Woodbridge ou cosmen

To Members of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee

Clir. David Adelson  ClIr. Ellie Beck Cllr. Eamonn O’Nolan
Cllr. Doreen Pegg Cllr. Catherine Walsh  ClIr. Martin Wilks

Non-Council Members

Rob Berry Jane Healey Jan Pulsford
Oscar Brennecke-Dunn  Mel Menhams

You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of the Climate and Ecological
Emergency Committee to be held at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 24 September at 7pm

(goipr

Greg Diaper

Town Clerk

19" September 2025
Public Attendance

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend. The public will be invited to give
their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda or raise issues for
consideration of inclusion at future meetings. This item will be limited to fifteen minutes
duration.

The Town Council, members of the public and press may record/ film or broadcast this
meeting when the press and public are not lawfully excluded. Any member of the public who
attends this meeting is advised that the Town Council cannot control 3rd party recording.

Woodbridge Town Council vision statement

The Council will strive to ensure Woodbridge is a safe, harmonious, and thriving town
where all residents and the wider community feel welcome.

We will work to make Woodbridge a place where all generations can participate in a
vibrant, inclusive society that is environmentally resilient.

Agenda

WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL

Town Clerk: Mr G E Diaper
Shire Hall, Market Hill, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 4LP
Telephone: 01394 383599 | Email: townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk | Website: woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk




10.

Apologies

Declarations of Member Interests.
To receive any declarations of interest in respect of items on this agenda.

Requests for dispensations.

To consider requests for dispensations from Members on matters in which they have a
disclosable pecuniary interest, other registerable or non-registerable interest.

Public question time

For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at a future
meeting of the Council. Fifteen minutes maximum — three minutes per person.

To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 30" July 2025.

To consider additional irrigation options for the new planting on Kingston Field.

To consider a funding request from the Bee Café CIC.

To receive an update on the EImhurst Park pond proposail.

To consider an update on the Green Infrastructure Project.

Closure.



Woodbridge rows cosnen

Minutes of the meeting of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee held at the
Shire Hall on Wednesday 30" July 2025 at 7pm

Councillors:

Present: CliIrs. D Adelson, E O'Nolan and C Walsh. Non-Council members Rob Berry,
Oscar Brennecke-Dunn, Mel Menhams and Jan Pulsford

Apologies: Clirs. E Beck, D Pegg and M Wilks. Non-Council member Jane Healey.

In Attendance: Town Clerk (Mr G E Diqper) and no members of the public.

With the Chair and Deputy Chair absent from the meeting, those Councillors present agreed
that ClIr. Walsh should chair the meeting.

1. Apologies

Apologies for absence were approved from Clirs. E Beck, D Pegg and M Wilks, and
non-council member Jane Healey.

2, Declarations of Member Interests.

No members made any declarations of interests in relation to items on the
agenda.

3. Requests for dispensations.

There were no requests for a dispensation in relation to items on the agenda.

4. Public Question Time

There were no members of the public present.

5. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 28" May 2025.

The minutes of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee meeting held
28™ May 2025 were approved as a true record.

6. To consider the decision of the Amenities Committee regarding the planting of
an avenue of fruit trees further to the donation of money to the Council.




The Committee agreed in principle to support the planting of a linear orchard of
fruit and nut trees in EImhurst Park and requested that these proposals be worked
into the Green Infrastructure Plans being produced for the park.

To consider a quotation to rotate the fencing currently installed on Broomheath.

The Committee agreed that the fencing on Broomheath be added to (yellow
dotted lines on the map below) to support the Council’'s continued efforts to
regenerate the vegetative cover on the heath. Where part of the existing fence now
becomes an internal fence, this could be removed.

It was agreed that the Amenities Committee be asked to support the proposals
and provide funding for half of the final project costs, which the Town Clerk was
asked to have confirmed by the Council’'s approved contractor.

The Committee noted the requirement for signage on the heath to inform the
public of the Council’'s attempt to regenerate the area.

To consider additional irrigation options for the new planting on Kingston Field.

The Committee asked that a fully costed proposal be presented to a future
meeting regarding irrigation of the new planting on Kingston Field. The Town Clerk
and ClIr. O'Nolan was mandated to organise a meeting with representatives from
Future Pump.



10.

12.

The Committee asked that an estimate of the proposed watering requirements/
demands be calculated.

To consider a request from the Finance Committee regarding the Green
Infrastructure Plan and surface water flooding.

The Committee noted and considered the two requests from the Finance
Committee:

Surface water flooding — The Committee noted that the recent extreme rainfall
event had not caused significant disruption to Woodbridge, aside from the usual
flooding at the Station Road car park - Clir. O'Nolan was asked to seek data from
the Environment Agency regarding flood risk mapping for Woodbridge.

The Committee agreed that the risk of surface water flooding could likely be
downgraded to a green risk, as long as the drains and gulleys in the town were
periodically cleaned by the Highways Authority.

The Committee requested that the Finance Committee consider the risk of tidal
flooding from the River Deben, especially in light of climate change and sea level
rise, for inclusion in the Council’s Risk Register.

Green Infrastructure Plan — The Committee noted that this remains a work in
progress.

To consider if the Committee wishes to respond to the consultation on Improving
the Energy Efficiency of Socially Rented Homes in England.

The Committee mandated Clirs. O’'Nolan and Walsh to respond to the consultation.

To consider a request from Transition Woodbridge to plant a Rowan tree on the
Town Council estate.

The Committee agreed that the Town Clerk can agree a location with Transition
Woodbridge for the planting of a rowan tree on the Town Council estate.

To consider funding requests for the 2026/27 budget year.

The Committee proposed the following items for potential funding as part of the
2026/27 Town Council budget:



- Championing/ promotion of Woodbridge as the home of a protection species
of animal or plant.

- Information boards for the Town Council open spaces.

- Fencing of the Fen Meadow wooded area to protect from muntjac deer and
encourage regrowth of the understory.

13. Closure

The meeting was closed at 8.33pm

Councillor Walsh
Chair



Item 6

To consider additional irrigation options for the new planting on Kingston Field.

This Committee considered the same item at the July meeting, and the following was
recorded in the minutes:

8. To consider additional irrigation options for the new planting on Kingston Field.

The Committee asked that a fully costed proposal be presented to a future
meeting regarding irrigation of the new planting on Kingston Field. The Town Clerk
and ClIr. O’'Nolan was mandated to organise a meeting with representatives from
Future Pump.

The Committee asked that an estimate of the proposed watering requirements/

demands be calculated.

Significant work has been going on in the background on this project, and a report will
either be provided as part of this agenda at a later date, or tabled at the meeting.



Item 7
To consider a funding request from the Bee Café CIC.

This Committee has supported the Bee Café CIC in their work around the town installing and
maintaining many planters on the Town Council estate. To support that ongoing, the
following funding request has been received from Mr Martin of the Bee Café CIC.

1) Complete the Beepass Circular Walk/Fly around Woodbridge - £2500

Extend the existing 9 Woodbridge Bee Cafes with 12 new 5G and 6G Bee Cafes on a 3km
circular walkable route. Fill any gaps with bee friendly hanging baskets with verge and
garden plantings to ensure an unbroken route with pollinator food every 100m. Prof Dave
Goulson inspired the menu so the bees will love it, grown by Katies Garden so the public will
love it. Watered mostly by hose but some manual, SSC Highways have extended the
Community Self Help scheme for watering Bee Cafes. Includes signage. Target date Ist
March 2026. Cost is materials only, time given remains free.

2) Living Barrier for new Kingston Field trees. - First 15 meters already paid for, then £20 per
Metre.

Extend the existing 8 metre line of living low level 4G planters, which is around the northern
Kingston Field Bee Cafe, to protect lines of new saplings and create a caravan proof defense.
The barrier is made from low level wooden planters connected to form a solid linear barrier
30cm high. After further consultation, it will be planted with the Prof Peter Hobson
inspired woodland menu of flowers, such as Bluebells and Foxgloves, that root into the
ground and complement the existing saplings - WTC has already invested £300 in this
menu. Irrigation is provided by existing soaker hoses. A line of 4G planters tolerates ride-on
mowers and strimmers. The layout can be linear, wavy or even a series of woodland ‘rooms”.

3) Kingston Field Irrigation - just suggestions not a costed proposal yet

A newly buried pipe could supply an on-demand amount of mains pressure chlorinated
water to a point at the northern edge of Kingston Field. An irrigation controller could then
feed soaker hoses. This would be an automated solution. Mains pressure is important to
make the soaker hoses weep evenly. An on demand amount is important as the large
volume is required for hundreds of saplings, calculations on request. The
saplings can't tolerate Chlorine above 2ppm but mains tap water is typically 0.5ppm.

Members are asked to consider a funding request from the Bee Café CIC.



Item 8

To receive an update on the EImhurst Park pond proposail.

The Amenities Committee were asked to consider the proposal to install a pond into
ElImhurst Park at one of their recent meetings — the minute from that meeting is provided
below:

B - Installation of a pond in EImhurst Park.

Members agreed in principle of the installation of a pond but asked the CEEC to consider
the Health and Safety implications with a formal risk assessment and consideration for
the pond’s ongoing maintenance.

As a means of trying to understand the costs involved, a number of local builders have been
contacted, however the health and safety concerns around such a proposal have led to little
interest in the project. Similarly, a local metal fabricator was contacted about producing a
bespoke pond liner with grated top, however during the discussions it became apparent
that such a build would be difficult without a cleared defined specification from the Council.

One idea that did arise from that conversation was using shallow trays and solar pumps to
create a water feature, rather than pond, as means to meet the requirements of the
Committee.

The time to install such a feature would be during the autumn and winter months - the
Committee are asked to consider if this project remains a priority, or should be shelved. With
the Council likely to employ gardening staff from April next year, there may be significant
improvements to quality of the plant maintenance in the park, and hence the main raised
bed may benefit more if left alone.



