
 
 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee held at the 
Shire Hall on Wednesday 28th January 2026 at 7pm 
 
Councillors:   
 
Present:  Cllrs. D Adelson, E Beck, E O’Nolan, C Walsh and M Wilks. Non-Council 

members Rob Berry,  Oscar Brennecke-Dunn Jan Pulsford and Jane 
Healey. 

 
Apologies: Cllr. D. Pegg.  
 
In Attendance: Town Clerk (Mr G E Diaper), Cllr. Phipps, and one member of the public.  
 

1. Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence were approved from Cllr. D Pegg.  

2. Declarations of Member Interests. 
 
No members made any declarations of interests in relation to items on the 
agenda. 
 

3. Requests for dispensations. 
 
There were no requests for a dispensation in relation to items on the agenda. 

4. Public Question Time 
 
There were no members of the public present at the time of this item.  
  

5. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 10th December 2025. 
 
The minutes of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee meeting held 
10th December 2025 were approved as a true record.  
 

6. To note the resignation of Mel Menhams from the Committee and consider how 
to attract additional Non-Council Members. 
 
The Committee noted the resignation of Mel Menhams from the Committee and 
thanked her for her contributions during the past year.  
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The Committee agreed to advertise for new Non-Council members using 
traditional and social media platforms. The Town Clerk was asked to create a 
poster using Canva.  
 

7. To consider and agree the planting of cherry trees on Kingston Field.  
 
The Committee agreed to purchase and plant two Prunus Shirotae within the 
Kingston Field play area, the final location to be agreed by the Chair and Town 
Clerk.  
 
The Town Clerk was mandated to utilise up to a maximum of £1,000 from the 
Committee budget (5250) to purchase the trees and any support/ caging 
required.  
 
The Committee agreed to consider at a later meeting the placement of plaque or 
information board in memorandum of all lost species.  

 
8. To consider the planting of Cork Oaks on Broomheath  

 
The Committee agreed to plant the Cork Oaks on the upper section of Broomheath 
with a view to slowing rainwater run off and erosion of the main slope.  
 
The Chair and Mr Martin would agree the final planting location.  
 

9. To receive an update on the Miyawaki Forest project, and to consider any further 
requirements for spending as part of this project, and from the in-year Estate 
Resilience fund.  
 
The Committee noted the progress of the Miyawaki Forest project and heeded the 
warning from the Chair and Town Clerk that due to the unfavourable weather and 
ground conditions currently being encountered, planting may slip to this autumn.  
 
The Committee, when considering the future watering requirements of the forest, 
as well as the additional planting planned for the upper Fen and elsewhere on the 
Council estate, agreed to recommend to Town Council that a mobile water bowser 
be purchased from the Estate Resilience budget (4135/140).  
 
The Town Clerk was asked to seek comparative purchase costs from reputable 
retailers as part of the item to be provided to Full Council.  
 

10.  To consider the first draft of a Biodiversity Policy for the Council. 
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             Councillor Beck  

                         Chair 

Further to the changes agreed at the meeting (addition of an educational 
objective and inclusion of a statement from Cllr. Adelson which had been 
circulated previously), the Committee agreed to recommend to Full Council that 
Woodbridge Town Council adopt this document as its Biodiversity Policy.   
 

11.  To note the decision of the Council to provide ‘Estate Resilience’ funding for the 
forthcoming financial year and consider any updates required to the 
Biodiversity Action Plan and which actions to prioritise. 
 
The Committee noted the decision of the Council to provide ‘Estate Resilience’ 
funding for the forthcoming financial year, and the remaining balance of around 
£7000 in the current year.  
 
The Town Clerk was asked to chase the Council’s arborist regarding the tree 
species audit of Fen Meadow; the Committee remain in agreeance that laurel and 
rhododendron should be removed.  
 

12.  To consider the installation of solar panels on property owned by the Council.  
 
The Town Clerk was asked to contact the Council’s tenant in the Longshed and the 
electrician recently appointed by the Council to install solar panels on the 
Gardeners Shed,  regarding solar panels being installed on that property, 
 

13.  To consider items for inclusion in the CEE submission to local free papers. 
 
Cllr. Wilks was asked to include the following items in his article: 
 
- Fen Meadow Miyawaki Forest project 
- Requirement for Non-Council member 
- Town Council Biodiversity policy 

 
9. 

 

 

Closure  
 
The meeting was closed at 9.16pm 

 


