
 

 

 

To Members of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee 

Cllr. David Adelson Cllr. Ellie Beck Cllr. Eamonn O’Nolan 
Cllr. Doreen Pegg Cllr. Catherine Walsh Cllr. Martin Wilks 

 
Non-Council Members 

 
Rob Berry Jane Healey Jan Pulsford 

Oscar Brennecke-Dunn Mel Menhams  
 
You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of the Climate and Ecological 
Emergency Committee to be held at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 29th  October at 5.30pm 
 

 

   Greg Diaper 
   Town Clerk  
   24th October 2025 

Public Attendance 

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend.  The public will be invited to give 
their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda or raise issues for 
consideration of inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to fifteen minutes 
duration. 

The Town Council, members of the public and press may record/ film or broadcast this 
meeting when the press and public are not lawfully excluded. Any member of the public who 
attends this meeting is advised that the Town Council cannot control 3rd party recording. 

Agenda 

Woodbridge Town Council vision statement 

The Council will strive to ensure Woodbridge is a safe, harmonious, and thriving town 
where all residents and the wider community feel welcome. 

We will work to make Woodbridge a place where all generations can participate in a 
vibrant, inclusive society that is environmentally resilient. 



  
1. Apologies 
 
2. Declarations of Member Interests. 

To receive any declarations of interest in respect of items on this agenda. 

3. Requests for dispensations. 
To consider requests for dispensations from Members on matters in which they have a 
disclosable pecuniary interest, other registerable or non-registerable interest. 

 
4. Public question time 

For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at a future 
meeting of the Council. Fifteen minutes maximum – three minutes per person. 

 
5. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 24th September 2025. 

 
6. To consider the appointment of a Non-Council member to the Committee.  

 
7. To consider a briefing report from the Estates Officer in regard of the Kingston Field 

irrigation project.  
 

8. To note the decisions of the Town Council in regard of the Biodiversity Action Plan 
project, and consider how to proceed with further projects.  

 
9. To consider items for inclusion in the CEE submission to local free papers. 

 
10. To consider funding requests for the 2026/27 budget year and three year forecast.  
 
11. Closure. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk/site/assets/files/2912/climate_minutes_24_09_25.pdf


  
Item 6 
To consider the appointment of a Non-Council member to the Committee. 
 
The Town Council’s Terms of Reference state that ‘The Climate and Ecological Emergency 
Committee will additionally include up to six co-opted non-Councillor committee members’.  
 
Section 102 (3) of the Local Government Act (1972) provides that a local council can appoint 
persons who are not its members to committees and sub-committees: 
 
‘other than a committee for regulating and controlling the finance of the local authority or 
of their area, may include persons who are not members of the appointing authority or 
authorities or, in the case of a sub-committee, the authority or authorities of whom they are 
a sub-committee’ 
 
Behaviour at meetings 
 
Non-Council members are required to comply with the Council’s Standing Orders and are 
subject the Council’s Code of Conduct.  
 
Voting rights 
 
By virtue of s.13(1) and (7) of the Local Government and Housing Act 1989 (‘the 1989 Act’), 
non-councillor members of committees and sub-committees do not have voting rights.  
 
However, regulation 3 of The Parish and Community Councils (Committees) Regulations 
1990 (SI 1990/2476) confirms that non-councillor members of committees and 
subcommittees have voting rights in respect of: 
 
- the management of land owned or occupied by the council; 
- the functions of the council as a harbour authority (as defined in s. 57(1) of the 
Harbours Act 1964); 
- any function under s. 144 of the 1972 Act relating to the promotion of tourism; 
and 
- any function under s. 145 of the 1972 Act relating to the management of a 
festival. 
 
The term “management” does not include making decisions about the total amount of 
money which may be spent by the council in a financial year in respect of land or a festival.  
 
The Council has taken the position that Non-Council members may vote on items which do 
not have a financial impact upon the Council and it’s budget and therefore cannot vote on 



  
items which do require a financial decision to be made. It is proposed that this position is 
retained.  
 
Non-Council appointments 
 
The following individuals are appointed as Non-Council Members: 
 
Rob Berry 
Jane Healey 
Jan Pulsford 
Mel Menhams 
Oscar Brennecke-Dunn 
 
Appointment as a Non-Council member is for the duration of the current Civic Term (until 
May 2027); Non-Council members may resign at any time by emailing the Town Clerk. The 
elected members can vote to remove a Non-Council member at any time.  
 
The Chair has advised the Town Clerk that there may be an interested person for the final 
Non-Council position available on the Committee. This item is provided in the hope that a 
submission may be forthcoming from that individual, and if so, Members are asked to 
consider the appointment of a Non-Council member to the Committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Item 7 
To consider a briefing report from the Estates Officer in regard of the Kingston Field 
irrigation project. 
 
The Committee debated at length the options for irrigating the new planting at Kingston 
Field and the following was recorded in the minutes: 
 

 
The Estates Officer, on annual leave at the current time, has prepared a briefing report 
further to his work during the month, and Members are asked to consider that report and 
recommendations and requests for funding therein.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. To consider additional irrigation options for the new planting on Kingston Field.  
 

The Estates Officer spoke to his paper on the irrigation options he has been testing 
at Kingston Field.  
 
The Committee was supportive of the proposals therein and asked that a fully 
costed report be presented to Full Council in October, with a view to the cost of the 
project being met from expenditure code 4135/140 (Estate Resilience).  
 



  
Item 8 
To note the decisions of the Town Council in regard of the Biodiversity Action Plan project 
and consider how to proceed with further projects. 
 
Town Council considered the funding requests from this Committee at their meeting on 
October 15th and agreed the following: 
 

25. To consider and agree the funding requests from the Climate and Ecological 
Emergency Committee as part of their Biodiversity Action Plan project.   
 
The Council approved the following funding requests from the Climate and 
Ecological Emergency Committee as part of their Biodiversity Action Plan project, 
payable from expenditure code 4135/140.  
 

- Broomheath Fencing (Countryside Gates and Fencing) - £1,640.00 
- Elmhurst Park linear orchard (Botanica) - £2,139.12 
- Elmhurst Park additional trees (Botanica) - £1,200.88 

 
The Council agreed that a Siberian Elm be included in the additional tree planting 
schedule.  
 
The Council also noted the funding available in EMR 325, which followed the gift in 
the will of a local resident of £1000 toward ‘replacement trees’ in Elmhurst Park’. The 
Council agreed that the entire amount of EMR 325 be used to settle the invoice to 
Botanica for the additional trees.  
 
The Council mandated the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee to 
decide upon the appointment of a contractor for the creation of wildflower 
meadow in Elmhurst Park.  
 
The Council expressed support for the Biodiversity action plan developed by the 
Committee and looks forward favourably to further projects coming forward under 
this year’s budget. 
 

 
The Elmhurst Park planting will take on Friday 31st October.  
 
The September meeting of this Committee provided a number of actions as part of GI 
Project: 
 



  
- Cllr. Beck to convene a meeting on Fen Meadow to consider fencing, mini forests and 

non-native tree removal.  
- Cllr. Beck to contact the Suffolk Wildlife Trust regarding their advice about the creation 

of wildlife scrapes on Fen Meadow.  
- The Town Clerk was asked to contact: 
                   - the Council’s arborist about tree works on Fen Meadow.  

                   - the Council’s tree supplier about the Elmhurst Park linear orchard. 

                   - the Councils fencing contractor about Fen Meadow. 

                   - a variety of bodies regarding a wildflower area in Elmhurst Park. 

                   - East Suffolk Council about a water supply from the  New Cemetery.  

 
At this meeting, the Committee are asked to consider the following: 
 
- An update from Cllr. Beck further to site meetings at Fen Meadow, specifically a 

potential mini-forest site and non-native tree removal. 
- The options for a wildflower meadow in Elmhurst Park – papers from Botanica and 

Native Gardens and Forestry uploaded to SharePoint.  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Item 10 
To consider funding requests for the 2026/27 budget year and three-year forecast.  
 
Town Council considered the project requests put forward by this Committee at their 
meeting in September, and the Finance Committee will consider if any have sufficient merit 
to consider for inclusion in 2026/27 budget. Those projects were: 
 

Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee: 
 

• Water harvesting via attenuation tanks (flood mitigation/ resilience).  
• Acquiring of land for allotments.  
• Solar panels on Council property.  
• Championing/ promotion of Woodbridge as the home of a protected species of 

animal or plant.  
• Information boards for the Town Council open spaces.  
• Fencing of the Fen Meadow wooded area to protect from muntjac deer and 

encourage regrowth of the understory.  
 

Two further comments from that meeting are pertinent to the Committee: 

 

- It was noted that the quote for solar panels on Kingston Field looked incomplete. 
Additionally, the CEEC was asked to investigate the possibility of solar panels on the 
Longshed. The Town Clerk is working to progress these prior to the meeting.  

- Both Committees were asked to provide 3-year expenditure forecasts as soon as 
possible to allow the Finance Committee adequate time to build the Council’s budget. 

 

Members may wish to recommend the phasing of the above projects over three years as a 
means to allow the Finance Committee to include them all in the Council’s three year 
budget forecast, as well as discuss what other significant projects could be costed for 
inclusion in the forecast.  

 

Members are asked to consider funding requests for the 2026/27 budget year and three-
year forecast. 


