Woodbridge rou cosven

To Members of the Amenities Committee

Cllr. Adelson Clir. Bale Cllr. Beck Clir. Miller Cllr. O' Nolan
Cllr. Pegg Cllr. Sanders Cllr. Wilks Vacancy -

You are hereby summoned to attend the Meeting of the Amenities Committee to be held
at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 4" June 2025 at 7pm.

.

Belinda Lloyd
Deputy Town Clerk
30" May 2025

Public Attendance

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend. The public will be invited to give
their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda or raise issues for
consideration of inclusion at future meetings. This item will be limited to fifteen minutes
duration.

The Town Council, members of the public and press may record/ film or broadcast this
meeting when the press and public are not lawfully excluded. Any member of the public who
attends this meeting is advised that the Town Council cannot control 3rd party recording.

Woodbridge Town Council vision statement

The Council will strive to ensure Woodbridge is a safe, harmonious, and thriving
town where all residents and the wider community feel welcome.

We will work to make Woodbridge a place where all generations can participate in
a vibrant, inclusive society that is environmentally resilient.

Agenda
1. To elect the Chair of Committee for the Civic Year 2025/26.

2. To elect the Deputy Chair of Committee for the Civic Year 2025/26.

3. Apologies
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10.

12.

13.

14.

Declarations of Member Interests.
To receive any declarations of interest in respect of items on this agenda.

Requests for dispensations.

To consider requests for dispensations from Members on matters in which they have a
disclosable pecuniary interest, other registerable or non-registerable interest.

Public question time

For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at a future
meeting of the Council. Fifteen minutes maximum — three minutes per person.

To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 2" April 2025.
To receive an update regarding the Kingston Feasibility Project.
To receive an update regarding the Eimhurst Park toilet refurbishment.

To receive an update regarding the Changing Places project.

To consider requests from the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee
regarding proposed improvements to the Woodbridge Town Council estate.

a) Rose planting in EiImhurst Park.

b) Installation of a pond in EImhurst Park.
c) Fen Meadow play area.

To consider the future of the ElImhurst Park Kitchen Garden area.
To consider funding requests for the 2026/27 budget year.

Closure.



Woodbridge rou cosven

Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Commiittee held at the Shire Hall on Wednesday
2 April 2025 at 7pm.

Councillors:
Present: D Adelson, S Bale, S Miller, D Pegg, R Sanders C Walsh and M Wilks.
Apologies: E Beck, E O’ Nolan and M Sutton.

In Attendance: Deputy Town Clerk (Mrs B J Lioyd).

1. Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were approved for Clirs. E Beck, E O’ Nolan and M Sutton.

2. Requests for declarations of interest.

No members made any declarations of interests in relation to items on the
agenda.

3. Requests for dispensations.

There were no requests for a dispensation in relation to items on the agenda.

4. Public Question Time

No members of the public came forward.

5. To agree and approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 5" March 2025

The Committee approved the minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held
on 5" March 2025.

6. To note the decision of the Council to appoint SLC as the Council’s consultant foi
the Kingston Field Masterplan Project

The Committee noted the appointment of SLC as the Council’'s consultant for
the Kingston Field Masterplan Project. The committee decided to nominate Sharor
Miller and Robin Sanders to support the Deputy Town Clerk with the project.



9.

To receive an update regarding the Fen Meadow, Play Equipment

The committee received an update regarding the project and generally
supported the proposed plans. Members asked for equipment to be reviewed
with older children in mind and for costs to be sought for the removal of play
equipment, and laying of the path.

To receive an update from Councillor Leach regarding the Changing Places
Project

Members noted the update and would like to thank Clir. Leach for all her support
moving the project along with ESC,
The Town Clerk is asked to finalise details with ESC and Rise before making a

planning application.

Closure.

The meeting was closed at 7.51 pm.

Councillor Miller
Chair



Item 8
To receive an update regarding the Kingston Feasibility Project.

The Deputy Town Clerk has been working with appointed consultants, SLC regarding the
Kingston Feasibility Study.

SLC have provided to following documents, which have been uploaded to SharePoint for
review.

¢ Engagement questions for users of the playing field and wider commmunity groups.

e Key Lines of Enquiry document

Summary of next steps:

e 2-13 June - Key strategic meetings with Woodbridge Town Council, East Suffolk
Council and Suffolk County Council.

e Workshops with strategic partners

e Posters, social media and banner at Kingston Playing field to launch the Survey for
Community groups and users of the park.

e Email to all community groups and other identified stakeholders.

e Survey to remain open to capture survey submissions over the summer holidays by
users of the park.

Members are asked to:

e Suggest any community groups that may be interested in receiving an email
requesting engagement of the survey so that they can be added to the mailing list.

o Agree the Key Lines of Enquiry Document

o Agree the questions for wider engagement survey



Item 9
To receive an update regarding the ElImhurst Park toilet refurbishment.

To be added by Estates Officer



Item 10
To receive an update regarding the Changing Places project.

The Committee received a verbal update from ClIr. Leach at the April meeting regarding her
work on the Changing Places project — in her role as County and District Councillor, ClIr.
Leach had been able to meet with the right people at East Suffolk Council to drive forward
the potential siting of the facility close to the existing toilet block at the Hamblin Road 2 car
park.

In order to provide an update to the Committee, uploaded to SharePoint is the most recent
communication between ClIr. Leach, the Town Clerk, and the ESC Officers working on the

project.

Members are to receive an update regarding the Changing Places project.



Item 11
To consider requests from the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee regarding
proposed improvements to the Woodbridge Town Council estate.

a) Rose planting in Elmhurst Park.

The Climate Ecological Emergency Committee (CEEC) considered the following item at their
April meeting regarding the Omar Khayyam rose bed in EImhurst Park:

Item 7
To consider the reestablishment of the Omar Khayyam rose bed in EImhurst Park.

Non-Council member Jan Pulsford sent the following email regarding the Omar Khayyam

rose bed in EImhurst Park:

From: Jan Pulsford <janpulsford@icloud.com>

Sent: 24 April 2025 07:37

To: Town Clerk <townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk>
Subject: Omar Khayyam Roses

Dear Greg

Hope you are well.

This bed of Omar Khayyam roses was established to
honour former Woodbridge resident Edward Fitzgerald,
the poet best known for his translation of

the "Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam?”.

The roses were grown from cuttings taken in 1947 from

the rose tree planted in 1893 in the Boulge Churchyard
where Edward Fitzgerald is buried.

This rose tree was grown from seed sent to Kew
Gardens collected from the tomb of Omar Khayyam
at Nashipar.
The rose is a prominent feature of the
Woodbridge Town Crest Further information can be found
al the Town Council website on: www.woodbridge.suffolk.gov.uk




Here are the photos of the missing Omar Khayyam Rose Plaque in EImhurst Park. ( Unless it has been moved )
As this is such an important part of Woodbridge History | think it would be good to continue to let people know
the story of our link with Nishapur and the global impact of Edward FitzGerald and his translation of the Rubaiyat
of Omar Khayyam

Kind regards

Jan Pulsford

Stock photos of the park show the bed in better condition:

A pink rose is included on the Town Crest to commemorate Edward Fitzgerald's residence in
Woodbridge.

Details about the rose from the RHS website, as well as potential costs are provided below:
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/90084/rosa-omar-khayy-m-(d)/details
https://www.trevorwhiteroses.co.uk/shop/damask-roses/omar-khayyam/
https://rvroger.co.uk/rosa-omar-khayyam/

Members are asked to consider the reestablishment of the Omar Khayyam rose bed in
Elmhurst Park.

The minutes from the meeting state:



7. To consider the reestablishment of the Omar Khayyam rose bed in Eimhurst
Park.

The Committee noted the importance of the Omar Khayyam rose to Woodbridge
and requested that the Amenities Committee consider potential planting locations
in ElImhurst Park away from the existing bed which is no longer deemed suitable.

The Committee agreed that if the original plaque can be found, it should be
reinstated once a location for the planting is agreed. If not, a new plaque, payable
from the CEE Committee budget (5250), be purchased.

Roses suffer from ‘Rose replant disease’, which occurs when attempting to re-establish
plants in soil where the same species was grown previously — this is also known as ‘soil
sickness'.

To avoid the costly process of removing all the existing soil in the current bed and replacing
it with new compost, the CEE propose that the Omar Khayyam roses are established
elsewhere in the park, away from beds previously used for rose planting.

It is therefore proposed that the roses are planted in one the beds surrounding the
bandstand, which at the current time is home to a poorly performing shrub.

The CEE Committee will meet all costs associated with this replanting and hence are seeking
the agreement of the Amenities Committee to proceed.

Suggested new location for Rose Bed in Eimhurst Park:

Photo's to be attached

Members are asked to consider the CEEC recommendation to re-establish the Omar
Khayyam rose bed in EiImhurst Park and agree the potential planting locations.

b) Installation of Pond in EImhurst Park.

The CEE Committee have been seeking a location to install a pond/ water feature in Elmhurst
Park as a means to attempt to increase the biodiversity of the park but providing aquatic
environs.

The first site to be considered was the dip at the entrance to the park from EImhurst Walk,
but following discussion with the Suffolk Wildlife Trust and a general realisation that the site

was not suitable, this proposal was shelved. At the May 28™ meeting of the Committee, the
following item was considered:



Item 11
To consider the placement of a pond in EImhurst Park.

The Committee have in recent months considered the ‘building’ of a wildlife pond in Eimhurst
Park — at the last meeting of the Committee a report from the Suffolk Wildlife Trust which
featured advice about a proposed pond in the dip was considered, and it was generally
agreed that the project was not feasible due to the terrain.

One option could be the use of the flagpole bed in EImhurst Park — the current condition of
which is shown below:

The bed measures approximately 5.5m x 4.5m; not obvious in the photo is the slope from
back to front. The bed is planted with grasses and low growing herbaceous plants and
surrounded on three sides by beech hedging. The front of the bed is publicly accessible, and
regularly used as a seating area.

A small, maintainable wildlife pond could be dug into the existing bed — the front half would
need to be levelled and the top half thereafter secured using wooden sleepers.



A fibreglass pond liner would provide a secure means of achieving a pond at this site -
examples and prices can be found on the following website:
https://aguagroup.co.uk/search?q=fibreglass+pond& pos=2& psq=fibreglass& ss=e&
v=1.0

Q Pacific Fibreglass Pond - 1398Ltr | 310 Gallons

price:  £1,169.99

Stock e Instock

Add to cart

Buy with shop

Suitable aquatic plants can be sourced from local garden centres.

This would be a relatively small wildlife pond, similar to that in a residential garden. Due to
the open site transpiration levels will be high so the water will need to be topped up in the
summer. Health and Safety requirements will likely include signage at the site but should not
need to extend to a fence and life saving equipment.

Members are asked to consider the placement of a pond in EImhurst Park.

The minutes from that meeting state:



1. To consider the placement of a pond in EImhurst Park.

The Committee considered the proposal to install a pond within the raised flagpole
bed in EImhurst Park and agreed in principle to support the idea.

The Committee agreed that siting the pond toward the rear of the bed would be
preferable in regard of health and safety, with the area of the front of the bed
prepared to accommodate any overflow from the pond to create a damp area.

The Town Clerk was asked to:

- Prepare a measured plan and a report on the likely costs for consideration at
the June meeting of the Committee.
- Torequest that the Amenities Committee give their consent for the project.

If available for the meeting of the Amenities Committee, the measured plan will be provided.
As detailed in the minute, following discussion at the meeting it was generally agreed that
placing a significant fibreglass pond to the back of the flowerbed be preferable as this takes
the feature further from the public. The lower part of the bed would then be re-purposes,
possibly using a liner, to act a damp areq, catching overflowing water from the pond during
the winter and provided a different type of aquatic/ damp habitat.

The CEE Committee will meet all costs associated with the pond installation and associated
planting and hence are seeking the agreement of the Amenities Committee to proceed. The
water for the pond will be sourced from the two IBC tanks which the CEE have (will) install to
collect rainwater from the roof of the EImhurst Park gardeners shed.

Members are asked to consider the CEEC recommendation to install a pond and water
features into the EImhurst Park flagpole bed.

c) FenMeadow play area.

At the May 28" meeting of the CEE Committee, Members considered the first draft of the
‘Green Infrastructure Plan’ a plan which has been formulated following a number of
meetings and workshops and was the basis of the Committees successful bid to the Finance
Committee to secure funding of £25,000 in this financial year to make improvements to the
Council’s estate resilience.

Part of that document focuses on proposes improvements to Fen Meadow:

FEN MEADOW PROJECTS:



Reinstall the wetlands in the lower areas, to coincide with the installation of a boardwalk:

To allow enhanced public access. To encourage the growth of water-retaining plants
and trees to hold and manage excess surface water run-off, even potential dirty water
from road runoff. Reed beds are extremely effective in purifying water.

To permit the grass on the upper section to grow, with a new shorter-cut pathway.

To regenerate a more natural meadow to encourage the recovery of native plants and
pollinators:

Zoning the grassy areas of Fen Meadow to limit grass cutting, in a gradient pattern.
Starting with the current mowing regime for the most heavily used desire lines, and then
grading outwards. So from recreational use, perennial growth, and scrubland to meet up
with the woodlands. Also creating a larger recreational zone, the specific type to be
discussed, but could be a wildflower meadow or simply a more widely mown picnic area.

Reestablishing the woodland understorey:

In the wooded areas by removing non-native growth, such as laurel which suppresses
the growth of other native saplings. Allow the natural barriers to re-establish, such as
bramble, which is hugely beneficial for biodiversity and wildlife. Encourage natural
regeneration in this areq, for example with EIm.

Create a new small densely-planted mixed native woodland:

Following the plans of other committees to move the play areaq, retain the fencing and plant
a mini-forest within it. Minimising costs of protecting trees from muntjac and repurposing
land for new growth.

The minute from that item is provided below:

10.

To consider an update on the Green Infrastructure Project.

The Committee noted the Green Infrastructure Project working document provided
by Clirs. Adelson, Beck and O’Nolan. The following additions/ alteration were
requested by the Committee:

- A note that Fitzgerald Green and the Cannon Bed had been considered as part
of this project, but no plans are forthcoming at this time.

The Town Clerk was asked to:



- Contact Suffolk Wildlife Trust about the mechanics of a scrape on Fen Meadow.

- To request that the Amenities Committee are asked to agree in principle the
future siting of the Fen Meadow play area as this Committees plans for the Fen
are predicated on that decision.

The existing play area on Fen Meadow has been identified as a site suitable for a new densely
planted area of trees — as per the minute, any future decision making and spending is
predicated on the decision of the Amenities Committee regarding the potential relocation
of the play equipment to the main Fen. The CEE Committee respectfully asks that the
Amenities provide some guidance via an agreement in principle as to the future location of
the play equipment.

Members are asked to consider a request from the CEE Committee regarding the future
plans for the Fen Meadow play area.



Item 12
To consider the future of the EImhurst Park Kitchen Garden area.

At the Amenities Committee meeting held on 05/02/2025 members agreed:

7. To consider the future use of the EiImhurst Park Kitchen Garden area.

Members noted the expiring lease on the 31°* of December 2025. Members asked
Officers to investigate the status of the land in response to development
possibilities, whether that be for a building or use of the area for another
opportunity or allotments. If the change of use would require a planning
application. Officers were asked to investigate ongoing costs for the
maintenance requirements of the area.

Uploaded to SharePoint is communication with the Duty Planner about permitted
development rights for the site, should any potential partners wish to install buildings.

Also uploaded to SharePoint is a draft ‘Lease Application Return” document which could be
used should the Committee wish to seek returns from interested parties.

As yet, Officers have not received costs for ongoing maintenance of the area.

To consider the future of the EImhurst Park Kitchen Garden area.



Item 13
To consider funding requests for the 2026/27 budget year.

The Committee secured significant funding for the current financial year separate from it's
in year budget (£10,000). In addition to this £12,500 was committed for the Kingston Playing
Field consultancy and there is £83,700 in the EMR for Play Area equipment which could be
utilised for the replacement of equipment at Fen Meadow. Changing Places £72,600

The Finance Committee made it clear that spending requests for the forthcoming financial
year must be accompanied by quotations and sufficient long term spending forecasts to
allow the Council to decide which projects it requests the Finance Committee to include in
the budget.

This item provides the Committee the first opportunity to consider funding requests for

the 2026/27 budget year.

At the meeting of the Amenities Committee held on 02/10/2024, members agreed:

1. To consider project funding requests for the 2025/26 Financial Year

Project ideas for 2025/26 budget prepared at the 4" September meeting:
e Hydration station at EiImhurst Park or fen Meadow.
Bike track at Fen Meadow/Kingston Field.
Purchase of land, if it becomes available, behind Dobbies Garden Centre.
VE Day Event
In addition, the committee suggested the following ideas:
¢ Additional Defibrillator maintenance
e 450 year Shire Hall tea/street party
e Elmhurst Park Walk
e Grant for school art contributions in the town/events
e Security bollards on estate
e Cricket strip- replace or renew.

Woodbridge Town Council, through the qualifications held by the Town Clerk are able to
adopt the ‘General Power of Competence’, a broad power that enables local authorities in
England and Wales to do anything that an individual can do, provided that it is not prohibited
by law. It would be wise however to consider the broad list of statutory provision provided to
Local Council's to ensure any potential project is broadly defined that list.

Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions



Function

Allotments

Baths and
washhouses

Burial grounds,
cemeteries and
crematoria

Bus shelters

Bye-laws

Clocks

Powers & Duties

Duty to provide allotments.

Power to improve and adapt

land for allotments, and to
let grazing rights

Power to provide public
baths and washhouses

Power to acquire and
maintain

Power to provide
Power to agree to maintain
monuments and memorials

Power to contribute towards
expenses of cemeteries

Power to provide and

Mmaintain shelters

Power to make bye-laws in
regard to pleasure grounds

Cycle parks

Baths and washhouses

Open spaces and burial
grounds

Mortuaries and post-
mortem rooms

Power to provide public
clocks

Statutory Provisions
Small Holding & Allotments Act
1908, ss. 23, 26, and 42

Public Health Act 1936, ss. 221,
222,223 and 227

Open Spaces Act 1906, Ss 9 and
10; Local Government Act 1972, s.
214; Parish Councils and Burial
Authorities(Miscellaneous
Provisions) Act 1970, s. |

Local Government Act 1972, s.
214(6)

Local Government
(Miscellaneous Provision) Act
1953,s.4

Public Health Act 1875, s. 164

Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984,
s.57(7)

Public Health Act 1936, s.223

Open Spaces Act 1906, s.15

Public Health Act 1936, s.198

Parish Councils Act 1957, s.2



Function

Closed churchyards

Common pastures

Conference facilities

Community centres

Crime prevention

Drainage

Dogs

Entertainment and the Provision of entertainment

arts

Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions
Powers as to maintenance Local Government Act 1972, s.215

Powers in relation to Smallholdings and Allotments
providing common pasture Act 1908, s.34

Power to provide and
encourage the use of Local Government Act 1972, s.144
facilities
Power to provide and equip

. Local Government
buildings for use of clubs ) o
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act

having athletic, social or
1976 s.19

recreational objectives

Powers to install and

maintain equipment and ,
Local Government and Rating

Act 1997, s.31

establish and maintain a
scheme for detection or
prevention of crime

Power to contribute to police

. Police Act 1996, s.92
services e.g. PCSOs

Duty on Parish Councils to ) )
) ) .. sl7 Crime and Disorder Act 1998
consider crime reduction in

. . (as amended)
every policy and action

Power to deal with ponds )

. Public Health Act 1936, s.260
and ditches
Power to make a Dog Cleaner Neighbourhoods and

Control Order Environment Act 2005

Power to take enforcement
action against those who
commit an offence against
a Dog Control Order

Local Government Act 1972, s.145
and support of the arts



Function

Flyposting and Graffiti

Gifts

Highways

Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions
Power to take enforcement )
) ) Cleaner Neighbourhoods and
action against those that

. Environment Act 2005
flypost or graffiti

Power to accept Local Government Act 1972, s.139

Power to maintain footpaths
) Highways Act 1980, ss.43,50
and bridle-ways

Power to light roads and ) )
) Parish Councils Act 1957, s.3;
public places

Provision of litter bins Highways Act 1980, s.301

Powers to provide parking
places for bicycles and
motor-cycles, and other
vehicles

Power to enter into
agreement as to dedication Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6
and widening

Power to provide roadside Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984,
seats and shelters $s.57,63

Highways Act 1980, ss.30,72

Consent of parish council
required for ending
maintenance of highway at ) )
) Parish Councils Act 1957, s.1
public expense, or for
stopping up or diversion of

highway

Power to complain to
highway authority as to
unlawful stopping up or
) PP .g P Highways Act 1980, ss.47,116
obstruction of highway or
unlawful encroachment on

roadside wastes



Function

Investments

Land

Litter

Lotteries

Mortuaries and post

mortem rooms

Open spaces

Parish documents

Telecommunications
facilities

Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions
Power to provide traffic
signs and other objects or  Highways Act 1980, s.130

devices warning of danger
Power to plant trees and lay ) )

Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984,
out grass verges etc. and to

o s.72
Mmaintain them

Highways Act 1980, s.96

Power to participate in
schemes of collective Trustee Investments Act 1961, s.11
investment
Power to acquire by

) Local Government Act 1972,
agreement, to appropriate,

) ss.124, 126, 127
to dispose of

Power to accept gifts of land Local Government Act 1972, s.139
Provision of receptacles Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6

Power to take enforcement .
) ] Cleaner Neighbourhoods and
action against those that

litter

Environment Act 2005

Lotteries and Amusements Act

Powers to promote
1976, s.7

Powers to provide
mortuaries and post Public Health Act 1936, s.198
mortem rooms

Power to acquire land and  Public Health Act 1875, s.164 Open
maintain Spaces Act 1906, ss.9 and 10
Powers to direct as to their

Local Government Act 1972, s.226
custody
Power to pay public

telecommunications L
Telecommunications Act 1984,

operators any loss
s.97

sustained providing
telecommunication facilities



Function

Public buildings and
village hall

Public conveniences

Sustainable

communities

Town and country
planning

Tourism

Traffic calming

Transport

War memorials

Water supply

Well-Being

Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions
Power to provide buildings

for public meetings and Local Government Act 1972, s.133
assemblies
Power to provide Public Health Act 1936, s.87

Able to be represented on a

panel of representatives to ) .
Sustainable Communities Act

be consulted on proposals

that would contribute to

sustainable communities

Right to be notified of Town and Country Planning Act
planning applications 1990, Sched.], para. 8

Power to encourage visitors
and provide conference andlLocal Government Act 1972, s.144
other facilities

Powers to contribute
financially to traffic calming Highways Act 1980, s.274A
schemes

Powers in relation to car-

sharing schemes, taxi fare  Local Government and Rating
concessions and Act 1997, s.26, 28 and 29
information about transport

Powers to make grants for

. Transport Act 1985, s.106A
bus services

o . War Memorials (Local Authorities'
Power to maintain, repair,
Powers) Act 1923, s.1; as extended
protect and alter war
by Local Government Act 1948,

s.133

memorials

Power to utilise well, spring
or stream and to provide .

o o Public Health Act 1936, s.125
facilities for obtaining water

from them

Power to well-being of the g9 qng 4 of the Local

area (for eligible councils) Government Act 2000 (as



Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions
amended by Part 4 of the Local
Government and Public
Involvement in Health Act 2007)

Members are asked to consider any projects for the budget setting of 2026/27 so Officers
can provide quotes for consideration by Town Council .



