Woodbridge ou cosmen

To Members of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee

Clir. David Adelson  ClIr. Ellie Beck Cllr. Eamonn O’Nolan
Cllr. Doreen Pegg Cllr. Catherine Walsh  ClIr. Martin Wilks

Non-Council Members

Rob Berry Jane Healey Jan Pulsford
Oscar Brennecke-Dunn  Mel Menhams

You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of the Climate and Ecological
Emergency Committee to be held at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 30 July at 7pm

(goipr

Greg Diaper

Town Clerk

231 July 2025
Public Attendance

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend. The public will be invited to give
their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda or raise issues for
consideration of inclusion at future meetings. This item will be limited to fifteen minutes
duration.

The Town Council, members of the public and press may record/ film or broadcast this
meeting when the press and public are not lawfully excluded. Any member of the public who
attends this meeting is advised that the Town Council cannot control 3rd party recording.

Woodbridge Town Council vision statement

The Council will strive to ensure Woodbridge is a safe, harmonious, and thriving town
where all residents and the wider community feel welcome.

We will work to make Woodbridge a place where all generations can participate in a
vibrant, inclusive society that is environmentally resilient.

Agenda

WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL

Town Clerk: Mr G E Diaper
Shire Hall, Market Hill, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 4LP
Telephone: 01394 383599 | Email: townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk | Website: woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk




10.

12.

13.

Apologies

Declarations of Member Interests.
To receive any declarations of interest in respect of items on this agenda.

Requests for dispensations.

To consider requests for dispensations from Members on matters in which they have a
disclosable pecuniary interest, other registerable or non-registerable interest.

Public question time

For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at a future
meeting of the Council. Fifteen minutes maximum — three minutes per person.

To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 28* May 2025.

To consider the decision of the Amenities Committee regarding the planting of an
avenue of fruit trees further to the donation of money to the Council.

To consider a quotation to rotate the fencing currently installed on Broomheath.
To consider additional irrigation options for the new planting on Kingston Field.

To consider a request from the Finance Committee regarding the Green
Infrastructure Plan and surface water flooding.

To consider if the Committee wishes to respond to the consultation on Improving the
Energy Efficiency of Socially Rented Homes in England.

To consider a request from Transition Woodbridge to plant a Rowan tree on the Town
Council estate.

To consider funding requests for the 2026/27 budget year.

Closure.



Woodbridge rows cosnen

Minutes of the meeting of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee held at the
Shire Hall on Wednesday 28 May 2025 at 7pm

Councillors:
Present: D Adelson, E Beck, E O’'Nolan, D Pegg and M Wilks.
Apologies: C Walsh.

In Attendance: Town Clerk (Mr G E Diaper) and three members of the public.

To elect the Chair of Committee for the Civic Year 2025/26.

The Committee agreed to appoint Clir. Eleanor Beck as the Chair of the Climate
and Ecological Emergency Committee for the 2025/26 Civic Year.

To elect the Deputy Chair of Committee for the Civic Year 2025/26.

The Committee agreed to appoint Cllr. Martin Wilks as the Deputy Chair of the
Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee for the 2025/26 Civic Year.

Apologies

Apologies for absence were approved from Councillor Walsh.

Declarations of Member Interests.

No members made any declarations of interests in relation to items on the
agenda.

Requests for dispensations.

There were no requests for a dispensation in relation to items on the agenda.

Public Question Time

There were no members of the public present.

To agree and approve the Minutes of the meeting held 30*" April 2025.

The minutes of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee meeting held
30t April 2025 were approved.



10.

To appoint Non-Council Members to the Committee.

The Committee agreed to appoint Rob Berry, Oscar Brennecke-Dunn, Jane Healey,
Mel Menhams and Jan Pulsford and as Non-Council members to the Woodbridge
Town Council Climate Ecological Emergency Committee.

To consider funding requests for the 2026/27 budget year.

The Committee proposed the following projects for potential funding as part of the
Council's 2026/27 budget year:

- Water harvesting via attenuation tanks (flood mitigation/ resilience).

- Acquiring of land for allotments.

- Food waste/ composting — Clir. Adelson and Non Council Members Healey and
Brennecke-Dunn appointed to a working party to consider this proposal.

- Solar panels on Council property.

To consider an update on the Green Infrastructure Project.

The Committee noted the Green Infrastructure Project working document provided
by Clirs. Adelson, Beck and O’Nolan. The following additions/ alteration were
requested by the Committee:

- A note that Fitzgerald Green and the Cannon Bed had been considered as part
of this project, but no plans are forthcoming at this time.

The Town Clerk was asked to:

- Contact Suffolk Wildlife Trust about the mechanics of a scrape on Fen Meadow.

- To request that the Amenities Committee are asked to agree in principle the
future siting of the Fen Meadow play area as this Committees plans for the Fen
are predicated on that decision.

To consider the placement of a pond in EImhurst Park.

The Committee considered the proposal to install a pond within the raised flagpole
bed in EImhurst Park and agreed in principle to support the idea.

The Committee agreed that siting the pond toward the rear of the bed would be
preferable in regard of health and safety, with the area of the front of the bed
prepared to accommodate any overflow from the pond to create a damp area.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

18.

The Town Clerk was asked to:

- Prepare a measured plan and a report on the likely costs for consideration at
the June meeting of the Committee.
- To request that the Amenities Committee give their consent for the project.

To consider if the Committee wishes to respond to the Suffolk County Council
consultation on the Local Nature Recovery Strategy for Suffolk.

Members were encouraged to complete the survey as part of the consultation on
the Local Nature Recovery Strategy for Suffolk.

To consider if the Committee wishes to respond the Government consultation on
Solar on car parks and electric vehicle charging.

The Committee agreed not to respond to the Government consultation on Solar
on car parks and electric vehicle charging.

To consider items for inclusion in the CEE submission to local free papers.

ClIr. Wilks reported he would use the items agreed at the April meeting for his next
submission.

To consider a CEE stall at the Woodbridge Regatta.
The Committee agreed not have a stall at the Woodbridge Regatta this year.

To consider the ongoing maintenance of the Kingston Field hedge.

The Committee noted on the ongoing watering requirements for the new planting
on Kingston Field. Cllr. O'Nolan agreed to contact DClIr. Toby Hammond for advice
on a potential pumping system.

Closure

The meeting was closed at 8.45pm

Councillor Beck
Chair



Item 6

To consider the decision of the Amenities Committee regarding the planting of an avenue
of fruit trees further to the donation of money to the Council.

The Amenities Committee considered the following item at their meeting in early July:

Item 7

To note the receipt of funds from the estate of a resident of Woodbridge.

The Council received a letter from Pope & Co Solicitors advising that a sum of money had
been left to the Council — upon confirming the Council’'s bank details by return, £1,000 has
been paid into the Council's account and those funds have now been allocated to a
standalone Ear Marked Reserve (EMR 325).

After further back and forth with Pope & Co (uploaded to SharePoint) the Council has been
advised that the funds must be utilised as follows:

The precise clause relating to your legacy is as set out below:-

“To Woodbridge Town Council the sum of One Thousand Pounds (£1,000) with the request
but without imposing any trust or obligation that the bequest is spent on maintaining the
existing substantial trees in Elmhurst Park in Woodbridge and/or the provision of
replacement trees having an expected lifespan of at least forty years for the benefit of future
generations of inhabitants of Woodbridge”.

Officers have been in contact with Botanica to discuss the species of trees that would have
an expected lifespan of 40 years and above and trees showing susceptibility or some degree
of resistance to honey fungus, which is a known concern for tree species in Elmhurst Park.

Using the guidance issued by the RHS on their website and the list of species in the document
uploaded to SharePoint, Botanica can work with us to find fruit frees such as Mulberry, Cherry
and Pear trees that could meet both these requirements.

As part of the VE Day celebrations, a new ‘Peace tree’ was planted in the park alongside the
row of benches adjacent to the eastern footpath:



The peace tree is a pear tree, chosen because of its resistant to honey fungus. This tree now
stands alone, therefore it was quickly proposed that an avenue of fruit trees would provide
a fantastic addition to the park, both providing shade the benches in situ, and produce that
residents would be welcome to harvest.

Members are asked to:

- Note the receipt of funds provided to the Council and the clause relating to the legacy.
- To consider a recommendation from Officers to plant line of fruit trees to form a tree
avenue in EImhurst Park to complement the VE Day Tree for Peace.



The minute from that meeting states:

9. To note the receipt of funds from the estate of a resident of Woodbridge.

The Committee noted the receipt of funds provided to the Council and the clause
relating to that legacy.

The Committee approved the recommmendation from Officers that the funds be
utilised to create an avenue of fruit trees in Elmhurst Park, complementing the
recently planted ‘tree for peace'.

The CEE Committee are provided this opportunity to recommend species of fruit trees to
be planted in EImhurst Park.



Item 7
To consider a quotation to rotate the fencing currently installed on Broomheath.

As Members are aware there are three square/ rectangular areas on Broomheath which
have been fenced to encouraged the regrowth of the gorse and broom which used to be
present at this site before a devasting wildlife some fifteen years ago. Before this work, only
a small area of gorse and broom remained, which was being eroded and damaged by
increased footfall and natural predation.

The two ‘original’ fenced areas (shown in blue on the below map) have proved very
successful and the gorse and broom within are now fully established — some reports are
that a colony of rabbits are established within one of the squares with little damage to show
for it.

The most recent installation (shown in red) has yet to see a full season’s growth, but signs
are promising. Seedlings grown from seeds harvested on the heath will be planted during
the winter — the aim of this area is to slow erosion on the steeper part of the heath.

The long-term aim of the fencing project was to re-establish the covering of gorse and
broom on the site to the pre-fire levels — that extent can be viewed from the below Google
Earth aerial image:




In discussion with the contractor used for the first two phases of the project (it is clear from
the installations that their work is of the highest quality), the next proposed phase is to extend
to two original squares and join them to the new square to create a single large fenced area

— the yellow dotted line below show where it is suggested to install new fencing:

The quote to undertake this work from our contractor (Countryside Management Services)
is:

£1,245 +VAT for installation of three new fences
£300 + VAT removal of redundant fencing if required

Members are asked to consider a quotation to rotate the fencing currently installed on
Broomheath.

If agreeable, an item must be taken to the Amenities Committee at their meeting in
September to seek their agreement. It could be proposed that the costs are shared between
the Committees.

Further consideration to be given to combinations of cutting back undergrowth alongside
existing pathways to improve accessibility and installation of floor grid to prevent erosion
in areas of increased footfall. (white lines on the map).



Item 8
To consider additional irrigation options for the new planting on Kingston Field.

The Committee are well versed on the watering requirement for the new planting on
Kingston Field — the minutes from the May meeting of the Committee provided the following
actions:

16.  To consider the ongoing maintenance of the Kingston Field hedge.

The Committee noted on the ongoing watering requirements for the new planting
on Kingston Field. ClIr. O'Nolan agreed to contact DClIr. Toby Hammond for advice
on a potential pumping system.

Since that time and due to the extremely warm and dry weather experienced in June and
July, the CEE budget was utilised to purchase soaker hoses and fitments to allow for the
installation of trickle watering facilities along the majority of the planting - this still requires
the hoses to be connect to the mains. Along with the recent wetter weather, the planting is
doing OK, and survival rates should be good.

At a recent event attended by the Town Clerk and Clir. Adelson, it was remarked that new
planting requires five years of watering support before it can be considered ‘established’. As
the Council has invested significantly in the planting on the field, it is not unrealistic to
suggest that further money should be allocated to ensure that the planting has the best
chance to thrive.

The organisation referenced in the minute are Future Pump:

https://futurepump.com/

The advice requested by the Committee from CliIr. O'Nolan is provided below:
I had a further chat with Toby Hammond at FuturePump. Solution pretty straightforward.

He suggested we install feeder hose network, so that's in place. To feed that we should
install a suitably camouflaged IBC with a float switch (which he supplies). This will be
connected to the pump, which will keep it topped up. Gravity will do the watering.

Wed site the pump closer to the stream, maybe right beside it. Maybe in a metal frame
(security), and with two solar panels to start with. It would then run automatically, in
theory.

Further comments from the Council’s Estates Officer:


https://futurepump.com/

In terms of an alternative pump solution from the stream, | just need to achieve between
0.5 and 1 bar of pressure for the soaker hoses to operate effectively. We also need to be
mindful that any solar power units are not located in shade, which may be a challenge
adjacent to the stream.

At the current time the costs are unknown, but this project presents an ideal opportunity to
demonstrate the Committee’s commitment to utilising new technology in order to
sustainable maintain its estate. Members could consider allocating part of the Committee
budget and mandating Officers and Clirs. to finalise the project, or request that a fully costed
solution be presented at a future meeting.

Members are asked to consider additional irrigation options for the new planting on
Kingston Field.



Item 9
To consider a request from the Finance Committee regarding the Green Infrastructure
Plan and surface water flooding.

The minutes from the most recent meeting of the Finance Committee, where the Council’s
Risk Assessments were considered, state:

- Request that the CEE Committee consider the risk of surface water flooding in
Woodbridge and the Green Infrastructure Plan at their next meeting.

Surface Water Flooding:
The Council’'s ‘Amber Risks’ under Surface Water Flooding state:
WTC Management - CEE Committee asked to consider the risk further.

The Finance Committee wish for this Committee to consider how at risk the town is from
surface water flooding, and how any risks identified can be mitigated.

Green Infrastructure:

The Council’s ‘Red Risks’ under Biodiversity state:

Risk - The loss of trees and habitat in the Town is degrading the environment for residents.
WTC Management - CEE Committee undertaking a review of the Town Council estate.

Members working on the Green Infrastructure plan are asked to provide an update — there
is significant funds in the Council’s current year budget to be utilised for this project.

Members are asked to consider a request from the Finance Committee regarding the
Green Infrastructure Plan and surface water flooding.



Item 10
To consider if the Committee wishes to respond to the consultation on Improving the
Energy Efficiency of Socially Rented Homes in England.

Consultation description

This consultation seeks views on government’s proposal to set a minimum energy efficiency
standard (MEES) for socially rented homes.

This consultation is an important step in ensuring that every tenant has a decent, warm and
comfortable home. We are considering options to raise energy efficiency standards in the
domestic social rented sector to make homes easier to heat, tackling fuel poverty and
lowering carbon emissions.

Socially rented homes are not currently required to meet a minimum EPC standard and
current requirements are roughly equivalent to an EPC ‘F’ rating. We propose setting the
standard at EPC C or equivalent by 2030. This mirrors proposals to raise standards in the
private rented sector, set out within a recently closed consultation Improving the energy
performance of privately rented homes: 2025 update.

This MEES will be included in the revised Decent Homes Standard (DHS) as part of a Criterion
D on thermal comfort, on which the government is also currently consulting: Consultation on
a reformed Decent Homes Standard for social and privately rented homes.

The recently closed consultation on the future of Energy Performance Certificates provides
an opportunity to ensure the standard in the social rented sector incentivise the appropriate
measures for each home: Reforms to the Energy Performance of Buildings regime.

In this consultation, we are seeking stakeholder views on the approach to setting a minimum
energy efficiency standard for the social rented sector. This consultation also includes a call
for evidence, where we are seeking stakeholder views and plans to decarbonisation. We will
consider responses when developing this standard and other future related policies.

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/improving-the-energy-efficiency-of-
socially-rented-homes-in-england

There are 33 questions in total. This consultation will last for 10 weeks from Wednesday, 2 July
2025 to 11:45pm on Wednesday, 10 September 2025.

Members are asked to consider if the Committee wishes to respond to the consultation on
Improving the Energy Efficiency of Socially Rented Homes in England.


https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/improving-the-energy-efficiency-of-socially-rented-homes-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/improving-the-energy-efficiency-of-socially-rented-homes-in-england

Item1
To consider a request from Transition Woodbridge to plant a Rowan tree on the Town
Council estate.

The Council’'s Officers received the following communication from Transition Woodbridge:
Hi Greg and Belinda

You're aware of the circumstances around the removal of the planting at the corner of New
Street and Chapel Street. Greg and his wife donated funds for the original rowan tree to be
planted in memory of their Wood Anniversary. If Transition Woodbridge is able to source a
replacement rowan, would there be a suitable place to put it in one of the Council's parks
please? Or another suitable spot? Would this need to be taken to a Committee meeting for
approval?

Kind regards
Jane Healey

CoSecretary Transition Woodbridge

The planting which has now been removed can be seen on this Streetview image from 2022.

Members are asked to consider a request from Transition Woodbridge to plant a Rowan
tree on the Town Council estate.



Item 12
To consider funding requests for the 2026/27 budget year.

The following potential funding requests for the 2026/27 budget year were minuted from the
May meeting of the Committee:

9. To consider funding requests for the 2026/27 budget year.

The Committee proposed the following projects for potential funding as part of the
Council's 2026/27 budget year:

- Water harvesting via attenuation tanks (flood mitigation/ resilience).

- Acquiring of land for allotments.

- Food waste/ composting — ClIr. Adelson and Non Council Members Healey and
Brennecke-Dunn appointed to a working party to consider this proposal.

- Solar panels on Council property.

Members are provided this item to propose any further funding requests.



