Woodbridge ou cosmen

To Members of the Amenities Committee

CllIr. David Adelson ClIr. Sue Bale CllIr. Ellie Beck
CllIr. Sharon Miller Cllr. Eamon O’ Nolan Cllr. Doreen Pegg
CllIr. Simon Sadler CllIr. Robin Sanders CllIr. Martin Wilks

You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of the Amenities Committee to be held
at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 3" September 2025 at 7pm.

a4
Belinda Lloyd
Deputy Town Clerk
29" August 2025

Public Attendance

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend. The public will be invited to give
their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda or raise issues for
consideration of inclusion at future meetings. This item will be limited to fifteen minutes
duration.

The Town Council, members of the public and press may record/ film or broadcast this
meeting when the press and public are not lawfully excluded. Any member of the public who
attends this meeting is advised that the Town Council cannot control 3rd party recording.

Woodbridge Town Council vision statement

The Council will strive to ensure Woodbridge is a safe, harmonious, and thriving
town where all residents and the wider community feel welcome.

We will work to make Woodbridge a place where all generations can participate in
a vibrant, inclusive society that is environmentally resilient.

Agenda
1. Apologies
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10.

12.

Declarations of Member Interests.
To receive any declarations of interest in respect of items on this agenda.

Requests for dispensations.

To consider requests for dispensations from Members on matters in which they have a
disclosable pecuniary interest, other registerable or non-registerable interest.

Public question time

For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at a future

meeting of the Council. Fifteen minutes maximum — three minutes per person.

To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 2" July 2025.

To consider the extension of the Transition Woodbridge orchard in Fen Meadow.

To consider the results from the Fen Meadow community engagement survey and
agree a position for the play area.

To agree a recommendation of the approved supply and design for the play area
update in Fen Meadow.

To consider the applications received for the lease or the EImhurst Park Kitchen
Garden (to follow).

To note the emergency repairs completed on Tide Mill Quay and to consider the
condition of the Whisstock’s Quay.

To consider a request from the Suffolk Bird Group to install nestboxes on the Town
Council estate.

Closure.



Woodbridge ou cosmen

Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee held at the Shire Hall on Wednesday
2" July 2025 at 7pm.

Councillors:
Present: D Adelson, S Bale, S Miller, D Pegg, S Sadler, R Sanders and M Wilks.
Apologies: E Beck and E O" Nolan.
In Attendance: Town Clerk (Mr G E Diqper) and no members of the public.
1. Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were approved for Clirs. E Beck and E O'Nolan.

2. Request for declarations of interest.

No members made any declarations of interests in relation to items on the
agenda.

3. Request for dispensations.

There were no requests for a dispensation in relation to items on the agenda.

4. Public Question Time

There were no members of the public present.

5. To agree and approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 4 June 2025

The minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held 4™ June 2025 were
approved as a true record.

6. To consider the report on Grounds Maintenance options for the future
management of the Town Council’s estate.

Members considered the report from the Town Clerk and Estates Officer which
detailed the options available to the Council for the future management of the
Town Council’s open spaces.



10.

The Amenities Committee agreed to recommend to Full Council that the future
management of the Town Council's estate be undertaken solely using
gardeners directly employed by the Council (full insourcing), from April 1st 2026.

Further to this recommendation the Committee wished to raise the following
points to aid discussion at the meeting of the Town Council:

- The Town Clerk was asked to provide a more detailed forecast of the impact
of full insourcing on the Councils budget for the financial year 2026/27.

- The Committee noted the potential requirement for a tender opportunity to
be advertised in line with the Council’s Financial Regulations as contingency
should the Council not attract suitable applicants to the proposed in-house
positions.

The Committee noted that the emptying of the dog and waste bins, and the
cleaning of publicly available facilities on the Council's estate would be
undertaken via contractors.

To note the receipt of funds from the estate of a resident of Woodbridge.

The Committee noted the receipt of funds provided to the Council and the clause
relating to that legacy.

The Committee approved the recommendation from Officers that the funds be
utilised to create an avenue of fruit trees in EImhurst Park, complementing the

recently planted ‘tree for peace’.

To reconsider the management of unauthorised parking on Tide Mill Way.

The Committee agreed that the Council authorise National Parking Control to
undertake a six-month trial enforcing the parking restrictions on the Town Council
owned section of Tide Mill Way.

Closure.

The meeting was closed at 7.55pm.

Councillor Miller
Chair



Item 6
To consider the extension of the Transition Woodbridge orchard in Fen Meadow.

Last year, the committee agreed to install a bench at the top of the slope in Fen Meadow, as
shown in the image below. To provide a clear view down the slope, the bench was positioned
away from the orchard previously planted by Transition Woodbridge.

As suggested by a member of the public on a recent walk, there is now an opportunity to
extend the orchard so that the bench is framed by additional trees, making its placement
more attractive and intentional.







The map below shows the proposed new trees in pink and yellow, with the bench marked in
blue.

Uploaded to SharePoint is a pro-forma invoice and further advice provided by Transition
Woodbridge about the site.

Members are reminded that the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee are
currently preparing a wider plan for the improvement of the biodiversity of the Council's
estate, and unless the Committee wish to fund this project from their own budget, could ask
the CEE Committee to include this proposal in their plans (and use the significant funding
available for that project).

If agreeable, the recent planting of of trees on Kingston Field has highlighted the significant
watering requirements to achieve a good survival rate. Recent advice from East Suffolk
Council provides that new trees should be watered for the first five years after planting.
Careful consideration of how this can be achieved at such a site must be undertaken.

Members are asked to consider the extension of the Transition Woodbridge OrchardinFen
Meadow.



Item 7

To consider the results from the Fen Meadow community engagement survey and agree
a position for the play area.

Officers have uploaded the results from the survey in documents on SharePoint.
1) Overall summary page or link to the form summary
https://forms.office.com/e/5DQy658BY2?origin=IprLink
2) List of comments received in survey
3) Additional email received

The Fen Meadow Community Engagement Survey closed on the 24" August 2025 and
received 224 responses, showing that the area is highly valued for walking, nature, dog
walking, and family use. While there is widespread agreement that the play area needs
improvement—particularly in terms of equipment quality, safety, visibility, and
maintenance—the community is divided on whether it should be relocated. A slight majority
(130 vs. 94) favour retaining the current location, highlighting its shade, natural setting, and
distance from housing.

Those supporting relocation see potential benefits in visibility and accessibility but raise
concerns about drainage, loss of open space for ball games, and impacts on biodiversity
and nearby residents. Across both views, respondents emphasised the importance of
natural-style equipment, spaces suitable for a wider age range, more seating, and careful
integration with the meadow’s character. Overall, the findings suggest that upgrading the
existing play area—while preserving Fen Meadow’s unique natural environment—is the
community’s preferred direction.

Members are asked to consider the opinions of the community and decide it's preferred
location for the play area.


https://forms.office.com/e/5DQy658BY2?origin=lprLink

Item 8
To agree a recommendation of the approved supplier and design for the play area update
in Fen Meadow.

Following the closure of the Fen Meadow play area tender at midday on Friday 29" August,
members are asked to consider the designs and quotations for the decided position of the
play area in Fen Meadow.

Uploaded to SharePoint are the tenders received — a number of hard copies have also been
delivered, and these can be viewed at the Shire Hall prior to the meeting and at the time.

Due to the cost of work, the Committee must make a recommendation to Full Council of an
approved supplier.

Members are asked to agree a recommendation of the approved supplier and design for
the play area update in Fen Meadow.



Item 9
To consider the applications received for the lease of the EImhurst Park Kitchen Garden.

Following the closure of the application period on Sunday the 31t August, Members are asked
to consider the applications which have been uploaded to SharePoint — three organisations
have completed the ‘Lease Application Return’ document:

- Deben Climate Centre - https://www.debenclimate.org/
- Woodbridge Growers
- Patch Up - http://www.wearepatchup.com/

The application document states:

Future use

In order to adhere to the Council’s Financial Regulations, WTC cannot consider the lease of
any part of its estate without a business case/application provided by potential partners.
WTC went through a similar process as part of the planned sale of 15 Tide Mill Way and the
Theatre Street toilet site and have recently published an Expression of Interest for the use of
the Kingston Pavilion Café.

In order to guide the Council’s decision making and to ensure that the Council makes
responsible use of its property, WTC wish to understand the level interest from local
organisations/ charities for the use of this community facility as a kitchen garden/ food
production area and hence are seeking Lease Application Returns from interested parties.

The Council will use the information provided to either make a decision with whom to
partner or invite organisations to interview - please therefore ensure that you include
sufficient detail in your return to allow the Council to make an informed decision. Returns
lacking in detail will be disregarded by the Council.

The Council will consider a formal lease/ agreement with a partner organisation to utilise
the facility. This will be in the form a tenancy agreement with a rent payable by the tenant.

The Amenities Committee does not have the delegated authority to enter into/ offer a legal
agreement to an organisation outside of the Council. The Committee must make o
recommendation to Full Council as to whom the Council should partner, or agree a process
for making that recommendation following interviews.

Members are asked to consider the applications received for the lease of the EImhurst
Park Kitchen Garden.


https://www.debenclimate.org/
http://www.wearepatchup.com/

Item 10
To note the emergency repairs completed on Tide Mill Quay and to consider the condition
of the Whisstock’s Quay.

Uploaded to SharePoint is a report prepared by the Estates Officer further to emergency work
undertaken at the Tide Mill Quay during August — the existing wooden boarding at parts of
the quay had completely failed, exposing metal supporting pins which could quite easily
have caused significant damage to any boat seeking to moor at the quay. Anyone choosing
to swim in the river and enter or exit the water from that location could have been injured.

This work has highlighted the potential requirement for more wholesale repairs to both the
Tide Mill and Whisstocks Quay — this item is provided as a means to inform the Committee
of the condition of the asset, and that Officers will seeking advice and quotations for work in
due course.

To note the emergency repairs completed on Tide Mill Quay and to consider the condition
of the Whisstock’s Quay.



Item11

To consider a request from the Suffolk Bird Group to install nestboxes on the Town Council
estate.

Officers received the following communication from CllIr. Adelson regarding a request from
the Suffolk Bird Group to install nestboxes on the Town Council estate.

Dear all

Suffolk Bird Group have approached me regarding the installation of nest boxes in public areas. This
will be at no cost to WTC, but requires our permission.

Eddie Bathgate from SBG explains the request...

"SBG have received a generous grant from the Suffolk and Essex Coasts and Heaths National
Landscape Community and Conservation fund to help raise awareness of migrant woodland and
waterside bird species, and to get nest boxes installed in public areas with suitable breeding habitat.

This will provide space to help these species to succeed.

We are using a most of the grant to purchase materials for a volunteer to make nest boxes for us to
distribute out for local groups to install and monitor.

We are targeting

1. Spotted Flycatchers nest boxes for cemeteries, parkland and woodland.
2. Redstart nest boxes for heathland and surrounding woods.

3. Grey Wagtail nest boxes for waterside abutments.

We are hoping that you would agree to nest boxes being installed in suitable habitats within your
areas - Fen Meadow, Elmhurst Park, Kingston Field, Quaker Burial Ground, and Broomheath.

Eddie Bathgate

@SoSSwifts

SuffolkBirdGroup.org/sos-swifts"

| can add that each of the 3 species needs a different type of nestbox, and that | can't think of
anywhere on the WTC estate that is really suitable for Grey Wagtail. As to precise locations for boxes,
and whether there is any suitable habitat for Redstart, this would be left to the recommendation of
SBG. Butl do know that there have been a small number of nests of Spotted Flycatcher, and these

have successfully fledged young, in and near Woodbridge over the last few years.

I hope SBG can be given permission to survey the estate for suitable locations and install boxes where
appropriate.

You may recall that the SBG is one of the organisations behind the nestbox scheme for Swifts, which
has successfully installed many boxes in Woodbridge.



Does this need to be agreed by Amenities, or perhaps CEEC?
Best regards

David

The request does not seem unreasonable nor require any input or funds from the Council.
Permission to install nest/ bat boxes has previously been given to organisations such as the
Suffolk Wildlife Trust. The Town Clerk provided the following as part of his reply to Clir. Adelson,
‘As long as the organisation in question has the relevant risk assessments and safety
procedures in place for working at height then | fully support such an endeavour.’

Members are asked to consider a request from the Suffolk Bird Group to install nestboxes
on the Town Council estate.



