Woodbridge ou cosmen

To Members of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee

Clir. David Adelson ClIr. Ellie Beck Cllr. Eamonn O’Nolan
Cllr. Doreen Pegg  ClIr. Catherine Walsh CllIr. Martin Wilks

Non-Council Members

Rob Berry Jane Healey Jan Pulsford
Oscar Brennecke-Dunn

You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of the Climate and Ecological
Emergency Committee to be held at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 28" January at 7pm

(goipr

Greg Diaper

Town Clerk

23 January 2026
Public Attendance

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend. The public will be invited to give
their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda or raise issues for
consideration of inclusion at future meetings. This item will be limited to fifteen minutes
duration.

The Town Council, members of the public and press may record/ film or broadcast this
meeting when the press and public are not lawfully excluded. Any member of the public who
attends this meeting is advised that the Town Council cannot control 3rd party recording.

Woodbridge Town Council vision statement

The Council will strive to ensure Woodbridge is a safe, harmonious, and thriving town
where all residents and the wider community feel welcome.

We will work to make Woodbridge a place where all generations can participate in a
vibrant, inclusive society that is environmentally resilient.

Agenda

WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL

Town Clerk: Mr G E Diaper
Shire Hall, Market Hill, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 4LP
Telephone: 01394 383599 | Email: townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk | Website: woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk
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Apologies

Declarations of Member Interests.
To receive any declarations of interest in respect of items on this agenda.

Requests for dispensations.

To consider requests for dispensations from Members on matters in which they have a
disclosable pecuniary interest, other registerable or non-registerable interest.

Public question time

For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at a future
meeting of the Council. Fifteen minutes maximum — three minutes per person.

To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 10* December 2025.

To note the resignation of Mel Menhams from the Committee and consider how to
attract additional Non-Council Members.

To consider and agree the planting of cherry trees on Kingston Field.
To consider the planting of Cork Oaks on Broomheath.
To receive an update on the Miyawaki Forest project, and to consider any further

requirements for spending as part of this project, and from the in-year Estate
Resilience fund.

To consider the first draft of a Biodiversity Policy for the Council.

To note the decision of the Council to provide ‘Estate Resilience’ funding for the
forthcoming financial year and consider any updates required to the Biodiversity
Action Plan and which actions to prioritise.

To consider the installation of solar panels on property owned by the Council.

To consider items for inclusion in the CEE submission to local free papers.

Closure.


https://woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk/site/assets/files/2912/draft_climate_minutes_-_10_12_25.pdf

Item 7

To consider and agree the planting of cherry trees on Kingston Field.

The Committee has long sought to plant two cherry trees inside the Kingston Field play area
as a means to provide shade for the users of the facility.

In the knowledge of the plans of the Amenities Committee to undertake a consultation on
the future for the field, those plans were put on hold until that consultation was considered
- the Amenities Committee have now completed that process, and hence agreed at their
most recent meeting to the planting of cherry trees on the field:

7. To consider the proposals from the Climate Ecological Emergency Committee
regarding Kingston Field for:

a. The planting of Cherry trees in Kingston Field

The Committee agreed that the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee,
who would fund the purchase of the two cherry trees, may proceed as planned
with the proposed planting.

Members may recall the meeting last February where a quotation from Botanica was
considered for the supply of trees — the agenda provided costs and photos of trees the
Committee may wish to consider purchasing and planting:

https://woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk/site/assets/files/2226/cee 26 02 25-1.pdf

Members are asked to consider and agree the planting of Cherry Trees on Kingston Field.


https://woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk/site/assets/files/2226/cee_26_02_25-1.pdf

Item 8
To consider the planting of Cork Oaks on Broomheath.

The proposal to plant the cork oaks purchased by the Committee and currently being raised
by Paul Martin on Kingston Field has not met with favour from local stakeholders.

To ensure that the trees can be planted during the current planting season, alternative
suggestions to plant the trees on the lower part of Broomheath has been provided:

Kyson Hill Car Pafkg

The top site is nearer to the car park for watering purposes but in time, would block the view
that is a huge part of the attraction of Broomheath. The lower site is on potentially ground
but further from the car park.

Members are asked to consider the planting of Cork Oaks on Broomheath.



Item 9
To receive an update on the Miyawaki Forest project, and to consider any further

requirements for spending as part of this project, and from the in-year Estate Resilience
fund.

It was agreed at the December meeting of the Committee to inform local residents of the
plan to plant a Miyawaki Forest on Fen Meadow by leafletting roads in the vicinity of the site
- in line with that decision five hundred leaflets were ordered and delivered:

Woodbridge recomc.

MINI FOREST IN FEN MEADOW

If you would like to be involved with the planting or have any questions,
please email councillorbeck@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk

Before being able to plant, the grounds needs to be cleared and prepared and Botanica
were scheduled to undertake this work during the week beginning January 19", sadly this
work is on hold until ground conditions improve (to wet).



The forest will be fenced, and the Council’'s fencing contractor is primed to undertake that
work once the ground has been cleared — Members visiting the site will note the posts driven
into the ground identifying the planting site.

The Council’'s Head Gardener has prepared the following planting plan based on the plants
on order:
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All being well, the project will be completed before the end of the winter planting season.
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Thereafter, the issue of watering and plant care arises and is the focus of the second part of
this item — what spends are required from the in-year Estate Resilience budget (4135/140),
for which there remains a balance of almost £7,000.

One option discussed for the watering of the planting was the sinking of a borehole on the
Fen. Initial discussions with industry professionals’ guides that a shallow borehole will cost
around £4,000, and a deeper hole up to £12,000. Infrastructure such as a solar pump will then
be required. A second option, which would also contribute to the watering of the Council’s
estate and utilise the solar pump already installed into the Kingston stream, would be the
purchase of a mobile bowser for use by Council gardeners:
https://www.tanks-uk.com/product/tungsten-1000-litre-road-tow-water-bowser/
Members are to receive an update on the Miyawaki Forest project, and to consider any
further requirements for spending as part of this project, and from the in-year Estate
Resilience fund.



https://www.tanks-uk.com/product/tungsten-1000-litre-road-tow-water-bowser/

Item 10
To consider the first draft of a Biodiversity Policy for the Council.

The Committee agreed in December that it wished to consider a draft Biodiversity Policy:

8. To consider if the Committee should draft a Biodiversity Policy for the Council.

The Committee agreed that a draft Biodiversity policy be presented to the January
meeting for consideration.

Clilr. Adelson has worked to adapt a model document from the Society of Local Council
Clerks website to the needs of the Committee/ Council, and that document is presented with

the following comments:

- The introduction paragraph has been taken from the Introduction paragraph in the

description bit, and the Background section from the policy section.

- The other tweaks are shown as tracked changes.

- Isuggest the initial biodiversity audit has been done by the Green Infrastructure exercise
we did, and the requirement to propose actions (that I've shoved in) is covered by the

plan that has been agreed by council.

- This policy, if adopted, will require us to publish an annual report on how that's going.

That could go in Martin's piece in the papers, and/or the Greenprint Forum newsletter.

- Will we ask for review and adoption to be included on the agenda for the next full Town

Council meeting?

- | wonder whether this covers some of the CEEC's terms of reference, meaning we can

shorten that a little next time it comes up for review?

Members are asked to consider the first draft of a Biodiversity Policy for the Council.



Item 11
To note the decision of the Council to provide ‘Estate Resilience’ funding for the
forthcoming financial year and consider any updates required to the Biodiversity Action

Plan and which actions to prioritise.

Town Council finalised its budget and precept demand at its meeting last week, and the
funding available for Estate Resilience/ Biodiversity Action Plan was agreed at that meeting:

16. To consider the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committees ‘Biodiversity
Action Plan’.

Clir. Beck spoke to the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committees Biodiversity
Action Plan, and the request for additional funding to be allocated in the 2026/27
budget on the understanding that the Council had signed off on a three-year
project.

The Council agreed that rather than make changes to the budget at this stage and
impact on the proposed precept request to be considered at the following item, an
Earmarked Reserve for ‘Estate Resilience’ (to match the expenditure code currently
used by the Council) be created, into which £20,000 of funds be diverted from EMR
442 (Shire Hall project). This was deemed sufficiently prudent as delays have
occurred in the execution of the Shire Hall Project. It was also hoped that the
general reserve outturn for 2025/26 would allow for a replenishing of EMR 442.

The £20,000 would supplement the £5,000 already included in the 2026/7 budget
and be in-line with the Council’s decision to provide £25,000 a year over three
years for this project.

The updated Bio. Action Plan presented to the Council is available on SharePoint, and
therefore this item provides the Committee an opportunity to consider the proposals and
agree how to proceed with the projects deemed as a priority.

Members are asked to note the decision of the Council to provide ‘Estate Resilience’
funding for the forthcoming financial year and consider any updates required to the
Biodiversity Action Plan and which actions to prioritise.



