
To Members of the Amenities Committee 

Cllr. David Adelson Cllr. Sue Bale Cllr. Ellie Beck 
Cllr. Sharon Miller Cllr. Eamon O’ Nolan Cllr. Doreen Pegg 
Cllr. Simon Sadler Cllr. Robin Sanders Cllr. Martin Wilks 

You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of the Amenities Committee to be held 
at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 1st October 2025 at 7pm.  

Belinda Lloyd 
Deputy Town Clerk 
26th September 2025 

Public Attendance 

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend.  The public will be invited to give 
their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda or raise issues for 
consideration of inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to fifteen minutes 
duration. 

The Town Council, members of the public and press may record/ film or broadcast this 
meeting when the press and public are not lawfully excluded. Any member of the public who 
attends this meeting is advised that the Town Council cannot control 3rd party recording. 

Agenda 

1. Apologies

Woodbridge Town Council vision statement 

The Council will strive to ensure Woodbridge is a safe, harmonious, and thriving 
town where all residents and the wider community feel welcome. 

We will work to make Woodbridge a place where all generations can participate in 
a vibrant, inclusive society that is environmentally resilient. 



  
2. Declarations of Member Interests. 

To receive any declarations of interest in respect of items on this agenda. 

3. Requests for dispensations. 
To consider requests for dispensations from Members on matters in which they have a 
disclosable pecuniary interest, other registerable or non-registerable interest. 

 
4. Public question time 

For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at a future 
meeting of the Council. Fifteen minutes maximum – three minutes per person. 
 

5. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 3rd September 2025. 
 

6. To consider request from the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee for 
installation of additional fencing at Broom Heath. 

 
7.  To consider a request regarding the Tree for Peace in Elmhurst Park. 

 
8. To consider a request from Suffolk Rural College. 

 
9. To consider improvements/ updates to the War Memorial.  

 
10. To consider an email asking for additional signage on Tide Mill Way. 

 
11. Closure. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee held at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 
3rd September 2025 at 7pm. 
 
Councillors:   
 
Present:  D Adelson, S Bale, E Beck, S Miller, E O’Nolan and S Sadler. 
 
Apologies:  D Pegg, R Sanders and M Wilks. 
  
In Attendance: Deputy Town Clerk (Mrs Belinda Lloyd) and twelve members of the public. 
 

1. Apologies for Absence.  
 

Apologies for absence were approved for Cllrs. D Pegg, R Sanders and M Wilks. 

2. Request for declarations of interest. 
 

Cllr Adelson made a declaration of pecuniary interest as Secretary and member 
of the Woodbridge Growers Association in relation to items 9 on the agenda. 
 
Cllr O’Nolan made a declaration of pecuniary interest as founder and chair of the 
Deban Climate Centre in relation to item 9 on the agenda. 
 

3. Request for dispensations. 
 
Cllr O’Nolan requested a dispensation to participate in discussion only related to 
item 9 and Cllr Adelson requested a dispensation to remain in the room, and to 
address the committee before it discusses the agenda item and makes its 
decision about the lease.  
 
The Committee agreed to grant a dispensation permitting both councillors to 
remain in the room to respond to questions relating to Item 9. However, they will 
not be entitled to vote. This dispensation applies to this meeting only. 
 

4. Public Question Time. 
 

The committee heard from Jane Healy regarding item 6, Matilda Sojoberg, Wendy 
Herniman, Nick Jarratt, and Hayley Caine regarding item 9 of the agenda. 
 

5. To agree and approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd July 2025. 
 
The minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held 2nd July 2025 were 
approved as a true record.  



  

2 
 

 
6. To consider the extension of the Transition Woodbridge orchard in Fen 

Meadow. 
 
The Chair announced a break in standing orders to allow Jane Healy to answer 
some questions about the existing orchard and the work Transition Woodbridge 
has done to the orchard n Fen Meadow. 
 
The committee agreed to an, in principle, agreement to the planting of an 
extension to the Fen Meadow Orchard. Members agreed to delegate 
Clerk/Deputy Clerk to spend up to £500 for the project. Members would like to 
ensure a watering plan is considered to ensure the successful establishment of 
the new trees and asked officers to discuss with the parties concerned.  
 

7. To consider the results from the Fen Meadow community engagement survey 
and agree a position for the play area. 
 
Members considered the results of the public engagement and agreed that the 
refurbishment of the existing play be preferable than relocating new equipment 
in the open Fen.  
 
Members agreed that regular maintenance of the surrounding nettles and 
undergrowth be undertaken once the new equipment is installed, and that 
Officers should seek professional advice regarding the surrounding trees, 
including the potential of lifting/ crown reduction.  
 

8. To agree a recommendation of the approved supply and design for the play 
area update in Fen Meadow. 
 
Members agreed to shortlist Wickstead and Kompan at the two preferred 
contractors for the refurbishment of the existing play area in Fen Meadow.  
 
Members asked for refined designs with options for: 
2 slides and steps, less obstacle courses, swings and possibly an alternative of a 
cargo net instead of the rope pull option.  
 
Members also want to consider options for matta tiles on both designs. 
 

9. To consider the applications received for the lease for the Elmhurst Park Kitchen 
Garden.  

Patch up withdrew her application via email before the meeting.  
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  Councillor Miller 

                  Chair 

Members considered the applications made by both the Deben Climate Centre 
and the Woodbridge Growers.  

Councillor Eamonn O’Nolan of the Deben Climate Centre and Councillor David 
Adelson of the Woodbridge Growers Association answered questions from the 
committee in line with the dispensation granted.  

The Committee voted unanimously to recommend to Full Council that the Deben 
Climate Centre be offered the lease for the Elmhurst Park kitchen garden.  

10. To note the emergency repairs completed on Tide Mill Quay and to consider the 
condition of the Whisstock’s Quay. 

Members noted the repairs to Tide Mill Quay and the condition of Whisstock’s 
Quay, Officers were asked to receive quotes for the repair works to be considered 
by Town Council. 
 

11. To consider a request from the Suffolk Bird Group to install nestboxes on the 
Town Council estate. 
 
Members agreed to give permission for The Suffolk Bird Group to install nestboxes 
and asked for a retrospective plan of the boxes.  
 

12. Closure. 
 

The meeting was closed at 8.50pm. 
 



  
Item 6  
To consider request from the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee for 
installation of additional fencing at Broom Heath. 
 
At the meeting of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee (CEEC) on 30.07.2025, 
the committee considered the following item: 
 

Item 7 
To consider a quotation to rotate the fencing currently installed on Broomheath. 
 
As Members are aware there are three square/ rectangular areas on Broomheath which 
have been fenced to encouraged the regrowth of the gorse and broom which used to be 
present at this site before a devasting wildlife some fifteen years ago. Before this work, 
only a small area of gorse and broom remained, which was being eroded and damaged 
by increased footfall and natural predation.  

The two ‘original’ fenced areas (shown in blue on the below map) have proved very 
successful and the gorse and broom within are now fully established – some reports are 
that a colony of rabbits are established within one of the squares with little damage to 
show for it.  

The most recent installation (shown in red) has yet to see a full season’s growth, but signs 
are promising. Seedlings grown from seeds harvested on the heath will be planted during 
the winter – the aim of this area is to slow erosion on the steeper part of the heath.  

The long-term aim of the fencing project was to re-establish the covering of gorse and 
broom on the site to the pre-fire levels – that extent can be viewed from the below Google 
Earth aerial image: 

 

 

In discussion with the contractor used for the first two phases of the project (it is clear 
from the installations that their work is of the highest quality), the next proposed phase is 



  
to extend to two original squares and join them to the new square to create a single large 
fenced area – the yellow dotted line below show where it is suggested to install new 
fencing: 

  

The quote to undertake this work from our contractor (Countryside Management 
Services) is: 

£1,245 +VAT for installation of three new fences 

£300 + VAT removal of redundant fencing if required 

Members are asked to consider a quotation to rotate the fencing currently installed on 
Broomheath. 

If agreeable, an item must be taken to the Amenities Committee at their meeting in 
September to seek their agreement. It could be proposed that the costs are shared 
between the Committees.  

Further consideration to be given to combinations of cutting back undergrowth 
alongside existing pathways to improve accessibility and installation of floor grid to 
prevent erosion in areas of increased footfall. (white lines on the map).  

 
 
The minutes from the CEEC meeting read: 
 

7. To consider a quotation to rotate the fencing currently installed on Broomheath.  
 
The Committee agreed that the fencing on Broomheath be added to (yellow 
dotted lines on the map below) to support the Council’s continued efforts to 
regenerate the vegetative cover on the heath. Where part of the existing fence now 
becomes an internal fence, this could be removed.   
 



  

 
 
At the CEEC meeting on 24th September 2025, the committee agreed that this project be 
funded from the Estate Resilience expenditure code and hence will be part of their 
recommendation to Council in October.  
 
Therefore, the Amenities Committee are asked for their support of the proposal. 
 
 
Members are asked to consider the request from the Climate and Ecological Emergency 
Committee for installation of additional fencing at Broom Heath. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
It was agreed that the Amenities Committee be asked to support the proposals 
and provide funding for half of the final project costs, which the Town Clerk was 
asked to have confirmed by the Council’s approved contractor.  
 
The Committee noted the requirement for signage on the heath to inform the 
public of the Council’s attempt to regenerate the area.  
 



  
Item 7 
To consider a request regarding the Tree for Peace in Elmhurst Park. 
 
The Town Clerk received an email from Micheal Madden on the 21st August 2025. 
 
Good afternoon, Greg, Sue, 
 
As the summer has followed from the Tree planting in May it has been clear that the pear tree is in 
distress, and perhaps more that we had foreseen because of the recent months' pattern of wind and 
rainfall.  
 
I have visited the tree from time to time and added water albeit in smaller quantities than the tree will 
have needed. Even so, it's distress is now clear, not only in the loss and discoloration of leaf but also the 
brittleness and loss of some recent growth. It's sad image is attached. 
 
I'm optimistic enough to think that that it'll survive into next year. 
But as I write about action and learning for an ambitious Tree for Peace website I am concerned that the 
it may be some years rather than months before the tree is for its visitors a rewarding object of 
constructive thought-provoking reflection about our part in what we call peace. 
 
A recent conversation alighted on identifying and naming another tree in the Park as a more inspiring 
location for visitors. It could become Woodbridge Tree for Peace 2025 without detracting from the 
important status of the pear tree and its planting by our MP.       
 
I wonder therefore if the Council might agree to giving that title to the other tree imaged here - a Beech 
(I think) near the bandstand? 
 
I'd be glad to talk about this soon as I am working with a designer on a website and need to have for it a 
more inspiring image. 
 
Please advise me 
 
As ever 
 
Michael Madden 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
The copper beech suggested in the email as a 
replacement tree, is located to the right of the 
flagpole, on the Woodbridge Bowls club side of 
the bandstand quadrangle.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The pear tree planted on the 80th 
anniversary of VE Day in May 2025. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Members are asked to consider the request regarding the Tree for Peace in Elmhurst Park. 
 
 



  
Item 8  
To consider a request from Suffolk Rural College. 
 
Suffolk Rural college is in Otley, Ipswich and is approximately 8 miles from Woodbridge.  
 
Most recently, the Estates Officer has enrolled on a part-time horticulture course, following 
conversations with the course tutor there is a need for a new location for students to take 
part in practical lessons as the previous location, Glenham Hall is now being sold.  
 
The College is looking for pruning opportunities to teach practical lessons.  
 
The following photos are roses in Elmhurst Park in need of attention, these are not regularly 
maintained by current contractors, and this provides an opportunity for the Town Council to 
support a local college provide a suitable location for learning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pending confirmation that Suffolk Rural have a suitable public liability insurance in place. 
Members are asked to consider the request for Suffolk Rural staff to run practical lessons 
within Elmhurst Park. 
 



  
Item 9 
To consider improvements/ updates to the War Memorial.  
 
A trustee of the Woodbridge Museum emailed the Town Clerk regarding several incorrect 
initials on the War Memorial.   
 
Dear Greg, 

Further to our meeting today regarding the Woodbridge War Memorial file and the incorrect initials on 
the Woodbridge War Memorial, I’ve attached a .PDF file with the evidence to support the correct initials – 
this can also be confirmed by the information held within the Woodbridge War Memorial Project file as 
well.  

As a bit of background about myself, I have a keen interest in the First World War and have researched 
several memorials in the parishes around Woodbridge and have been directly involved in three 
publications on the subject. I am also a trustee at Woodbridge Museum and a member of the 
Collections Team there. 

At the Museum we are currently running an inventory and cataloguing exercise during which I came 
across ten cardboard panels produced during the First World War listing the men from named roads in 
Woodbridge who lost their lives during the war and those who served and returned. It was from these 
panels that inspired me to look more closely at the Woodbridge Memorial. Using the information on the 
panels and contemporary newspaper reports from the Museum collection I have identified nine sets of 
initials that are incorrect.  

The table below shows the names affected and associated panels. Note: One man, Edward Dalliston 
Clarke, does not appear in the Commonwealth War Graves Commission Database. An application to 
have his name included has been submitted to them.  

Panel Surname Christian 
Name 

Initials on 
Panel 

Correct initials 

I.1 Buller Reginald Evelyn 
George 
Chapman 

R.C.E.C R.G.E.C 

I.2 Clarke Ernest Dalliston E.B. E.D. 
I.3 Gray George Edward C.E. G.E. 
I.3 Grayston Ernest George F. E. 
I.5 Newsom Douglas Arthur B.A. D.A. 
I.6 Reeve Leslie Haydn L.M. L.H. 
I.6 Southgate George Henry C. G. 
I.7 Theobald Geoffrey 

Charles Drury 
C.C.D. G.C.D. 

I.7 Woods Charles Edward C.F. C.E. 
 

I have also looked through the names and initials for the men from the Second World War recorded on 
the Memorial and can find no issues with the names or initials on the panels.  

As we discussed, this is something that needs to be corrected but when and how is something that 
needs to be considered as it will obviously be an expense that has to be paid for from somewhere. As for 
time scales, next year, 2024, is the 110th anniversary of the start of the First World War, 2025 is the 80th 



  
anniversary of the end of the Second World War and 2028 is the 110th anniversary of the end of the First 
World War. Any of these could be a target date and give time to raise the necessary funding. 

We also discussed the Woodbridge War Memorial Project file from 1998-1999 which I have to say is a very 
comprehensive record of the men on the Memorial considering the information that was available to the 
team at that time. Since then, a lot more information has become available and I would be happy to 
provide some updates on the men (particularly those that they couldn’t identify at the time or they 
believed it was an individual but couldn’t quite prove it). I can also provide an updated list of names as 
the one used from the Woodbridge entry on Roll-of-Honour.com as there are quite a few errors and 
incorrect names in that list if that would be of interest? 

Kind regards 

Andy Pritchatt 

The evidence document mentioned in the email is uploaded to SharePoint for councillors to 
see along with a quote from a stonemasons to complete the changes to the War Memorial 
statue.  

Members are asked to consider improvements/ updates to the War Memorial. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fRoll-of-Honour.com&c=E,1,w5Dvka7-IGV36dX8i1otHCw4Y_mmXwFunuBvVs4o_owMREikkcDXVXcUdWwtODYDR-KrQ_e8US9-DcTrF-95eeDesYzAfjRwInSieqxHK9B5xw,,&typo=1&ancr_add=1


  
Item 10 
Members are asked to consider an email asking for additional signage on Tide Mill Way. 
 
A section of an email received from Councillor Sutton on 15.09.2025: 
 
Signage 
 
The Museum is in the process of re-applying for a lapsed ‘Learning Outside 
 the classroom accreditation.  It is quite rigorous about H&S and in reviewing this for the Mill, the 
question has been raised about signage along Tide Mill Way - speed limits, pedestrian warnings, 
deep water warnings etc?   Can we add this to the Amenities agenda for discussion.  While what 
happens to people outside the Mill territory is probably of no legal concern to the Trustees, in 
setting up school visits we would want to ensure that schools are aware of the potential dangers 
from traffic, and barrierless quay. 
 
Members are asked to consider an email asking for additional signage on Tide Mill Way. 


