
 
 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee held at the 
Shire Hall on Wednesday 30th July 2025 at 7pm 
 
Councillors:   
 
Present:  Cllrs. D Adelson, E O’Nolan and C Walsh. Non-Council members Rob Berry, 

Oscar Brennecke-Dunn, Mel Menhams and Jan Pulsford 
 
Apologies: Cllrs. E Beck, D Pegg and M Wilks. Non-Council member Jane Healey.  
 
In Attendance: Town Clerk (Mr G E Diaper) and no members of the public. 
 
With the Chair and Deputy Chair absent from the meeting, those Councillors present agreed 
that Cllr. Walsh should chair the meeting.  
 

1. Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence were approved from Cllrs. E Beck, D Pegg and M Wilks, and 
non-council member Jane Healey. 
 

2. Declarations of Member Interests. 
 
No members made any declarations of interests in relation to items on the 
agenda. 
 

3. Requests for dispensations. 
 
There were no requests for a dispensation in relation to items on the agenda. 

4. Public Question Time 
 
There were no members of the public present.  
  

5. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 28th May 2025. 
 
The minutes of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee meeting held 
28th May 2025 were approved as a true record.  
 

6. To consider the decision of the Amenities Committee regarding the planting of 
an avenue of fruit trees further to the donation of money to the Council.  
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The Committee agreed in principle to support the planting of a linear orchard of 
fruit and nut trees in Elmhurst Park and requested that these proposals be worked 
into the Green Infrastructure Plans being produced for the park.  
 

7. To consider a quotation to rotate the fencing currently installed on Broomheath.  
 
The Committee agreed that the fencing on Broomheath be added to (yellow 
dotted lines on the map below) to support the Council’s continued efforts to 
regenerate the vegetative cover on the heath. Where part of the existing fence now 
becomes an internal fence, this could be removed.   
 

 
 
It was agreed that the Amenities Committee be asked to support the proposals 
and provide funding for half of the final project costs, which the Town Clerk was 
asked to have confirmed by the Council’s approved contractor.  
 
The Committee noted the requirement for signage on the heath to inform the 
public of the Council’s attempt to regenerate the area.  
 

8. To consider additional irrigation options for the new planting on Kingston Field.  
 
The Committee asked that a fully costed proposal be presented to a future 
meeting regarding irrigation of the new planting on Kingston Field. The Town Clerk 
and Cllr. O’Nolan was mandated to organise a meeting with representatives from 
Future Pump.  
 



  

3 
 

The Committee asked that an estimate of the proposed watering requirements/ 
demands be calculated.   

 
9. To consider a request from the Finance Committee regarding the Green 

Infrastructure Plan and surface water flooding.  
 
The Committee noted and considered the two requests from the Finance 
Committee: 
 
Surface water flooding – The Committee noted that the recent extreme rainfall 
event had not caused significant disruption to Woodbridge, aside from the usual 
flooding at the Station Road car park - Cllr. O’Nolan was asked to seek data from 
the Environment Agency regarding flood risk mapping for Woodbridge.  
 
The Committee agreed that the risk of surface water flooding could likely be 
downgraded to a green risk, as long as the drains and gulleys in the town were 
periodically cleaned by the Highways Authority.  
 
The Committee requested that the Finance Committee consider the risk of tidal 
flooding from the River Deben, especially in light of climate change and sea level 
rise, for inclusion in the Council’s Risk Register.   
 
Green Infrastructure Plan – The Committee noted that this remains a work in 
progress.  
 

10. To consider if the Committee wishes to respond to the consultation on Improving 
the Energy Efficiency of Socially Rented Homes in England. 
 
The Committee mandated Cllrs. O’Nolan and Walsh to respond to the consultation.  
 

11. To consider a request from Transition Woodbridge to plant a Rowan tree on the 
Town Council estate.  
 
The Committee agreed that the Town Clerk can agree a location with Transition 
Woodbridge for the planting of a rowan tree on the Town Council estate.  
 

12. To consider funding requests for the 2026/27 budget year.  
 
The Committee proposed the following items for potential funding as part of the 
2026/27 Town Council budget: 
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                                      Councillor Walsh  
                         Chair 

- Championing/ promotion of Woodbridge as the home of a protection species 
of animal or plant.  

- Information boards for the Town Council open spaces.  
- Fencing of the Fen Meadow wooded area to protect from muntjac deer and 

encourage regrowth of the understory.  
 

13. Closure  
 
The meeting was closed at 8.33pm 

 


