adelson to meet with 
SCC PROW team to 
discuss path 
installation (they seem 
supportive). PROW 
team to provide cost 
for boardwalk 
installation.  

      

      



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions    

Allotments Duty to provide allotments. 
Small Holding & Allotments Act 
1908, ss. 23, 26, and 42 

 

Power to improve and adapt 
land for allotments, and to 
let grazing rights 

 

   
Baths and 
washhouses 

Power to provide public 
baths and washhouses 

Public Health Act 1936, ss. 221, 
222, 223 and 227 

   

Burial grounds, 
cemeteries and 
crematoria 

Power to acquire and 
maintain 

Open Spaces Act 1906, Ss 9 and 
10; Local Government Act 1972, s. 
214; Parish Councils and Burial 
Authorities(Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1970, s. 1 

 Power to provide 
Local Government Act 1972, s. 
214(6) 

 
Power to agree to maintain 
monuments and memorials 

 

 
Power to contribute towards 
expenses of cemeteries 

 

   

Bus shelters 
Power to provide and 
maintain shelters 

Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provision) Act 
1953, s. 4 

Bye-laws 
Power to make bye-laws in 
regard to pleasure grounds 

Public Health Act 1875, s. 164 

 Cycle parks 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, 
s.57(7) 

 Baths and washhouses Public Health Act 1936, s.223 

 
Open spaces and burial 
grounds 

Open Spaces Act 1906, s.15 

 
Mortuaries and post-
mortem rooms 

Public Health Act 1936, s.198 

   

Clocks 
Power to provide public 
clocks 

Parish Councils Act 1957, s.2 

   



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions 

Closed churchyards Powers as to maintenance Local Government Act 1972, s.215 
   

Common pastures 
Powers in relation to 
providing common pasture 

Smallholdings and Allotments 
Act 1908, s.34 

   

Conference facilities 

Power to provide and 
encourage the use of 
facilities 

Local Government Act 1972, s.144 

   

Community centres 

Power to provide and equip 
buildings for use of clubs 
having athletic, social or 
recreational objectives 

Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
1976 s.19 

   

Crime prevention 

Powers to install and 
maintain equipment and 
establish and maintain a 
scheme for detection or 
prevention of crime 

Local Government and Rating 
Act 1997, s.31 

 
Power to contribute to police 
services e.g. PCSOs 

Police Act 1996, s.92 

 

Duty on Parish Councils to 
consider crime reduction in 
every policy and action 

s17 Crime and Disorder Act 1998 
(as amended) 

   

Drainage 
Power to deal with ponds 
and ditches 

Public Health Act 1936, s.260 

   

Dogs 
Power to make a Dog 
Control Order 

Cleaner Neighbourhoods and 
Environment Act 2005 

 

Power to take enforcement 
action against those who 
commit an offence against 
a Dog Control Order 

 

   
Entertainment and the 
arts 

Provision of entertainment 
and support of the arts 

Local Government Act 1972, s.145 

   



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions 

Flyposting and Graffiti 

Power to take enforcement 
action against those that 
flypost or graffiti 

Cleaner Neighbourhoods and 
Environment Act 2005 

   
Gifts Power to accept Local Government Act 1972, s.139 
   

Highways 
Power to maintain footpaths 
and bridle-ways 

Highways Act 1980, ss.43,50 

 
Power to light roads and 
public places 

Parish Councils Act 1957, s.3; 

 Provision of litter bins Highways Act 1980, s.301 

 

Powers to provide parking 
places for bicycles and 
motor-cycles, and other 
vehicles 

 

 

Power to enter into 
agreement as to dedication 
and widening 

Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6 

 
Power to provide roadside 
seats and shelters 

Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, 
ss.57,63 

  Highways Act 1980, ss.30,72 

 

Consent of parish council 
required for ending 
maintenance of highway at 
public expense, or for 
stopping up or diversion of 
highway 

Parish Councils Act 1957, s.1 

 

Power to complain to 
highway authority as to 
unlawful stopping up or 
obstruction of highway or 
unlawful encroachment on 
roadside wastes 

Highways Act 1980, ss.47,116 



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions 

 

Power to provide traffic 
signs and other objects or 
devices warning of danger 

Highways Act 1980, s.130 

 

Power to plant trees and lay 
out grass verges etc. and to 
maintain them 

Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, 
s.72 

  Highways Act 1980, s.96 
   

Investments 

Power to participate in 
schemes of collective 
investment 

Trustee Investments Act 1961, s.11 

   

Land 

Power to acquire by 
agreement, to appropriate, 
to dispose of 

Local Government Act 1972, 
ss.124, 126, 127 

 Power to accept gifts of land Local Government Act 1972, s.139 
   
Litter Provision of receptacles Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6 

 

Power to take enforcement 
action against those that 
litter 

Cleaner Neighbourhoods and 
Environment Act 2005 

   

Lotteries Powers to promote 
Lotteries and Amusements Act 
1976, s.7 

   

Mortuaries and post 
mortem rooms 

Powers to provide 
mortuaries and post 
mortem rooms 

Public Health Act 1936, s.198 

   

Open spaces 
Power to acquire land and 
maintain 

Public Health Act 1875, s.164 Open 
Spaces Act 1906, ss.9 and 10 

   

Parish documents 
Powers to direct as to their 
custody 

Local Government Act 1972, s.226 

   

Telecommunications 
facilities 

Power to pay public 
telecommunications 
operators any loss 
sustained providing 
telecommunication facilities 

Telecommunications Act 1984, 
s.97 

   



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions 

Public buildings and 
village hall 

Power to provide buildings 
for public meetings and 
assemblies 

Local Government Act 1972, s.133 

      
Public conveniences Power to provide Public Health Act 1936, s.87 
   

Sustainable 
communities 

Able to be represented on a 
panel of representatives to 
be consulted on proposals 
that would contribute to 
sustainable communities 

Sustainable Communities Act 
2007 

   
Town and country 
planning 

Right to be notified of 
planning applications 

Town and Country Planning Act 
1990, Sched.1, para. 8 

   

Tourism 

Power to encourage visitors 
and provide conference and 
other facilities 

Local Government Act 1972, s.144 

   

Traffic calming 

Powers to contribute 
financially to traffic calming 
schemes 

Highways Act 1980, s.274A 

   

Transport 

Powers in relation to car-
sharing schemes, taxi fare 
concessions and 
information about transport 

Local Government and Rating 
Act 1997, s.26, 28 and 29 

 
Powers to make grants for 
bus services 

Transport Act 1985, s.106A 

   

War memorials 

Power to maintain, repair, 
protect and alter war 
memorials 

War Memorials (Local Authorities' 
Powers) Act 1923, s.1; as extended 
by Local Government Act 1948, 
s.133 

Water supply 

Power to utilise well, spring 
or stream and to provide 
facilities for obtaining water 
from them 

Public Health Act 1936, s.125 

   

Well-Being 
Power to well-being of the 
area (for eligible councils) 

s2 and 4 of the Local 
Government Act 2000 (as 



  
Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions 

amended by Part 4 of the Local 
Government and Public 
Involvement in Health Act 2007) 
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