
 

 

 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee held at the Shire Hall on Wednesday 
4th June 2025 at 7pm. 
 
Councillors:   
 
Present:  D Adelson, S Bale, S Miller, D Pegg, M Sutton and M Wilks. 
 
Apologies:  E Beck, E O’ Nolan and R Sanders. 
  
In Attendance: Deputy Town Clerk (Mrs B J Lloyd) and one member of the public. 
 

1. To elect the Chair of Committee for the Civic Year 2025/26 
 
The Committee elected Councillor Sharon Miller as the Chair of the Woodbridge 

Town Council Planning Committee for the Civic Year 2025/26. 
 

2. To elect the Deputy Chair of Committee for the Civic Year 2025/26 
 
The Committee elected Councillor Martin Wilks as the Deputy Chair of the 

Woodbridge Town Council Planning Committee for the Civic Year 2025/26. 
 
 

3. Apologies for Absence  
 

Apologies for absence were approved for Cllrs.  E Beck, E O’ Nolan and R Sanders. 

4. Request for declarations of interest. 
 

Cllr David Adelson made any declarations of interests in relation to item 12 on the 
agenda as a member of the Woodbridge Growers Association. 
 

5. Request for dispensations. 
 
There was a dispensation granted for Cllr David Adelson in relation to item 12 on 
the agenda. This allowed him to contribute to discussion and vote. 

6. Public Question Time 
 

Member of the publish, Sue Kentish addressed the Committee regarding the 
Woodbridge Growers Association. 
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7. To agree and approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 2ND April 2025 
 
The Committee approved the minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held 
on 2nd April 2025. 

 
8. To receive an update regarding the Kingston Feasibility Project 

 
Members agreed the following changes to the survey questions: 
 
Future improvement question – to add climbing wall, boot camp/ gym sessions, 
Dog walking, Athletics, Café/refreshment facilities to the options available. 
 
To limit number of preferences or to rank them in order of preference to ensure 
answers are more meaningful and easier to interpret for final report.  
 
Establish if the question about accessibility is designed to mean inclusive to 
disabilities or to mean the accessibility of the field by vehicle or as a pedestrian, 
and to use more appropriate language to convey this.  
 
Members asked for the Disability Forum to be consulted and for Mr Kingston-
Smith to be invited to the meetings held with the consultants in the initial stages 
of consultation. Members agreed the Key Lines of Enquiry document and 
suggested the Scouts, Schools and Allotment holders be added to the mailing 
list.  
 

9. To receive an update regarding the Elmhurst Park toilet refurbishment 
 
Members noted the update regarding Elmhurst Park toilets and asked for the 
following considerations to be investigated: 
 
• A sign for the doors to be made to advise the public about the refurbishment.  
• Asked if the vents would be vandal proof? Would anything be able to be poked 

through the vents? 
• Is an alarm possible, if a door has not closed at the locking time? 
 

10. To receive an update regarding the Changing Places project 
 
Members noted the update and look forward to receiving further news about the 
project in due course.  
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11. To consider requests from the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee 
regarding proposed improvements to the Woodbridge Town Council estate 
 

a) Rose planting in Elmhurst Park. 
Members agree in principle to the planting of Omar Khayyam roses in 
Elmhurst Park and asked the Climate committee to consider the ongoing 
maintenance, a more suitable planting time would be once the next grounds 
maintenance arrangements have been agreed, and their care can be added 
to the schedule.  
The committee agreed the replacement of the plaque. 

 

b) Installation of a pond in Elmhurst Park. 
Members agreed in principle of the installation of a pond but asked the CEEC 
to consider the Health and Safety implications with a formal risk assessment 
and consideration for the pond’s ongoing maintenance.  

 

c) Fen Meadow play area.  
Members agreed to upload a tender document to the Contracts Finder Portal, 
to gain quotes and plans for the installation of the play area into the open 
area of Fen Meadow. Members will consider the costs and discuss the possible 
relocation at the September Meeting of Amenities committee.  

 
12. To consider the future of the Elmhurst Park Kitchen Garden area 

 
Members agreed to recommend to Council the publication of the Lease 
Application Return with the following amendments: 

• Removal of the no interview required section, to enable interviews to be 
called if required. 

• To add – For the use of this community facility as a Kitchen Garden by the 
community. 

 
Recommended timeline:  
18th June 2025 – Town Council to consider the recommendation from 
Amenities to publish the Lease Application return for the potential future lease 
of the Elmhurst Park Kitchen Garden. 
31st August 2025 – Suggested closing date for returns. 
3rd September 2025 – Amenities to consider applications and make 
recommendation to Town Council. 
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  Councillor Miller 

                  Chair 

17th September 2025 – Town Council to consider recommendation from 
Amenities. 
31 December 2025 – Current lease expires  
 

 
13. To consider funding requests for the 2026/27 budget year 

The committee suggested the following projects: 
• Defining the use of the Public Amenities, eg Elmhurst Park, Fen Meadow, 

Broom Heath. 
• Community Hall 
• Kingston Field future spend following consultation 
• Bring the Grounds Maintenance and gardening in house 
• Purchase of allotment land if it becomes available 
• Pavilion redevelopment 

 
14. Closure. 

 
The meeting was closed at 8.50 pm. 
 


