Woodbridge ou cosmen

To Members of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee

Clir Adelson Clir. Beck Cllr. O’ Nolan
Cllr. Pegg Cllr. Sanders CllIr. Walsh
CllIr. Wilks

Non-Council Members

Rob Berry Jane Healey Jan Pulsford
Oscar Brennecke-Dunn  Mel Menhams

You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of the Climate and Ecological
Emergency Committee to be held at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 30" April at 7pm

(goipr

Greg Diaper

Town Clerk

25™ April 2025
Public Attendance

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend. The public will be invited to give
their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda, or raise issues for
consideration of inclusion at future meetings. This item will be limited to fifteen minutes
duration.

The Town Council, members of the public and press may record/ film or broadcast this
meeting when the press and public are not lawfully excluded. Any member of the public who
attends this meeting is advised that the Town Council cannot control 3rd party recording.

Woodbridge Town Council vision statement

The Council will strive to ensure Woodbridge is a safe, harmonious, and thriving town
where all residents and the wider community feel welcome.

We will work to make Woodbridge a place where all generations can participate in a
vibrant, inclusive society that is environmentally resilient.

WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL

Town Clerk: Mr G E Diaper
Shire Hall, Market Hill, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 4LP
Telephone: 01394 383599 | Email: townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk | Website: woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk




10.

Agenda
Apologies

Declarations of Member Interests.
To receive any declarations of interest in respect of items on this agenda.

Requests for dispensations.

To consider requests for dispensations from Members on matters in which they have a
disclosable pecuniary interest, other registerable or non-registerable interest.

Public question time

For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at a future
meeting of the Council. Fifteen minutes maximum — three minutes per person.

To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 26" March 2025.

To note the decision taken by Town Council regarding the Council’'s Scheme of
Delegation and consider whether modifications are required to the Committee’s
Terms of Reference.

To consider the reestablishment of the Omar Khayyam rose bed in EImhurst Park.

The consider the ‘Conservation Advisor site visit report’ provided by the Suffolk
Wildlife Trust for ElImhurst Park.

To consider a report from the ‘National Preparedness Commission’ regarding steps
to narrow the UK civil food resilience gap.

To consider items for inclusion in the CEE submission to local free papers.

Closure.



Woodbridge rows cosnen

Minutes of the meeting of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee held at the
Shire Hall on Wednesday 26 March 2025 at 7pm

Councillors:

Present: D Adelson, E Beck, E O'Nolan, D Pegg, R Sanders, C Walsh, and M
Wilks.

Non-Council Members: Jan Pulsford, Oscar Brennecke-Dunn, Mel Menhams and Jane

Healey.
Apologies: Rob Berry and Mel Menhams.
In Attendance: Town Clerk (Mr G E Diaper) and no members of the public.

1. Apologies

Apologies for absence were noted for Non-Council members Rob Berry and Mel
Menhams.

2, Declarations of Member Interests.

No members made any declarations of interests in relation to items on the
agenda.

3. Requests for dispensations.

There were no requests for a dispensation in relation to items on the agenda.

4. Public Question Time

There were no members of the public present.

5. To agree and approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 26 February 2025

The minutes of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee meeting held
26'™ February 2025 were approved.

6. To consider the proposals from the Suffolk Wildlife Trust for the Council funded
spring and summer sessions in Woodbridge
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The Committee agreed that the Town Clerk enquire as to whether the Suffolk
Wildlife Trust has the capacity to offer all sessions offered in the proposal, which
totalled £4,080.

If this is acceptable to SWT, the Committee agreed to allocate £1,080 from the
2025/26 CEE budget to make up the shortfall (noting that £3000 has been

allocated to the sessions in the Councils main budget).

To consider the placement of pichic benches on Broomheath

The Committee agreed to support the placement of a single, accessible bench on
Broomheath, and agreed the following actions:

- ClIr. Pegg was asked to contact the Riverside Theatre to ascertain if they can
provide a bench for the site.

- If not, the CEE Committee requests the authorisation of Town Council to utilise
up to a maximum of £2,000 to facilitate the installation of a ‘Dorey Outdoor
Table and Bench set’, payable from 4135/140 (Estate Resilience).

The consider if the Committee wishes to respond to the Fuel Poverty Strategy
consultation

The Committee agreed not to respond to the Fuel Poverty Strategy consultation.

The Town Clerk was asked to contact Alan Hill at the Woodbridge Salvation Army
to ascertain the need for potential support from the Council next autumn and
winter.

To note the appointment of the contractor to undertake the installation of the
boardwalk on Fen Meadow, and to consider the options for planting/
improvement of the Fen

The Committee noted the appointment of the contractor to undertake the
installation of the boardwalk on Fen Meadow and agreed that no further action is
required at this time.

To consider the continuation of the submission of a CEE article of the local free
papers

ClIr. Wilks was asked to include the following in his next CEE article:

- Fen Meadow boardwalk installation.
- Suffolk Wildlife Trust sessions (including web links).
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11. Closure

The meeting was closed at 7.39pm.

Councillor Beck
Chair



Item 6

To note the decision taken by Town Council regarding the Council’s Scheme of Delegation
and consider whether modifications are required to the Committee’s Terms of Reference.

At the Town Council meeting held on Wednesday 23 April, Council considered an item to
discuss its Scheme of Delegation (the Committee’s appointed by the Council). Members are
directed to item 17 on the agenda for the background — the main point in question was the
suggestion to merge the Amenities and Climate Committee into a single Committee. The
following decision was recorded in the minutes:

17. To consider proposals for the re-organisation of the Council’s Scheme of
Delegation.

The Council agreed to retain the existing Scheme of Delegation.

The Committee and Non-Council members are provided this opportunity to discuss the
future arrangements of the Committee — the lack of discussion within the Committee
structure was one concern of those preset at the Council meeting.

The Committee’s Terms of Reference will also be considered prior to the Annual Meeting of
the Council later in May. Members may wish to discuss how the Committee’s TOR could be
improved to better represent the future plans for the Committee:

8. Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee
The Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee shall.

a. incur expenditure on promoting, publicising and supporting measures designed to
reduce the Town’s carbon footprint and encourage diversification of fauna and flora,
and anything deemed relevant to the Committee, within the agreed budget for the
current year.

b. make recommendations to the appropriate Council Committees as to carbon
reduction and wildlife development measures within those Committees’ remit.

Members are asked to note and discuss the Council’s decision regarding the Scheme of
Delegation and consider whether modifications are required to the Committee’s Terms of
Reference.


https://woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk/site/assets/files/2140/town_council_agenda_-_23_04_25-2.pdf

Item 7
To consider the reestablishment of the Omar Khayyam rose bed in EImhurst Park.

Non-Council member Jan Pulsford sent the following email regarding the Omar Khayyam
rose bed in EImhurst Park:

From: Jan Pulsford <janpulsford@icloud.com>

Sent: 24 April 2025 07:37

To: Town Clerk <townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk>
Subject: Omar Khayyam Roses

Dear Greg
Hope you are well.

Could you pass this on to Robyn please. We briefly talked about it at the last Climate meeting.

This bed of Omar Khayyam roses was established to
honour former Woodbridge resident Edward Fitzgerald,
the poet best known for his translation of

the “Rubdiyat of Omar Khayyam”.

The roses were grown from cuttings taken in 1947 from

the rose tree planted in 1893 in the Boulge Churchyard
where Edward Fitzgerald is buried.

This rose tree was grown from seed sent to Kew
Gardens collected from the tomb of Omar Khayyam
al Mashipar.
The rose is a prominent feature of the
Woodbndge Town Crest. Further informaltion can be found
atthe Town Council website on: www.woodbridge.suffolk. gov.uk




Here are the photos of the missing Omar Khayyam Rose Plaque in EImhurst Park. ( Unless it has been moved )

As this is such an important part of Woodbridge History | think it would be good to continue to let people know
the story of our link with Nishapur and the global impact of Edward FitzGerald and his translation of the Rubaiyat
of Omar Khayyam

Kind regards

Jan Pulsford

Stock photos of the park show the bed in better condition:

A pink rose is included on the Town Crest to commemorate Edward Fitzgerald's residence in
Woodbridge.

Details about the rose from the RHS website, as well as potential costs are provided below:
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/90084/rosa-omar-khayy-m-(d)/details
https://www.trevorwhiteroses.co.uk/shop/damask-roses/omar-khayyam/
https://rvroger.co.uk/rosa-omar-khayyam/

Members are asked to consider the reestablishment of the Omar Khayyam rose bed in
Elmhurst Park.



https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/90084/rosa-omar-khayy-m-(d)/details
https://www.trevorwhiteroses.co.uk/shop/damask-roses/omar-khayyam/
https://rvroger.co.uk/rosa-omar-khayyam/

Item 8
The consider the ‘Conservation Advisor site visit report’ provided by the Suffolk Wildlife
Trust for EImhurst Park.

Provided overleaf is a report from the Suffolk Wildlife Trust further to a recent site visit to
ElImhurst Park, which was attended by Clirs. Adelson and Beck, and the Estates Officer.

The report provides advice about the potential of creating a pond in the dip at the entrance
to the park, as well as tree planting as means to replace trees previously lost in the park.

Members are asked to consider the ‘Conservation Advisor site visit report’ provided by
the Suffolk Wildlife Trust for Eimhurst Park.



Suffolk
Wwildlife Trust

CONSERVATION ADVISER SITE VISIT REPORT — ElImhurst Park, Woodbridge

Conservation Adviser: Cathy Smith
Tel.
Date of visit: 06/03/2025

Landowner: Woodbridge Town Council

Attendees: Cllr David Aderson, Clir Ellie Beck, Charlie Zakss, Liam Garrard, Estates Officer
Location of site: Thoroughfare, Whisstocks Place, Woodbridge, IP12 1AL

Grid Reference: TM275491

District Council: East Coast

Contents
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Enquiry

The Town council are considering creation of a pond where a beech tree was felled.

Registered Charity number 262777 For wildlife. For Suffolk. For everyone.
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Summary of the site
Approximate area: 2 hectares.

Soilscape 10: Freely draining slightly acid sandy soils
Access: a recreation ground.

Recent management: Having succumbed to disease, a large mature beech tree was felled in
2013. This left a large dip in the ground, currently grassed.

Habitat connectivity:

South and east of EImhurst Park is the river Deben estuary with associated Priority habitats
(Also referred to Habitat of Principal Importance, Section 41 NERC Act 2006) of coastal
saltmarsh and mudflats. The river is also a Ramsar site. Gardens and other green spaces in
Woodbridge make a significant contribution to habitat availability.

Biological records

Below is an indication of other priority species recorded within a 1Km of the park on the
National Biodiversity Network Atlas. A full search of the biological records has not been
undertaken.

Protected species
Badger, bat spp.

Species of Principal Importance NERC Act 2006 — otherwise known as Priority Species
Common toad, common lizard, slowworm, grass snake, hedgehog, house sparrow, starling,
song thrush, bullfinch, dunnock, song thrush, yellow hammer, linnet, herring gull, cuckoo,
lapwing, curlew.

Birds of Conservation Concern, Red listed (in addition to those listed above)
Swift, house martin, Greenfinch, field fare, mistle thrush.

Management proposals

Existing habitat proposed for pond creation

Early March is a suboptimal time of year to assess the condition of grassland, but first
impressions are that it is best described as improved grassland with a limited diversity of
plant species. The sward height is of uniform height with little bare ground, no obvious signs
of damage to the ground nor evidence of nuisance plants (thistles, docks or nettles) or of
bracken. There are some planted garden daffodils.

Pond creation

Adding a pond would provide additional habitat and could bring about biodiversity gains,
supporting aquatic invertebrates, amphibians and provide access to water for birds and
mammals. The additional supply of aerial insects generated from a freshwater body would
also be a valuable food supply for bats, insectivorous birds, particularly important for chick
rearing. Research into well-being also demonstrates the value of species rich areas beyond
those more impoverished green spaces.

Registered Charity number 262777 For wildlife. For Suffolk. For everyone.
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The most diverse wildlife ponds are those with broad drawdown zones, which are created
by having at least some shallow sloping edges, (less than 1in 5). The drawdown zone can be
further enhanced by including underwater hummocks and hollows. It is preferable that
around two thirds of the margins are in dappled sunlight. Due to the proximity of the
mature trees southwest of the proposed site, locating the pond as far north in the chosen
spot is most likely to be successful. Leaf fall is could still lead to nutrient accumulation so
periodic removal of some accumulated leaf litter would be advised.

Other considerations for ponds in public places, include, discouraging duck feeding, avoiding
the addition of fish, discouraging dogs from entering the water and inevitable health and
safety concerns. Some of these concerns could be addressed through communication,
creating buffers of vegetation or boggy ground, fencing the area, having a raised pond and
limited depth. The latter could reduce availability by some species, but the pond could still
support a variety of invertebrates.

There was discussion around how a pond could fit into the more formal design of the park.
Initial thoughts are that something in keeping could be achieved through using ornate
fencing in a geometric shape, within the enclosed area the pond could be a more
naturalistic shape with convoluted edges to maximise niches for invertebrates. This would
also allow for marginal vegetation to be established, important as many species such as
frogs, toads and newts only use ponds for breeding so require nearby terrestrial habitat.

Registered Charity number 262777 For wildlife. For Suffolk. For everyone.



Suffolk
Wwildlife Trust

Marginal planting will act as a natural edge barrier as well as supporting biodiversity. Select
native wildflowers where possible. Amenity value could be enhanced through a viewing
space and a platform for future supervised pond dipping and public engagement.

Ideally pond plants would be allowed to naturally colonise as some species benefit from
early successional stages. Given the public location then planting of native pond plants may
be more acceptable, ensure plants are purchased from a reputable nursery to reduce the
chance of invasive non-native plants being introduced.

A more formal approach would be to create water feature, accepting that this would reduce
opportunities for some amphibians and mammals but could if sufficient thought was given
to design provide a resource for invertebrates and perhaps birds.

As the soils are free draining a liner would need to be used for water retention. Advice on
liners can be found on the Fresh Water Habitats Trust website. Allowing the pond to fill with
rainwater rather than using tap water would reduce the likelihood of algal blooms.

Further considerations include underground services, tree roots, removal or landscaping of
excavated soil, and planning consent.

pond
planting

Tree planting

The Town council are also looking to plant a tree elsewhere in the park to replace the beech
tree which succumbed to disease. Given the name of the park, one possibility would be to
consider a disease resistant elm tree.

Dutch EIm Disease decimated nearly all of the UK’s large mature elm trees with only a
handful now known in the County. Many invertebrates are associated with elm, including

Registered Charity number 262777 For wildlife. For Suffolk. For everyone.
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the White-letter Hairstreak butterfly whose caterpillar feeds on elm. Its abundance fell by
78% in England between 1976-2019 so is now a priority species for conservation.

Not all disease resistant elms support white letter hairstreak but several including Wingham
are reputed to do so and be disease resistant. The literature suggests it grows best on fertile
soils, ultimately is a large tree and stock is somewhat limited but would be worth
considering.

Other candidates could be silver birch, rowan, hornbeam, crab apple, wild cherry or
hawthorn. Native trees tend to support the greatest biodiversity but if selecting garden
varieties ensure they have open single petalled flowers.

Wildlife recording and monitoring

Wildlife recording is a tool for monitoring management and can be hugely rewarding. There
are species recording sites for hedgehogs and swifts but otherwise we recommend lodging
with Suffolk Biological Records either directly or through i-Record. The i-record platform
allows for groups to set up their own space for collective records and has a process for
verification. Other apps such as Obsidentify are becoming increasingly useful, ensure that
they return a high degree of certainty or are checked in a reputable field guide and that
records are submitted to SBiS.

This year we will be expanding our offer for groups managing land to learn about wildlife
and management as well as to provide opportunities to network with one another. This
includes in person one day courses on Churchyard management, ‘Wildlife in your Parish’
and ‘Understanding your river’ as well as an online webinar ‘Getting your message across’. A
Wilder Communities Day on Saturday 11t October in Stowmarket will round off the season.
These complement our existing webinars open to the wider community, see our website for
details.

It was a pleasure to meet you and to find out about how Woodbridge Town Council are
supporting biodiversity, we look forward to hearing how you get on.

Yours sincerely

Cathy Smith
Conservation Adviser, communities

Registered Charity number 262777 For wildlife. For Suffolk. For everyone.
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Resources

DEFRA Maps
Magic Map Application (defra.gov.uk)

Soilscapes
http://www.landis.org.uk/

National Biodiversity Network Atlas
NBN Atlas - UK’s largest collection of biodiversity information

Birds of Conservation Concern
bocc-5-a5-4pp-single-pages.pdf (bto.org)

Priority habitats
Freshwater Naturalness Assessments — Discovering Priority Habitats in England

UKHabs
ukhab — UK Habitat Classification

Land app
Home - Land App

East Suffolk District Council Mapping
East Suffolk mapping system

Pond creation resources
Advice and Resources - Freshwater Habitats Trust

Creating-Garden-Ponds 2023.pdf

Ponds | Suffolk Wildlife Trust

Disease resistant elms
Resistant ElIms | Creating awareness of ElIm Trees in the UK

Disease Resistant Elms | More Info

Disease resistant elm cultivars BC trials 8th report 2019.pdf

Elms and Hairstreaks Initiative - Sheffield & Rotherham Wildlife Trust

Wildlife recording
Suffolk Biological Recording Online | Suffolk Biodiversity Information Service (suffolkbis.org.uk)

iNaturalist
A Community for Naturalists - iNaturalist United Kingdom

Hedgehog Street
Home - Hedgehog Street

Suffolk Wildlife Trust Courses and resources for community groups
Courses | Suffolk Wildlife Trust

Wilder Communities | Suffolk Wildlife Trust

Registered Charity number 262777 For wildlife. For Suffolk. For everyone.


https://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx
http://www.landis.org.uk/
https://nbnatlas.org/
https://nbnatlas.org/
https://www.bto.org/sites/default/files/publications/bocc-5-a5-4pp-single-pages.pdf
https://priorityhabitats.org/contribute-naturalness-data/
https://www.ukhab.org/
https://thelandapp.com/
https://mymaps.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/portal/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=0ec5fb549c7a42368c5174f3b517e81f
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/advice-resources/
https://freshwaterhabitats.b-cdn.net/app/uploads/2023/06/Creating-Garden-Ponds_2023.pdf
https://www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/ponds
https://resistantelms.co.uk/
https://disease-resistant-elms.org/moreinfo.html
https://www.hantsiow-butterflies.org.uk/downloads/Disease%20resistant%20elm%20cultivars%20BC%20trials%208th%20report%202019.pdf
https://www.wildsheffield.com/elm-initiative/
http://www.suffolkbis.org.uk/SuffolkBRO
https://uk.inaturalist.org/
https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/
https://www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/wildlearning
https://www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/wilder-communities

Item 9
To consider a report from the ‘National Preparedness Commission’ regarding steps to
narrow the UK civil food resilience gap.

The National Preparedness Commission (NPC) is an independent and non-political body,
whose fundamental objective is to promote policies and actions to help the UK be
significantly better prepared to avoid, mitigate, respond to, and recover from major shocks,
threats and challenges.

The NPC was created to promote better readiness for a major crisis or incident — seeking to
achieve this by supporting policy change and other activities that will enable the UK to
prevent, withstand, recover and ‘build back better’ from major disruptions.

The Commission’s work is both strategic and practical. Recognising that what is needed to
be better prepared for many shocks is the same whatever the initiating crisis or incident, we
believe a ‘threat agnostic’ ‘whole system’ approach to preparedness is needed alongside
the existing focus on specific known risks. We think the time has come to stop merely
‘admiring the problem’, and to bring decision-makers and experts from different sectors
together to tackle issues head on, and harness collective capability and insight.

Preparedness is everyone’s business, and it will take the participation of every element of
society to respond to the challenge. The National Preparedness Commission is committed
to enabling a better-prepared UK.

UK Food resilience gap.

Since World War I, the UK has experienced a revolution in food. Diets, supply and tastes have
changed and become more used to more plentiful, diverse and a-seasonal food. At the
same time, access to food has become more dependent on fewer, larger suppliers, while

still being subject to the vagaries of unequal incomes and living standards.

The following website provides a link to the NPC’s report on Food Resilience.

https://nationalpreparednesscommission.uk/publications/just-in-case-7-steps-to-
narrow-the-uk-civil-food-resilience-

gap/#toc_The postWorld_War_Il_model of food_and

Members are asked to consider a report from the ‘National Preparedness Commission’
regarding steps to narrow the UK civil food resilience gap.


https://nationalpreparednesscommission.uk/publications/just-in-case-7-steps-to-narrow-the-uk-civil-food-resilience-gap/#toc_The_postWorld_War_II_model_of_food_and
https://nationalpreparednesscommission.uk/publications/just-in-case-7-steps-to-narrow-the-uk-civil-food-resilience-gap/#toc_The_postWorld_War_II_model_of_food_and
https://nationalpreparednesscommission.uk/publications/just-in-case-7-steps-to-narrow-the-uk-civil-food-resilience-gap/#toc_The_postWorld_War_II_model_of_food_and

