Woodbridge ou cosmen

To Members of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee

Clir. David Adelson ClIr. Ellie Beck Cllr. Eamonn O’Nolan
Cllr. Doreen Pegg  ClIr. Catherine Walsh CllIr. Martin Wilks

Non-Council Members

Rob Berry Jane Healey Jan Pulsford
Oscar Brennecke-Dunn  Mel Menhams

You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of the Climate and Ecological
Emergency Committee to be held at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 26" November at
5.30pm

(i

Greg Diaper
Town Clerk

21t November 2025
Public Attendance

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend. The public will be invited to give
their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda or raise issues for
consideration of inclusion at future meetings. This item will be limited to fifteen minutes
duration.

The Town Council, members of the public and press may record/ film or broadcast this
meeting when the press and public are not lawfully excluded. Any member of the public who
attends this meeting is advised that the Town Council cannot control 3rd party recording.

Woodbridge Town Council vision statement

The Council will strive to ensure Woodbridge is a safe, harmonious, and thriving town
where all residents and the wider community feel welcome.

We will work to make Woodbridge a place where all generations can participate in a
vibrant, inclusive society that is environmentally resilient.

WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL

Town Clerk: Mr G E Diaper
Shire Hall, Market Hill, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 4LP
Telephone: 01394 383599 | Email: townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk | Website: woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk




10.

12.

13.

Agenda
Apologies
Declarations of Member Interests.
To receive any declarations of interest in respect of items on this agenda.

Requests for dispensations.
To consider requests for dispensations from Members on matters in which they have a
disclosable pecuniary interest, other registerable or non-registerable interest.

Public question time

For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at a future
meeting of the Council. Fifteen minutes maximum — three minutes per person.

To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 29" October 2025.

To consider a planting proposal for the introduction of cork oak saplings on the Town
Council estate.

To consider a paper and presentation made to the Town Council by a member of the
public further to concerns about the spread of ‘Tree of Heaven’ in Woodbridge.

To note the decisions of the Town Council in regard of the projects listed below and
consider how to proceed:

a - Fen Meadow tiny forest
b - Fen Meadow play area
¢ — Eimhurst Park wildflower area

To consider items for inclusion in the CEE submission to local free papers.

To consider the Suffolk Wildlife Trust activity report and agree the final events to be
funded by the Council.

To consider if the Committee wishes to respond to central government
consultations.

To consider the cost of an application to Anglian Water for a water supply for Fen
Meadow.

Closure.


https://woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk/site/assets/files/2912/draft_climate_minutes_-_29_10_25.pdf

Item 6

To consider a planting proposal for the introduction of cork oak saplings on the Town
Council estate.

During the public question time at the October meeting of the Committee, an offer of cork
oak saplings was received from Mr Paul Martin — the minute asked Mr Martin and the
Council’s Estates Officer to prepare a planting proposal for consideration at this meeting:

4. Public Question Time

Mr Martin from the Bee Café CIC addressed the Committee regarding a request to
plant cork oak saplings on the Town Council estate, plants which had been
purchased from funds provided by this Committee.

The Committee asked that by working alongside the Council’s Estates Officer, Mr
Martin prepare a planting proposal for consideration at the November meeting of
the Committee.

Mr Martin and the Estates Officer have met and considered the matter, and the proposed
location is provided below (red circle)

Kingston Fields
Playground

The proposal is to plant the saplings in a way to create an oak circle — uploaded to
SharePoint are sketches provided by Mr Martin.

Members are asked to consider a planting proposal for the introduction of cork oak
saplings on the Town Council estate.



Item 7
To consider a paper and presentation made to the Town Council by a member of the
public further to concerns about the spread of ‘Tree of Heaven’ in Woodbridge.

During the public question at the November meeting of the Town Council, a member of the
public spoke to the Council about concerns regarding the spread of ‘Tree of Heaven' in
Woodbridge:

4. Public Question Time

A member of the public addressed the Council regarding the proliferation of Tree
of Heaven (Ailanthus altissima) trees in Woodbridge, and explained the threat this
species poses to native plants and trees. While the threat in Woodbridge was not
as high as in other parts of the country, he asked that the Council undertake a
survey to map this tree in Woodbridge, and then, working with other parties in
Woodbridge, organise the eradication of the tree in Woodbridge. This would require
a concerted effort over a number of years.

The Chair of Climate and Ecological Committee invited the resident to attend the
meeting of that Committee in a week’s time, when an agenda item will be
prepared to further consider the matter.

The paper tabled by the resident is provided on SharePoint — the Committee are provided
this opportunity to consider the requests therein.



Item 8

To note the decisions of the Town Council in regard of the projects listed below and
consider how to proceed:

a - Fen Meadow tiny forest
b - Fen Meadow play area
¢ — Eimhurst Park wildflower area

a - Fen Meadow tiny forest

At the October meeting of this Committee, the Town Clerk was asked to ‘Prepare an item for
the November meeting of the Town Council presenting the Committees outline plans for a
Miyawaki style mini forest on Fen Meadow".

With the most significant input coming from ClIr. Beck, the following paper and associated
quotations and further reading (uploaded to SharePoint), was published for Council to
consider:

Item 18
To consider and agree the funding requests from the Climate and Ecological Emergency
Commiittee as part of their Biodiversity Action Plan project.

The Climate and Ecological Emergency committee would like to plant a new small forest in
Fen Meadow, using the Miyawaki method. The basic theory of a Miyawaki-style forest is that
native trees planted very densely in a small area grow much faster than conventional
forests, have a greater survival rate, generate more biodiversity and store much more
carbon than conventionally planted forests. Timescales are different too, a mini-forest
reaches maturity in as little as twenty years, rather than over many decades.

The method is based on the principle of “natural vegetation generation, where vegetation
occurs in a specific area without human interference” (Hanyu Qi, Dempsey & Cameron 2024,
pg. 293). The planting of native trees allows an area to replicate the natural forest
regeneration process. The area is fenced off to protect from damage from animals, and
requires little maintenance or management. The ground is prepared before planting, trees
are planted at a density of around five per square metre, and mulching and weeding and
watering stops after three years.

Nearby examples of Miyawaki method forests are to be found in Ipswich, Sudbury, and
Heathersett. Heathersett Parish Council have just prepared the ground for their mini-forest
and are planting before Christmas. Their tree species list and a picture of the site for an idea
of scale is in the supporting documents folder. Another great example can be found in
Fakenham, Norfolk, via this google streeview link — progress of the planting is shown below:


https://www.google.com/maps/place/52%C2%B049'43.7%22N+0%C2%B052'19.3%22E/@52.8287278,0.8722538,3a,75y,291.76h,96.43t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1sAptiZuMfJYQD8gpV8Y-qEA!2e0!6shttps:%2F%2Fstreetviewpixels-pa.googleapis.com%2Fv1%2Fthumbnail%3Fcb_client%3Dmaps_sv.tactile%26w%3D900%26h%3D600%26pitch%3D-6.432722417547325%26panoid%3DAptiZuMfJYQD8gpV8Y-qEA%26yaw%3D291.7646671744127!7i16384!8i8192!4m4!3m3!8m2!3d52.8288056!4d0.8720278?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MTEwMi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D

2025

Because of the density of planting, a Miyawaki style forest has great benefits without needing
a huge area. We're looking at an area of around 120m squared, planting around 600 trees.
We feel Fen Meadow is a good place for one, it being the wildest of the town council’'s
managed green spaces. The forest may look a little scruffy for the first couple of years, but
will soon look like an established pocket of native woodland. It is nice and damp there and
we can explore bringing water from the culvert which runs underneath to water the trees.
Please refer to the overleaf screenshot for an idea of scale and position.
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Seckford,Street
Playgreund

Seckford St

Fen Meadow

Measure distance
Click on the map to add to your path

Total area: 120.88 m2 (1,301.18 ft?)
Total distance: 48.48 m (159.06 ft)

Bearing in mind the realms of acceptability and public perception of council projects, we will
include a pathway through the forest, allowing people to walk amongst the trees and view
their progress. Information about the project will be displayed on a board at the site, and
we'd like the Mayors Monthly and the newsletter to introduce it to the public.

It is also an opportunity for citizen science participation. We will engage with schools and
other bodies for volunteers to help with the project, particularly the planting, which will forge
a longstanding connection with the trees; a sense of ownership and guardianship. We hope
there will be benefits to people’s mental health and an increase in engagement and
connection with the town and its green spaces.

With tree planting season now upon us, the Committee would like to get started with plans
and preparations and have requested a quote from Botanica Garden Centre for ground

preparations, planting and trees, and this can be viewed on SharePoint:

Tree supply - £968.80



Ground prep, planting, machinery hire etc (see email for full details) - £6500.00
Total - £7,468 ex VAT

The CEE request approval from Council to utilise the Estate Resilience budget (4135/140) to
fund this project — against a budget of £25,000, £4,055.75 has been spent or committed,
leaving a balance of £20,944.25.

As the quote from Botanica for the groundwork and planting is further to a site visit, the CEE
request authority from Council to utilise up to a maximum of £10,000 from 4135/140 to facilate
the Fen Meadow Tiny Forest project.

Members are asked consider and agree the funding requests from the Climate and
Ecological Emergency Committee as part of their Biodiversity Action Plan project.

The minutes from the meeting state:

18. To consider and agree the funding requests from the Climate and Ecological
Emergency Committee as part of their Biodiversity Action Plan project.

The Council agreed that the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee may
utilise up to a maximum of £15,000 from expenditure code 4135/140 to facilitate the
planting and ongoing maintenance of a Miyawaki-style tiny forest on Fen Meadow.

The approval and provision of funding from Council mandates this Committee to proceed
with the planting of a tiny forest on Fen Meadow.

Members are asked to discuss the planting plans for the Fen Meadow tiny forest —
consideration to includes shapes, logistics of gates and access, public engagement and
volunteers to help with the planting.

b - Fen Meadow play area

This Committee has been interested in the potential plans for the redevelopment of the Fen
Meadow play area as when an original proposal was made to relocate to the centre of the
Fen, the redevelopment of the existing site could have provided an exciting opportunity to
further increase the biodiversity of the Fen.

As guided by the public engagement, the Amenities Committee settled on redeveloping the
existing site, and at Council last week a recommmendation was considered in regard of the
preferred contractor.



The Council did not approve that recommendation, instead remitting further consideration
of the project to a joint meeting of the Amenities and this Committee:

- The Amenities and Climate and Ecological Committee are requested to hold a joint
meeting/ discussion to consider how a sustainable play space could be accommodated

within the existing bounds of the Fen Meadow play area.

Prior to such a meeting, which is expected to outside of the Council’'s usual schedule of
Committee meetings, this Committee are provided to discuss options for the use of the

space.

¢ — EImhurst Park wildflower area

Members will have hopefully visited the linear orchard and tree planting in Eimhurst Park,
e October meeting of this Committee:

£

which has been completed since th
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The second part of the project to improve the biodiversity of EImhurst Park was to undertaken
wildflower — the final decision on which has been remitted to this Committee by Council:

The Council mandated the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee to decide upon
the appointment of a contractor for the creation of wildflower meadow in EImhurst Park.

Botanica have been asked for more information about their originals proposals for

wildflower planting, and hopefully more detail will be forthcoming prior or during the
meeting.



Item 10
To consider the Suffolk Wildlife Trust activity report and agree the final events to be
funded by the Council.

Uploaded to SharePoint is a report from the Suffolk Wildlife Trust further to their wildlife
sessions which were funded by the Council — the covering email from Charlie Zakss provided
some more background, a request for the Committee as to how the remaining funds should

be allocated:
Hello Greg, Ellie and the team!

My goodness this year has been a whirlwind! | have finally collected together the info from all the sessions in
Woodbridge Parks so far. We had a fantastic summer, mainly focusing on Ponds and half term has been really
busy as well thinking about bats, hedgehogs and seeds. You will see a breakdown of sessions completed or
booked so far attached, with some pictures that have permission. Below is what is left and ideas which are
dependent on your plans for works in the parks this Winter, or other ideas | have had, for example, helping
Farlingaye with a training request we have had.

Many thanks for your continued support and help. If you have any questions, please do let me know.
Best wishes,

Charlie

TOTALACCOUNTED FOR TO DATE £3,780

Remainder to spend £840

Events we could still run from original proposal:

Tree planting in Kingston Fields — depending on WTC’s plans for this Winter.

More events with Longfields Café — my availability may not allow this as | am not working Xmas or Feb
Half term.

A hedgehog habitat creation day in Fen Meadow — dependent on WTC planned works in “swampy”
area.

Hedge planting along potential boardwalk at Woodbridge Prep end of Fen Meadow - if still necessary?
Another Pond session with Transition Woodbridge in February at Woodbridge Library - £120

Help cover training costs for Farlingaye High School to trains a Forest School Leader - £1405

Charlie Zakss (she/her)
Engagement Officer
Suffolk Wildlife Trust

Members are asked to consider the Suffolk Wildlife Trust activity report and agree the
final events to be funded by the Council.

For information, the Finance Committee have decided not to include this event funding in
the budget for 2026/27 — Suffolk Wildlife Trust are understanding of this decision, but have
suggested that in time, the Council’'s gardening staff could be trained by SWT to deliver
similar sessions.



Item11

To consider if the Committee wishes to respond to central government consultations.

A requested was made to the Chair that Members be alerted to the following consultations
which are currently open for consideration:

Consultation on strengthening penalties for water company offences - Defra - Citizen
Space

Defra are asking for views on strengthening the Environment Agency’s penalties against
offences committed by water companies.

Closing date: 3 December 2025

Review of Water Efficiency Standards in the Building Regulations 2010 - Defra - Citizen Space

Defra are seeking views on revising the Water Efficiency Standards in the Building
Regulations 2010 for new homes.

Closing date: 16 December 2025

Continuing the Warm Home Discount Scheme - Department for Energy Security and Net
Zero - Citizen Space

Department for Energy Security and Net Zero are seeking views on the design of the Warm
Home Discount scheme from winter 2026 to 2027 to 2030 to 2031.

Closing date: 20 November 2025

Members are asked to consider if the Committee wishes to respond to central
government consultations.


https://consult.defra.gov.uk/water-sector-civil-penalties/strengthening-penalty-powers/
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/water-sector-civil-penalties/strengthening-penalty-powers/
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/water-efficiency-demand/review-of-water-efficiency-standards/
https://energygovuk.citizenspace.com/energy-security/continuing-the-warm-home-discount-scheme/
https://energygovuk.citizenspace.com/energy-security/continuing-the-warm-home-discount-scheme/

Item 12
To consider the cost of an application to Anglian Water for a water supply for Fen Meadow.

An action for the Town Clerk following the October the meeting of the Committee was for
him to, ‘Contact Anglian Water about the installation of a tap at the top end of Fen Meadow".

Uploaded to SharePoint is that commmunication and subsequent response from Anglian
Water. A request for a budget estimate has been submitted.

Anglian Water confirm that there are mains on Seckford Street, Bridgewood Road and
Portland Crescent/ Meadow Walk into which a connection could be made. The budget
estimate has asked for consideration at the Portland Cresent/ Meadow Walk area of the Fen.

The Committee will be advised of the budget estimate when that is received. The cost to
apply for a site visit with surveyors to attend and for a more detailed cost estimate to be
provided is £413.

Members are asked to consider the cost of an application to Anglian Water for a water
supply for Fen Meadow.



