
 
 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee held at the 
Shire Hall on Wednesday 28th May 2025 at 7pm 
 
Councillors:   
 
Present:  D Adelson, E Beck, E O’Nolan, D Pegg and M Wilks.  
 
Apologies:  C Walsh. 
 
In Attendance: Town Clerk (Mr G E Diaper) and three members of the public. 
 

1. To elect the Chair of Committee for the Civic Year 2025/26.   
 
The Committee agreed to appoint Cllr. Eleanor Beck as the Chair of the  Climate 
and Ecological Emergency Committee for the 2025/26 Civic Year.  
 

2. To elect the Deputy Chair of Committee for the Civic Year 2025/26.   
 
The Committee agreed to appoint Cllr. Martin Wilks as the Deputy Chair of the  
Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee for the 2025/26 Civic Year.  
 

3. Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence were approved from Councillor Walsh.  
 

4. Declarations of Member Interests. 
 
No members made any declarations of interests in relation to items on the 
agenda. 
 

5. Requests for dispensations. 
 
There were no requests for a dispensation in relation to items on the agenda. 

6. Public Question Time 
 
There were no members of the public present.  
  

7. To agree and approve the Minutes of the meeting held 30th April 2025. 
 
The minutes of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee meeting held 
30th April 2025 were approved. 
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8. To appoint Non-Council Members to the Committee.  
 
The Committee agreed to appoint Rob Berry,  Oscar Brennecke-Dunn, Jane Healey, 
Mel Menhams and Jan Pulsford and as Non-Council members to the Woodbridge 
Town Council Climate Ecological Emergency Committee. 
 

9. To consider funding requests for the 2026/27 budget year.  
 
The Committee proposed the following projects for potential funding as part of the 
Council’s 2026/27 budget year: 
 
- Water harvesting via attenuation tanks (flood mitigation/ resilience).  
- Acquiring of land for allotments.  
- Food waste/ composting – Cllr. Adelson and Non Council Members Healey and 

Brennecke-Dunn appointed to a working party to consider this proposal.  
- Solar panels on Council property.  

 
10. To consider an update on the Green Infrastructure Project.  

 
The Committee noted the Green  Infrastructure Project working document provided 
by Cllrs. Adelson, Beck and O’Nolan. The following additions/ alteration were 
requested by the Committee: 
 
- A note that Fitzgerald Green and the Cannon Bed had been considered as part 

of this project, but no plans are forthcoming at this time.  
 
The Town Clerk was asked to: 
 
- Contact Suffolk Wildlife Trust about the mechanics of a scrape on Fen Meadow.  
- To request that the Amenities Committee are asked to agree in principle the 

future siting of the Fen Meadow play area as this Committees plans for the Fen 
are predicated on that decision.  
 

11. To consider the placement of a pond in Elmhurst Park.  
 
The Committee considered the proposal to install a pond within the raised flagpole 
bed in Elmhurst Park and agreed in principle to support the idea.  
 
The Committee agreed that siting the pond toward the rear of the bed would be 
preferable in regard of health and safety, with the area of the front of the bed 
prepared to accommodate any overflow from the pond to create a damp area.  
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                                        Councillor Beck 
                         Chair 

The Town Clerk was asked to: 
 
- Prepare a measured plan and a report on the likely costs for consideration at 

the June meeting of the Committee.  
- To request that the Amenities Committee give their consent for the project.   
 

12. To consider if the Committee wishes to respond to the Suffolk County Council 
consultation on the Local Nature Recovery Strategy for Suffolk. 
 
Members were encouraged to complete the survey as part of the consultation on 
the Local Nature Recovery Strategy for Suffolk. 
 

13. To consider if the Committee wishes to respond the Government consultation on 
Solar on car parks and electric vehicle charging. 
 
The Committee agreed not to respond to the  Government consultation on Solar 
on car parks and electric vehicle charging. 
 

14. To consider items for inclusion in the CEE submission to local free papers. 
 
Cllr. Wilks reported he would use the items agreed at the April meeting for his next 
submission.  

  
15. To consider a CEE stall at the Woodbridge Regatta.  

 
The Committee agreed not have a stall at the Woodbridge Regatta this year.  
 

16. To consider the ongoing maintenance of the Kingston Field hedge. 
 
The Committee noted on the ongoing watering requirements for the new planting 
on Kingston Field. Cllr. O’Nolan agreed to contact DCllr. Toby Hammond for advice 
on a potential pumping system. 
  

18. Closure  
 
The meeting was closed at 8.45pm 

 


