
To Members of the Highways and Transport Committee 

Cllr. Gillard Cllr. Leach Cllr. Rogerson Cllr. Sanders 
Cllr. Sutton Cllr. Wilks 

You are hereby summoned to attend the Meeting of the Highways and Transport 
Committee to be held at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 11th  September at 5.30pm.  

   Greg Diaper 
   Town Clerk  
   6th September 2024 

Public Attendance 

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend.  The public will be invited to give 
their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda or raise issues for 
consideration of inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to 15 minutes duration. 

The Town Council, members of the public and press may record/ film or broadcast this 
meeting when the press and public are not lawfully excluded. Any member of the public who 
attends this meeting is advised that the Town Council cannot control 3rd party recording. 

Agenda 

1. Apologies

2. Declarations of interest
To receive any declarations of interest and to consider requests for dispensations
from Members on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest, other
registerable or non-registerable interest.

3. Public question time
For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at a
future meeting of the Council. Fifteen minutes maximum – three minutes per person.

4. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held on 22nd July 2024.



  
5. To receive a presentation from Richard Webster, Suffolk Streetlighting.  

 
6. To review and propose comment on the Woodbridge Area Transport Plan.  

 
7. To consider the Active Travel Consultation report and to compose a comment on 

this report for the Town Council.  
 

8. To receive an update from County Councillor Leach on the following Highways 
related topics: 
 
A – Progress of Woodbridge wide TRO 
B – Drainage and flooding 
C – Potholes and pavement defects 
D – Footpaths and public rights of way (PROW) 
E – Ipswich Road bus shelter 
F – Thoroughfare concerns – speeding and cyclist use.  
G – Phase 2 of the Active Travel Woodbridge Consultation.  

 
9. Closure. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the Highways and Transport Committee held at the Shire Hall on 
Monday 22nd July 2024 at 4.30pm 
 
Councillors:   
 
Present:  P Gillard, R Leach, T Rogerson, R Sanders and M Sutton.   
 
Apologies:          M Wilks 
 
In attendance:      Town Clerk, Cllr. Kneebone and no members of the public. 
 

1. Apologies for Absence 
  
The Committee agreed to approve the absence of M Wilks.  
 

2. To receive Declarations of Interest 
 
No members made any declarations of interests in relation to items on the 
agenda. 
 

3. Public Question Time. 
 
There were no members of the public present.     

4. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held on 12th June 2024. 
 
The minutes of the Highways and Transport Committee meeting held 12th June 
2024 were approved as a true record.  
 

5. To review and agree the draft plans for the double yellow lines to be included 
under the TPO for Woodbridge 
 
The Committee approved  the draft plans of double yellow lines to be included 
under the TPO for Woodbridge.  
  

  6. To receive an update on the proposed resurfacing of the A12 at Woodbridge. 
 
The Committee noted an updated on the  proposed resurfacing of the A12 at 
Woodbridge. 
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  7. To consider the Active Travel Consultation report from the Active Travel 
Woodbridge team and to compose a comment on this report for the Town 
Council meeting on the 24th. 
 
The Committee agreed to provide feedback to Town Council as part of the 
Highways Committee report.  
 

8. To consider the A12 Major Road Network (MRN) Improvement scheme and 
discuss whether to comment on it and whether to write a recommendation to 
Town Council on how to share the information about the public consultation 
so that it remains separate from the ATW report information. 

 
The Committee noted the upcoming A12 Major Road Network (MRN) 
Improvement scheme and agreed  to provide feedback to Town Council as part 
of the Highways Committee report. 

 
9. To receive an update on the roadworks as a result of the CityFibre rollout. 

 
The Committee received an update from Cllr. Leach regarding the roadworks 
resulting from the CityFibre rollout. 
 

10. To agree a distribution in workload/timeline to record faded street markings 
by ward so that SCC Leach can submit a request to have them replenished. 
 
Members were asked to report faded street markings in their ward via the 
Highways Report tool.  
 

11. To consider the strategy to get cars not to park over drains during the cyclical 
cleaning to improve drainage and alleviate winter flooding. 
 
Members were asked to report blocked drains in their ward via the Highways 
Report tool.  
 
The Committee agreed to support a leaflet drop prior to the cyclical cleaning to 
improve drainage and alleviate winter flooding. 
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                                         Councillor Gillard 
                                                                                                                  Chair 

12. To receive an update on the Residents Parking applications. 
 
The Committee received an update from Cllr. Leach regarding potential 
residents parking schemes in Woodbridge. 

 
13. To note the request to go to Town Council on the 24th July for the Bus Shelter 

Funding. 
 
The Committee noted the request to go to Town Council on the 24th July for the 
Bus Shelter Funding. 
 

14. To consider and draft the content of the report from the Highways Committee 
to Town Council. 
 
Comment regarding items 5,6,7 and 8 would be included in the report to Town 
Council.  
 

  15. Closure 
 
The meeting was closed at 5.28pm.  
 



Woodbridge Area Plan 

 

Introduction 

Woodbridge is a medium-sized town to the south of East Suffolk and its functional area 

includes surrounding settlements such as Melton. The town is characterised by its historic 

core, with narrow streets and pavements, surrounded in close proximity by historic buildings.  

The resident population of the plan area is 11,6711 which is expected to grow slightly in the 

coming years with developments at the former council offices and the football club. 

Sustainable travel options are currently limited with often inadequate walking, wheeling and 

cycling routes and limited bus service provision connecting surrounding communities and 

other urban areas to Woodbridge. Rail services connect Woodbridge and Melton to Ipswich 

and Lowestoft via the East Suffolk line.  

The geographic area is relatively small and, at average cycling speeds, most households 

within the area can access the town centre within 15 minutes. A large proportion of residents 

can reach the town centre at average walking speeds within a similar timeframe2. 

Reasons for change 
 

• Decarbonisation of Transport – in the Woodbridge area, 13% of commuters travel 

to work by walking, wheeling and cycling or by bus. In order to meet Suffolk’s 

pathway to net zero, the proportion of commuter trips across Suffolk undertaken by 

these modes should rise to 35%X. Furthermore, the government targets half of all 

journeys undertaken by active travel modes in towns across the country x. Existing 

infrastructure and sustainable transport services restrict people’s sustainable travel 

options. 

 

• Health, Wellbeing & Social Inclusion – the population of the Woodbridge area is 

higher than comparable towns with 31% of residents over the age of 65. The 

population remains in relatively good health compared with the Suffolk average 



though improvements to accessibility throughout the town will support wider travel 

choices for older residents and those with mobility issues. 

 

• A Strong, Sustainable & Fair Economy – modest growth is planned within the 

Woodbridge area at the former council offices and the football ground. The largest 

constraint to growth in the area is the Melton Crossroads which forms one of the only 

routes from the Deben Peninsula to the A12. 

 

• Creating Better Places – there are opportunities to enhance how people interact 

with the town centre and access greenspace. Improved provision for walking and 

cycling in the town centre, most notably on Market Hill and Quay Street, will help to 

create healthier, more attractive and more accessible streets. The public rights of 

way network can help to provide access to greenspace. 

 

 

Summary of Objectives 

• Enable active travel to be the default choice for shorter trips 

• Improve bus punctuality and reliability 

• Improve the integration of modes 

• Maximise growth opportunities 

Demographics 

• Population of study area: 11,671 

• 16% of people are 15 years old or younger  

• 32% of people are over the age of 65  

• 54% of households are not deprived in any dimensions 

Travel Patterns (Census 2021 data may be impacted by Covid-19 restrictions) 

• 15% of households do not own a vehicle  

• 52% of residents travel less than 5km to work  

• 11% of people walk, wheel or cycle to work  

• 79% of people who have the opportunity to travel to work by active modes choose 

other forms of travel 

• 1% take the bus  

• 1% take the train 

• 49% drive a car or van to work  

Enable active travel to be the default choice for shorter trips 

Approximately 1 in 2 commuters travel less than 5 kilometres to work and of this group only 

21% travel by walking, wheeling or cycling3. There is significant potential to increase the 

number of active and sustainable trips to work with appropriate measures. 

Active Travel Woodbridge 
A package of town-wide measures will be delivered in the early stages of the Area Transport 

Plan which will focus on improvements to walking wheeling and cycling infrastructure, 

creating safer conditions on the road for pedestrians to cross and for cyclists and improving 

the public realm to create a better sense of place. The investment in the project will form the 

basis of the delivery plan though other associated measures will be aimed at maximising the 

benefits of the project.  



We will continue to seek funding to extend the scope of the project and, over the long-term, 

seek to deliver the area-wide walking, wheeling and cycling improvements to cover Melton. 

Improve bus punctuality and reliability 
A range of bus services operate in Woodbridge including connections to Ipswich and 

surrounding villages.  

We will support greater coverage and frequency of services with an aspiration to achieve: 

• Town service – half-hourly 

• Interurban connections – at least 2 hourly with an aspiration of hourly 

• Demand responsive services – daily connections 

Bus routing throughout the town will be a considered as part of the Active Travel Woodbridge 

project and priority measures will be explored. 

Improve the integration of modes 
The main transport hubs in the Woodbridge area are the bus station located on Hamblin 

Road and there are rail stations in Melton and a short distance from Woodbridge town 

centre.  

The bus station has modest facilities with scope for improvements to access, waiting 

facilities and passenger information. Opportunities will be explored throughout the life of the 

plan to improve provision for bus users. 

Facilities at the rail stations are adequate though there is scope to improve cycle storage, 

electric vehicle charging and integration with buses. We will look for opportunities to improve 

the layout and facilities at the rail stations through the plan. 

Maximise the growth opportunities 
While growth in the town is expected to be limited, the nearby Brightwell Lakes development 

and Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects such as on- and off-shore energy projects 

may affect movements on the A12. 

The Major Road Network scheme, expected to be implemented in the early stages of the 

plan, will deliver the capacity improvements needed to accommodate additional demand on 

the network while providing significant upgrades to walking, wheeling, cycling and bus 

infrastructure linked to the plan area.  

It is expected that the scheme will add resilience to the network and reduce issues of 

through-traffic in the plan area, creating opportunities for enhancements to the local road 

network. 

Longer-term, a solution to constraints at the Melton Crossroads will be investigated to 

reduce traffic congestion for east-west movements between the A12 and Deben Peninsula. 

 
Our plans for Woodbridge 

The development of the Area Plan has identified a number of areas to improve sustainable 
travel movements. These areas together with housing and commercial development sites 
and the wider public realm, offer the opportunity for the Woodbridge  area to meet the 
ongoing and future needs of its population, and those who visit and work in the area. 
 

 

Map of the Woodbridge Area 

 



Red line – A12 Major Road Network scheme 

Red houses – growth areas 

Purple symbol – rail stations 

Burgundy symbol – bus station 

Grey lines – Easy Suffolk active travel routes 

 

 

Overlay with the three different project areas: 



 
 

Implementation Plan 

The table below indicates the county council’s priorities for investment over the next five 

years including schemes funded through the county council’s budgets, government funding 

and developer funding. The table does not include schemes delivered by 3rd parties: 

Location Description Indicative 
Capital 
Investment 

Woodbridge Active Travel Woodbridge  £5,130,000                                   

Martlesham Main Road active travel improvements  £1,200,000                         

Woodbridge Sustainable travel improvements  £                                  
330,000  

Woodbridge A12 Major Road Network scheme £64,000,000 
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WHAT IS A LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN?

 A Local Transport Plan is a statutory 

document that sets out a Local 
Transport Authority’s long-term vision 

for travel and transport in its area

 This is the fourth Local Transport Plan 
for Suffolk and sets policy to 2040



KEY THEMES

 Decarbonisation of transport

 A strong, sustainable and fair economy

 Health, wellbeing and social inclusion

 Creating better places



STRATEGIC INTERVENTIONS

 Rail improvements throughout the region:

 Haughley junction

 Ely enhancements

 East West Rail

 Strategic road projects:

 A14 Junction 55 Copdock interchange

 A11 Fiveways

 A14 junctions at Bury St Edmunds and Newmarket

 Major Road Network schemes on the A12 and 

A140



STRATEGIC AREAS

 Suffolk’s largest areas identified for 

growth and as economic centres

 Alignment with the Transport East 

key settlements and Connectivity 

Study areas

 More diverse than previous LTPs

 Specific Local Strategy and 

Implementation Plan - Area Plans



LOCAL INTERVENTIONS FOR URBAN AREAS

 Delivering substantial and transformative cycling, walking and wheeling 

improvements, as set out in the Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan

 Deliver bus service improvements to; reduce journey times, improve service 

reliability, increase passenger numbers and improve passenger satisfaction

 Traffic capacity improvements to unlock plan led growth



RURAL INTERVENTIONS

 Provide transport options to minimise social isolation for communities

 Deliver public transport improvements as part of Suffolk County Council’s Bus 

Service Improvement Plan and the development of Community Rail 

Partnerships throughout Suffolk

 Ensure the natural environment around rural communities is appropriately 

maintained for the benefit of all



INFORMATION GATHERING 

 Councils

 Local Plans / Vision Documents

 BIDs, Cycle Groups

 Equality, Diversity and Inclusions Groups

 Transport East

 Local Cycling Walking Infrastructure  Plan

 Bus Service Improvement Plan

 National Significant Infrastructure Projects

 Rail Stakeholders

 Suffolk Chamber of Commerce

 Sustrans

 Suffolk Observatory, Travel to Work, Census 2021 & 2011, Office of Rail and Road, National Child 
Measurement Programme 2021 / 2022, Suffolk Climate Emergency Plan, Local Transport Note (LTN 1/20) 
and Healthy Streets



INTERVENTION PLAN

 Driving progress in local areas for its community: residents, visitors and 

businesses



Thank you
Strategic Transport

Growth, Highways & Infrastructure

Suffolk county Council
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