
 

 

 

To Members of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee 

Cllr. David Adelson Cllr. Ellie Beck Cllr. Eamonn O’Nolan 
Cllr. Doreen Pegg Cllr. Catherine Walsh Cllr. Martin Wilks 

 
Non-Council Members 

 
Rob Berry Jane Healey Jan Pulsford 

 Oscar Brennecke-Dunn  
 
You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of the Climate and Ecological 
Emergency Committee to be held at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 25th February at 7pm 
 

 

   Greg Diaper 
   Town Clerk  
   20th February 2026 

Public Attendance 

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend.  The public will be invited to give 
their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda or raise issues for 
consideration of inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to fifteen minutes 
duration. 

The Town Council, members of the public and press may record/ film or broadcast this 
meeting when the press and public are not lawfully excluded. Any member of the public who 
attends this meeting is advised that the Town Council cannot control 3rd party recording. 

Agenda 

Woodbridge Town Council vision statement 

The Council will strive to ensure Woodbridge is a safe, harmonious, and thriving town 
where all residents and the wider community feel welcome. 

We will work to make Woodbridge a place where all generations can participate in a 
vibrant, inclusive society that is environmentally resilient. 



  
1. Apologies 
 
2. Declarations of Member Interests. 

To receive any declarations of interest in respect of items on this agenda. 

3. Requests for dispensations. 
To consider requests for dispensations from Members on matters in which they have a 
disclosable pecuniary interest, other registerable or non-registerable interest. 

 
4. Public question time 

For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at a future 
meeting of the Council. Fifteen minutes maximum – three minutes per person. 

 
5. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 28th January 2026. 

 
6. To consider the financial position of the Committee, Estate Resilience and any other 

CEE led project budgets.  
 

7. To consider the quotation received for the supply of wildflowers for planting in 
Elmhurst Park. 

 
8. To consider a Committee giveaway proposal working in conjunction with the Bee 

Café CIC.  
 

9. To consider a proposal from the Council’s Head Gardener for tree planting in 
Fitzgerald Green.  

 
10. To consider the proposal for a borehole in Elmhurst Park. (Verbal update) 

 
11. To consider the requirements of organising car free days in Woodbridge. (Verbal 

update) 
 
12. To consider items for inclusion in the CEE submission to local free papers. (Verbal 

update) 
 
13. Closure. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk/site/assets/files/2912/draft_climate_minutes_-_28_01_26.pdf


  
Item 6 
To consider the financial position of the Committee, Estate Resilience and any other CEE 
led project budgets. 
 
As the Council moves toward financial year end it is prudent to consider the position of the 
budgets which this Committee has the ability to spend against or recommend spending 
against to Town Council. The CEE Committee budget (5250), has been well utilised 
throughout the year with £1,218 of funds remaining: 
 

 
 

 
Of that £1,218, Members must account for the money provided to purchase Cherry Trees for 
Kingston Field and a proposal later in this item for trees on Fitzgerald Green (see item 9). In 
short, this budget should be considered fully utilised.  
 



  
The Committee has also been provided with £25,000 as part of it’s Biodiversity Action Plan 
proposals, which is accounted for in budget line 4135/140 – Other Amenity Areas. This budget 
is also known as the ‘Estate Resilience’ budget.  
 
To date, £14,725.92 has been spent, with a further £3,555 committed (installation of fencing 
on Fen Meadow for the Miyawaki forest, happening today, 24.02.26).  
 

 

 
 
At Town Council last week, it was agreed that a maximum of £1,000 could be utilised from 
this budget to purchase a water bowser for the Council, whilst item 7 proposes an additional 
spending of £2,529.84 on wildflowers for Elmhurst Park.  
 
£14,725.92 + £3,555 + £1,000 + £2,529.84 = £21,810.76. £3,189.24 could therefore still be 
allocated from this budget. The other project was the Fen Meadow boardwalk, which against 
a budget of £10,000, £6,436.50 has been spent.  
 

 
Members are asked to consider the financial position of the Committee, Estate Resilience 
and any other CEE led project budgets. 



  
Item 7 
To consider the quotation received for the supply of wildflowers for planting in Elmhurst 
Park. 
 
As Members are aware the Committee has a mandate from Town Council to appoint a 
contractor for the planting of wildflowers: 
 
The Council mandated the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee to decide upon 
the appointment of a contractor for the creation of wildflower meadow in Elmhurst Park.  

 
At the December meeting of the Committee, the Chair and Clerk were asked to confirm 
costs: 
 
The Chair and Town Clerk were asked to confirm the square meter costs for planting 
wildflowers in Elmhurst Park, with a view to planting a relatively small area in the first year, 
possibly located between the new tree planting.  
 
Upon her arrival at the Town Council, Jess (Head Gardener) has used her contacts to obtain 
a quotation from ‘British Flora’, for the supply of 3,500 wildflowers, which would be planted 
after the Easter holiday. Jess has also prepared a visualisation of the planting between new 
fruit trees – this plan has been produced to create an avenue of wildflowers but also to allow 
sufficient space for mowing in between: 

 
 

As provided at item 6 there are sufficient funds in the 
Estate Resilience budget (4135/140) budget to 
accommodate this expenditure.  

Members are asked to consider the quotation received 
for the supply of wildflowers for planting in Elmhurst 
Park. 
 



  
Item 8 
To consider a Committee giveaway proposal working in conjunction with the Bee Café 
CIC. 
 
Discussion at the January meeting of the Council considered ideas for this year and means 
for the Committee to connect with the Community – a public giveaway or offer is always an 
excellent method of getting our name and message out into the public eye.  
 
The Chair has approached the Bee Café CIC with an idea for such a project, a summary of 
which is provided below: 
 
 
The main obstacle to completing the Woodbridge beepass is finding sites for bee cafes. 

In 2026 beecafes wont just be the familiar planters but also hanging baskets, verge and roundabout plantings and 
finally garden beds and raised beds. 

This initiative encourages residents to use their front garden beds as additional bee cafe sites to feed bees and 
provide the public with a visual amenity.  

 

How will it work?   

1) Wtc will reach out over social media for residents with suitable gardens to apply online for a 50% subsidised bee 
friendly perennial packs from katies garden, a coupon code is advertised.  

2) Applicants can order online from kg with 50% off. As long as the offer is not sold out. 

3)Kg deliver the plants.  

4) Bee cafe volunteers offer to assist planting 

5) Kg invoice wtc to recover the subsidy. 

 
Members are asked to consider a Committee giveaway proposal working in conjunction 
with the Bee Café CIC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Item 9 
To consider a proposal from the Council’s Head Gardener for tree planting in Fitzgerald 
Green. 
 
The Committee agreed last month to provide up to a maximum amount of £1,000 for the 
planting of Cherry Trees in Kingston Field.  
 
Jess has not been able to source the trees that Botanica originally quoted for in 2025 (that 
stock having been sold elsewhere), and hence the trees that will be planted in Kingston are 
significantly cheaper – told cost less than £400.  
 
In the knowledge that there might be underutilised funds for tree planting and as part of her 
review of the Council’s estate, Jess has proposed that a crab apple in poor condition on 
Fitzgerald Green is placed with the hawthorns: 
 
So the trees I would suggest would be 2 of the below 

Crataegus Pauls Scarlet – Ornamental Hawthorn  - these would deal with the damper environment better than 
Prunus 

Total growth height 6-8m – but can be pruned to a nice 5-meter crown  

Native Species and a particular favourite with the wildlife 

Its flowers are eaten by dormice and provide nectar and pollen for bees and other pollinating insects. The haws are 
rich in antioxidants and are eaten by migrating birds, such as redwings, fieldfares and thrushes, as well as small 
mammals. 
 
The dense, thorny foliage makes fantastic nesting shelter for many species of bird. 

 

 



  

 

Barcham trees whom we are getting the Prunus (cherries) from for Kingston have the Hawthorn available @£130 
each  

Making the £1000 budget go towards 5 trees ������ 

Let me know your thoughts 

Jess 

Jess Dighton 

Head Gardener  

Woodbridge Town Council 

 
Provided below is a sketch plan to show the proposed planting locations: 
 

 
 
Members are asked to consider a proposal from the Council’s Head Gardener for tree 
planting in Fitzgerald Green. 


