
To Members of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee 

Cllr. Adelson Cllr. Beck Cllr. O’ Nolan 
Cllr. Pegg Cllr. Walsh Cllr. Wilks 

You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of the Climate and Ecological 
Emergency Committee to be held at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 28th May at 7pm 

   Greg Diaper 
   Town Clerk  
   22nd May 2025 

Public Attendance 

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend.  The public will be invited to give 
their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda, or raise issues for 
consideration of inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to fifteen minutes 
duration. 

The Town Council, members of the public and press may record/ film or broadcast this 
meeting when the press and public are not lawfully excluded. Any member of the public who 
attends this meeting is advised that the Town Council cannot control 3rd party recording. 

Agenda 

1. To elect the Chair of Committee for the Civic Year 2025/26.

2. To elect the Deputy Chair of Committee for the Civic Year 2025/26.

3. Apologies

Woodbridge Town Council vision statement 

The Council will strive to ensure Woodbridge is a safe, harmonious, and thriving town 
where all residents and the wider community feel welcome. 

We will work to make Woodbridge a place where all generations can participate in a 
vibrant, inclusive society that is environmentally resilient. 



  
 
4. Declarations of Member Interests. 

To receive any declarations of interest in respect of items on this agenda. 

5. Requests for dispensations. 
To consider requests for dispensations from Members on matters in which they have a 
disclosable pecuniary interest, other registerable or non-registerable interest. 

 
6. Public question time 

For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at a future 
meeting of the Council. Fifteen minutes maximum – three minutes per person. 

 
7. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 30th April 2025.  

 
8. To appoint Non-Council Members to the Committee.  

 
9. To consider funding requests for the 2026/27 budget year.  

 
10. To consider an update on the Green Infrastructure Project.  

 
11. To consider the placement of a pond in Elmhurst Park.  

 
12. To consider if the Committee wishes to respond to the Suffolk County Council 

consultation on the Local Nature Recovery Strategy for Suffolk. 
 

13. To consider if the Committee wishes to respond the Government consultation on 
Solar on car parks and electric vehicle charging. 

 
14. To consider items for inclusion in the CEE submission to local free papers. 

 
15. To consider a CEE stall at the Woodbridge Regatta.  

 
16. To consider the ongoing maintenance of the Kingston Field hedge.  

 
17. Closure. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee held at the 
Shire Hall on Wednesday 30th April 2025 at 7pm 
 
Councillors:   
 
Present:  D Adelson, E Beck, E O’Nolan, D Pegg, R Sanders and C Walsh. 
 
Non-Council Members:  Rob Berry, Jan Pulsford, Mel Menhams and Jane Healey. 
 
Apologies: M Wilks and Oscar Brennecke-Dunn. 
 
In Attendance:            Town Clerk (Mr G E Diaper), Cllr. Miller and no members of the public. 
 

1. Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllr. M Wilks and Non-Council member  
Oscar Brennecke-Dunn.  
 

2. Declarations of Member Interests. 
 
No members made any declarations of interests in relation to items on the 
agenda. 
 

3. Requests for dispensations. 
 
There were no requests for a dispensation in relation to items on the agenda. 

4. Public Question Time 
 
There were no members of the public present.  
  

5. To agree and approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 26th March 2025 
 
The minutes of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee meeting held 
26th March 2025 were approved. 
 

6. To note the decision taken by Town Council regarding the Council’s Scheme of 
Delegation and consider whether modifications are required to the Committee’s 
Terms of Reference. 
 
The Committee discussed the decision of the Council to retain the existing scheme 
of delegation.  
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The Town Clerk was asked to circulated an updated ‘Terms of Reference’ for the 
Committee, prior to the agreement of this document at the Council’s Annual 
Meeting.  
 

7. To consider the reestablishment of the Omar Khayyam rose bed in Elmhurst 
Park.  
 
The Committee noted the importance of the Omar Khayyam rose to Woodbridge 
and requested that the Amenities Committee consider potential planting locations 
in Elmhurst Park away from the existing bed which is no longer deemed suitable.  
 
The Committee agreed that if the original plaque can be found, it should be 
reinstated once a location for the planting is agreed. If not, a new plaque, payable 
from the CEE Committee budget (5250), be purchased.  
 

8. The consider the ‘Conservation Advisor site visit report’ provided by the Suffolk 
Wildlife Trust for Elmhurst Park. 
 
The Committee noted the report from the Suffolk Wildlife Trust and agreed that no 
further action was required at this time.  
 
The Town Clerk was asked to add an item to a future meeting of the Committee to 
consider tree planting in Elmhurst Park.  
 

9. To consider a report from the ‘National Preparedness Commission’ regarding 
steps to narrow the UK civil food resilience gap. 
 
The Committee asked that Cllr. Adelson approach the Suffolk Resilience Forum 
regarding the inclusion of food resilience in the Council’s Emergency Plan.  
 

10. To consider items for inclusion in the CEE submission to local free papers. 
 
The Committee asked for the following to be included in the monthly press release: 
 
- Installation of the Fen Meadow boardwalk.  
- Suffolk Wildlife Trust funded sessions.  
- Call for volunteers to water the Kingston Field trees.  
- Reminder about the upcoming publication of a report by Active Travel 

Woodbridge.  
- Report from the Transition Woodbridge ‘Power Up’ event.  
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                                         Councillor Beck 

                                               Chair 

11. Closure  
 
The meeting was closed at 8.19pm.  

 



  
Item 8 
To appoint Non-Council Members to the Committee. 
 
The Town Council’s Terms of Reference state that ‘The Climate and Ecological Emergency 
Committee will additionally include up to six co-opted non-Councillor committee members’.  
 
Section 102 (3) of the Local Government Act (1972) provides that a local council can appoint 
persons who are not its members to committees and sub-committees: 
 
‘other than a committee for regulating and controlling the finance of the local authority or 
of their area, may include persons who are not members of the appointing authority or 
authorities or, in the case of a sub-committee, the authority or authorities of whom they are 
a sub-committee’ 
 
Behaviour at meetings 
 
Non-Council members are required to comply with the Council’s Standing Orders and are 
subject the Council’s Code of Conduct.  
 
Voting rights 
 
By virtue of s.13(1) and (7) of the Local Government and Housing Act 1989 (‘the 1989 Act’), 
non-councillor members of committees and sub-committees do not have voting rights.  
 
However, regulation 3 of The Parish and Community Councils (Committees) Regulations 
1990 (SI 1990/2476) confirms that non-councillor members of committees and 
subcommittees have voting rights in respect of: 
 
- the management of land owned or occupied by the council; 
- the functions of the council as a harbour authority (as defined in s. 57(1) of the 
Harbours Act 1964); 
- any function under s. 144 of the 1972 Act relating to the promotion of tourism; 
and 
- any function under s. 145 of the 1972 Act relating to the management of a 
festival. 
 
The term “management” does not include making decisions about the total amount of 
money which may be spent by the council in a financial year in respect of land or a festival.  
 
The Council has taken the position that Non-Council members may vote on items which do 
not have a financial impact upon the Council and it’s budget, and therefore cannot vote on 



  
items which do require a financial decision to be made. It is proposed that this position is 
retained.  
 
Non-Council appointments 
 
At the end of the last Civic Term, the following individuals comprised the list of appointed 
Non-Council Members: 
 
Rob Berry 
Jane Healey 
Jan Pulsford 
Mel Menhams 
Oscar Brennecke-Dunn 
 
In the first instance these individuals have been provided the opportunity to be re-appointed 
as Non-Council members by providing to the Town Clerk a summary of their interested in 
the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee. The individual submissions have been 
uploaded to SharePoint.  
 
Appointment as a Non-Council member is for the duration of the current Civic Term (until 
May 2027); Non-Council members may resign at any time by emailing the Town Clerk. The 
elected members can vote to remove a Non-Council member at any time.  
 
The elected members of the Committee are required to vote on the appointment of Non-
Council members to the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


